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PREFATORY NOTE. 


The following points are noted for the information 
of readers of this and subsequent volumes of the 
diary : — 

(i) The Christian dates follow the New Style, 

which, though not adopted by the English until 1753, 
had been in use by'- the French for considerably 
more than a century anterior ‘to the time that 
Ranga PilM wrote. * , - ' ’ 

(ii) Blanks, and incomplete sentences, as well as 
passages which owing to the perishing of tlio manu- 
script have become undecipherable, are denoted by 
dots. A footnote explains the exact circumstances 
of each case. 

(iii) Words etc. inserted by the Editor are 
indicated by square brackets. 

(iv) The transliteration of Indian names is in 
accordance with the system adopted in the publica- 
tions of the Madras Government, an exception 
being however made in the case of well-known 
places, which are rendered in the ordinary form. 

(v) The circumflex has been used in preference 
to the acute accent, to indicate long vowels. 

(vi) Madras, Fort St. Ducal, Porto Noco, Saclras 
and St. Th oiaas Mount have, for convenience’ sake, 
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been substituted for the native name3 by which 
they are referred to in the diary. For the reasons 
assigned in appendix I, the French word Masca- 
reigne lias been used for Eanga Pillai’s Masukkami. 

J. F. P. 



GENERAL INTRODUCTION. 


JiNANDA Ranga Pillai was born on the 30th 
March 1709 at Perambur, a suburb of Madras, 
in which city his father, Tiruvengada Pillai, carried 
on business as a merchant. Somewhere in the 
early part of 1716, Tiruvengada Pillai emigrated to 
Pondichery, taking his family with him. This he did 
at the suggestion of his brother-in-law Kainiya Pillai, 
then courtier, or chief native agent at that place, for 
the French. The invitation was sent at the request 
of M. Hebert, who was at the time Governor there. 
Tiruvengada Pillai was accompanied by some other 
wealthy and influential merchants of Madras, their 
object being to establish and promote commerce in 
their new home. Under the management of the 
two relatives the trade of Pondichery increased 
rapidly, but a severe check was ere long given 
to this, owing to M. Hebert having preferred certain 
charges against Nainiya Pillai, who was cast into 
prison, and died there — it is said— of ill-treatment. 
His* son Guruva Pillai, and his brother-in-law, 
fearing the resentment of the Governor, fled to 
Madras. The former, having travelled by way of 
England to France, laid his grievances before the 
Duke of Orleans, who was then Regent, with the re- 
sult that, in February 1719, M. Hebert was sent home 
under restraint. In the meantime, Guruva Pillai 
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was made much, of in France, embraced Christianity, 
was appointed Chevalier of St. Michael, courtier, and 
head of the Indian subjects of the French at Pondi- 
chery, for which he soon after took his departure. 
Prior to his arrival, M. de la Prevostiere, the 
successor of M. Hebert, had induced TiruvAngada 
Pillai to return. He then brought with him five 
other wealthy and capable merchants, and their 
families ; and from that time forward the affairs of 
the Company grew and prospered. About the close 
of 1724, Guruva Pillai died without issue, and 
TiruvSngada Pillai followed him in June 1726. 
M. Leuoir came in September of that year, for the 
second time, to Pondichery — upon this occasion as 
Governor. He had previously entertained a strong 
regard for Tiruvengada Pillai, and on hearing of his 
death, employed Ranga Pillai, whom he considered 
a very promising young man, to continue the work 
on which his father had been engaged. This he did 
to such good purpose that M. Lenoir decided to 
appoint him native head of the French factory at 
Porto Novo, where large quantities of blue cloths 
were, thanks to his exertions, manufactured, both 
for the Company, and for private traders. With 
a view to still furth ;r extend the commerce of 
the French, Ranga Pill u established ar his own cost, 
at Lalapettai and Arcnt, larue t-ading posts which 
were soon carrying on a brisk business in the ex- 
change of European goods for the merchandise of 
the country. M. Dumas, who succeeded M. Lenoir 



GENERAL INTRODUCTION. 


IX 


in 1735, seems to have had a favourable opinion of 
Eanga Pillai, and to have placed confidence in him. 
The success which had hitherto accompanied the 
commercial operations of the French was, however, 
destined to receive a severe blow ; as, in 1740, an 
irruption of the Mahrattas took place, and put a 
stop for some appreciable time to all manufacture and 
trade. Porto Novo was raided and sacked, and the 
country, far and wide, became a prey to the invaders. 
Fighting, though not actually with the French, was 
still going on, when, in 1742, M. Dupleix arrived as 
Governor. As he was employed at Pondichery from 
1720 to 1731, he had no doubt then known both 
Tiruvfmgada Pillai and his son, and from the time 
that he assumed office, Banga Pillai rapidly rose to 
power. His influence with M. Dupleix — which he 
apparently exercised honestly and with judgment — 
was very marked, and he was evidently treated by 
that great man with full trust in his integrity and 
capacity. The post of courtier, commonly called 
chief dubdsh, which had been occupied by Guruva 
Pillai, had, after his death, fallen into the hands of 
another family. This was probably the result of 
the desire of the priests, who at that time exercised 
much influence, that the position should be held by 
a Christian — a persuasion to which the surviving 
members of Guruva Pillai’s family did not belong. 
WhenM. Dupleix became Governor, one Kan aka ray a 
Mudali held the appointment. This individual 
regarded Ranga Pillai with much jealousy, as he 

3 
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plainly saw that he was supplanting him in the good 
graces of his master. Death however removed him, 
in 1746, from the scene, and towards the end of 
1747 Raima Pillai — -having in the interval exercised 
to all intents and purposes the entire functions of 
the office — was appointed his successor. Whilst 
holding this position, he received from time to time 
honorific titles from the Subahdar of the Deccan; 
and he continued in office even after the downfall 
of his patrou, M. Dupleix, which may be held to 
date from the close of the year of 1754, when 
M. Godeheu arrived as Commissioner. From that 
time, however, his power and influence with the 
governing body steadily declined, although he was 
still looked upon by his countrymen as their head. 
This and constant ill-health apparently caused him 
to become remiss in the performance of his duties, 
and he was finally removed from office, in 1756, by 
the then Governor M. de Leyrit. His diary makes 
no direct mention of this incident, although it refers 
to his successor as being the chief agent of the 
Governor in obtaining bribes, draws a vivid picture 
of the corruption and intrigue which followed the 
disappearance from Indian history of M. Dupleix, 
and is replete wiih expressions of disgust at the 
manner in which the administration of the French 
was carried on. He lingered on until the 1 2th (not 
the 11th, as stated by M. Vinson) of January 1761, 
and died four days before the surrender of Pondichery 
to Colonel Coote, which took place on the morning 
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of the 16 th January of that year. He left no sons. 
Two were born to him, but both died during their 
childhood. 

The account given here of Ranga Pillai -has 
mainly been derived from a copy* of a petition in 
French, addressed to the Governor of Pondichery, 
which has been obtained from the family. In 
this the petitioner, after recounting the history of 
his uncle and his services, requested compensation 
for the losses which his relative had sustained in 
consequence of his devotion to the cause of the 
French. It bears no date, but from its contents 
there seems but little doubt that it was written not 
long after the death of Ranga Pillai. 

What induced him to keep a diary, there is 
nothing to show. It is very clear that it was never 
written with the slightest view to publication, or 
for perusal by others than, perhaps, the immediate 
members of his own family. It stands unique as a 
record of the inmost thoughts and reflections of an 
extremely able, level-headed Oriental, and of his 
criticisms— which at times are of the freest charac- 
ter — of his fellows, and masters. It is a strange 
mixture of things trivial and important ; of family 
matters and affairs of state ; of business transactions 
and social life of the day ; interspersed with scraps of 
gossip, all evidently’ recorded as they came to the 
mind of the diarist ; who might well be dubbed the 
“ Indian Pepvs.” Homely as is its diction, there 
are in it descriptions of men and things which are 
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vividly life-like, and passages which are startling ; 
some in their pathos, and others in their shrewd- 
ness. That, for some reason or other, he attached 
much importance to the keeping of a diary is shown 
by an entry in his journal in which he records having 
sent to his younger brother, on the occasion of his 
first mission, on behalf ot" the Government, to Madras, 
the materials for opening one, with strict injunctions 
to keep it regularly, and to note in it carefully every- 
thing that occurred. As a record, the diary, though 
perhaps in parts dull reading, is on the whole a 
deeply interesting, and probably valuable account 
of things historical, political, and social appertaining 
to the period embracing the rise, the zenith, and the 
beginning of the decline of the French power in India. 
Ranga Pillai evidently did not record, day by day, 
the events which he considered worthy of mention. 
Sometimes, consecutive entries are to be found ; then 
breaks of more or less length occur ; then the events 
of a single day appear ; and then entries are made 
under one date of the occurrences of several days — 
probably from notes. The diary is not written 
throughout in bis own hand. The first volume of 
the original, which covers a period of about nine 
years from 1736 — the year in which he started the 
chronicle— very largely is, but the other volumes, 
where originals are forthcoming, have, on examin- 
ation, been found to be in several hands, with here 
and there the writing of Ranga Pillai himself. It 
seems pretty clear that as time went on, and his 
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duties increased, he found himself unable to do the 
scriptory work which it involved, and employed an 
amanuensis. There is no change of style or diction 
until the last few pages are reached. In these the 
record has evidently been made by some one else, as 
what was hitherto a diary becomes a narrative which 
terminates abruptly on the day on which Ranga 
Pillai died. 

The diary was begun on the 6th September 1736, 
and was written in bound volumes of the size of 
large account books. After Ranga Pillai’s death, his 
nephew, Tiruvengada Pillai, continued to maintain a 
record, which runs to the beginning of 1770, and is 
still in the possession of his relatives. It was not 
until more than a century after the date on which it 
was begun, that the existence of Ranga Pillai’s diary 
became known. In 1846, M. Gallois Montbrun, the 
father of the gentleman who until recently was 
Mayor of Pondichery — to whose courteous help in 
makiug search and inquiry regarding the diary I 
desire here to express my indebtedness — unearthed 
the manuscript, which, up to then, had lain unheeded 
in the house of the representatives of the family. 
M. Montbrun, who took the deepest interest in old 
vernacular writings, then proceeded to make a copy 
of it. But he apparently started with selections 
only ; for the volume from which the translation 
for the Government of Madras was originally made 
is full of breaks. This was not observed until 
the actual work of editing was commenced. The 
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omissions then noticed led to inquiry, and it was 
ascertained that M. Montbrun had subsequently 
supplied the blanks by a supplemental volume, which, 
however, was not forthcoming. Further search was 
made, and this resulted in the discovery of the 
undoubted originals of volumes I and II. The 
volume now being published is practically a fresh 
translation from these. M. Ariel made another copy, 
which is in the National Library at Paris, but 
whether this is defective or not, there are at present 
no means of ascertaining. M. Vinson, apparently 
under a misapprehension, has stated in his ‘ Franrais 
dans I’ Inde ’ that the copy made by the late M. Gallois 
Montbrun was presented by his son to the public 
library at Pondickery. It has been definitely ascer- 
tained that this is not the case. It was not until 
1870 that an attempt to publish a translation of 
any portion of the diary w as made, when M. Laude 
had a rendering into French prepared of the 
account given in it of the siege of Pondichery, in 
1748, by Admiral Boscawen. The journal again 
dropped out of sight until 1889, when M. Julien 
Vinson, Professor of the Special School of Living 
Oriental Languages at Paris, published a translation 
of some portions of it, which he followed up in 
1894 by a volume amplifying these, and bearing the 
title of * Aes Frau^cus dans V Inded This, however, 
does not go beyond 1748, and is composed of 
extracts referring only to a few special matters. 
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In 1892, the existence of the diary was brought 
to the notice of the Government of Madras by 
Lieutenant-General H. Macleod, R.A. the Considar 
Agent at Pondichery, and Professor G. W. Forrest 
the Director-General of Imperial Records, and it was 
suggested that the matter which it contained was of 
such interest and value that it was highly desirable 
that a copy of it should be obtained ; and a translation 
made of this, and published. The Government, 
which was then presided over by Lord Wenlock, 
readily adopted the suggestion, and the transcription 
was commenced towards the close of 1892. Lieu- 
tenant-General Macleod, who took a deep interest in 
the matter, arranged for and superintended the work. 
The comparing of the copy was entrusted to his 
assistant. It was believed at head-quarters that the 
transcription was made from the original volumes, but 
subsequent inquiry has shown that this was not the 
case, and that the copy which M. Montbrun’s father 
had made was that used. The translation from 
Tamil was finished towards the close of 1S96, and it 
was then supposed that the diary was complete 
from September 1736 to January 1761, but subse- 
quently the lacuna? previously referred to were 
found, and this led to my assistant being sent 
to Pondichery to, if possible, compare the portions 
of the translation in which these occurred with 
the original. It was then that it was discovered 
that the copy of the late M. Montbrun was im- 
perfect; that such of the originals as were available 
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had not been used by the British copyists, owing 
to the difficulty of reading some portions of them ; 
and that not only were some of tiie original volumes 
missing, and not traceable, but that portions of 
M. Montbrun’s copy, of which no originals could 
be found, had disappeared since General Macleod’s 
transcription was made. A prolonged search for 
what was lacking has been made, but without suc- 
cess ; beyond the discovery by my assistant of the 
originals of volumes I and TI, and by the French 
authorities of the original of the last volume of the 
diary. 

The following statement gives what is believed 
to be correct information as to what is missing : — 

Originals of the diary now extant — 

From 6th September 1736, to 30th November 1745. 

,, 31st December 1745, to 30th October 1716. 

„ 28th April 1750, to 29th October 1750. 

24th April 1752, to 5th April 1753. 

„ 4th September 1754, to 29th March 1755. 

„ 1st April 1757, to 21st September 1758. 

„ 12th April 1759, to 8th April 1760. 

„ 9th April 1760, to 12th January 1761. 

Copies in the possession of M. Grallois Montbrun for 
which no originals can be found — 

From 30th October 1746, to 27th March 1747 

„ 28th March 1747, to 27th November 1747. 

28th November 1747, to 7th April 1718. 

„ 15th April 1748, to 1st September 1748. 

„ 2nd September 1748, to 24th November 1748. 

,, 26th June 1749, to 16th December 1749. 

„ 17th December 1749, to 26th April 1750, 
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From 29th March 1755, to 8th April 1756. 

,, 10th April 1756, to 3 1st March 1757. 

Portions of the diary for which neither originals nor 
copies arc forthcoming — 

From 25th November 1748, to ''5th June 1749. 

„ 30th October 1750, to 15th April 1751. 

,, 9th December 1753, to 3rd September 1754. 

„ 22nd September 1758, to 22nd January 1759. 

The diary — in the translation now made- — is 
continuous (as kept by Kanga Pillai) from the 6tli 
September 1736, to the 24th November 174S; after 
which there is a hiatus of 7 months. It then runs 
on, without failure, from 26th June 1749, to 29th 
October 1750, when another break of 5| months 
occurs; it is again perfect from 16th April 1751, to 
8th December 1753, when there is a gap of 9 months. 
The last lacuna, of 4 months, occurs between 22nd 
September 1758, and 22nd January 1759. The total 
period for which the diary is wanting is 2 years, 
1 month, and 15 days. There is no doubt, from 
inquiries made, that the breaks mentioned represent 
lost volumes. It is a matter for much regret that 
so much should be missing. It is possible that 
something may be found in the copy made by M. 
Ariel, which is reported to have been one from the 
original ; but from what M. Vinson say’s this seems 
rather doubtful. 

It is not, I conceive, my business to enter upon 
any dissertation regarding the period to which the 
diary relates, or to comment, further than I have, 
on this interesting chronicle. I regard it as my 

c 
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concern only to attempt to place before the public a 
fairly readable, and reasonably correct translation, 
and to explain, by brief foot-notes, such points 
as might otherwise prove unintelligible to those 
unfamiliar with Indian words and expressions. 

In preparing the diary for publication it has been 
considered expedient to break the translation up 
into volumes of convenient length, and to divide 
these into chapters. As no general index will be 
drawn up until the publication of the whole is 
complete, tables of contents have been prefixed 
to each chapter, and the items appearing in these 
have been repeated and amplified in the margin of 
each page. It is hoped that by these means the 
readers of the diary will have but little difficulty in 
tracing everything of any moment mentioned in it. 
The tables of contents are longer and more full than 
is usual, but it has been thought better, in a work 
of the peculiar nature of the present, to err rather 
in this direction, than in that of brevity. A nomi- 
nal index will be found at the end of each volume. 

Particular attention has been paid to the subject 
of dates ; as regards which Ranga Pillai was, no 
doubt, occasionally — either through ignorance or 
carelessness— inaccurate. Where corrections have 
been found necessary, they have been put in the form 
of foot-notes. 

The period covered by the volume now being 

published extends from the 6th September 1736 

when it opens with the quaint preamble of which as 
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strictly literal a translation as is possible is presented 
to the reader — to 22nd April 1746. M. Dumas, the 
successor of M. Lenoir, had, on the former date, 
almost completed his first year of office, and Ranga 
Pillai, though barely twenty-seven years of age, was 
head of the family ; his father having died some ten 
years before. How he first came to be employed as 
a servant of the Company has been already stated 
in the account given of him, but it was not until 
M. Dupleix assumed the reins of government that 
he had anything to do with matters affecting the 
administration of Pondichery. He then became, 
amongst the natives — if not the Europeans also — the 
right hand man of his illustrious master, and was 
in constant personal communication with him. In 
rendering the diary care has been taken to give as 
close a translation as converting Tamil into readable 
English will allow, of the many interesting, and 
often curious conversations between the (Governor 
and Ranga Pillai, which are recorded in it. 


J. F. P. 
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The salient events referred to in this volume are 
the grant to the French by the Kawab of Arcot of 
permission to establish a coinage of their own ; the 
negotiations for the acquisition of, and the subsequent 
purchase and occupation of Karikal ; the invasion of 
N&dir 8 hah, and the fall of Delhi ; the irruption of 
the Mahrattas, and their depredations ; the arrival of 
M. Dupleix as Governor, in succession to M. Dumas ; 
the capture of Trichinopoly and Chanda Sahib by 
the Mahrattas ; the murders of Safdar Ail Khan, 
Nawsib of Arcot, and later on, of his son, and con- 
sequent disturbances ; the advance southwards of 
the Nizfim with a large force to put an end to the 
growing anarchy ; the conclusion of peace between 
him and the Mahrattas, and the cession to him of 
Trichinopoly ; the death of Kanakaraya Mudali, the 
chief dubiish, and rival of Ranga Pillai ; hostile naval 
demonstrations and acts by the English ; and the 
quarrel of the family of Kanakaraya Mudali regard- 
ing the estate left by him. 

There are many matters of less importance, but 
which at the same time seem to be of consider- 
able interest. To these, however, it does not appear 
necessary to specifically refer. 

The portrait of Ranga Pillai facing the title page, 
is a copy of an oil painting 2' 8" x 2' 1" which 
is in the house that he used to occupy. Through 
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the courtesy of the representatives of the family, 
who still reside in the building where their ancestor 
died, I have been permitted to have this photo- 
graphed ; and the work of reproduction has been 
carried out by the Graphic Art Society of Geneva. 
The painting is undoubtedly an old one, and does 
not altogether seem to be the production of a native 
artist. It was removed from its frame, and carefully 
examined, but without success, to ascertain whether 
it bore any name, or marks. There is a pretty story 
as regards its history, which, however, is supported 
by no actual evidence. This has been obtained from 
the leading member of the family, and seems worthy 
of mention. It runs as follows : There was, in the 
days of the prosperity of Ranga Pillai, a time of 
scarcity in Pondichery, and a French merchant, 
whose name, or supposed name, is not ascertainable, 
had imported a shipload of rice, from which he hoped 
to make a large profit. But before it came to hand 
a very marked fall took place in the price of this 
commodity, and the unlucky trader found himself 
face to face with the certainty of a very heavy loss. 
On placing his circumstances before Ranga Pillai, 
who seems to have been a friend of his, he without 
more ado, purchased the whole cargo for himself, 
at a price which gave the owner a fair profit. The 
grateful merchant cast about for some way of making 
a lasting acknowledgment of the kindness done to 
him, and happening to be an artist of some capacity, 
decided to paint a portrait of his friend, and give 
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him a surprise with regal’d to it. This he did bj 
removing, with the connivance of the servants, and 
during the absence of their master, a mirror in the 
sleeping chamber, and substituting for it the picture. 
When Ranga Pillai returned home — so the tale goes 
— he partially undressed before retiring for the night, 
and happening to glance at what he believed to be 
the mirror was startled to find himself faithfully re- 
presented therein, so far as regards face and form 
were concerned, but in a dress totally different from 
that which he was wearing. A closer examination 
revealed the kindly trick that had been played upon 
him, and his delight is said to have been so great 
that he straightway loaded the author of it with 
costly gifts. . 

A careful examination of the diary reveals not 
the remotest allusion to this picture, ft is just 
possible that there might have been some in the 
portion of it which is missing, but I am inclined to 
fear that this tale — which one cannot help wishing 
could be held beyond cavil to be true — is a bit of 
oriental romance. 


J. F. P. 
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CHAPTER I. 

FROM SEPTEMBER 6™, 1736, TO JUNE 17™, 17.37. 

Preamble — M. Dulaurens appointed to Council — M. Dumeslier dissatisfied 
with arrangements — Remonstrates with Governor — Resigns — Arrival 
and state reception of charter authorizing coining of money-- Cost of 
obtaining this — Contracts for supply of piece-goods to Company — 
Merchants of old Company receive portion of these— Illness and death 
of Madavaraya Pillai — Arrangements for working mint - Potti Pattan 
pays bribe for employment — Kanakaraya Mudali illicitly shares in 
profits — Remarks of diarist touching this — Appointment of a merchant 
for the mint — Shares allotted to him and others — Rates fixed for 
coining — Division of profits — Working expenses, present and past — 
Results of working — bribe paid to Governor— Coining done for 
merchants — Diarist proceeds to Porto Kovo — Sailing of Mauve — 
M. Signard speaks to diarist as to succeeding Kanakaraya Mudali — 
He visits Governor and members of Council— Conversation \\ith M. 
Delorme — Arrangements as to cargo of SanTcarnpdrik — She sails — 
Allegations against diaiist of 6hoit lading — Defends himself — Gov- 
ernor finally satisfied — Arrival of Pheai.c — Her cargo — Treatment 
of French in China— Letters to friends from M. Lenoir — Departure 
of brother to Madras — Arrival of Phelippeaux — Meeting of Council to 
read despatches — MM. Dulaurens and deChoisy appointed by Governor 
members of Council —Arrival of Due de Bom bon — Cargo landed by 
her and Pfielippeaux — Contents of letter from M. Lenoir — Decision 
of Company regarding M. Dumeslier — Conversation with him— He 
states how M. Dumas obtained appointment as Governor— bribe 
paid for this. 

I proceed to chronicle what I hear with my 
ears ; what I see with my eyes ; the arrivals and 
departures of ships ; and wdiatsoever wonderful or 
novel takes place. 

Thursday, 6th September 1736, or 25th A rent of 
Nala. — At a meeting of the Council held at 8 this 
morning, M. Dulaurens was appointed a member 
of Council. At 4 in the afternoon, M. Dumeslier 
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1736. 

M. Dumes- 
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fied with 
arrange- 
ments. 


Remon- 
strate* with 
Governor. 


waited on the Governor, M. Dumas, and informed 
him that he would continue to be a member only on 
the condition that he was to be given precedence 
over M. Dulaurens in the matter of signing; but 
that if this was not conceded he did not care to 
retain his appointment. The Governor replied that 
he was bound to carry out the orders of the Company, 
and could not with propriety contravene them. 
M. Dumeslier then rejoined : “Was I not required, 
in a despatch which came last year by the ship in 
which you arrived, to affix my signature beneath 
those of MM. Dulaurens and Signard? In connec- 
tion with this your predecessor, M. Lenoir, convened 
a meeting of the Council. He asserted that the 
Company had passed its order in ignorance of the 
actual circumstances of the case, and he promised 
to address the Directors on my behalf, and to cause 
a revised one to be issued. He assured you that in 
the event of the Company charging you with dis- 
obedience of its instructions, he would take the 
responsibility on himself, and he begged you to 
allow me to sign as fourth member, immediately 
after M. Legou ; as had been the practice during his 
tenure of office. You thereupon undertook that 
until receipt of a further communication from him, 
you would continue to me the precedence which I 
had hitherto been accorded. He then sent for me, 
and told me in your presence to retain my appoint- 
ment only so long as I wa3 in the enjoyment of my 
present honours, and to throw it up whenever I was 
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required to sign after the persons to whom I have 
alluded. On this, you gave your word that you 
would respect what he had said, and you have done 
so for a year. If you will grant me the same privi- 
leges for another twelvemonth, I will remain in my 
present place ; if not, I shall be obliged to resign it.” 
To this the Governor replied : “ Your functions will 
continue undisturbed, and your salary will still be 
the same. The only change required is in the posi- 
tion of your signature, which you will have to affix 
after those of the gentlemen already mentioned.” 
M. Dumeslier then made answer : “ My means are 
not so insufficient as to compel me to submit to such 
an indignity. I regard honour as of greater value. 
I will therefore, give up my post.” The Governor 
exclaimed : " That is left to you,” and M. Dumeslier 
thereupon took his departure. 

Monday, 10th September 1736, or 29tli Avani 
of Nala . — The charter authorizing the coining of 
rupees which, together with a dress of honour, was 
sent by Nawab Dost ’All Khan * from Alambarai, 
arrived at 8 this morning. Kanakaraya Mudali t 
came with it. A procession started to receive it, 
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* Nawab of Arcot. 

f The predecessor of Ranga Pillai in the office of the Company’s 
chief dubash and courtier at Pondichery. Dubdxh means literally “ a man 
of two languages, ” i.e., an interpreter. This was the original significance 
of the word, but at the time that the diary was written it was applied also 
to a native agent, or broker, who negotiated the purchase of merchandise. 
Hence the title courtier (broker) conferred by the French authorities on 
their chief dubash. 
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and as soon as it was carried into the fort, a salute of 
twenty-one guns was discharged from the ramparts, 
which was replied to by the three ships lying in the 
roads, each of them firing a like number of cannon. 
On the afternoon of the same day, the document, 
placed in a palancpiin, was borne in procession 
through the town with drums beating, and music 
playing. To obtain it, the following sums were ex- 
pended : A nazr* of Rs. 80,000 to Nawab Dost ’All 
Khan ; presents to the darbarf Rs. 25,000 ; to Imam 
SShib Rs. 15,000 : total Rs. 1,20,000, or nearly 
40,000 pagodas.;}: In addition to this, 8,000 pagodas 

were absorbed by gifts and other expenses when 

>* 

MM. Elias and Miran went to treat for the charter. 
Further sums were expended during the course of 
the negotiations ; but as I do not know the actual 
outlay, I refrain from giving merely approximate 
figures. If M. Lenoir had been Governor now, he 
would not have spent so much money. 

}Vednesday, 3rd October 1736, or 21st I’aruttdsi 
of Nala . — The bales of piece-goods for the supply 
of which Sunguvar SesMchala Chetti entered, at 
10 this morning, into a contract with the Company, 
were 1,471 in number, the value of which, calculated 
at the third-class rate, amounted approximately to 
1,20,491-a- pagodas. When the contract was exe- 


* A ceremonial douceur from an inferior to a superior. 

The executive government of a Native State. In this particular 
instance the presents were, no doubt, bribes paid to officials. 

J The value of the Pondichery pagoda was Ks. 3. 
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cuted, eleven guns were fired. The bond was signed 
by Sunguvar and liis younger brother, Laksbmipati 
Chetti, and they were each given a present of six 
yards of red broad-cloth. In accordance with 
custom, a gift was made to Kanakaraya Mudali, 
Muttaiya Pillai,* and me, on our arrival at the 
warehouse. 

Thursday, kth October 1736, or 22nd Puratfdsi 
of Nalu. — The merchants of the old Company were 
also offered a portion of the contract. The number 
of bales which they undertook to supply was 1,262. 
The expenditure on this account was 1,14,785 1 
pagodas 10 fanams. A deed, with the necessary 
stipulations, was signed by Chidambara Chetti, 
Adi Varaha Chetti, and others of the old Company’s 
merchants, and they received presents similar to 
those given to Sunguviir. This occasion, also, was 
honoured by a salute of eleven guns. 

Sunday, [ 21st October 1736, or] 9th Arppisi of 
JVala . — MMavaraya Pillai, the son-in-law of S6sM- 
dri Pillai,| who went from the Chingleput palaiyam 
to Valikondapuram in company with Srinivasa 
Pandit, to serve there as an accountant, contracted 


* The chief of the peons, i.e., the head of police. 

+ In Pondichery CO cash = 1 fanam ; 24 fanams = 1 pagoda. 

X The father-in-law of Ananda Ranga Pillai. He appears to have 
owned the palaiyam of Chingleput. A palaiyam was a subordinate 
feudal estate, the tenure of which was one of military service. Tho holder 
of this was termed a Palaiy agar —more commonly a Poligar. The tenure 
has ceased to exist, and the Poligar of the present day is merely the 
holder of an estate paying a favourable rent to Government. Except in 
name there is no real difference between him and the ordinary zemindar. 
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venereal disease, which was complicated bj an attack 
of diarrhoea. Sfishadri Pillai, who had heard the 
report that his son-in-law was in a state of utter 
prostration at ValikomMpuram, repaired thither, and 
on the evening of 18th Avani [30th August 1736] 
brought his daughter Kanakammdl and his son-in- 
law to Pondichery. The patient, in spite of the 
best medical advice available, succumbed to the 
attack this afternoon, at about 2 ; since he was 
destined to live only so long. His death is a source 
of immeasurable grief to S^shadri Pillai. However, 
being a man of some fortitude, he does not betray 
his feelings. 

Saturday, [27th October 1736 , or] 15th Arppisi of 
Nala . — Seshadri Pillai, accompanied by the young 
children of the deceased, who had recently arrived, 
departed for Cliingleput. 

[ Wednesday , 5/ A] December 1736, or 2kt.h Kart- 
tigai of Nala .— The Governor held a meeting of the 
Council. Half of the goldsmith’s work in the mint 
was allotted to Potti Pattan,* who came from 
Alambarai, and the other half to Velayuda Paran- 
j6ti and others, who were already employed there. 
At 5 in the evening, both parties were given 
presents of broad-cloth at the residence of the Gov- 
ernor, M. Dumas. Similar gifts were also made to 
Melugiri Pandit and his son ; and to Ramoji, the 
goldsmith. 


Pattan is the caste appellation of the goldsmiths. 
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Potti Pattan of Alambarai spent 1,000 pagodas 
to gain employment at the mint. Had he not done so, 
he would not have obtained it. Kanakaraya Mudali 
represented to the Governor that the mint at Pondi- 
chery should be conducted on the same lines as that 
at Alambarai ; viz., through a merchant ; and that 
Sungu S6sh!chala Chetti should be given the post. 
The Governor and Council agreed to appoint him as 
the merchant for the Pondichery mint. Kanakaraya 
Mudali and Sungu Seshachala Chetti divide the 
business ; the share of the former being one part, 
and that of the latter two. Sungu Seshachala Chetti 
is ostensibly the proprietor, but the man behind 
the scenes is Kanakaraya Mudali. This individual 
thinks that hi.s participation in the transaction is 
known only to himself, but every one in the place is 
well aware what share he has. I may remark that 
if M. Lenoir had been Governor at the present time, 
Sungu Seshachala Chetti would not have got the 
appointment of merchant for the mint. Neither 
would Kanakaraya Mudali have shared in the 
business, as he now does, without fear. As M. 
Dumas, the present Governor, is not a clever man, 
every one dose as he pleases. 

Wednesday, 26th December 1736, or 16tli Mar- 
gazhi of Nala . — A Council was held this morning 
at 10, and Sungu Seshachala Chetti was appointed 
merchant for the mint. Three shares were allotted 
to him, and two to Salatu Venkatachala Chetti, 
who is the agent of Tiruviti Balu Chetti ; and it 
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was decided that the silver sent by the Company 
should be coined into rupees. Kanakaraya Mudali 
gets a one-third share. This is probably known to 
the Governor, and to none else. In the town, every 
one is cognizant of it. The fact may perhaps have 
reached the ears of one or two members of Council. 
It was not decided how many rupees should be coined 
out of every seer* of silver. I have said before 
that two shares were given to Tiruviti Balu Chetti’s 
agent. It was however determined in Council to give 
one to Balu Chetti, the younger brother of Guntflri 
Yenkanna Chetti, and the other to Venkatachala 
Chetti, the agent of Tiruviti Bfdu Chetti. The order 
will be signed in January after the holidays. 

December 1736, or — Mdvcjazhi of Nala — The Mint 
accounts . — As soon as the die for minting was re- 
ceived, the authorities sent for Medugiri Pandit, and 
asked him to coin into rupees some silver which they 
gave him. He did so at the following rate. Dollars f 
and other silver coins weighing 2,100 seers were 
recoined, without allowing for expenses, into Rs. 

49,173f. Hence, 100 seers gave Rs. 2,341 r V- In the 

case of pure dollar-silver, however, the number of 
rupees coined for every 100 seers was Rs. 2,343|. 
Prom this a deduction was made at the rate of Rs. 
16 in a thousand, to meet mint expenses, and this 


* In Pondiehery a «eer wag equivalent to 4,293 graing troy, 
t “ Patacas in original ; meaning indifferently dollars, or pieces of 
eight. The former rendering has been adopted. 
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allowance was given to the mint-master, the re- Chap. i. 
mainder being taken by Government. 173 c. 

Although this was the rule, the Governor, M. 

Dumas, has fixed the rates for Sungu Sesliacliala, Governor 

fixes lxtfs 

Chetti, Kanakariiya Mudali, Tiruviti Balu Chetti, and Xu 8 ' 111 ' 
Gunturi Venkanna Chetti, in the following manner, otherl.*'" 1 
Every 100 seers of dollar-silver is calculated to 
produce Rs. 2,335. From this, the Company’s 
merchants deduct, for coining expenses, Rs. 16 per 
thousand. All silver bullion which is brought into 
the fort for the purpose of coinage is dealt with thus. 

The subjoined statement shows, in detail, how the DiviM0110f 
allowances derived from coining money in the fort, iromooiii. 
both for the Company, and for private merchants, are 
to be appropriated for three years : — 

Shares. 

Sungu Seshuchala Chetti obtains ... 3 

Kanakaraya Mudali obtains 1 

Tiruviti Balu Chetti obtains I 

Gunturi Venkanna Chetti obtains ... \ 

Details of worhinj expenses. — The following working 
explains how the allowance of Rs. 16 for every 
thousand coined is apportioned : — 

RS. 

The goldsmiths receive ... ... 1 3 f 2 - 

The stamper receives ... ... . ... 

The mint-master receives ... ... 11 

•4 

The chief dubash, Kanakaraya Mudali, 

receives 1 

Che chief of the peons receives ... | 

For charity ... ... i 


2 
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I now show in what points the present expenses 
fall short of previous outlay, and in what they ex- 
ceed. Melugiri Pandit formerly granted the mint- 
master Rs. 2f, hut the Governor disallowed Rs. lf 
of this sum, and struck out Re. ]- in the case of the 
stamper. The decrease in expenditure is therefore 
now Rs. If. The increase under this head is, on 
the other hand, Re. f, made up thus : — 

RE. 

To Kanakaraya Mudali ... ... ... a 

To the chief of the peons ... ... ... £ 

For charity ... ... ... r 

When the rupee die arrived, MGugiri Pandit, 
as previously stated, was directed by MM. Legon 
and Dumas to coin 100 seers of dollar-silver into 
rupees, and to submit a detailed account of the 
results obtained by him. The following is the state- 
ment furnished by him to M. Legou. Dollar-silver 
weighing 100 seers is equivalent to Rs. 2,343f. 
The alloy of lead which should be added will yield 
for each seer Re. /g-, or Rs. 9§ per 100 seers. Thus 
the total number of rupees turned out from 100 seers 
of silver is 2,352f. Out of this, a deduction of 
Rs. 16 a thousand will have to be made for minfinc 
expenses. In the face of the results arrived at by 
Melugiri Pandit, who had personally coined money 
to the extent of nearly Rs. 50,000, it is not easy to 
comprehend how M. Dumas and the members of his 
Council have decided to coin only Rs. 2,335 for 
every 100 <eers of silver tendered by the merchants. 
The difference, as is evident, amounts to Rs. 17f for 
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every 100 seers of silver. For the favour thus shown 
them, those doing the goldsmith’s work of the mint 
bribed AI. Dumas with 2,000 pagodas, at the rate of 
400 pagodas for each of their five shares. 

[Friday'], Iff] I .January 1737, or 25th. Mdryash i of 
Nala . — I give a statement of the number of rupees 
coined for the Company’s merchants from the silver 
received from them for that purpose. Dollar-silver 
weighing 224 seers and 6.5 pagodas-weight * was 
coined into Rs. 5,249 T V, being at the rate of Rs. 
2,335 per 100 seers. Coins stamped with a double 
head, and weighing 100 seers, were recoined into 
Rs. 2,318. Thus, for the total weight of 324 seers 
and a fraction, the value of coins struck was Rs. 
7,56T X V- The expenses of coining amounted to 
Rs. 1 2 1— or Rs. 16 on every 1,000 rupees. The 
remainder, viz., Rs. 7,446, was paid to AI. Legou. 

[Tuesday, 15th January 1737, or] 6th Tal oh 
Nala .- — I started for Porto Novo in view to making 

• O 

up into bales, and despatching, the goods required 
for embarkation on board the ship J Iaure, which 
belongs partly to the Governor, Al. Dumas, and 
partly to Imam Sahib, who is about to start for 
Alocha. There were also stuffs ordered for the 
Hen reax Marcha ml , and for certain tradesmen, which 
had to be baled at Porto Move by me. 

Wednesday, 30th January 1737, or 21st Tai of 
Nala . — The requisite cargo was placed on board 
the Man re, which is bound for Alocha. AI. Gabriel 
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Standard weight of Pondiehery pagoda, dwt. 1 g. 10 mi, 0. 
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Chap. i. Dumas and M. Lefranquerie, embarking in a boat at 
1737. Porto Novo, readied the vessel at about 5. Owing 
to failure of wind, she remained in sight until 10 
to-daj, and then disappeared from view, 
nianst Thursday [28th Februar/i 1737, or] 21st Mdsi of 

from v°r to Au/a. — At 9 this night, I returned to Pondichery 
from Porto Novo. 
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( Frida;/'], 1st March 17 37 ,or 22n<l Mdsi of Nnla . — 
M. Signard, whom I went to see, observed, in a 
tone of slight disappointment, that 1 had not paid 
him a visit for about a month after the departure 
of the ship. He then said to me : “ Kanakaraya 
Mudali has been ill of diabetes for a month past, 
and is entirely bed-ridden. His recovery is prob- 
lematical, and you stand a good chance of being 
appointed in his stead. I make no doubt of this ; it 
is only a matter of days.” He advised me to assume, 
in my intercourse with the Hover nor, a deport- 
ment which would evoke feelings of regard, and 
so to word my language as to make an impression on 
him ; and he favoured me also with other like kind 
counsels. Thereupon, I paid a visit to the Gov- 
ernor, M. Dumas, offered my respects to the other 
members of Council, revisited the Governor, and 
finally waited on M. Dumeslier. 

[Frida//], 13th March 1737, or 6th Pang mi 
of Mila. — M. Delorme seat for me and said : 
“ Kangappa, how is Pedro * ? How goes it with 


* This was the Christian name of Kanakaraya Mudali. 
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his complaint?” I replied: “The nature of the 
malady is such that one cannot be assured that a 
perfect cure will bo effected. For four days at a 
time there are symptoms of recovery, and then a 
relapse follows. This seems to be the present 
condition of his health.” He theh said : “ You will 
be his successor. You may be almost certain of this. 
The Governor and I have considered the matter 
and have selected you for the post. God will 
favour you, and it must come about.” h) pon this I 
thanked him, took leave, and came away. 

[Saturday'], 16th March 1737, or 7th Pang uni of 
Nala . — A quantity of blue piece-goods was received 
to-day from Porto Novo. This was made up for 
M. Dumas into twenty-six bales. 

[ Wednesday], 20th March 1737, or 11th Panguni of 

Nala The Sankarapdrik , which will sail for Manilla 

after she has completed taking in cargo for that 
place, goes to Madras, and there ships, in order to 
complete her lading, some fine chintzes. M. Dirois, 
M. Rousseliere Dubois, M. Mahe de la Villebague, 
captain of the ship, native captain Louis Prakasam, 
and supercargo Jaganivasa Mudali, who is the 
brother-in-law of Kanakaraya Mudali, have em- 
barked on board the Sankara par ik, which is to pro- 
ceed to the roadstead at Mylapore. 

[ Wednesday], 27th March 1737, or 18th Panguni 
of Nala . — The Sankara par ik, having anchored off 
Mylapore, embarked the consignments awaiting 
shipment there, and set sail for Manilla to-day. 
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M. Dumas, on receipt of a letter from M. Dubois, 
written from the Mylapore roads, sent word through 
Nainiyappan, the dubash of Cuddalore, instructing 
me to wait upon him. I accordingly did so ; on 
which he said : “ M. Dubois writes to me, from 
the anchorage at Mylapore, that you obtained a 
bill-of-lading for four bales, alleged to have been 
embarked at Cuddalore, but that these were not to 
be found amongst the cargo. Nor does it appear 
that the acknowledgment of receipt was shown to 
him. Did you put them on board the ship ? ” I 
replied : “ How is he justified in making an asser- 
tion such as this ? I will state every circumstance 
as it took place. Do me the favour of listening 
to me.” Premising thus, I recounted to him the 
arrival of the bales from Cuddalore in a native 
craft ; the communication of the news to me by the 
owner of a catamai'an; * the despatch by me of 
Samaiyan to M. de la Villebague to obtain a letter 
to the officers of the ship, authorizing them to admit 
the articles ; the receipt by him of this ; the deli- 
very by me of the same to the catamaran man with 
instructions to escort the boat containing the bales 
to the ship, in view to assisting in putting them on 
board and procuring a voucher in token of ship- 
ment; the fulfilment by him of my instructions; his 


* A raft very much use! along the Coromandel coast, particularly by 
fishermen. It is formed by lashing together three or four logs of very 
buoyant wood, which are so shaped that the whole structure has roughly 
the shape at one cud of the bow of a boat. This end is slightly raised 
by the use of specially shaped pieces of wood. 
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handing to me an acknowledgment signed by an 
officer named Gossard ; his departure after receiving 
the hire which I had agreed to pay him ; and the 
return of the boat to Cuddalore. I also informed him 
how, on the following day, M. Rousseliere Dubois, to 
whom I gave the voucher, caused a list of the bales 
to be prepared ; and how he and M. de la Villebague 
attested the bill-of-lading with their signatures, and 
made it over to me. I further pointed out that the 
entries of bale-marks in the bill-of-lading were based 
on those noted in the voucher received from the 
ship. Thereupon, M. Dumas told me that so long 
as I was in possession of the paper signed by the 
persons named, I need not bestow any further 
thought on the matter. I next communicated to 
MM. Dumeslier, Signard, and Dulaurens what had 
occurred, and showed them a letter addressed to 
me by M. Dubois, from the roadstead at Mylapore. 
They observed that in the face of the facts stated, 
there was nothing fer me to be anxious about. 

The next day, the Governor summoned the 
Brahmans employed as accountants at the sea-cus- 
toms office, and asked if they had any record of the 
cargo put on board the Manilla ship. They pro- 
duced certain entries showing particulars of bales 
embarked from the ports of Porto Novo, Cuddalore, 
and Pondiehery. The Governor found, to his satis- 
faction, that the item of supply by me of four bales 
was included in the account of shipments from 
Cuddalore. 
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The Phenix, which sailed for China on the 15th 
March 1737, returned to the roads. The super- 
cargoes, MM. St. Sauveur and Brignon, and the 
captain of the ship, M. Desjardins, landed at 5. 

According to the information furnished to me by 
M. St. Sauveur, the goods brought by this vessel for 
transhipment on board the Heureux Marchand and 
the estimated quantities of them are as follow : — 

White sugar, 500 peculs, equal to 125 candies. 11 

White sugar candy. 1,000 peculs, equal to 250 candies. 

Tin, 4,100 peculs, equal to 1,025 candies. 

Camphor . . . f peculs, equal to . . . t can- 

dies. 

Mercury, 3J peculs, equal to . . . candies. 

Bolls of different kinds of silk. 

Porcelain crockery of various descriptions. 

Boxes of tea. 

It is also said — though I cannot vouch for the cor- 
rectness of the statement — that cargo other than that 
specified above, and to the value of 10,000 pagodas, 
belonging to the captain, deputy captain, and other 
officers of the ship, is on board. 

The following account of the treatment accorded 
to the french in China is given by those who have 
returned by this ship. 

M. Morlais, the captain of a French vessel which 
had touched there, went out hunting, taking with 
him a loaded pistol. The son of the chief of the 


* A candy is equal to 500 lb. avoirdupois, 
f Blank in the original. 
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province, who was standing on the flat roof of his 
house . . . * 

Monday, 13th May 1737, or hih Volyas l of 
Pinyala . — -This morning, letters were received from 
M. Lenoir, the ex-Governor of Pondichery, who 
has returned to France. They were brought by a 
ship from Europe, bound for Madras. One of them 
was addressed to the Deputy Governor, M . Delorme, 
in which it was intimated that the writer had reached 
Paris, and that he had been appointed a Director. 
Another was to M. Lenoir’s cousin, M. Duineslier, 
the contents of which were as follow : — 

“I reached L’Orient on the 9th May 1736. 
After I had visited the Directors there, I proceeded 
to Paris, where 1 arrived on the 2nd of June following. 
I then visited the Directors of the Company. On 
the 9th of the same month, they unanimously agreed 
to admit me as a shareholder, and appointed me to 
the directorate. My brothers, wife, and children, are 
well. This year the Company will send four ships to 
Pondichery, and three to Chandernagore, making iu 
all seven sail. Two of them will leave at the end of 
October, and the remainder before the beginning of 
January next. If you so elect, you may continue 
in your present appointment ; if you do not desire to 
do this, you can retire. In case that you have a 
mind to return, please, before you leave, appoint 
M. Dumas as the manager of your affairs.” 


* Blank in the original, 
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On the arrival of this letter, Vasudcva Aiyan 
and I visited M. Dumeslier, who placed it in my 
hands for perusal. 

This evening, Tiruvongadam, my younger brother, 
started on his way to Madras. To record what 
induced him to do this would occupy a number of 
pages. It does not behove me to do so now, or even 
to call the circumstances to mind. I shall, later on, 
take some other opportunity of remarking- upon it. 

[hs'afHrday], 15th .June 1737, or 5th Jni of Pinjala. 
— The ship I’ltrlippeav.e arrived here from Europe, at 
2 this afternoon. She is bound for Chandernagore. 
The captain, M. Lazar, landed from her silver packed 
in ninety-four boxes, which he left at the mint with 
instructions to coin it. When this, which weighs 
30,000 marcs,* is converted into rupees, she will 
leave for her destination. At 5, a Council was 
held at the residence of M. Dumas, the Governor, 
to read the despatches for the Government of 
Pondicliery which had arrived by this ship. As in 
these the names of all the Councillors with the ex- 
ception of two, viz., MM. Dulaurens and de Choisy, 
were mentioned, those gentlemen, at the request 
of the Governor, withdrew from the Council. The 
despatches were then read by him and the other 
Councillors. When the meeting had separated, the 
Governor opened the despatch addressed to him 


* 1 m a re = 8 nnnees, 1 ounce — 8 grnR, 1 gros = 3 deniers, 1 denier = 
24 grains. 
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personally, and learned from it that if it was agree- 
able to him, he might appoint MM. Dulaurens and 
de Choisy to his Council. M. Dumeslier had already 
resigned his seat, and he and M. Delorme, the Deputy 
Governor, were about to embark for Europe ; so 
that the Governor, finding that he could not appoint 
better men than they, and wishing to do them a good 
turn, appointed MM. Dulaurens and de Choisy to be 
members of his Council. As these facts have not 
been made public, people may say whatever they like ; 
but what I have stated above is the exact truth. I 
have derived my information from the Councillors 
with whom I am acquainted. As M. Lenoir had left 
Europe to effect the sale of goods belonging to the 
Company, this year’s despatch has not been signed by 
him. Another ship, which sailed for these shores on 
the same date as that previously mentioned, has been 
delayed on the way. The crew of that which has 
just reached this say that she will be sighted in two 
or three days hence. The vessel which has arrived 
brought no communications from M. Lenoir to any 
one here. 

JlonJaij, 17th June 1737, or 7th. Ani of P'nvja/a. 
— At 2 in the afternoon, the Due <le Bourbon, captain, 
M. Marquesac, arrived. AT. Dirois, a Councillor, 
came by her to Pondichery. When he and the captain 
disembarked, a salute of fifteen guns was fired from 
the battery at the fort. They then went to the Gov- 
ernor’s house, and delivered to him the communica- 
tions which they had brought from the Company. 
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M. Dirois took up his residence in the house of M. 
Cordier. He was ill when he landed here. The de- 
spatches from the Company which were sent by this 
ship are in purport mainly the same as those which 
were previously received by the Phelippeaux. It has 
forwarded to this Government an order intimating 
that if the Directorship, either of Chandernagore, or 
of Mahe, should fall vacant during the time that 
M. Dirois continues a Councillor, he may be appointed 
to the vacancy. The silver sent by the Company to 
Pondichery in this vessel amounts to 30,000 marcs. 
The present market price of a seer of silver varies 
from 7 pagodas 5 fanams, to 7 pagodas 6 fanams. 
Both the PheUppeaux and the Due de Bourbon landed 
at Pondichery thirty-four chests of coral ; besides 
various kinds of broad- cloth, gold and silver lace, 
spirits, and miscellaneous European merchandise. 

The Dug de Bourbon brought letters from M. 
Lenoir to his friends out here, and amongst others, 
to the Governor M. Dumas, M. Delorme the 
Deputy Governor, and M. Dumeslier. She also 
conveyed letters to M. Dumeslier from his father, 
brother, and other relatives. That received by him 
from his father lamented the separation from his 
son. The letter from M. Lenoir stated that after he 
had returned to Europe, the Director-Generalship 
of all India was conferred on him, but that he had 
not as yet taken over charge ; that the Company 
had consequently written the despatches according 
to the usual form ; that he had no concern in the 
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orders issued by the Directors ; that MM. Delorme 
and Dumeslier had permission to return ; that the 
Company entertained a high opinion of M. Dumeslier; 
that if ho wished to stay in India he might do 
so, and that in that case, he could sign his name after 
M. Legou in the despatches. There were other 
matters mentioned in the letter, but M. Dumeslier 
saw fit to communicate only the above-mentioned 
particulars to me. Vasudeva Pandit was with me 
at the time. We both asked M. Dumeslier whether 
he meant to stay in India, or return to Europe. 
He replied that he did not see what advantage he 
could gain when he was separated and far away 
from his parents, brothers, sisters, and kindred. 
Alluding to his earnings in this country, he asked us 
whether we did not think that he could obtain the 
same in his own. He said that it was better to 
earn 10 pagodas in one’s own land, than 100 in a 
foreign one ; as in the former case a man need not 
give up friends and relatives. He told us many 
things concerning the administration of his country, 
and the customs obtaining there. His descriptions 
tallied with what we had heard before from other 
European gentlemen, and from Chevalier Guruva 
Pillai. M. Dume-dier told us how M. Dumas came to 
be appointed Governor of Pondichery. He ^aid that 
a servant of the French Minister induced his master 
to use his influence with the Company on behalf of 
M. Dumas, and that the Directors finding that 
M. Lenoir was about to return to France, and not 
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daring to refuse the Minister’s request, sent out 
M. Dumas, with a warrant of appointment. In 
return for the services rendered by the Minister’s 
servant, M. Dumas agreed to pay him 10,000 dollars 
immediately on his appointment, and a further sum 
of 2,000 dollars a year during the time that he 
retained the Governorship. He further spoke of 
the weak administration of M. Dumas, and the 
factions existing in the town. He gave us to 
understand that he and M. Delorme were sure to 
return to France by the first ship in September. 
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CHAPTER II. 

FROM JUNE 20™, 1737, TO JUNE 11™, II. IS. 

Arrival of Chauvelin — Sailing of Fhvlippeaux — M. Vender appointed to 
liandar— Depui ture of Chain elm — Arrival of Maurepas — Account of 
'attack on Mocha — Capture of the fort — M. Delorme embarks for 
Franco — Oompaiison between him and his successor, M. Legou — Views 
of Europeans on the subject — Kindly conduct of MM. Deloimo and 
Dumeslier — Opinion as to their merits — Reasons for return to France 
of MM. Febvrier and Porcher — Death of a bishop [Claude Visdelou] — 
Origin of differences between certain chuiches — Letter from Imam 
Sahib — Contains draft on account of loan to French — This sent to 
Alambarai for encashment — Letter to Governor from France — M. 
Flias announces intended departuie for China -Sorrow of diarist 
— Grounds for this — Letteis intimating early arrival of two ships 
from Manilla — Sailing of Nossa Senhora da Saude — Her cargo — Visit 
of Kodairla liamaiyan to Governor — His leeeption and treatment — 
Remarks on these— Arrival of Sankaraparih fiom Manilla— Profits on 
cargo sold there — Diarist visits Govei nor— Discussion regarding 
purchase of ingot of gold — Conversation touching measures taken to 
ensure standard of fineness of pagodas — Arrival of (Jmnte de Toulouse 
— News brought by her — Intimacy of M. Lenoir with Mr. Pitt — Visit 
to M. Flias — Conversation with him — Anival of St. Joseph — Father 
Loliere conveys message to diarist fiom M. Lenoir— News regsu ding 
M. Vii.cons — Arrival of St. Fen>it, bound for China- -Merchants 
of old Company contract for supply of piece-goods — Ceieruonies 
observed on the occasion— Agents of Imam Sahib an ive with silver 
bullion to be exchanged for pagodas — Terms of agreement under 
which this done — Subsequent proceedings — Difficulties which arose 
— Arrival of St. Geran — Appointment of Governor as Chevaliei of 
St. Michael- -Pi oceedings on reading despatch by Council — Reasons 
for conferring the decoration — Piivileges which it will carry— Reflec- 
tions on good fortune of M. Dumas —Rewards to M. Flias ami Kana- 
karaya Mudali — Remarks on good luck of latter— Cargo of St. Get an 
— Execution of a deserter. 


[Thursdaif], 20th June 1737, or 10th Aui of 
Pimjala . — The Chauvelin, commanded by M. Xavery, 
arrived in the roads with 25,000 marcs of silver. 
This will be coined into rupees, and despatched to 
Chandernagore 


A n i\al of 
Chauvelin 

with ’jllvei 

bullion. 
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[Friday'], 28tli June 1737, or 18th Aui of Pin- 
gala. — The Phdfpcaiuc, captain, M. Lazar, sailed 
during the night for Chandernagore, with three lakhs 
of rupees on board. 

Friday, 12th July 1737, or 1st Adi of Pingala . — 
At noon a Council was held, and it was decided to 
send M. Verrier as Administrator of Bandar,* to 
relieve M. Golard, who is ill. 

Saturday, 13th July 1737, or 2nd Adi of Pingala. 
— The Chauvelin, captain, M. Xaveiy, left during 
the night for Chandernagore, carrying five lakhs of 
rupees. 

Friday, 19th July 1737, or 8th Adi of Pingala . — 
The ship Maurepas, which departed last year to attack 
Mocha, reached the anchorage at noon to-day. She 
announced her arrival to the ship of M. Marquesac 
by firing seven guns, and then saluted the fort. 
The captain, M. de la Garde, had hoisted, on the main 
mast of his ship, the Arabian flag which he had 
captured in the fort at Mocha. This was blood red, 
and in the middle was represented a hand with 
the five fingers stretched out. The captain brought 
it on shore with him. It was then shown to the 
Governor, and deposited in the fort. The officers, 
captains, lieutenants, etc. ; and the soldiers who 
formed the expedition, returned by her. At 6 in 
the evening, all the guns of the fort, as well as those 
mounted on the ramparts, were fired. As I have 
not previously said anything about the expedition 

* The popular name of Masulipatam. Bandar itself means a landing 
placet 
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to Mocha, I now give the particulars of it. When 
the ship fitted out for this purpose reached her 
destination, a boat and a catamaran were sent out 
from the shore to meet her. The crew of the 
vessel made these fast to her, and owing to stress 
of weather, had to quit the roads ; but after four 
or five days, when the sea became calm, she returned, 
and proceeded to disembark a few men with arms 
and ammunition. Before, however, a landing could 
be effected, the men in the fort had realised that 
hostilities against them were contemplated. The 
ship discharged from a mortar a shell which fell 
into a mosque where the Governor and others were 
at the time assembled. The fuse of the missile was 
burning, and emitted sparks. Rome people gathered 
around to look at this novelty, but soon there was 
an explosion, and twenty-five of the spectators were 
killed. The Governor immediately escaped into 
the country. When the expeditionary force heard 
that he had fled, it marched against the fort, and 
attacked it. In this skirmish, which lasted for an 
hour, five of the assaulting party were killed, whilst 
the enemy suffered a loss of fort 7- five men. The 
fort then fell into the hands of the besiegers, who 
hauled down the Arabian flag, and hoisted their own. 
A corporal was appointed commandant. The victors 
occupied the fort for a few days, when persons de- 
puted by the hfawab who governed the town came 
to them, and paid ... * 
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Friday, !+th October 1737, or 83 rd Pit raff (in of 
Pingala . — At 9 this morning, MM. Delorme the ex- 
Deputy Governor, Lenoir, Dumeslier ; M. Febvrier 
the ex-Secretary, with his wife; and M. Poreher 
left the beach in a boat, and embarked on board 
the Fleur y, captain, M. Dordelin, bound for France. 
A salute of fifteen guns was fired from the fort 
when 31. Delorme, the ex-Deputy Governor, left the 
shore, and nine guns were fired by the ship when 
he reached her. During the night she set sail. 
Many in Pondichery were concerned at the departure 
of the Deputy Governor, for he was liked by the 
people for his just decisions. He made no distinc- 
tion between rich and poor, never took a bribe, and 
treated the native on a footing of equality with the 
European. The people were also grieved at the 
thought of having as his successor 31. Legou, who is 
not famed for his uprightness, and has a partiality for 
Europeans. They were aware of the weak adminis- 
tration of 3f. Dumas, and feared that no check 
would be exercised over 31. Legou. 31hny Europeans 
shared the opinion of the people of the town that 
hitherto things had moved smoothly, because 3L 
Delorme conducted the affairs of government with 
certainly half the ability displayed by the former 
Governor, 31. Lenoir, and that henceforward matters 
would not go on so favourably. On the other hand, 
there were some Europeans who rejoiced, thinking 
that under 31. Legou they would have their own way. 
Both 31. Delorme and M. Dumeslier were sorry 
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to part with me, and before embarking expressed 
their anxiety on my account, because Kanakaniya 
Mudali and l are not on good terms, and they could 
no longer support me against him. They feared that 
during their absence he might endeavour to do 
me a mischief with the Governor, who is well dis- 
posed towards him. They therefore recommended 
me to the kindly notice of M. Elias, who was asked to 
watch over my interests. They told him that much 
as they desired to return to France, they were never- 
theless far from happy at being compelled to leave 
me in this predicament. They took so much interest 
in me because they knew that I was dependent on 
M. Lenoir, and had none else to befriend me ; and 
because they were also aware that there was long- 
standing enmity between me and Kanakariiya .Mudali. 
They were men who always revered God, and walked 
in uprightness. It was therefore no wonder that 
prior to their embarkation, all the people united in 
wishing them well, and a prosperous voyage. God 
will, no doubt, bless their voyage. 

I will now explain why AL Febvrier went with 
his wife to France. The son of M. Alollandin now 
resides in that country with his uncle. M. Mol- 
landin, when he died, appointed M. Febvrier as the 
executor of his estate. M. Febvrier not only took 
charge of it, but also married the widow. The 
brother of M. Mollandin has now demanded of the 
executor the return of the property belonging to his 
nephew. M. Febvrier has therefore gone with his 
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Chap. ii. -wife, to render accounts, and to deliver up the estate 
1737 . in person. The cause of M. Porcher’s departure is 
departure of as follows. When he was at Bandar, as Adminis- 

M. Porcher. . 

trator, he tell out with the merchants there. One 
of them, Koralla Balu C’hetti by name, preferred, 
after the departure of M. Lenoir, the late Governor, 
a complaint against hi. Porcher before M. Dumas, 
the new Governor, and M. Delorme. He accused the 
Charged Administrator of Bandar of having defrauded the 

with de- ° 

th'e U com- Company, and having despoiled the local traders. 
M. Porcher was in consequence recalled, and M. 
Golard was sent in his place. When M. Porcher was 
arraigned before the Council, he denied the charge, 
and stated that he only acted under orders from 
M. Lenoir, who knew all the facts of the case, and 
that he would go home, and explain everything to 


him. The Governor and his Councillors assented 
to this course, and ordered the accused to clear 
himself in Prance before the Directors. Hence the 
departure of M. Porcher by the above-mentioned 
vessel. 

Ko h p 0fa Monday, lltli November 1737, or 30th Arp pin 
of P my ala. At half-past 11 to-day, Monseigneur 
the Bishop ... * departed this life. He was 

Hispre- once the head of the church of St. Paul,f but 

history. 


* There is a blank in the original in the place of the name It 
appears, however, to have been Claude Visdelou. 

t This church belonged to the Jesuits. It was destroyed by the 
English m 1761 after the capture of Pondichory. The chuicli now 
occupying the cite on which it stood is that of the Mission Etrangere. 
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being dissatisfied with the behaviour of the mem- 
bers of it, he betook himself to the church of the 
Capuchins. The origin of the dissension between 
these two churches may be traced to the following 
incident. In 1712-13, a bull was issued by the 
Pope of Rome, enjoining the examination of the 
clergy in all the churches, and the punishment by 
excommunication of those who had departed from the 
true teaching of the Mother Church ... * 

[Suturday], 19th April 1738, or 10th Chittirai 
of Kdlaxjuldx. — Company’s peon Govinda Rao and 
his brother brought from the camp of Nawab D6st 
’All Kh an. Rais Zahiir Khan, and Imam Sahib, at 
Golconda, a letter addressed by the last mentioned 
of these to the Governor, M. Dumas. They were 
also the bearers of another communication to 
Kanakaraya Mudali, from Ananta Aiyan, the agent 
of the Drench. In that from Imam Sahib was 
enclosed a draft on the officer in charge of the 

A 

treasury at the fort at Alambarai ; the Governor was 
to cause this to be presented, and to obtain the 
amount mentioned therein. What this sum exactly 
was is not known, but the transaction related to the 
grant of a loan by Imam Sahib to the French. 

Sunday, 20th April 1738, or 11th Chittirai of 
Kdlayul-ti . — This morning, clerk Sinappaiyan, en- 
trusted with the draft referred to above, proceeded 
to Alambarai. 


Chap. II. 


1738. 

Origin of 

differences 

lietween 

certain 

churches. 


Letter to 
Governor 
from Imam 
Sahib. 


Contains 
draft on 
account 
of loan to 
French. 


This sent to 
Alambarai 
for encash- 
ment. 


* Blank in the original. 
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Monday, 21st April 1738, or 12th Ohittirai oj 
Kdlayukti . — This morning, I visited the Governor. 
He was talking to M. Elias. M. Signard was with 
them. Just then a courier from Madras delivered 
a letter to the Governor, who informed us that the 
Princess Mary, belonging to the English, had arrived 
at Madras, and had brought a letter from a friend 
of his in France, bearing date 13th October 1737. 
After M. Signard and others had gone, the Governor 
turned to M. Elias, and told him that the news 
which he had received from France was all good. He 
then looked in my direction, and taking the hint, 
1 withdrew to a distance. He spoke further with 
M. Elias, but I do not know what it was about. 

M. Elias summoned me, and said : “ llangappa ; 

I purpose leaving for China. I require 100 candies 

of lead. Whenever it is procurable in the market 

at Nagftr, Porto Novo, or any adjacent places, 

arrange for the prompt purchase of it. You 

can employ your servants there for this purpose; 

I will pay their wages.” When he mentioned 

his intended departure, it was as though an arrow 

had stricken me through the ears. I cannot 

describe on paper the anxiety and trouble which 

this news evoked. The reason why I felt this 

so keenly was that since the retirement of M. 
/ 

Lenoir, M. Elias, bearing in mind the animosity 
which Kanakaraya Mudali harboured against me, 
was always kindly disposed towards me. He would 
give a willing hearing to any representation that I 
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had to make, and advise me as to what was to he 
done ; and whenever my name was mentioned by 
the Governor or his Councillors, he would always 
speak favourably of me. He was thus helpful to 
me in several ways, which proportionately irri- 
tated Kanakarftyan. My recollection of all this has 
aroused intense pain in my heart. My prayer to God 
is that M. Elias may be blessed with a prosperous 
voyage, sound health, and success in the business 
which he has in hand; and that he may soon return 
to this country, in order that T may enjoy his benign 
support once more. By the grace of God, all this 
will be realized : of this I make no doubt. 

Thursday, 2hth April 1738, or 15th Chiftirai of 
Kdlayul'ti. — Two letters, despatched through the 
post by Mr. Hubbard, the Governor of Fort St. 
David, arrived during the third watch * of the night. 
One of these was written by M. Carvalho, of Madras, 
and the other by MM. de la Villebague and Dubois. 
The first-mentioned stated that M. Carvalho’s ship, 
and thatf of MM. Dubois and cle la Villebague 
left Manilla together ; that after arriving at St. 
Nicolas,! that of M. Carvalho outstripped its con- 
sort, and arrived first in port ; and that the other 
might be expected in a day or two. M. de la Ville- 
bague intimated in his letter that his vessel had put 
into St. Nicolas for water, and would reach her 


# The jamam, or watch, is a period of three English hours, 
f This was the £c nlarapdrik referred to on page 13 — vide also p. 33. 
J Probably St. Nicolas Point in Java, known also as Bantam Point. 
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destination in five or six days. This news was 
received with joy by the people, who were experi- 
encing distress, owing to the limited circulation of 
the Company’s coins. 

Friday, 25th April 1738, nr 16th Chittirai of 
Kalayukti. — In the third watch this night, the ship 
Nossa Smhora da Savde set sail for Manilla. Her 
captain is M. de Solminiac, and her supercargo M. 
Herbert. The native captain is Azhagappan, the 
husband of Kanakardya Mudali’s sister-in-law. 
About from 300 to 400 bales of her lading is the 
property of Armenian merchants. Of the remainder, 
a considerable portion formed part of the cargo of 
the Heureux Marchand, and the rest belongs to 
local Europeans and "Natives. 

Saturday, 26th April 1738, or 17th Chittirai of 
KdhyuHi.—K^dmda, Rhmaiyan, the lessee of the 
lands of Vazhud&vur and those of Fort St. David, 
paid a visit at 5 this evening, to M. Dumas, the 
Governor of Pondicherv. Entering the house, he 
proceeded by the staircase to the central hall on 
the second storey, where the Governor, who had 
come half way to receive him, embraced and led him 
to a couch placed on the western side of the apart- 
ment. Both seated themselves there, and made 
inquiries regarding each other’s welfare : Kanaka- 
r&ya Mudali interpreted, and the members of Council 
were seated in the northern portion of the room. 
A present of five yards of red and five yards of 
green broad-cloth, a mirror worth 6 or 7 pagodas, 
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a couple of pen-knives, and two pairs of scissors, 
was made to him. Seven guns were fired when the 
Governor first met and embraced him in the central 
hall. Gifts were also made to Achaiyan, K6n§ri 
Pandit, and YirS Reddi ; each of whom had two 
yards of broad-cloth. When Kodanda Ramaiyan was 
about to take his departure, the Governor asked him 
whether he had ever visited the interior of the fort. 
He replied that he would do so, if permitted. The 
Governor thereupon desired Kanakaraya Mudali 
to conduct him round. After he had seen the 
place, he repaired to his apartments in Sunguvar’s 
garden-house. During the administration of M. 
Lenoir, Kodanda RSmaiyan would not have received 
such an honour as a salute of guns, and would not, 
in any way, have been made much of. 

Wednesday, \_30th April 1738, o/-] 21-st Ghittirai 
of Kdlajnliti . — At 1 this afternoon, the ship San- 
karapdi ik, which left for Manilla in the month 
of Panguni, of the year Nala [March 1737], re- 
turned, after having disposed of the goods which 
she carried thither. M. de la Yillebague is her cap- 
tain ; the supercargo is M. Rousseliere Dubois, and 
they received a commission on the sales. The fol- 
lowing is a statement of how the cargo sold : blue 
piece-goods at 50 per cent, profit ; coarse cloths, 
striped and ordinary, at 20 per cent. ; Bandar 
stuff at 80 per cent. ; Chandernagore stuff at 80 
or 90 per cent. ; flowered cloths and fine Madras 
chintz at 20 or 25 per cent. ; and the chintzes of 
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Pondichery, Tiruppappul iyiir and the surrounding 
places, partly at a loss, and partly at cost-price. 
The accounts furnished by MM. Dubois and de la 
Yillebague showed that the rates were not at 
variance with those of the year Pingala [1737]. 
In the case of flow r ered chintz, a year’s credit was 
given. 

Tuesday , 6th May 1738, or 27th Chittirai of Kola- 
yulli. — Between half-past 6 and 7 in the morning, I 
went to the Governor’s residence. To a question put 
by him, I replied that I had brought with me the 
ingot of Malacca gold which he had given me two 
days before. He asked me whether I was prepared to 
give 272 pagodas an bigot. I replied : “ My Lord, 
I have already offered at the rate of 27 If pagodas, 
and I do not desire the gold if the price exceeds that 
amount, even by a cash.” The Governor objected 
to receiving Alambarai pagodas, because, so he said, 
their fineness was only 7f touches. He wished to be 
paid hi pagodas of S r V r touches. To this I would 
not assent, but offered to pay only in w r hat was 
current. He asked me whether I required him to 
accept even copper coins. He next communicated to 
me his decision at Council on the previous day. It 
was to the effect that those who brought into the 
town pagoda coins having a fineness of less than 
eight touches, would not only render themselves 
liable to a fine of 1,000 pagodas, but would be 
treated with ignominy, by being branded with the 
figure of a dog, and being severely dealt with in 
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other ways. He moreover told me that a procla- 
mation to this effect would be made in the evening 
by beat of tom-tom,* and that notices would be 
posted up in three places in the fort, viz., the cloth- 
market, the church, and the court. I submitted 
to him that his order would be a hardship on all 
the inhabitants of the town, as the gold coins now 
possessed by them were all of less than the pre- 
scribed fineness. He however would not listen to 
my reasoning: his proposal is impracticable. 

The Comte <le Touh»o s-e, which loft France on 
the 11th November 1737, or 30th Arppisi of 
Pingala, arrived here this day at noon. When she 
anchored, fifteen guns were fired ; as were seven 
more on the landing of the captain, M. Boutet 
de 1’ Orient. Within half an hour of disembarking, 
he proceeded to the residence of the Governor, and 
handed to him a letter from the Directors. This 
conveyed no extraordinary tidings, but the captain 
informed us that M. Lenoir was in Paris enjoying 
good health, and that his word was law with the 
Directors of the Company. He also stated that Mr. 
Pitt f was living in France, in the same house 
with M. Lenoir, and that they were inseparable 
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* A small native drum slang horizontally and boat cm at both end* by 
hand. 

t This was apparently George Merton Pitt — Governor of 3Indias. 1730 
to 1733. 3*. Lenoir w.i? Governor ct Pondiehcry from 17—** to 1733, Jj^tb 
lie and Kanga Pillai were no doubt acquainted with 31 r. Pitt, ami the two 
(xO\uiiiors probald) coiuiact»-d u tj leii'lslup. in a lat«*r \oluiuc ot the 
diary llanga Pillai rofVi** to 31 r. Pitt, Governor of Madrai,'’ 
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companions. He told us that M. Vincens * was 
coming out in Tai [January], 

I repaired this evening at 6, to the house of 
M. Elias. He told me that after the arrival of 
the French ship he, towards the evening, visited the 
Governor, who — MM. Dulaurens and Legou being 
present — communicated the intelligence that the 
Company entertained a very favourable opinion of 
him, and had issued directions to accede to whatever 
representations he might make. He further told 
me that the Governor had intimated to him that a 
letter, which was coming out by the next ship, had 
also been addressed to him by the Company. The 
Governor, so I was informed, then congratulated 
M. Elias, on which he returned suitable thanks. I 
asked him whether he had himself written to the Com- 
pany, to which he replied that he had not ; neither 
did he know any of the Directors. He spoke in high 
terms of M. Lenoir, and attributed the favour shown 
to him by the Company to the recommendations in 
his behalf made by that gentleman to the Directors. 

Forty thousand marcs of silver were received by 
the Comte de Touluum. This, it is said, will be coined 
into rupees, and sent on to Chandernagore by her. 

Wednesday, 7th May 1738, or 28th Chittirai of 
Kdlayukt i . — The ship St. Joseph, which had been to 
Perak and Tenasserim, returned at 8 this morning. 
Her cargo is said to consist of rice and Mergui wood. 


* The husband of the future Madame Dupleix, 
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This evening at about 7, learning that Father 
Loliere * of the church f in front of my house 
had come to my residence, and was standing at 
the entrance, I hastened to him, and paid my 
respects. He then informed me that he had come 
to impart a piece of news that would pleasantly 
surprise me. So saying, he took me to the 
church, conducted me into his dining room, and 
ordering a wax candle standing on the table there 
to be lighted, requested me to be seated on a 
chair placed by the side of it, whilst he sat on 
another hard by. He then told me that he had 
received, by the ship which had recently arrived, a 
letter from M. Lenoir, in which he was bidden to 
visit and give me certain information. Showing 
the portion of the communication which concerned 
me, he permitted me to read it. It ran as follows : 
“ Eangappan, your neighbour in the house oppo- 
site to you, has written a letter to me. I am in 
receipt of it, and am very pleased. Assure him 
that I will never forget him. 1 am on the watch 
for an opportunity to assist him in what he wants, 
and when one offers, I will see to his interests ; I 
have not written to him direct, because he may 
have to use the help of another to acquaint himself 
with the contents of the letter. You had better 
visit him, and explain all this to the satisfaction of 
his heart.” After reading what was shown to me, 

* The full name was de Loliere Puycontat. 

| This was the church of the Mission Etrangere, 
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I remarked to Father Loliere that M. Lenoir was 
so good that his liking for me had not declined. 
He observed : “ He is very favourably disposed 
towards you. The way in which he has written 
shows that he has constantly in his mind a desire to 
oblige you in any matter of importance the success- 
ful issue of which depends on the pleasure of the 
authorities at home. As a rule, it is very hard to 
extract promises from him. He would not have 
written as he has, unless he was most cordially bent 
upon doing you a favour. He is not one who will 
forget promises, as some do.” He told me several 
other things regarding the character and abilities of 
M. Lenoir, which created in my heart unspeakable 
raptures. I then asked him how the business of 
M. Vincens fared. He replied that the brother of 
M. Dupleix had done his very best on his behalf, but 
that it was all in vain, and that M. Vincens was wan- 
dering about the streets of Paris much dispirited. I 
then took leave of the priest, and came away, having 
been escorted by him as far as the church gate. 

Sunday, 11th Man 1738, or 1st Vaigdsi of Kdla- 
yuhti. — -The St. Benoit, bound for China, and laden 
with pepper, cardamoms, etc., touched here. Of 
the cargo, only 100 candies of pepper were landed ; 
the balance has been retained on board, as the 
ship is on her way to China. The captain is 
M. Desjardins. 

[Friday], 16th May 1738, or 6th Vaijdsi of Edla- 
yuhti. — The merchants of the old Company executed 
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a contract, this morning at 9, undertaking to 
supply 3,000 bales of piece-goods for the year. 
Broad-cloth and a chain apiece were presented to 
them, and thirteen guns were fired. The gift of 
broad-cloth, and the salute, followed precedent. /Vs 
regards the chains, they were not in reality pres- 
ents made by the Company. Each man supplied 
himself with one at his own cost, and wearing it had 
for its origin nothing but a desire for ostentatious 
display. The motive which actuated the merchants 
to do this was that they wished it to be understood 
by the public that they were treated with greater 
marks of honour than Sunguvar, who had only broad- 
cloth, and a salute of guns. About five years ago, 
during the days when M. Lenoir was Governor, they 
preferred a request to be granted the present of 
a chain each, but he stoutly refused to comply with 
their petition, on the ground that in such matters 
time-honoured practice could not be deviated from. 
They then said that they would supply these at 
their own cost., but prayed that they might be 
presented to them by the Governor in public as, 
ostensibly, the gifts of the Company. He replied 
that if it was required, he had no objection to 
announce, ten thousand times, that the chains 
were given by the Company, provided that they 
were placed in his custody. The merchants there- 
upon each handed a chain to Kanakaraya Mudali, to 
be made over to the Governor, who eventually pre- 
sented it to its particular owner. Similarly, on 
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the present occasion, tlie merchants caused their own 
chains, which had been kept in their houses, to he 
presented by the Governor for the sake of appear- 
ances. A novel feature in the proceedings this 
year was that after signing the contract and taking 
leave they were accompanied from the Government 
house as far as the warehouse by dancing girls 
and tom-tom beaters of the left-hand caste.* In 
other respects, each received the honour usually 
accorded to him. 

An event which took place to-night in this town 
is recorded below. Subbaiyan and Rangappa Chetti, 
who are the agents of Imam S&hib, arrived here 
with 50,000 pagodas ; and in accordance with the 
agreement entered into by the french at the time 
when they were given authority to coin rupees, they 
asked to be supplied with silver for the money which 
they had brought. The terms of the agreement 
required that for every trading ship which reached 
the French, they should furnish to Imam Sthib 
ingots of silver worth 50,000 pagodas, he paying the 
value of these in the form of pagodas, at the rate 
of 7 pagodas and 2 fanams per seer of silver. The 
Governor promised to comply with their request, 
and also told them that as he expected another 
ship in five or six days he was prepared to give ingots 


* The terms “r ; ght hand”, and “left hand”, as applied to castes in 
the Tamil country, mark the distinction of the agricultural classes on the 
one hand from the artizan on the other. The words themselves are literal 
translations of the Tamil. 
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for a lakh of pagodas. They replied : “ We hear 
that you have condemned the current pagodas 
of Alambarai as base. Those now available there 
are only of about eight touches ; some being slightly 
above and some slightly below that fineness. It 
is therefore impossible for us to procure another 
50,000, of the standard touch.” The Governor had 
this matter under consideration for two or three 
days. Owing to the large outlay required for invest- 
ment amongst the merchants of the Company, and 
the smallness of the funds in hand, he bade the 
agents of Imam Sahib obtain the additional amount. 
They accordingly wrote to Alambarai, and received 
a further sum of 50,000 pagodas. The Governor 
then summoned the officers of the mint, and directed 
them to melt some of the coins, and ascertain their 
fineness. They accordingly took ten of them at 
random and melted them ... * 

Tui silai/, \_10th Jun < ’ 1738, «/•] 314 Vaiyftxi of 
Kdlaynkti . — This evening at a little before 6, the 
St. Geran arrived from France. The captain’s 
name is M. Aubin. When she anchored, seventeen 
guns were fired by her, and a similar number was 
returned from the ramparts of the fort. When the 
captain disembarked, a further salute of nine guns 
was fired. The intelligence which arrived by this 
ship was to the effect that, by the command of the 
King of France, M. Dumas, the Governor, was 
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* Blank in the original. 
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appointed, by the Comptroller-General, to the Order 
of St. Michael. The letter written by the Company 
to the Governor further stated that the insignia of 

O 

the Order might be expected by the next ship. 

Wednesday, 11th June 1738, or 1st Aid of Kola- 
yvkti . — A Council was held this morning at 8 
to read the Company's letter. The proceedings 
opened with the firing of twenty-one guns from the 
fort battery. The Deputy Governor and the other 
Councillors congratulated M. Dumas on the honour 
bestowed on him by the French monarch. The mer- 
chants and the principal inhabitants of the town 
also went to the Council to congratulate him. The 
Order of St. Michael was conferred on M. Dumas 
for the following reasons. The endeavours of the 
various Governors of Pondichery, during the last 
thirty years, to obtain a charter from the Xawab of 
Areot authorizing them to issue a rupee coinage had 
previously been of no avail, and were crowned with 
success only during the time of the present Governor. 
The Directors of the Company were exceedingly 
pleased to receive the news of this, especially as they 
had expended large sums of money to procure the 
charter— by which they would be considerably 
profited — and the negotiations had been carried on 
through a long series of years. They thereupon 
communicated the glad tidings to the Comptroller- 
General, and through him, to the King of France, 
who desired to know what return should be made to 
M. Dumas for his signal services. The Directors, 
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having reason to believe that M. Dumas, who had 
written to his agent to that effect, would not be 
adverse to being invented with the Order of St. 
Michael, informed the Comptroller- General accord- 
ingly. He, in his turn, made it known to the King, 
who agreed to bestow the insignia of the Order on 
M. Dumas, and directed the Comptroller-General to 
prepare the necessary Letters Patent. That official 
communicated to the Company the orders passed, 
as well as the intelligence that the decoration would 
be despatched by the next ship. It thereupon made 
these things known in the letter to M. Dumas and 
his Council. The honour conferred upon him will 
give the following privileges to his descendants. 
His sons will take rank as nobles, and may marry 
into noble families, and his daughters may be mar- 
ried to members of the nobility. As for M. Dumas 
himself, he will be greeted with honour wherever 
Frenchmen are ; he being a Chevalier of the Order 
of St. Michael. When he goes to the capital of 
of France, he will be exempt from the royal 
taxes, to which all other Frenchmen are liable. 
The Order of St. Michael was formerly conferred 
by the King on Guruva Piljai. He having left 
no descendants, the title of Chevalier, and his 
knighthood, became extinct with him. If M. Dumas 
dies without issue, there will be no heir to his title. 
It will not descend to his brothers or other 
relations. He is indeed lucky in having secured 
the honour of knighthood. It is one not commonly 
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granted. I -will show how he was more fortunate 
than his predecessors in office. It is well known that 
former Governors, however astutely they laboured, 
successively failed in their endeavours to secure from 
the Is a wiib of Arcot the charter authorizing the 
coinage of rupees. They expended immense sums 
of money. The negotiations were very prolonged. 
M. Lenoir, however, who was Governor before M. 
Dumas, wrote to the Governor of Bandar, and pre- 
vailed upon him to mediate with Chin Qulich Khan * 
to obtain for the French leave to enlarge the fort 
there, and to circulate the pagoda coins of Pondi- 
chery in that town on the same footing as those of 
Madras. In the course of these negotiations, a sum 
of between 2,000 and 3,000 pagodas was expended, 
and permits were obtained from the Nizam in regard 
to these matters. Further, M. Lenoir sent for Imam 
Sahib, and conferred with him as to the means of 
obtaining from the Nawab of Arcot a permit to issue 
a rupee coinage in Pondichery. Imam Sahib prom- 
ised to send the required license, and returned to 
his home. But before the charter of the Naw&b 
could be despatched by Imam Sahib, M. Lenoir 
returned to Prance, and M. Dumas was appointed 
in his stead. This change occurred within the short 
space of two months. The document at last came, 
and M. Dumas was the recipient of it. All the 
credit attending the successful issue of the nego- 


* Former name of Xizam-ul-mulk, Asaf Jah.. 
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tiations attached itself to him. He, in this transac- 
tion, did nothing, whilst M. Lenoir did everything ; 
but all the honour and glory go to the former ! 
Who shall now say that M. Dumas is not a lucky 
individual ? 

The Company, it appears, had, through M. 
Dumas, sent a letter and forwarded a reward to 
M. Elias for his share in the negotiations to obtain 
the charter. He however was the recipient of 
neither. The Company’s letter to the Council at 
Pondichery mentioned that a medal would be trans- 
mitted to Kanakaraya Mudali, as a recognition of 
his assistance in procuring the concession. This will 
not confer much honour on the person receiving it, 
because it is not granted by the King. A similar 
medal was, on the recommendation of M. Dupleix, 
granted three years ago to Indula Nuruyaua Savutri, 
who is now the chief dubash at Chandernagore. The 
Tamilians, who do not know much about these 
distinctious, will naturally think highly of the 
recipient of a medal. But the French hold such 
decorations in but little esteem, and indeed it was 
entirely different from that accorded to Guruva 
Pillai. Kanakaraya Mudali is however a lucky 
man. There has been before him no dubash who held 
office so long, or who amassed so much money ; and 
there has been no predecessor of his whose name has 
travelled so far as France, and who has obtained so 
much distinction. Who shall say that this man is 
not fortunate ? 
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The silver brought by the recently arrived ship 
amounted to . . . * marcs, and the number of 

bales of broad-cloth, was a hundred. 

Some new f factors have also arrived for the fort. 

There was a remarkable occurrence this day. A 
soldier who had deserted and been captured • and 
who had remained in confinement for the last fifteen 
days, was made an example of, as a warning to 
others. He was removed to the south of the fort, 
near the ditch, and ordered to kneel. He was 
then blind-folded, and shot through the heart by 
three soldiers who stood opposite to him with their 
muskets aimed at his breast. 


* Blank in the original 

t European mercantile servants of the Company. 
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CHAFTER III. 

FROM JULY 9 th , 1738, TO NOVEMBER 29™, 1738 . 

Francisco Pereira, physician to Chanda Sahib, brings presents to Governor 
— Description of these — Supposed object of visit — Arrival of Dvches se 
— M. de la Bourdonnais created Chevalier of St. Louis — Deaths of his 
wife, and son — Mission to Raja of Tanjore to negotiate purchase of 
Karikal — Gifts carried by it — M. Dirois starts by land to establish 
administration there — Others embark in St. tferaii —Failure of negoti- 
ations — Raja opposes occupation of Karikal— Measures to expel French 
— Ariival of Phi nix — And of ship, the property of M. Dupleix, from 
Mocha — Bad news as to tiade at that place — Governor cancels his 
order for piece-goods — Return of Balu Chetti from camp of Chanda 
Sahib — Visits Governor — Presents given to, and by him— Reason for 
his coming — His plea a mere blind — Comments on his character — 
Despatch by sea of expedition to occupy Karikal — Returns without 
fulfilling its object— Flight of mission sent to Tanjore — Arrival of 
Due de Bowrb^h from Mocha — Her cargo — Bad accounts of trade — 
Diarist sets out for Porto Novo — Arrival of Apollon with insignia of St. 
Michael — Pioceedings on Governor’s first wearing these — Kanakaraya 
Mudali dejected at non-receipt of decoration — Sailing of La Pair — 
Arrival and departure of a ship for Chandernagore — Return of two of 
mission sent to Tanjore — Their adventures — Remarks on failure of 
mission — Decided to annex Karikal — Remarks on this subject — 
Presentation of medal to Kanakaraya Mudali — Ceremonies observed 
on the occasion — Cargoes and departure of D»c de Bourbon, St. 
Gerati , and Phem < — Kanakaraya Mudali creates trouble regarding 
interest on certain sums due by diarist— Reason for this — Under 
advice from M. Dulaurens diarist visits Governor— Remonstrates, 
and argues case — Governor promises help — On subsequent visit 
tenders douceur — Refused — Appears befoie Council on summons from 
Governor — Again pleads his case— Claim finally abandoned — Visits 
and thanks Governor and members of Council — Pious reflect ions 
on his escape. 

Wednesday, [9th July 1738, or] 29tli Ani nf 
KAlayuddi. — At noon this day, Francisco Pereira, 
the physician of Chanda Sahib, brought presents 
from his master to the Governor. At AT. Ingrand and 
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Golard went to meet him at Tiruv^ngada Pillai’s * 
garden-house, where he had alighted. They all 
started thence in formal array, with music and 
dancers, hearing with them the presents intended for 
the Governor ; and when the cavalcade arrived at the 
Yazhudavur main gate, a salute of seven guns was 
fired. The procession moved on thence to the resi- 
dence of the Governor, on the steps of which he 
welcomed the party, and conducted it to the cen- 
tral hall, where, under a salute of seventeen guns, 
he and Chanda Sahib’s messengers took their seats. 
The presents which came were : a roll of fine silk, 
valued at more than 100 pagodas, a turban worth 
more than 10 pagodas, and a girdle of similar value. 
This same physician had, a month before, brought 
presents of an Arabian horse and four jewelled 
ornaments from Chanda Sahib, and had presented 
them to the Governor. Gifts were at the same time 
made to all the Councillors, each member’s share 
amounting in value to more than 40 or 50 pagodas. 
The physician, on that occasion, stayed in Pondi- 
chery for fifteen days, and then took his departure. 
On this, he was sent by Chanda Sahib from Tiru- 

vannamalai. The reason for his second comma- 

© 

appears to be the following : It is said, on good 
authority, that he brought from Chanda Sahib a lakh 
of pagodas, which was handed by him to the Gov- 
ernor as a loan, on the understanding that if the 


* The father of Xtanga Pillai, then deceased. 
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money was refunded within a year, no interest would 
be charged, but that this would have to be paid if the 
liability was met after that time. It is also said 
that he will go back to his master, and return with 
another lakh of pagodas, to be made over to the 
Governor for trading purposes. 

The French ship Duchessc, captain, M. Monique, 
arrived this evening at 5, having on the way 
touched at Mascareigne,* where she remained for 
a month. The news from that place, as related by 
her captain, is as follows : The King of France has 
conferred on M. de la Bourdonnais the Order of 
St. Louis. The Company transmitted the decora- 
tion through the captain, and he was the bearer of it 
to the grantee. M. de la Bourdonnais has sustained 
a domestic calamity in the loss of his wife, who died 
of heart-disease in the eighth month of her preg- 
nancy. This was followed, a few days afterwards, by 
the death of his son, two years and-a-half old. These 
afflictions befell him after the arrival of the ship at 
Mascareigne. He is suffering from great depression 
of spirits. 

this vessel is bound for Chandernagore. >She 
has on board some silver wliich, it is reported, will 
be coined here, and taken on to that place in the 
form of specie. 

Saturday , [26th July 1738, or] ll+th Adi of Kti/a- 
yuJiti. — At G this morning, a mission started from 
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* Vide appendix !• 
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Pondichery, bearing presents to the Raja of Tanjore, 
its object being to purchase Karikal, the fort of 
Karukkilacheri, and the five adjoining villages 
of Tirumalairayanpattanam, etc. It consisted of 
the following individuals : Kubbaiyan of the Fort, 
Krishnaiyan the Hasty who acts as manager to 
Seshachala Chetti, Virappaiyan the Sleepy clerk to 
S£shachala Chetti, and an Aiyan * — name unknown 
— a protege of Rangoji Pandit; who is one of the 
household of the new Raja of Tanjore. They were 
escorted by a native officer and four sepoys in the 
service of the Company. The gifts sent to the Raja 
were valued at 407 pagodas ; those intended for the 
RajiVs uncle, Sundaroji Kattigai, were valued at 96 


pagodas; those for Rangoji Pandit at 106 pagodas; 
those for Triyambaka Rao, the son of Ananda Rao 
the Peshwa,t at 96 pagodas ; and those for Sa’id 
[Kh ; ciJ I of tht' Fort, at 120 pagodas. The presents 
destined for the last two were determined upon only 
at noon this day, and were despatched during the 
night. It was reported that M. Dirois was preparing 
to start for Karikal. 

Sunday, [27th July 1738, <>>•] 15th [Adi of IutJa- 
— At 3 this afternoon, the following persons 
staited for Karikal: M. Dirois as commandant. 


* The class appellation of a section of B.ihmans, following Siva 

f Tl “ e I ,,in, ' i P' 1 ,uinisu 'r ->f the Mnhintta ,,„«vr who sub.sequentlv 
supplannm; l,i« master became l-Ia-tic ,lly prince of an independent state 
ami ehiot of tht* Mahra f tas. 

: Hus was a Muhammadan officer Vested with the command of the 
Fort of Tanjore. He was also in inis for to the Kaja. 
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M. Martin ville as liis deputy, and M. Rebuty as 
engineer, to build fortifications, etc. The natives 
accompanying them, to hold offices, were Prakasa 
Mudali the Squint-eyed, the son of Arunachala 
Mudali, who was once the accountant of the court, 
and C'hinna Paras urama Pillai the nephew of A rum- 
put ai Pillai. The former was to occupy the position 
of chief dubash, and the latter to be in charge of the 
accounts of the factory. Srinivasa Pandit, the fifth 
son of Mffiugiri Pandit of the mint, also went. He 
had no specific appointment, but one after arrival at 
Karikal was promised to him by M. Dirois, who was 
escorted by a party of twenty of the Company’s 
soldiers. A daily post was established between 
Tanjore, Pondichery and Karikal, to facilitate 
communication between these' places. 

Monday, [267/f July 1738, or] 10th Adi o/ Kula- 
yullt . — The St. tit-rato was got in readiness this 
evening, to proceed to Karikal. On board were 
M. Aubin, the captain of the vessel, M. de la 
Tour the commander of the troops, M. Roussel the 
Chief Major, Lieutenant Poquelin, and a party 
of 100 soldiers. M. Delarcho and M. St. Gille — 
the latter being a half caste — aPo embarked to 
perform the duties of accountants at Karikal. A 
party of bricklayers, carpenters, and sawyers — sixty 
or seventy in number — was shipped in the evening, 
together with a supply of bricks, lime, and building 
tools of various kinds, such as spades and saws. 
The ship got under weigh, and the sails were set, 
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but the breeze dying away, she was again brought 
to an anchor. 

Sandai/, [3rd August 1738, or] 22nd Adi of Kdla- 
yukti . — The news which came from Tanjore this 
day was to the effect that those who bore the 
presents for the Raja of Tanjore had halted at 
Mayavaram, and had sent forward to Tanjore the 
Brahman protege of Rangoji Pandit and the 
native officer, who were members of the party. 
They were entrusted with a letter to be handed to 
Rangoji Pandit. Having read this, he delivered to 
them the following message, both by word of mouth, 
and in writing. They were charged to state to the 
persons who sent them that although it was true 
that the Raja of Tanjore, when hard-pressed for 
funds, had sent his men to Pod lichery to negotiate 
with the French for the sale of Karikal and five 
adjoining villages, yet, as the latter had not then 
come forward with offers, and as the need for money 
was now past, there was nothing more to be done 
in the matter. Subbaiyan and Krishnaiyan for- 
warded this to Pondichery ; and the latter went in 
person to see Rangoji Paiidit. Kanakaraya Mudali 
received the message, and communicated it to the 
Governor, who was dispirited at it. Kanakaraya 
Mudali and S£shachala Chetti were both sad at 
hearing this intelligence. 

In the meantime, Kanakaraya Mudali received 
from Malaiyappa Mudali and Pillai Muttu, who 
had previously been sent to Karikal, another letter 
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written on palmyra leaf. They reported that 
according to instructions they repaired to Karik-al, 
and communicated to the Lubbays * and other inha- 
bitants of the town the information that it had 
become a French possession, and that a ship with 
Frenchmen on board might be expected to arrive in 
a week or so. The letter further stated that this 
news was hailed with delight by the people, who 
communicated it to the Subahdar,t by whom it was 
transmitted to the Raja of Tanjore, who however 
asserted that no land whatever had been made 
over to the French, and who not only commanded the 
Subahdar to drive them out if they came to take 
possession, but also sent 100 horse and 300 foot 
to occupy Karikal. Malaiyappa Mudali and Pillai 
Muttu next intimated in their letter that they had 
been directed to quit the town, and that they had 
obeyed the order. This news, also, was received 
with much sadness at Pondichery. 


* A mixed Tamil-speaking 1 race of Muhammadans, the descendants for 
the most part of Arab traders, who found their way into the southern 
portion of India during the eleventh and twelfth centuries, but were later on 
driven out. Some are the offspring of Hindus, forcibly converted — partly 
by the early Muhammadan invaders, and partly by Tipu Sultan. Ranga 
Pillai applies the term Sonagait to men of this race. This word indicates 
their origin, as it means a native of Sonagan (Arabia). The Lubbays 
are a singularly industrious people. Their chief occupations are trade, 
the sea, and fishing, hut there is haidly anything to which they will 
not turn their hands. They are numerous in all the towns on the Tamil- 
speaking seaboard of India. Their counterparts on the West Coast are 
the Moplahs, in whom however the Arab character is more marked. 

f The governor of a “ subah/’ which sometimes was as small as five 
or six villages. 
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Sunday, [ 10th August 1738, or] 29th Adi of Kdla- 
yukti. — The PJteni.v, which left France in December 
1737, reached Pondichery at 3 this afternoon. On 
her arrival, she fired a salute of twenty-one guns, 
which was returned by the fort. The third officer 
came on shore, and having informed the authorities 
that the captain would land on the following day, 
returned to his ship. 

Monday, [ 11th August 1738, or] 30th Adi of Kdla- 
■ijulcti . — The captain of the Phenix, M. de Butler, 
landed at 8 this morning. His arrival at the fort 
gate was welcomed by a salute of thirteen guns. 
After visiting the Governor, he repaired to the 
lodgings provided for him. 

At 3 this afternoon, the trader ... * which 
belongs to M. Dupleix, the Director of Chander- 
nagore, arrived at Pondichery, and saluted the fort 
with nine guns. This ship first went to Jeddah, 
and on her return touched at Mocha, whence she 
started on the 7th July, bearing a letter from M. 
Gabriel Dumas, the Director of that place. On 
arrival here, the captain of the ship, M. Beau- 
mont, and the supercargo, M. Albert, landed, and 
presented to the Governor the letter which had 
been entrusted to them. The news brought by the 
captain was that more than one-half of the goods 
taken to Jeddah remained unsold ; that M. Dupati 
was left in charge of the remainder ; that no sales 


* Blank in tho original. Apparently Chandernagore — vide p. 93. 
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whatever could be effected at Mocha, owing to the 
scarcity of dollars arising from lack of customers 
for the purchase of coffee, and the bad government 
of the Arabs, who were very jealous of the local 
traders ; and that not a single bale of the goods 
despatched to Mocha by the Due de Bourbon 
and the country ship Pondichery had, up to that 
time, been disposed of. The communication sent 
by the residents at Mocha to the Governor was 
to the same effect. M. Miran also received a letter 
which spoke of the depression of trade. This he 
communicated to me. 

Tuesday, 12th August 1738, or 31st Adi of 
Kdlayukti . — The Governor sent for me this morn- 
ing, and countermanded the order which he had 
given for the following piece-goods : black cloth, 
two cubits broad ; coarse cloth, eighteen cubits long, 
etc. He explained that, owing to the slackness of 
business at Mocha, he no longer needed these articles. 
I told him that it would be impossible now to cancel 
the orders given to the weavers, because money had 
already been advanced to them, and some had com- 
menced sending in their cloths. He desired me to 
do what I best could in the matter, and I agreed . 
I subsequently wrote in evasive terms to the weavers 
at Porto Novo, Chennamanayakkan palaiyam, etc., 
that the stuffs were not required, and that they need 
not weave or send them for some time. 

Monday , 18th August 1738, or 6th Arani of 
Kdlayukti. — At 3 in the afternoon, Tiruviti Balu 
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Chetti returned to Pondichery from Utatur, near 
Tanjore, where Chanda Sahib was encamped. Kana- 
karaya Mudali, Muttaiya Pillai, and S6shachala 
Chetti, went as far as Scshaehala Chetti’ s choultry to 
meet him. Having conducted him to his residence, 
they severally returned to their homes. An ele- 
phant and five or six horses came in his train. 

Wednesday, 20th August 1738, or 8th Avani of 
Kdlayulcti . — This afternoon, between half-past 4 
and 5, Tiruviti Bdlu Chetti paid a visit to the Gov- 
ernor. W hen the latter received him, nine guns 
were fired from the fort. They repaired to the 
central hall of the Governor’s house, and seating 
themselves there, conversed for a while on general 
matters. The Governor then inquired whether 
Chanda Sahib was well. Balu Chetti replied that he 
was commissioned by Chandtt Sahib to communicate 
to him certain matters, but that this must be done 
in private. The Governor then opened his office- 
room, into which they, together with Kanakaraya 
Mudali and Salatu Yenkattchala Chetti, entered. 
They were closeted together for about three or 
three and-a-half Indian hours,* and then re-entering 
the central hall, resumed their seats. The follow- 
ing presents were given : to Tiruviti Balu Chetti, 
eight yards of red broad-cloth, a silk turban of 
superior quality, a girdle, a piece of gold brocade, 
and a Manilla horse of the value of 80 pagodas ; to 


* The Indian hoar is equivalent to 21 minutes. 
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Lakshmipati Chetti, the brother of Seshachala Chetti, chap . hi . 
two yards of red broad- cloth; to Salatu Venkatachala 1738. 
Chetti, two yards of red broad-cloth. After they had 
received the gifts, they took leave of the Governor. 
Kanakaraya Mudali, Muttaiya Pillai, and I, escorted 
them to Tiruviti Bill 11 Chetti’s house. We seated 
ourselves in the reception room, and the following 
presents were then made : a shawl, a girdle, a silk He makes 

0 presents to 

cloth and a silk turban to Kanakaraya Mudali , the myaMudnii 
same, with the exception of the shawl, to Muttaiya andothers - 
Pillai, and me ; and a couple of shawls to Seshachala 
Chetti. Moreover, on the day that Balu Chetti 
arrived he presented four pieces of jewellery to 
Kanakaraya Mudali, and a pair of shawls to Muttaiya 
Pillai, as well as to me ; and certain articles to 
MMugiri Pandit and others, according to their 
position and importance. 

Inquiry has elicited the following information object of 
concerning the purpose of Tiruviti Balu Chetti’s R< > ver " or . 
visit. Sidhoji Dada * and he being friends, he 
found his stay at Trichinopoly irksome, and conse- 
quently, taking leave of Chanda Sahib, made his 
way to Pondichery. He however wished to 
advance some other pretext for coming, and 
accordingly adopted the following plan. Chanda Hisnmn- 
Sahib had promised to help the French with troops slhlifa 

mere 

— blind.' 

* He was for a short time, in 1738, Raja of Tanjore, and was a pretended 
cousin of Sahuji, brought forward by Sa’id Khan, the Muhammadan com- 
mandant of Tanjore. Sahuji was in the same year restored as Raja by 
Sa’id Khan, 


8 
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in connection with the matter of Karikal. Tiruviti 
Balu (Jhetti, availing himself of his knowledge of 
this circumstance, told some tale or other on the 
subject to the Governor, making it appear as though 
it was at the bidding of Chanda Sahib, and to this, 
the Governor made some reply or other. This is 
the reason which, so he publicly announces, has 
brought him to Pondiehery. 

Balu Chetti is a liberal-minded man, and in 
truth, there is hardly his equal in subscribing to 
charities. There is, however, one weak point in 
him. If any Brahman asks of him an allowance, 
or any one seeks any material help, or solicits any 
employment from him, he will not comply with their 
applications unless they pander to his lust with 
their wives, sisters, or some other suitable women. 
The existence of this vice in him throws all his 
merits into shade. In addition, he is day and night 
given to depraved thoughts such as these, and he 
spends his time in the company of pimps, a number 
of whom he has in his service. His ideas are not 
of a high class ; and not having moved in the society 
of gentlemen, he is not well mannered. The low 
nature of his character is to be imputed to the fact 
that he was not born rich. 

Thursday , [21st August 1738, or] 9th Arani of 
Kdlnj)\]di \ — The Phniix, captain, M. de Butler, 
which recently arrived from France, lias been fitted 
out for an expedition against Karikal. Forty Euro- 
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peans and forty topasses * were embarked, under tbe 
command of a major and a lieutenant. In addition 
to the cannon already on board, thirty or forty guns 
were mounted on tbe deck. The ship was well pro- 
vided with all the munitions of war, such as powder, 
shot, and shell ; as also food -stuffs and victuals of 
various kinds ; and the captain set sail at 7 in the 
morning. Twenty-one guns were fired by the ship, 
and a similar salute was returned by the fort. 

Friday, 12th September 1738, or 31st Acani of 
Kdlaijuliti. — The two ships which were despatched to 
Karikal, to effect negotiations for the purchase of 
that place, have returned. A landing was effected by 
M. Dirois— who went as commandant — M. Martinville 
his deputy, and the other officers who accompanied 
the expedition. The soldiers, bricklayers, and arti- 
sans, also disembarked. Prakasa Mudali the Squint- 
eyed, who had started in high hopes of obtaining the 
office of chief dubash, landed with the rest. But 
on reaching the shore, all were crestfallen, because 
their object was frustrated. 

As regards Krishnaiyan the Hasty, who went to 
Tanjore accompanied by Sinappaiyan, it is said 
that orders were given by the authorities there to 
imprison both of them, but that they evaded capture, 
and hid in Sunguvar’s choultry. It also appears 
that directions were issued to put Kangoji Pandit to 


* These were very dark half-caste Christians, claiming to be of Portu- 
guese descent. The name is, in the history of this period, generally applied 
to soldiers of this class, who \>eie supeiior to the ordinal y peon or sepoy. 
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by Kanakaraya Mudali from Sinappaiyan. A servant 
of the Company, who came thence, and whom I 
questioned concerning these matters, corroborated 
the report. 

Tuesday , 16th September 1738, or Jjth Purattdsi 
of Kdlayukti .— The Due de Bourbon, captain, M. 
Marquesac, which sailed for Mocha in Arppisi of 
Pingala [October 1737], arrived at Pondichery this 
morning at 9. The captain landed, and visited the 
Governor. The ship was well laden with coffee, and 
had no room in her hold for more goods. She was 
bound for France. The crew reported that trade at 
Mocha was exceedingly dull ; that no sales had been 
effected during the last two years, and that, unless all 
the merchandise now at that place was disposed of, it 
was useless to overstock the market there by sending 
more goods from Pondichery. M. Gabriel Dumas 
wrote to the Governor to the same effect from Mocha. 


start's tor Friday, [ 19th September 1 738], or 7th Purattdsi of 
to load °'° Kdlayukti. — I set out this morning at half-past 5, 
for Porto Novo. The business which took me there 


was to put on board the French ship La Paix, 
captain M. Le Faucheur, bound for Acheen, the 
merchandise belonging to the Company and to 
private traders which was ready for shipment, and 
to see to her despatch. 

Arrival of Sunday, 28th September 1738, or 16th Purattdsi 
france. °f Kdlayukti . — The ship Apollon arrived from France 
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this morning, during the third watch. It is reported 
that she has brought the insignia of the Order of 
St. Michael for M. Dumas, the Governor. It is also 
said that to-morrow, Monday, being St. Michael’s 
day, he will wear the badge of the Order. 

Monday, 29th September 1738, or 17th Purattdsi 
of Kdlayukti. — This morning, the Governor appeared 
with the badge of St. Michael suspended by a black 
ribbon over his left shoulder, after the manner of 
wearing the phnfd,* and went to the cathedral in the 
fort, accompanied by the Oouncillors, the majors and 
captains of the army, the ship-captains, and other 
Europeans of Pondichery. In honour of the occa- 
sion, the soldiers were marshalled outside the church, 
and whilst the service was proceeding within, three 
volleys were fired by the military outside. These 
were returned, thrice, by twenty-one guns from the 
ramparts ; and the six or seven vessels lying in the 
roads each fired three similar salutes. When the 
service in the cathedral was over, the entire party 
proceeded to the Governor’s residence, where a 
banquet was spread. As they sat down to this, 
three salutes of twenty-one guns were again fired 
from the ramparts, and by the ships. The merchants, 
the dubashes, and other principal inhabitants, after- 
wards went to the residence of the Governor to con- 
gratulate him. There was joy in the town this day, 
and every one regarded with satisfaction the new 
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* The sacred thread of the Brahmans. 
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title of the Governor, who will henceforth be called 
Chevalier Dumas. Kanakaraya Mudali repaired to 
the fort in high hopes of obtaining the gold medal — 
which is in the form of a dollar — promised to him, 
but he returned disappointed and dejected. 

Wednesday , 1st October 1738, or 1 9'th. Puratfdsi of 
Kdlayukti. — The La Paix, captain, M. Le Faucheur, 
sailed this morning for Acheen, having on board the 
cargo belonging to the Company and others which 
was shipped at Porto hiovo, and carrying as passen- 
gers the supercargo M. Lenoir, Muhammad Sfilar 
Beg agent of the king of Acheen, ParamSnanda 
Pillai, and the dark-complexioned M. Miran. 

Saturday, [kth Ocotber 1738], or 22nd Puratfdsi of 
Kdlayukti. — I returned at noon to Ponaichery. 

Prior to the arrival of the French merchant- 
ship, on 28th September 1738, or 1 Cth Purattasi of 
Kalayukti, another had come and departed, but as 
I was not here at the time, 1 am ignorant as to her 
name. She was commanded by M. La Blanche, who 
somewhat resembles M. Legou in appearance, and 
is short of stature. She had been to Cbandernagore 
to ship some cargo, and is under orders to return in 
the month of Tai [January] next. 

Tuesday, lh-th October 1738, or 1.0 Arppisi of 
Kdlayukti. — Subbaiyan of the Fort and Virap- 
paiyan the Sleepy, who were sent wdth presents to 
the RhjS of Tanjore, returned to-day to Pondichery. 
They had neither gone to Tanjore, nor had they 
delivered the presents to the persons for whom they 
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were intended. Whilst they were halting at N&chi- 
varkoyil , emissaries sent by Rangoji Pandit from 
Tanjore came, and prevented their further progress. 
They were put under strict surveillance, and were 
forced to deliver the letter which they had with 
them for Karikal. They suffered many hardships at 
the hands of Rangoji Pandit’s men ; and during the 
darkness, under pretence of seeing the amusements at 
the village, and whilst their oppressors were asleep, 
they escaped, carrying all the presents away with 
them. The troubles which they underwent that 
night were great ; it would fill half-a-dozen pages 
to enumerate them all. To be brief, they managed 
to take shelter in the Brahman village called Puli- 
yantoppu, in the IT daiyar’s country, on this side of 
the Coleroon. From that place they wrote to Kana- 
karaya Mudali for further instructions. After a 
lapse of twenty days, a reply came, and Subbaiyan 
of the Fort and Virappaiyan the Sleepy, hastening 
to Pondichery, arrived this day, bringing with them 
the presents which had been entrusted to them. 

It would fill a volume of more than a hundred 
pages, were I to recount all the incidents which 
occurred, from the time that the presents were de- 
spatched to the Raja of Tanjore, to that at which 
they were brought back to Pondichery. The failure 
of this mission reflects infinite disgrace on the persons 
who were entrusted with it, and has brought much 
discredit on the French. Never before has such 
dishonour befallen the French power. The failure of 
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the mission is to be attributed to Chevalier Dumas, 
who mismanaged the whole affair from the beginning. 
All peaceful negotiations are now at an end ; and it 
has been decided to annex Karikal next January by 
force of arms. There can be no doubt that under 
existing circumstaces a resort to hostilities will even- 
tuate successfully for the French ; for Chanda Sahib 
is now devastating the Chfila * country, his army is 
pillaging the corn in the fields, and is plundering 
the villages. People are even being carried away into 
slavery. The villagers are fleeing to the coast towns, 
and taking refuge in Tranquebar and Negapatam, 
and on the northern bank of the Coleroon. The 
wildest confusion prevails everywhere. The Baja of 
Tanjore has for safety shut himself up in his fort, 
and is powerless. If the French were now to take up 
arms and march against Karikal, what opposition 
need be feared from the Raja of Tanjore ? They 
have therefore resolved to avail themselves of this 
favourable opportunity. There is, however, a saying 
that man proposes, but God disposes. Let us await 
the course of events. 

Friday y 17ih October 1738 , or kth Aiypisi of Kdla- 
yukti , Constellation , KSttni . — This morning at about 
9, the medal which the Company had sent’ from 


* One of the three principalities which were, in ancient times, collec- 
tively known as Dravida. The boundaries of the Chola country are said 
to have been the Pennar river on the north, the Pudakotta Vellar on the 
south, the sea on the east, and the Eastern Ghauts on the west. Tanjore 
was, at the time that Ranga Pillai wrote, regarded as the capital of the 
ancient kingdom. 
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France for presentation to Kanakaraya Mudali was 
delivered to him at the Council Chamber, in the 
presence of everyone. Eleven guns were fired on 
the occasion. A gift of a palanquin inlaid with ivory 
was also made to him. The face of the medal bore 
figures as on the dollars from Europe, and the reverse 
the Company’s arms. The Governor, when delivering 
it to Kanakaraya Mudali, said: “ The Company has 
awarded this to you in appreciation of your labours 
on its behalf.” After he had received the medal, 
Kanakaraya Mudali, entering the palanquin inlaid 
with ivory, went home accompanied by music. 
He passed through the street in which my house 
lies, and then struck into the road by the side of 
the tank; a short cut which he was, owing to a 
sudden fall of rain, obliged to take instead of going 
along the street of the Vellazlias, and the court 
street. Although the grant is not, in reality, so 
great an honour as to fill one with pride, the medal, 
having come from France, will no doubt arouse 
intense joy in the hearts of Kanakaraya Mudali 
and his kinsmen. Others, too, may regard it as 
something worth obtaining, as they cannot be 
cognisant of its exact value. 

Saturday, 18th October 1738, or 5th Arppisi of 
Kdlayukli. — The shipments made on board the two 
traders mentioned below, for the return voyage to 
France, were as follows : — 

The Due de Bourbon, captain, M. Marquesac, 
was laden with coffee, but no piece-goods. 
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The St. Geran, captain, M. Aubin, carried Pondi- 
chery piece-goods, 1,230 bales ; pepper, 300 candies ; 
red- wood, ... * candies. 

Laden with the foregoing cargoes, the two ships 
set sail at night. 

Thursday, 23rd October 1738, or 10th Arppisi 
of Kdlaynkti . — The Phfnie, captain, M. de Butler, 
started on her homeward voyage to-day, freighted 
with 1,404 bales of piece-goods, and 200 candies of 
pepper. 

[Thursday], 6th November 1738, or 21+th Arppisi. 
of Kdlaynkti . — As Ammaiyappan was weighing out 
to the people of the country of Pachakadai j a 
quantity of coral, Kanakaraya Mudali asked M. 
Dulaurens whether all the arrears connected with 
the previous coral contracts had been liquidated, and 
the promissory notes returned. He replied that 
the amounts due had been recovered. Kanakaraya 
Mudali then inquired when this was done, and 
whether the interest had been paid. M. Dulaurens 
replied that it had not. Kanakaraya Mudali there- 
upon asked what this would amount to. M. Dulau- 
rens answered that it must be a pretty heavy 
sum. Kanakaraya Mudali on this exclaimed that 
the Company should not forego it. M. Dulaurens 
rejoined, with slight reserve in his manner, that 


* Blank in the original. 

t From an allusion further on in the diary this would appear to have 
been a place in Tanjore. There is, at the present day, a village of that 
name in the Nannilam taluk of this district. 
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this was the concern of M. Pilavoine, and that it 
was not his business to take action. Thereupon, 
Kanakaraya Mudali repaired to the Governor, 
for the purpose of bringing the matter to his 
notice. M. Dulaurens acquainted me with the 
conversation which had taken place between him 
and Kanakaraya Mudali, as recorded above. I 
observed, in reply, as follows : “ During the days 
of M. Lenoir, I made payment twice, and on neither 
occa^jpn was interest demanded. You can examine 
the accounts, if you so desire. The country having 
been smitten with famine, the customers who pur- 
chased coral of me have failed to pay me no less 
than 5,000 pagodas. Nevertheless, I have had to 
make the amount good to the Company, which I did 
by borrowing it from others. Under these circum- 
stances, is it justified in demanding interest of me ?” 

I also adduced other convincing arguments, 
on which M. Dulaurens inquired whether I would 
permit him to communicate what I had told him to 
the Governor. I reflected for a while, and it occurred 
to me that Kanakaraya Mudali might not, after all, 
have addressed the Governor, and that this step 
would only serve as a reminder to him of what 
he had overlooked. I therefore told him that 
unless the Governor, himself, raised the question he 
need not moot it, but that should he start the 
subject, a suitable representation might then be 
made. M. Dulaurens replied : “Very well.” After 
a pause, he said: “'Wliat has given rise to so 
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much animosity between Kanakaraya Mudali and 
you ? ” I answered : “ You may remember all the 
mischievous acts of which he, out of sheer jealousy, 
was the author during the time of M. Hebert.* In 
spite of my unremitting efforts to act in accord- 
ance with his wishes, he still cherishes in his heart 
the old ill-feeling.” M. Dulaurens admitted the 
truth of what I said. I then took leave of him, and 
came away. 

Momlnu, 2kth November 1738, or 12th Kdrttigai oj 
Kdlaijukti . — This morning at 8, whilst I was at 
the residence of M. Mollandin, which is at present 
the Government-house, there was a gathering of 
the members of Council and other Europeans there, 
to drink coffee. M. Dulaurens, who had come 
from the fort, stepped out of his palanquin, and 
was on his way to the Council Chamber, when he 
beckoned me to him, and said : f< The Governor has 
directed that the coral accounts should be made 
up, and the interest due calculated. When I 
explained to him the exact, position of the matter, 
he said : ‘As he received interest from the coral 
merchants, there is no reason why the Company 
should forego the amount.’ You must, therefore, 
promptly see the Governor about this, and argue 
your case properl}' with him.” After advising me 
thus, he entered the Council Chamber. The anxiety 
which this intimation produced in my heart was 


* Governor of Pondichery, 1715-1718, 
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overwhelming. I came to the conclusion that the chvp. hi. 
best course would be to speak to the Governor ijys. 
in private ; but thinking that my stay where I then 
was might be inexpedient — as the question was likely 
to be raised at the meeting — I repaired to the arrack 
storehouse, and remained there until the Council 
separated, and the Governor returned home. I then i„. inM 
followed him to his house, where he was sitting' in 
his office-room. Taking with me an extract from 
the accounts in which he w'as personally concerned, 
with the balances struck. I entered his presence, 
and greeted him. He asked what had brought me 
there. I replied that I had examined the accounts 
connected with his personal transactions with me. 

He rejoined that he had also looked into them, and 
inquired whether they were all correct. I answered u,.,,,, 
in the affirmative ; and continued : “ I understand 

the el targe 

that you have called upon M. Pilavoine to ascertain l,f l,,k ' r<:sl - 
the interest due in connection with my coral con- 
tract. Should you insist on payment of this, I shall 
be reduced to extreme straits. It was a specu- 
lation by which I was but little benefited. That 
the Company’s coral must, somehow or other, be st:,t.,hi, 
sold, w r as the main motive which influenced me to 1, ,V ’ LS ' 
undertake the disposal of it. For a trifling profit, 

I incurred heavy liabilities, with the result that I 
have sustained serious loss. What I owed to the 
Company, I paid from money lent to me by others 
at interest. The sums outstanding against the coral 
merchants amount to no less thaD 3,000 pagodas, 
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exclusive of 5,000 or 6,000 pagodas which are irre- 
coverable, owing to deaths, or the insolvent con- 
dition of the parties. I have been plunged into a 
chronic state of indebtedness by involving myself 
in this matter. Twice were my accounts settled 
during the governorship of M. Lenoir, and on neither 
occasion did he demand interest. But if you now 
press me to make good this amount, how can 1 satisfy 
the claim ? I shall surely be reduced to bankruptcy. 
If the payment of interest be insisted upon, 1 will no 
longer have anything to do with coral. Although 
I may have ten thousand arguments to urge in my 
favour, I will not, of course, gainsay your com- 
mands. I therefore throw myself on your mercy.” 
The Governor then, with great condescension, 
observed : “ Had I known that it would affect 
your pocket, I would not have meddled with this 
business. 1 was given to understand that the 
liability attached to the coral merchants. Why 
did you not communicate this to me at least a month 
or two ago. T would have then nipped the matter 
in the bud. It has now been brought forward in 
the Council. It will be a very difficult matter to 
withdraw it.” I rejoined : “ Sir, the accounts are 
being constantly examined by you. You are so 
familiar with the items in them, that I thought that 
the payments which I made on two occasions, in full 
of all demands, would not have escaped your notice, 
and that there was no necessity for me to invite your 
attention to them.” He remarked : “ You say that 
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your accounts have been closed. This is however 
not the fact. The interest has always been shown 
as outstanding against you.” I said : “ This is a 
point of which 1 was never aware. I paid up each 
time the full amount, as it fell due, and received back 
my promissory note. What else could I conclude 
under the circumstances ? ” On my further im- 
portuning him to espouse my cause, he answered: “ If 
you had mentioned this matter to me about a month 
ago, I would have arranged it without a hitch of any 
kind. Now, it will cost me a good deal of trouble.” 
I exclaimed in an entreating tone: “ I will never 
forget the trouble which you take on my behalf. 
Gratitude towards you will ever live in my heart. I 
will behave with a full sense of it.” He thereupon 
responded : “ 1 will settle this matter personally in 
Council. You need not be anxious about it.” I 
answered : “ So long as I am in the enjoyment of 
your favour, why should there be any cause for me 
to be apprehensive.” I then tendered my thanks 
to him, and retired. 

Tursiiui/, 25th Noc^mher 1738, or 13th Kurttii/ni 
of KdlayulrtL — -Early this morning, before sunrise, 
I went to the Governor’s house. As he was in 
bed, I waited outside until he awoke. I then went 
upstairs to liis office-room. When he entered this, 
1 spoke to him in terms of gratitude, and laid 
on the table a douceur. He exclaimed : “ Let 

this remain with you. I will receive it after your 
business has been settled. It is a pity that you 
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did not take action a month ago, when I could 
have arranged it with but little effort ; it has now 
become a difficult affair. Who are your friends 
amongst the members of Council ? You had better 
explain your case clearly to M. Dirois. I will see 
that this matter is decided in Council so that no 
burden is imposed upon you.” Apprehending 
that an acknowledgment of my friendship with 
M. Dirois might be received in a mistaken light, 
I replied : “ M. Dirois is not particularly well ac- 
quainted with me. I have never been to his house. 
If, therefore, I visit him for the first time with refer- 
ence to this affair, I do not know in what light he 
will regard me. I am, however, slightly known 
to MM. Dulaurens and Golard. If you desire it, I 
will represent matters to them.” He replied : 
“ What have they to do with this business ? It does 
not signify. Do not let it trouble your mind. You 
had better go home.” I exclaimed : “ Sir, I pray 
that you will be pleased to accept the present which 
I have brought.” On my further importuning him, 
he replied sharply, with a frown: “Unless you 
take it back, I will not help you in this affair.” I 
pleaded hard, told him that the burden of pro- 
tecting me — his slave — rested on him, and took my 
departure. On further reflection, it occurred to 
me that the motive which induced him to reject 
the gift now, was the prospect created by the magni- 
tude of the amount involved of obtaining something 
larger further on. 
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[Thursday], 27th November 1738, or 15th Kdrtti- 
gai of Kalayuldi . — The Governor, M. Dumas, on 
his way from the Council Chamber to his house, 
addressed me thus : “ Rangappa, I have something 
to impart to you ” ; and continued on his way. I 
followed him almost immediately. He summoned me 
to his office-room, and asked whether I had calculated 
the interest due in connection with the coral con- 
tract, and what it amounted to. I replied that I 
had not looked into this point, there having been 
no need for me to do so. He rejoined : “ Look 
here. This is the account prepared by M. Pila- 
voine. It shows that the interest on the value of 
these forty-eight boxes alone, amounts to pagodas 
3,703 and odd, which added to the outstanding 
arrears of interest connected with the payments 
made by you on two former occasions — being 
about 2,600 — makes, in all, approximately 6,400 
pagodas.” I then replied : “ This is but a partial 
view of the question ; your calculation concerns 
only the interest. Please consider the loss which 
I have sustained in the way of capital laid out by 
me.” I adduced, also, a few other arguments in 
support of my case, and held out to him prospects of 
adequate remuneration in return for his intervention. 
He then observed : “ All the vexation which has 
been caused could have been obviated if you had 
told me but a month ago that this question would 
affect your purse. This affair now entails much 
trouble on me, but for your sake I will incur it, and 

10 
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see the matter through. You need not bestow 
any thought upon it. You had better go home.” 
Thereupon, with an expression of a deep sense of 
obligation to him, I departed. I was induced to 
adopt the course of influencing him by conciliatory 
words, in lieu of arguing the matter, because instead 
of saying : ‘ You must pay ’ ; and : ‘ Why should we 
forego the amount,’ he all along avowed that he 
would do me favour : I therefore did not feel it 
necessary to have recourse to the other plan. 

Three or four days ago, when I was examining 
piece-goods in the fort, M. Golard, who happened to 
see me, laughingly addressed me thus : “ Judging 
from your expression, I infer you are, at heart, sore 
that you will be asked to pay up the interest due on 
the transactions in coral.” I replied : “ What is 
my income ? What are my expenses ? Although my 
circumstances are known, if I am called upon to pay 
so heavy a sum by way of interest, does it lie in my 
power to do so ? ” I then clearly explained to him 
what profit I had hoped to make by engaging to 
dispose of coral to the merchants, and what losses I 
had actually sustained by the transaction. I added : 
“ I called at your residence yesterday ; you were not 
at home. I went there again to-day, and you were 
again out. I beg that you will speak to the Governor 
in a way that will dissuade him from urging this 
claim against me.” He said : “Very well.” 

Saturday, 29th Nuccnibrr 1738, or 17th Kdrttirjai 
oj Kdlayukti . — When I was conversing this morning 
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with M. Elias, at his house, a peon in the employ chap, iii. 
of the Company intimated to me that there was a 1738. 
meeting of the Council, and that the Governor had 
sent for me. Thereupon, I took leave of M. Elias, <liaus,t ' 
and hastened, to the Government-house, where I 
found Kanakaraya Mudali, Seshachala Chetti, Yiisu- 
dcva Pandit, Me l ug hi Pandit, and a number of 
merchants and dubashes. When at the doorway of 
the Council chamber, I made a sign to M. Golard 
askino- him whether I could enter ; to which he 
replied by a wave of his hand that it was not yet 
time. I thereupon went into the hall, where 
Vasud§va Pandit was seated, and was talking to 
him. After a while M. Bovelleau, coming out of eaiici 
the Council chamber, called me in. I accordingly 
entered, paid my respects to the Governor, saluted 
the other members of Council, and stood before them. 

The Governor then told me to approach nearer, and Ooyoi nor 

stotes tin- 

said : “Rangappa ; M. Pilavoine has calculated that ;;^ t 
a sum of 3,700 and odd pagodas is outstanding 
against you.” I answered that I owed nothing, and 
inquired under what head the amount mentioned 
was debited against me. He said that it was the 
interest which had accrued, between the stipulated 
and the actual dates of payment, on the value of the 
forty-eight chests of coral sold to me in 1734. I 
replied: “ Sir; I will not pay the interest claimed, non-t 
This is not an item for the Company to make much t01,ay- 
account of. I am a loser to the extent of 4,000 
or 5,000 pagodas, through having stood surety for rwcains 
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the money of the coral merchants ; so much of the 
amount due having become hopelessly irrecoverable. 
Apart from this, some of those in a solvent condi- 
tion have yet to pay me about 3,0OO pagodas. I have 
vouchers in writing in support of my statements. 
In spite of so large an outstanding balance as this, 
being of opinion that payment to the Company should 
not be delayed, I borrowed the requisite amount at 
interest from others, and settled my accounts with 
you. Moreover, the sums due by customers are 
received by me in petty instalments, such as 40 or 
50 pagodas; nay, at times, even 5 and 10. But I 
lay them aside, and make remittances to your treasury 
in lump sums. Further, coral is a commodity for 
which the Company finds it hard to procure pur- 
chasers. I may moreover mention that on two former 
occasions, when I cleared my accounts, 1 paid no 
interest. Your books will bear out my assertion. 
Under these circumstances, it is far from fair that you 
should now persist in advancing this claim.” After 
arguing as above, and urging a few other reasons, 
I begged that the Governor would not be hard 
upon me. He remarked: “We do not care. As 
you pledged yourself to pay the money due from 
the coral merchants, you are responsible for the 
amount. Do we not relinquish interest on the 
instalments paid by you? We therefore cannot 
relieve you from this payment.” I replied: “May 
I know for what goods you charge interest, or how 
many times you thus relinquished it on account 
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of coral? These are not matters unknown to you. Chap. iii. 
You must show clemency to me.” He said that the ms. 
matter required consideration, and bade me remain 
outside. I accordingly withdrew from the chamber, Diarl8t 
took my seat beside Vasudcva Pandit in the hall, 
and conversed with him. The dubashes and mer- 
chants whom I have mentioned above were still 
there. The Council then dissolved. The Deputy Council 

separates. 

Governor at once left for his house. After- 
wards, the Governor, followed by M. Dulaurens, 

M. Golard, M. Miran, and M. Ingrand, issued from 
the Council room into the hall, when the dub&shes, 
officers, merchants, and all others, including myself, 
saluted him and the other members of Council. He 
then went out by the door of the central hall to 
inquire of Kanakaraya Mudali what the news was. 

MM. Golard and Dulaurens, who followed him, 
seeing me, smiled. M. Golard indicated to me by a 
motion of his hand that they had decided to levy the 
interest from me. M. Dulaurens at once interposed, 
and exclaimed : “ Do not trouble yourself. He says 
so in sport. You had better rest content. ” They 
remained for a while, in view to communicate to me 
the news, after the departure of the Governor. But 
seeing that he was likely to stay where he was for 
thirty or forty minutes, M. Dulaurens turned to his 
companion, and said : “I have some business at ■“• i ®°!f r r t d 
home: I must therefore, go away. You had better news. ood 
impart to him the glad news, and congratulate 
him.” He then took his departure. I guessed 
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what his words meant, and believed that the Council 
had decided to exempt me from payment of interest 
in the matter of the coral. I entertained no doubt 
of this, and felt happy. Kanakardya Mudali was 
watching all this. He may have had a faint idea of 
the purport of the conversation, but could not have 
comprehended the full meaning of it. As soon as the 
Governor had disappeared, M. Golard called me 
closer to him, and addressed me thus: “Tempted 
by a small profit, you involved yourself in an affair 
which has cost you 5,000 or 6,000 pagodas. I was 
obliged to use strong words to the Governor ; and 
in the end he said that he would relinquish this 
claim for my sake. If any business of yours similar 
to this is brought forward again, I will surely not 
fight for you as I have on this occasion.” I replied : 
“ But in future, I will not embark on similar specu- 
lations. You have managed this affair very credit- 
ably. Who else could have done so?” Thanking 
him further, I took leave of him, and repaired to 
the house of the Governor. He being alone in his 
room, I presented myself before him, and made 
my obeisance. In return, he ejaculated “ Sir ! ” 
I exclaimed : “ Can any conduct of mine adequately 
compensate for the favour which you have done 
me in relieving me from payment of the interest 
connected with my coral contract ? I am but an 
ordinary man. Nevertheless you have extended 
your good will to me.” He rejoined : “I caused 
this to be brought before the Council, in order that 
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your liability might be cancelled, once for all. ” 
He spoke, also, other words in a gracious way ; in 
reply to which I said : “ Neither by word nor deed, 
can I ever requite your benevolence to me. I pray 
that God may bless you with extraordinary success 
and glory, and with sound health and long life.” 
After having thus expressed my gratitude to him, 
I returned to my house, took a bath, and rested 
in peace of mind. On the morrow, I visited each 
member of Council and tendered my thanks. 

Now that my foes are on the increase, it is 
the All-merciful Ruler of Heaven, and not man, who 
has brought this affair to such a happy issue. So 
long as one is in the enjoyment of the divine mercy, 
the ill-will and opposition of enemies can never 
cause harm. This is the tenet of the wise. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

. FROM FEBRUARY 8 1739, TO FEBRUARY 
13TB , 1740 . 

Despatch appointing' M. Dirois Director of Chandernagore — Sailing of Mauve 
— Arrival of Francisco Pereira — Said to have brought letter fixing price 
of Karik.il — News of M. Delorme and others — Also of M. Lenoir — 
M. Golard goes as Administrator to Karikal — Workmen and warlike 
stores follow — Arrival and reception of Imam Sahib — Visits Governor 
— Who hands him a letter from the Company— Particulars of gifts 
made to him and suite — Again visits Governor, who requests large 
loan — This given in part — Imam Sahib makes a request — Departs for 
Alambarai — Presents sent to Chan I i Sahib — Arrival of a ship — Her 
cargo — Departure of H. Dubois and others— Contract for supply of 
piece-goods by Seshachala Chetli — Difficulties at first attending this — 
How finally settled — Notice issued by 8upreme Council — Lays down 
standard of coinage — Another standard allowed nnder certain condi- 
tions— All other coins called in — Penalty for disobedience — Arrival of 
Chandernagore — Brings news of invasion of India by Tahmasp Quli 
Khan, who captures Delhi — Alleged execution of Emperor — Quli Khan 
orders new coins to be struck — Assumes, on these, title of Nadir Shah 
— Punishment for calling him by other name — Deflections on fate of 
Emperor — Beheading of Emperor contradicted — Deported later on to 
have been re-instated — Detirement of Nadir Shah — Effects of the 
invasion — English ship lands certain letters — Father Loliere appointed 
bishop of Siam — Governor and others offer congratulations — Diarist 
and Muttaiya Pillai do the same — Former goes to Governor — Meets 
the dubash, who relates a conversation with his master and mentions 
that Kanakaraya Mudali has apparently made insinuations against 
him — Deflections on hearing this — Order prohibiting commission of 
nuisances in town — Arrival of Maure from Mocha — Account of cargo 
sold there— Arrival of Due d’Orleans — News brought by her — Phelip - 
peaux driven off her course by gale — Execution of a European — - 

Supreme Council directs use of Arcot rupee in certain transactions 

A lunar eclipse — Death of son of Kanakaraya Mudali — 111 effect on 
career of his father of evil planet under which he was born — Subse- 
quent good fortune on advent of planet Venus — Predictions of 
astrologer who cast horoscope— Funeral of deceased — Misfortunes 
which occurred immediately afterwards— Ships which sailed for 
France prior to 1st November— Their cargoes— Deturn of Jvpitre to 
Mascareigne— Her cargo and passengers— Death of M. Vincens— 

Detection of system of thefts instigated by late chief of peons 

Punishment of actual offenders — Arrival of Francisco Pereira on 
private errand — Mysterious occurrences at house of an invalid 
Christian— Sorcerers employed to exorcise evil spirits— Priests od 
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hearing of this remonstrate — Kanakaraya Mudali retorts — Silence of 
priests — Arrival of Due d' Orleans — Particulars of caigo — Depaituie 
of Francisco Pereira for Trichinopoly — Remarks regarding him. 


Sunday, 8th Febrvarij 1739, or 30th Tai of 
Kdlayahti. — A Council was convened to-day, and 
a despatch sent by the Company from France, 
which had come by land ten days ago — having first 
reached Persia, then Surat, and finally arrived at 
Pondichery — was perused. This notified the appoint- 
ment of M. Dirois as Director of Chandernagore on 
the return thence of M. Dupleix to France, but it 
was provided that until then, he should be Admin- 
istrator of Mahfi. In pursuance of these instruc- 
tions, orders were issued posting M. Dirois to 
Mahe. He is to be assisted by M. Moreau, who 
has been appointed as his Councillor. They will 
proceed thither in five or six days, on board the 
St. Joseph. 

This morning, the Marne, captain, M. de Fol- 
miniac, set sail for Mocha, with M. Martiuville on 
board. This gentleman, who ha3 been appointed as 
chief in Persia, will land at Mahe, and will thence 
be transported to his destination by a ship coming 
from Chandernagore. The son of M. Elias has 
taken passage in the same ship, and will proceed to 
Persia on board that from Bengal. 

Francisco Pereira came this day to Pondichery, 
from Chanda Sahib’s camp. It is said that this 
man has brought with him a letter from Chanda 
Sahib, as also the grant and a letter bearing the 

li 
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signature of the Raja of Tanjore, which settles the 
price of Karikal at one lakh of pons.* 

Monday, 9th February 1739, or 1st .1 Iasi of 
Kdlaynkfl. — A Council was held this morning. It 
is reported amongst the French that M. Golard goes 
as Administrator to Karikal, with a few soldiers and 
sepoys. 

The despatch referred to above contained, also, 
the information that M. Delorme, M. Dumeslier, 
and M. and Madame Febvrier had reached France 
safely, and were in good health. I have learnt this 
news from some who had heard it from M. Golard. 
M. Delorme, whose health was in an unsatisfactory 
condition here, has since his return home been 
restored to the strength and vigour of a man of 
forty years of age. I have been made acquainted 
with this by the Governor. M. Lenoir, also, enjoys 
in France such exuberance of health that he lias 
grown stout and improved in appearance — so much 
so that some who have since gone home have had 
some difficulty in recognizing him. This informa- 
tion was also given to me by the Governor. 

Tuesday, 10th Febrr ary 1739, or 2nd Md*i of Kdla- 
yukti. — This morning at 9, the Governor took up 
a position facing the soldiers, who were drawn up 
on parade in the fort, and desired M. de Bury to 
read out an order which he put into his hands. 
It intimated that M. Golard had been appointed 


* This was a coin of the value of a half pagoda. 
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Administrator of Karikal, and was proceeding 
thither. After this announcement, the Governor 
embraced M. Golard, and kissed him. The Council- 
lors next came forward, and spoke words of con- 
gratulation to him. In the evening, he embarked 
with all his effects hi the sloop Adi. Prakasa Mudali, 
the son of Arunachala Aludali, who is to be the chief 
dubasli, and Tiruvfiugadam, the son of AVandiwash 
Yenkatapati Pillai, who is to perform the duties of 
Arumpatai Pillai, accompanied him to Karikal. 
Francisco Pereira, the physician who came from 
Chanda Sahib, also went in this ship, which took on 
board fifty soldiers. Srinivasa Pandit, the son of 
Alelugiri Pandit, departed in her, to hold the post of 
court interpreter. Chinna Parasurama Pillai was also 
one of the passengers. The sloop sailed at 7. 

Wednesday, 11th February 1739, or 3rd Musi of 
Kdlayukti. — To-day, a native craft set out for 
Karikal with a number of bricklayers, blacksmiths, 
carpenters, and other artisans. The tools of these 
workmen, together with a few pieces of artillery, 
some powder, shells, and other munitions of war. 
were shipped in two or three other coasters. 

Monday, 23rd February 1739, or 15th . Musi 
of Kdlayukti. — This night, Kanakaraya Mudali, 
Muttaiya Pillai, and Seslnichala Chetti, started out, 
and halted at Perambhr Tiruvengada Pillai’ s choul- 
try,* in expectation of Imam Sahib’s arrival. 


* A rest-house for the gratuitous pccomnaoriation ox travellers. This 
particular building was erected by the father of Itanga Pillai. Hence its 
name. 
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Tuesday, [24th February 173.9, or] 16th Mast of 
Kd/uuukti . — Imam Sahib readied the choultry, at 5 
in the morning. He proceeded in company with 
the three individuals mentioned above, as far as 
Seshachala Chetti’s choultry, where he was met by 
MM. Ingrand and Mirau, who were attended by a 
company of musicians and dancers. The two Euro- 
peans conducted him towards the town, and as soon 
as he reached the gate a salute of twenty-one guns 
was fired from the ramparts in his honour. He took 
up his abode at the counting-house of Seshachala 
Chetti. Those who went out to welcome Imam 
Sahib, and accompanied him to the town, then 
returned to their houses, having severally obtained 
permission from him to do so. 

Wednesday, 25th. February 1739, > r 17th Mad of 
KdbajuJdi. — Imam Sahib desiring to pay a visit to 
the (Governor ; M Mi ran, M. Ingrand, Kanakaraya 
Mudali, and Muttaiya Pillai, went at 10 in the 
morning, with music, to meet him, and conducted him 
to the Governor. Twenty-one guns were fired from 
the fort. They sat on the same seat. Miyan Sahib 
and others sat around them. They cordially inquired 
concerning each other’s welfare. The Governor then 
said to Imam Sahib : “As you always take a deep 
interest in the affairs of the Company, the Directors 
are anxious to see you. Further, they have hi con- 
sideration of the close relations which exist between 
you and the Company, sent a letter and some presents 
to you.” So saying, he produced a letter, and 
delivered it to Imam Sahib. Upon this, twenty-one 
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guns were fired from the fort As the communication 
was written in the Persian language, Imam Sahib, 
opening it, perused it himself ; and then read it again 
loud enough to be heard by all the Muhammadans 
who had come with him. He was very pleased 
when, after he had seen the letter, all the presents 
sent by the Company were placed before him. The 
particulars of these were : — 


Pagodas. 

Cloth of silver, one roll, 21 yards, at 10 pago- 
das a yard ... ... . . . . ... 210 

Cloth of gold, one roll, 22 1 yards, at 15 pago- 
das a yard ... ... ... ... ... 334 

Crimson velvet, one roll, 40 yards, at 5 pago- 
das a yard ... ... ... . . ... 200 

Green velvet, one roll, 40 yards, at 4 pago- 
das a yard ... ... ... ... ... 160 

Silver galloon, marcs 14 and ounces 7 ... 187 

Gold galloon, marcs 16 and ounces 7 ... 274 

Broad-cloth, 15 rolls ... ... 604 

Bose- water, 12 flasks ... ... .. 24 

Coffee berries, 2 packages ; 547 pounds .. ...* 

Balm water, 12 flasks ... ... 4 

Hungary water, 24 flasks ... 6 

Horse, one ... ... ... ... ... 400 

Do. one ... ... ... ... . . 150 

Clock, one ... ... .. .. ... 100 

Gold casket, one ... ... ... ...* 


The value of the golden flowers embroi- 
dered on the velvet covering the couches, 
and of the like embroidered on the four 
cushions placed on the couches, was ... 1,200 

Gift, in actual cash ... ... ... ... 3,000 
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* Blank in the original. 
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The total value of the presents given to Imam 
Sahib was therefore pagodas . . . * 

Pagodas. 

Broad-cloth, one roll, presented to the son of 

yv 

the commandant of the fort at Alambarai — 

yards 25^, price pagodas ...* 

Chinese lampas,t two rolls ... ... ... Id 

Broad-cloth given to the master of the mint 

at Alambarai — o yards ... ...* 

A 

Do. to the commander at Alambarai — I 

yards * 

Do. to Muhammad Sadr — 5 yards, 

pagodas ... ... ...* 

Do. to Muhammad Yawar Khan — 5 
yards ... .. ... ... 

A 

Do. to Iswaradan — 3 yards ... ... ...* 

Do. to Qamr * All Khan (priest) — 5 

yards * 

Do. to three other persons — 12 yards ... ...* 

Total yards of broad-cloth — 39 yards ... ...* 

So the value of presents given, including those 
to Muhammadans who came along with Imam Sahib, 
was ... * 

When these had been distributed, Imam Sahib took 
leave. Twenty-one guns were then fired, and he 
returned to his apartments at Sunguvar’s counting- 
house. 

Thursday, 26t.h February 1739, or 18th Must of 
K&laynlrti . — This afternoon, Imam Sahib went to visit 
the Governor, who, in the course of conversation, 


* Blank in the original. 

t A kind of flowered silk originally imported from China, 
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asked him for a loan of 2,00,000 pagodas. He replied ch AP. IV. 
that he could not spare so much, and could give 1739 . 
only 50,000. The Governor agreed to this. Imam asks loan 

. . . of 2,00,000 

Sahib at once gave him 14,000 pagodas, which he pa - od:ls - 

A 0 This given 

had with him, and promised to send the remaining mpart - 
36,000 as soon as he should reach Alambarai. 

When he was taking leave of the Governor, Inmm Sahib 
he asked a favour of him, in the following terms : reqtiest. 

“ A southern Brahman has been imprisoned : as his 
case is one connected with territory outside of yours, 

I will, if you release and send him with me to 
Alambarai, inquire into it, and settle the matter 
one way or other.” The Governor consented to 
this, and Imam Sahib then took leave of him. In the 
evening, he went to Kanakarfiya Mudali, bade him 
farewell ; next went to Seshachala Chetti, and took Departs for 
leave of him ; and then went straight to Alambarai. 

When Imam Sahib was here, this is what he wi.at 
said to Kanakaraya Mudali : “I am very glad that foK^ki 
Chanda Sahib made a present of Karikal to your jiudau. 
people. You are amicably disposed towards one 
another, and may you henceforward continue so.” 

Thursday, 5th March 1739, or 25th Mdsi of Presents 

1 . - sent to 

Kdlayuldi . — This morning, the presents specified siiinA 
below were despatched to Chanda Sahib : 

LIV. SOUS. DES. PAG. FAN. C. 

Cloth of gold of Beauvais, 

No. I, one roll, 10! yards, 

at livres * 110 a yard ...1,113 15 0 


* 1 livre = 20 sons ; 1 sou = 12 deniers. 
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LIV. SOUS. DBS. PAG. FAX. C. 

Cloth of gold, Chinese narrow 
silk, No. IV, one roll, 10| 
yards, at livres 66 a yard ... 684 15 0 

Cloth of silver, Chinese silk, 

No. Y, one roll, 10J yards, 
at livres 60, sous 10, a yard... 627 13 9 

The foregoing three rolls of 
cloth, 30J yards in all, are 
thus of the value of livres 
2,426, sous 3, d. 9, which 
at the rate of liv. 7-10-0 

per pagoda is equal to ... ... 323 12 0 

Crimson Arab velvet, No. 

XXXII, one roll, 40£ yards, 

at 27 livres a yard 1,096 17 6 

Blue Poona velvet, No. 

LXNV1I, one roll, 40£ yards, 
at livres 22, sous 11, a yard... 914 11 10 
The above-mentioned two rolls 
of velvet, 81^ yards in all, 
are thus of the value of livres 
2,011, sous 9, d. 4, which at 
the rate of liv. 7-10-0 per 

pagoda is equal to ... ... ... 208 11 0 

Mohair, one roll only, 34 j 

yards, at pagodas 2^ a yard. ... 95 5 10 

Gold galloon, blue, marcs 8 
oz. 5 gr. 6, at livres 96 sous 

16 a mare 813 19 6 

Silver galloon, blue, mares 
6 oz. 6 gr. 7, at livres 55 a 


marc 


377 5 11 
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LI V. Sill'S. DE9. PAH. FAS. C. 

The foregoing two lota of gal- 
loon, weighing in all mares 
15 oz. 4 gr. 5, are therefore 
worth liv. 1,221-5-5 or at 

li v. 7-10-0 a pagoda ... .. 102 20 i' 

Mirror, one: length GO inches; 

breadth 40 inches ; cost ... 027 0 0 

Mir ror, one : length 50 inches ; 

breadth 3 G inches ; cost ... 4G0 G 0 


Chap. IV. 
1739. 


Th n rtdii'j, 0th April 1739, nr 30th Powjuni of 
Kdhujuhti . — A ship arrived in the night at 8, and 
cast anchor in the roads. In the morning, M. Sig- 
nard, M. St. Sauveur, and other passengers, came 
ashore. Her cargo, which consisted of tin, mer- 
cury, china-root, camphor, borax, crockery, rolls of 
silk, and gold, has been landed, and removed to the 
warehouse in the fort. It has been decided to dis- 


An ivnlof ri 
ship \t ith 
M SitrnfiKl 
ami otlu rs. 


Her i-artro 


pose of these articles of merchandise by auction, on 
Wednesday, 22nd April. Notices to this effect were 
exhibited in the fort, at the cloth-market, church, 
and court-house. 


Suturdai/, 1 1th April 1730, nr 2nd Chittirul nj S : d- 
dluirti. — M. Rousselicre Dubois and others set sail 
this morning for Manilla on board the . . .,* 

bound for that place. 

Monthly, 13th April 1730, or kth Chittirni of Sid- 
dhdrti . — Sungu SGshachala f’hetti executed a con- 
tract for the supply of 2,500 bales of piece-goods this 
morning at 8, when a present, of . . . * yards of 
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* Blank in tint original. 
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broad-cloth was made to him, and thirteen guns 
were fired. Before he was offered the contract, 
the Governor had inquired what arrears were out- 
standing against him. He was informed that the 
amount was 43,000 pagodas. On hearing this, the 
Governor was wroth, and declared that he would 
not give the contract to him unless he liquidated 
the arrears, and he caused stringent orders urging 
speedy payment to be issued to him by the Coun- 
cil. Through the medium of Kanakaraya Mudali, 
who had promised tempting gifts, an arrangement 
has been privately effected. As Seshdchala Chetti 
had on hand piece-goods to the value of 1 6,000 
pagodas, and stuffs worth 28,000 pagodas to his 
credit in arrears, making in all 44,000 pagodas, 
it was pointed out that this would be a sufficient 
security. This, some other arguments adduced 
in his favour, and the promise of a consideration, 
induced the Governor to relent. After five or six 
days, he directed that if SesMchala Chetti paid at 
once, in cash, 10,000 pagodas, the contract would 
be offered to him. With the assistance of the 
Governor and Kanakaraya Mudali, both of whom 
helped him with 5,000 pagodas ; by pawning his 
goods and utensils ; and by borrowing money from 
others, SCsMehala Chetti made up the 10.000 
required, and paid the amount to the credit of 
the Company. The receipt of the money was duly 
noted in the register, but after the execution of the 
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contract, and on the same day, it was returned to 
him . . . * 

Monday, 11th May 1739, or 1st Vahjdsi of $ fi- 
ll ltd rtl . — A Council was held at 10 this morninsr, 
and a notice signed by the members of the Supreme 
Council was exhibited at the cloth-market, the court- 
house, the church, and the gate of the fort. A 
proclamation was also made by beat of tom-tom, to 
the following effect : — 

‘ ‘ By command of the King of France, the 
members of the Supreme Council at Fondichery 
issue the following order : — 

To obviate the loss arising to merchants and 
others, and to trade generally in l’ondichery, owing 
to the currency therein of pagoda coins of less than 
the prescribed degree of fineness issued at other 
places, it was decided in Council, on Gth May 1733, 
to issue only coins having a fineness of S-J-- touches, 
and to prohibit the currency of all others of a lower 
standard. Notwithstanding this order, it has been 
observed that the circulation of corns of less than 
the prescribed degree of fineness is on the increase, 
and the loss to traders and the public generally, is 
therefore great. To remove this evil, the Council now 
determines that from this day forward, the pagodas 
issued by the Pondichery mint shall each have a 
fineness of eight touches, and that a full seer of 
these shall weigh exactly 81 J pagodas. These coins 
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* Blank in the original. 
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are to be legal tender in Pondichery. It is further 
decided that pagodas of 7f touches shall also he lawful 
tender, provided that a premium of 4 pagodas is 
paid on every hundred such. Be it observed, as an 
imperative order, by all the merchants and inhabit- 
ants — European or native— of Pondichery, or who 
come thither from other parts of the country, that 
pagodas of less than 7f touches are not legal tender. 
Those who have such coins hi their possession are 
required to present all at the mbit, the officers 
of which will clip them, paying the value thereof, 
calculated according to the degree of their fineness, to 
the owners. Those who contravene these instructions 
will, on conviction, be liable to pay the fine imposed 
by the order passed in Council on Gth May 1738. 
The money-changers, and those who trade in gold 
and silver, must strictly adhere to this rule. If 
any person be found circulating money of less than 
7f touches, the coins in their possession shall be 
forfeited, and they taken before the Deputy Gov- 
ernor, who acts as judge in the court, and the 
Councillor who has control of the mint. Those 
who withhold information will render themselves 
liable to the fine already prescribed.” 

Copies of tLis order have been posted in several 
parts of the town for the information of the public. 
It was passed in the Hall of the Supremo Council 
this 11th day of May 1739, and is signed by the 
Governor M. Dumas, M. Legou, M. Dulaurens, 
M. Signard, M. Ingrand, and M. Miran. 
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Saturday, 23rd May 1739, or 13th Vahjdsi of Sid- 
dhdrti. — M. Dupleix’s ship, Chanda mayo rr, arrived 
at noon this day from Surat, and brought the 
following intelligence. Tahmasp Quli Kh an, of the 
tribe of Iran, who was, by the grace of God, the 
Shah of Persia, and governed his kingdom from 
Isfahan, increased in power to such a degree that 
he fought with the Sultan of Turkey, and vanquished 
him. He next turned his attention to the conquest 
of Delhi, and sent a defiant message to the Moghul 
Emperor, who challenged him to war. Tahmasp 
Quli Kh an left Isfahan in 1738, with 60,000 cavalry, 
subdued various chiefs on his way — the Sultan of 
Turani amongst the number — and having levied tri- 
bute from them, marched against Lahore, the prin- 
cipal city of the Empire of Delhi. The fort there, 
fell into his hands. The Emperor was exceedingly 
wroth, and commanded the Nizam and other nobles 
subject to him to march against the invader : they 
offered battle to him, and were defeated. The news 
of this reverse only enraged the Emperor, who again 
urged his nobles to fight against the invader. But 
Tahmasp Quli Khan, who was favoured by Heaven, 
again proved victorious. He next marched against 
Delhi, captured the city, made the Emperor Muham- 
mad Shah and the nobles prisoners, and one day 
ordered that he and the twenty or twenty-five 
nobles who had been captured, should be executed 
in public, in the market place. He afterwards com- 
manded that coins should be struck in his name, and 
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Chap. iv. that that of Muhammad Shah should be obliterated 
1739. from the current money. A mandate was accordingly 
sent to the Nawab of Surat, who was directed to 
suppress the coins struck by Muhammad Shah, and 
y Mimes on to issue new ones bearing the legend “By the grace 
sirah dl1 of God, XMir Shah, Emperor.” The Nawab of Surat 
was further commanded to issue his charters under 
the authority of the new Emperor, bearing a seal with 
torraiun™ 4 f^e above inscription, and to inflict a fine of Rs. floO 
other name, on every one who uttered the name “ Talimasp Quli 
Khan.” when speaking of the new Emperor ; who 
was henceforth to be designated “ Xadir Shah, 
Emperor by the grace of God.” On receipt of 
this mandate, the Nawab of Surat caused it to be 
proclaimed throughout the city, and ordered the 
bowern 011 ^ 33UG c °i us with the new legend. The old ones, 
okfcoins. as is known, had a circular rim, but the new ones 
were pointed at one end ; and this too, it is said, 
was by the order of the new Emperor. Such was 
the intelligence made known by the Governor, the 
Councillors, and M. Elias, as having come from 
Surat. The ship which brought this news also 
carried the usual articles of merchandise. 


Reflections 
on fate of 
Emperor. 


If such, indeed, be the fate that befell the Em- 
peror of Delhi, need we wonder at the calamities 
that overtake ordinary men ? Of what avail is the 
power and wealth of kings, on this earth ? These 
are perishable. The Heaven of the All-merciful 
God is the only thing that endures. All others 
perish. 
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I have stated before, that the Emperor of Delhi 
was beheaded. Later intelligence from there how- 
ever contradicts this, although it confirms the rest 
of the news. It is now stated that he was only 
imprisoned. It is also said that the Nizam was 
secretly in league with the invader. A month later, 

the storv came that Muhammad Shah was reinstated 
«/ • 

on the throne ; that his daughter was married to the 
son of Tahmasp Quli Khan; and that the invader, after 
taking everything in the treasury of the Emperor, 
had crossed the Attock river, overrun Multan and 
Cabul, and was on his way to his own dominions. 
By the irruption of Nadir Shah many merchants at 
Delhi were impoverished. Many men were put to 
death, and many women committed suicide. It is 
estimated that between 100,000 and 1 50,000 men and 
women perished in this way. This is the estimate 
given in the letter written to the Armenians. 

Saturday, 6th Juno. 1739, nr 27th Vmgdsi of 
Sidrihdrti . — This afternoon at about 4, an English 
ship, bound for Madras, anchored off Pondichery, 
when a catamaran was despatched to her, and the 
captain sent back by it two letters from certain 
persons in France — one addressed to M. Dumas, and 
the other to Father Loliere of the church opposite to 
my house ; and these were accompanied by a third, 
written by himself. They were handed to the 
Governor who, on perusing that for him, learnt that 
Father Loliere was appointed to the bishopric of 
Siam. He at once ordered his palanquin, and taking 
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Chap. xv. with him MM. Miran and Desfresnes, went to the 
1739 . house of the priest. They all three congratulated 
al?d vernor him on his appointment as bishop of Siam, delivered 

others con- x 1 

grutuiate tile letter which had come for him, embraced and 
kissed him, and took their departure, leaving him in 
a state of great happiness. What other news the 
letter to M. Dumas contained is not known. 
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Former 


to speak 
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Sunday, [ 7th June 1739, or] 28th Vaigdsi of 
Siddhdrti. — Muttaiya Pillai and I met Father Loliere 
this morning. We congratulated him, spoke for 
a while in terms expressive of our delight and of 
our sense of gratitude to him, and then retired. 

Monday, 8th June 1739, or 29th Vaigdsi of Sid- 
dhdrti. — This evening, I repaired to the Governor’s 
house in order to speak to him. When I reached 
the spot where the sentinel stood guard, Ellappan, 
the duMsh of M. Dumas, approached, and told me 
that he had something to communicate. I asked 


Governor’s 
dubusli 
relates a 
conver- 
sation with 
his master. 


Gives 
details of 
this. 


what it was, to which he replied as follows : — 

“ The Governor questioned me to-day, when he 
was bathing, as to what the folk of Pondichery 
said concerning the tradeships from France. I told 
him that the general report was that they would 
arrive in five or six days. He then asked me what 
the talk was regarding M. Dumeslier. I replied 
that in the European, as well as the native quarter, 
it was reported throughout the town that M. Dumes- 
lier, M. Lenoir’s son, M. Febvrier, and M. [ * ] 


* Tliis name is illegible in the original tawing to the perishing of the 

manuscript. 
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were coming. He observed that this news had 
originated with you, and inquired whether I did not 
know of this, and had not heard of it. I thereupon 
submitted to him that I had not heard this matter 
mentioned, either in your house, or by you ; and that 
no one had told me that he knew of it from you. He 
then asked what appointments were believed to be 
awaiting M. Dumeslier and others on their arrival 
here. I answered that it was supposed that M. 
Dumeslier would be the Deputy Governor, and that 
M. Lenoir’s son and the others would be members 
of Council. He then interrogated me as to what 
the report touching his successor was. I replied 
that nothing had been heard on this point, but that 
according to public opinion he would receive news 
of further elevation ; that the Company having 
conferred on him a decoration in appreciation of his 
extraordinarily meritorious services in having pro- 
cured for it the privilege of coining money — which 
was one that his predecessors had failed to gain — the 
acquisition of Khrikal would secure for him official 
employment to the end of his life ; that higher 
preferments and greater honours awaited him ; and 
that these would always be on the increase. The 
Governor asked me what position there was more 
exalted than that which he at present held, and 
observed that the rank of bishop was the only one, 
but that this was what would be offered to a Portu- 
guese, and not to a Frenchman.” Ellappan then 
remarked that Kanakaraya Mudali had apparently 

13 
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insinuated something against me in order to excite 
the Governor’s displeasure. This revelation stag- 
gered me, and the following was the train of 
reflections which then passed through my mind : — 
Am I in receipt of letters from friends or rela- 
tives in France ? The ill-will subsisting between 
Kanakaraya Mudali and me is well known to the 
Governor. Nevertheless, he gives ear to all his 
defamatory reports, and believes them. Heaven 
knows, though man may not, that I had no hand in 
the propagation of the story. Can such a slanderer 
thrive with impunity ? I make no doubt that Heaven 
will ere long visit Kanakaraya Mudali with fitting 
retribution for the calumnious reports made by him 
to the Governor regarding my innocent self. God 
knows that the thought of doing injury to any man 
never occurs to me ; for this reason. Heaven will 
save me from all reverses. The public will bear 
testimony to the truth of my words. Those who so 
maliciously and mendaciously vilify me will suffer 
the consequences of their wickedness ; God will 
make it known to all. 

[Thursday], 11th June 1739, or 1st Ani of Sid- 
dhdrtl. — Chevalier Dumas, the Governor of Pondi- 
chery, has issued the following proclamation by 
beat of tom-tom : — 

“ No person shall commit a nuisance within 
the limits of the town, either on the beach, or on the 
banks of the Upparu river running to the south 
of St. Paul’s church, or in the public roads. Any 
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one offending in this respect will be liable to a Chap. iv. 
fine of six fanams ; two of which will be paid to the 1739 . 
person who seizes the delinquent in the act, the 
remaining four being credited to the funds of the 
court.” 

The foregoing rule is being enforced. The num- This very 

D 0 0 . unpopular. 

ber of citizens who have taken to heart the severity 
of this measure is beyond calculation . . . * 

Sunday, 28th June 1739, ur 18th Ani of Siddhdrti. Arrival oi 
— The ship M nitre, captain, M. de Solminiac, which 
sailed from this for Mocha in the month of Masi, 
of the year Kalayukti, [February 1739], returned 
this afternoon at about 2. I inquired whether 
the goods which she had taken thither, and such 
of the wares as had remained unsold, were all 
disposed of. The Governor and the other members 
of Council informed me that of the merchandise, 
worth in all about a lakh,t or a lakh and twenty 
thousand pagodas, only a fraction, to the value of Only a small 

_ _ portion 

50,000 local dollars, equal to 20,000 or 24,000 other oa^o 
pagodas, had been sold during the last eight 
months. They further told me that they had 
received an advice not to send any more goods, as 
if they did, what remained there would not sell. 

As regards mine at Mocha, M. Courbezatre, in 
whose charge they were left by M. Desfresnes, xcmoof 
wrote for my information that none of them had 


been disposed of : this was also read to me by them. 


dispobed of. 


* The remainder of the passage has perished in the original, 
f Lakh= 100,000. 
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It is thus manifest that there "will he no trade with 
Mocha this year. 

Monday, 29th June 17 39, or 19th Ani of Siddhdrti. 
— This evening at 5, the French ship Due d’ Orleans, 
captain, M. de Lachenaye, arrived in the roads. 
Bound for Perak, she left L’Orient in November 
last, and reached Pondichery to-day. News has 
been received that M. Decoublan, the captain 
of the soldiers, who went to France on account 
of a suit against M. Wolchs, returned on board 
her. The captain of the ship, and others have all 
landed. Four lakhs of dollars are supposed to have 
been received by her. According to an overland 
despatch previously received, M. Febvrier was also 
to have taken passage by this opportunity. But 
it appears that his wife is now pregnaDt, and this 
has caused him to defer his return until next year. 
Nothing else remarkable has been heard. It is 
reported that four ships bound for Pondichery, and 
three more whose destination is Chandernagore, will 
arrive. 

It is rumoured that the ship Phelippeanx was 
hindered by a westerly gale from anchoring in the 
roads here ; that she drifted towards Bengal ; and 
that the whereabouts of some other vessels affected 
by the storm is not known. 

Wednesday, 8th July 1739, or 28th Ani of 
Siddhdrti . — At 4 this afternoon, a European was 
marched in custody to the glacis on the southern 
side of the fort. He was blindfolded, and made to 
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kneel. Four soldiers then came forward, and simul- 
taneously discharging their muskets, which were 
loaded with double charges, shot the poor fellow 
dead. His offence was . . . * 

Wednesday, 15th July 1739, or 3rd Adi of SuL 
dhdrti . — The issue of the following notification was 
decided upon at a meeting of the Supreme Council 
held this morning : — 

“ In pursuance of the commands of the King, 
the Supreme Council hereby directs and gives notice 
to the public that all merchants, shroffs, and cash- 
keepers, and all townspeople, shall in future use 
Arcot rupees as the currency in lending or borrow- 
ing, or in buying or selling. A hundred pagodas 
of eight touches each shall be regarded as equivalent 
to 320 rupees, and one rupee as equivalent to 7-| 
fanams. Prices shall be regulated according to this 
standard. This is the order of the Supreme Council, 
passed under date 15th July 1739.” 

Four copies of the notice were drawn up in 
French, Telugu, and Tamil, respectively, and posted 
at the following places in the fort, viz. : the cloth- 
market, court-house, fort-gate, and the church. It 
was also proclaimed by the court accountant 
Wandiwash Kangappan who, accompanied by a 
drummer, read and explained the rule in the 
different quarters of the town. It was also cried 
throughout the city, by beat of tom-tom. 
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* Incomplete in the original. 
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Monday, 20th July 1739, or 8th Adi of Siildhdrti. 
— There was a lunar eclipse to-night, at four 
Indian hours after sunset; it terminated at 11, 
the fraction of the moon shadowed being -^V 

Thursday, 22nd October 1739, or 9th Arppisi of 
Suldhdrti. — This night at about fifteen to sixteen 
Indian hours after sunset, Velvendra Mudali, the son 
of the chief duMsh Kanakaraya Mudali, breathed his 
last. He was born on Monday the 31st Avani of 
the year Vilambi [12tb September 1718], at about 
twenty-three Indian hours after sunset; the rising 
sign of the zodiac being Cancer : so the term of life 
allotted to him in this world was twenty-one years, 
one month, and nine days. The dominant planet- 
ary period at the time of his birth was that of the 
malign K6tu. During it, his father lost his appoint- 
ment ; was subjected to dishonour ; was compelled 
to quit his native place ; and suffered numerous 
hardships . But on the advent of the planetary period 
of Menus, in succession to Ketu, he had the enjoyment 
of all the honours and affluence ascribable to the 
merit of that heavenly body. It is a fundamental 
astrological doctrine that the luck or ill-luck of 
a son, arising from causes connected with .his 
nativity, attaches during his minority to his father. 
According to the boy’s horoscope, the potentiality of 
Venus for good was very great, owing to the position 
which it held in the zodiac. It was alone in the sign 
of birth, which was a quadrant, and was moreover 
aspected by auspicious planets. Consequently, 
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Panayfir Narayanan, the astrologer who had cast 
the nativity of the child, foretold long before 
Kanakaraya Mudali* s return to fortune that all his 
enemies would vanish during the period of that 
planet, and that the highest power in the state 
would then devolve on him ; that his circumstances 
would become remarkably opulent; and that his 
career would then be distinguished by success. 
He also divined that when the period of Venus had 
terminated, and was succeeded by that of the 
Sun, the health of Kanakaraya Mudali would fail; 
and that he would meet with reverses, and suffer 
much distress. In conformity with the predictions 
of the astrologer, just at the advent of the Sun’s 
period, the subject of the horoscope dies. There 
have since arisen some incidents which presage 
further evils for his father. The remains of the 
son of Kanakaraya Mudali were consigned to the 
grave about the third watch on Friday — the day 
following his death : the corpse was buried with a 
robe embroidered with lace, two yards of broad- 
cloth, a pearl ear-ring, and a finger-ring. Immedi- 
ately after the return of the parents to their home, 
the border of the garment worn by the wife of 
Kanakaraya Mudali took fire, and was burnt. Two 
Indian hours afterwards, a house of his, to the 
westward of his residence, was in flames, whereby 
some of his effects, worth 100 pagodas, were lost. 
These incidents prognosticated, to the popular 
mind, the future misfortune of Kanakaraya Mudali. 
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The deceased, an only son, was as obedient 
to his father as a devoted disciple would be to 
his priest ; and moreover the youth had attained 
an age when he could be of material service to his 
parent. For these reasons, the loss sustained by 
Kanakaraya Mudali evoked general sympathy. 

[Sunday], 1st November 1739, or 19th Arppisi 
of Sichlhdrti. — This year three ships started on the 
return voyage to France, prior to 1st November. 
They were : 

(1) The Fleury . — She had a lading of 1,800 
and odd bales of piece-goods. Madame Bruy&res 
took passage on board her. 

(2) The Triton. — She had on board a cargo of 
3,000 packages of coffee. 

(3) The Prince de Conde. — She was laden with 
800 bales of cloth, and was to proceed to Mahe, and 
receive there a consignment of pepper. 

The tradeship Jupitre, which had come from 
Mascareigne, also returned thither, with a cargo of 
some bales of piece-goods, and the usual merchandise 
annually exported to that settlement. The following 
were passengers by her; M. Gabriel Dumas the 
younger brother of the Governor, Madame Grignon, 
and Madame Paradis. 

The news of this day is that M. Vincens * died of 
fever at Chandernagore. De had gone there from 
Jeddah, after visiting Pondichery and Madras. He 


* The first husband of Madarae Dupleix, 
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was ill for only two or three days. The intelligence 
of his death was first received at Madras, and was 
transmitted here by Father Thomas. The Governor 
made mention of these facts to his friends. 

Saturday , 21st November 1739, or 9th Kdrtti- 
gai of Siddhurti . — A remarkable incident which 
occurred this evening at 5, was the following. 
The ex-chief of the peons, actuated by jealousy at 
the appointment of Muttaiya Pillai in his place, 
instigated one of his men to commit thefts in the 
town. This individual had long been engaged in 
the business, and was at last apprehended, four or 
five months ago. When he was beaten, and pressed 
in other ways, he made a clean breast of the whole 
affair, from the very beginning, and mentioned the 
names of all the persons who had either seen his acts 
or heard of them, or who had either concealed the 
goods stolen by him, or harboured him. These 
abettors, who were about fifteen or sixteen in 
number, were thrown into prison with him. The 
Council having heard their statements, discharged 
them all, with the exception of the thief, and 
five of the abettors, who were found to be seriously 
implicated. These were Odavi Virappa Mestri, a 
goldsmith, Sandhi, Birman, and Kumarappa Nayinar. 
The offenders received the following punishments, 
under an order of Council. The thief was publicly 
hanged ; a punishment which w'as carried out at 5 
in the evening at the centre of the town in the 
bazaar-road, opposite to the court-house, on a gallows 
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which had been temporarily erected there for the 
purpose; M. Dulaurens seeing to the execution. 
Of the remaining five criminals, Odavi Yirappa 
Mestri and the goldsmith were each awarded fifty 
stripes, their ears were cut off, and they were 
expelled beyond the bounds of Pondichery. The 
other three, namely, Sandhi, Birman and Kuma- 
rappa Nay mar, were ordered to stand in a line and 
were whipped ; each receiving twenty-five lashes. 
On two or three further charges, the punishment 
of whipping will again be inflicted on' them, and 
they will then be released. 

Thursday, 26th November 1739, ur llfth Kdrtlijai 
of Siddhdrti. — This morning, Francisco Pereira 
arrived from the court of Chanda Sahib, his mission 
being supposed to be to effect a sale of the goods, 
utensils, and ornaments set with precious stones, 
which had been found in Trichinopoly. 

Tuesday, Dece r iuber 1739, or 26th Kdrtlijai 

oj Siddhdrti. — A remarkable occurrence last night 
was as follows. Owing to the illness of Asarappan, 
the son of Savarimuttu Mudali, the following per- 
sons kept him company in his house, viz. ; Aiyd 
M&stri, Kanakappa Mudali, the brother-in-law of 
Ammaiyappa Mudali, whose name is not known, 
and a Veffazha * youth. At midnight, when they 
were all asleep, one of them, who was lying down 


# This is the great cultivating caste of the Tamils, and it holds hy 
common consent, the first place iu the social scale amongst Sudrus. 
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on the front pial, dreamt that four men with 
cudgels in their hands came with a native officer to 
the house, and that one of them belaboured him. 
Fancying that this was a reality, the dreamer fell off 
the pial, and lay prostrate on the ground. The armed 
men of his vision, then leaving him, approached the 
house, and knocked at the door. Aiyfi Mestri, who 
was at the time awake within the house, seems to 
have distinctly heard the noise of rapping, and after 
remaining silent whilst five or six blows were struck, 
made towards the door, and opening it asked 
who it Avas that knocked. But finding no one 
there, he returned and again betook himself to his 
bed. After a brief interval, the sick man Asarap- 
pan Avas seized with a cold fit, ay hi eh rendered him 
speechless and breathless — as though he was on the 
point of death. The physician, Aiyfi M£stri, was 
at once aroused, and AA'as requested to examine him. 
He accordingly Avent to the patient, but no sooner 
had he felt his pulse, than he, too, lost conscious- 
ness, and fell back on the ground, deprived of the 
poAver of speech, and panting for breath. His 
head drooped, and his limbs grew inert. He AA’as 
consequently’ conveyed to his house by’ tAvo or three 
persons, and left there. Presently, the Yellazha 
youth, Avho was sleeping on the top of a box, Avas 
found not to respond to any calls. On being closelv 
examined, he was found to be unable to speak or 
breathe freely’, and to have urinated in the piece of 
cloth which he had on. Some Lubbay magicians 
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and others versed in the art of sorcery, were at 
once summoned. They offered a sacrifice of fowls, 
rice, etc., with the object of exorcising the evil 
spirits, and warding off the mischief ; as in the case 
of a caste Hindu ; and did so ten times more 
formally. Although those concerned were Chris- 
tians, they caused the performance of these cere- 
monies. But when the news of their heathenish 
conduct reached the ears of the priests, the latter 
remonstrated against it, and asked why they had 
perpetrated such sacrilegious acts. Kanakaraya 
Mudali replied : “ All these steps having been taken, 
this youth survives ; whereas I lost my son because, 
in obedience to your instructions, I refrained from 
adopting them.” The priests on this made no 
answer. 

Friday, 8 Hi January 17 h0, or 28th Mdryashi of 
Siddhdrti. — This morning the Due d’ Orleans, from 
Manilla, reached the anchorage here, and announced 
her arrival by a salute of seven guns. The 
news brought by her is that at Manilla, owing to 
the advent of two or three ships from Surat, 
the market rate of piece-goods and tobacco was 
low. The merchandise brought by her is specified 
below — 

For the Company. — 

Camphor ... ... ... ... ... * 

Frankincense ... ... ... ... ... * 

Horses ... ... 123 


* Blank in the original. 
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For Chandemagore — 

Chap. IV. 

Bales of cotton 

148 1740. 


CANDIES. 

Frankincense . . 

20 

Benjamin 

10 

Brazilwood 

30 or 35 

Resin 

10 or 15 

Saturday, [ 13th February 17h0, 

or'] 5tll Mdsi of Departure 

J J of r rancihCO 


Sirklhdrti . — This evening at 4, Francisco Pereira, toTHeM- 

nopoly. 

together with Rama Rao, BSpu, and all others who 
had come with him, started for Trichinopoly. Owing 
to want of sufficient room now to record all that took 
place after his arrival here, the marks of respect Remarks 

-*■ regarding 

paid to him, and the lies which he told, I have given llim - 
a full account of them in the third* page from this. 


* There is in the original a blank space after “the third page from 
this ” of two and-a-half pages, but no entry has been made. 
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CHAPTER V. 

FROM FEBRUARY 15 Tn , 1740, TO DECEMBER 

n™, mo. 

Sailing of Due d’Orleans — Her cargo— Cargo of St. Joseph for transfer to 
Jupicre — Why only one ship sailed for Franco —Ma urepas detrined 
for want of cargo — Phelippeaux wrecked — Arrival of Imam Sahib — 
Visits Governor — Details of state entry and visit — Letters to Gov- 
ernor from M. Martinville, and France — News regarding European 
affairs in latter— Prospect of war with England — Conversion of caste 
boy to Christianity — Consecration of Bishop Loliere — Gifts for Gov- 
ernor from Baja of Tanjore — Contracts for goods for Company — 
Arrival of St. Geran — Arrival of a ship from Manilla — Sailing of Chinna 
Sunguram — Presents for Governor from Husain ’All Khan —Irruption 
of the Mahrattas — Reports of fighting— Their movements— Great 
excitement in Pondichery— Conduct of invaders — Diarist sends for 
his goods at Arcot — Caste people crowd into Pondichery from Arcot, 
etc. — News regarding operations against Mahrattas — Advance of 
Safdar ’All Khan with troops — Chanda Sahib writes to Governor that 
he is co-operating in defence— Further influx of fugitives— News from 
Arcot and Vellore very gloomy— Mahrattas Baid to have forced the 
passes — Precautions against attack at Pondichery — Arrival of wife of 
Imam Sahib — Severely injured by accidental burning— Ariival of wife 
of Dost ’Alt Khan— Death of wife of Imam Sahib— Corpse sent to 
husband — Arrival of wife and sisters of Safdar ’All Khan — Visit widow 
of Dost 'Alt Khan — Presents to Governor from Safdar ’All Khan — 
Letter sent with them read — Account in this of fall in battle of Dost 
’All Khan — Polite speech of Governor to bearer — Arrival of wife of 
Chanda Sahib— Arrival of a ship from Mascareigne — Rumours brought 
by her — Arrival of Fulvy with news of appointment of M. Dupleix as 
Governor of Pondichery — Diarist pays a visit to the Governor, who 
shows him certain letters — Contents of these — Conversation regarding 
them — King’s birthday — Khan Bahadur comes to Pondichery —Entry 
private — Visits Governor — Diarist leaves for Porto Novo — Prepara- 
tions for visit of Safdar ’All Khan and others — State entry into 
Pondichery — His following — Visits Governor — Chanda Sahib avoids 
accompanying him ---Departure of Taqi Sahib — Governor returns visit 
of Safdar ’All Khan — Khan Bahadur and others visit a ship — Chanda 
Sahib pays visit to Governor — This returned — Safdar ’All Khan and 
others visit fort— Depart — Return of diarist — Change in plans of 
Safdar ’All Khan and Chanda Sahib — Doings of Mahrattas — Plunder 
Tiruvannamalai and surrounding country — Flight of population to 
Cuddalore — Force under Ghulam Husain advances against Mahrattas 
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— They surprise his camp and utterly root him — Invest fort at Ch6t- 
pattu — Pillage surrounding country — People take refuge in Cuddalore 
— Nothing being heard of Mahrattas, some return. 

Monday, 15th February 1 7k0, or 7th Mdsi of Sid- 
dhdrti . — The French ship Due d’ Orleans, captain, 
M. de Lachenaye, left the roads this night homeward 
bound, the captain embarking after he had supped. 
She is to proceed on her voyage without touching 
at any other port. The cargo which she carried 
consisted of 1,385 bales of piece-goods, including a 
small one of fine material, shipped at Porto Novo, 
besides ten or fifteen parcels belonging to sundry 
merchants. 

In addition, ten days before this, 400 bales were 
despatched to Mahe by the St. Joseph, for tranship- 
ment to the Jupitre, which was riding at anchor in 
the roads there, bound for France. The latter was 
to complete her lading at Mahe, by taking in pepper. 
The reason why only one ship instead of two 
returned this season to France, is that sufficient 
goods were not in readiness. Consequently, the 
other tradeship, the Manrepas, had to remain. 
Even the Jupitre was detained for some time, owing 
to want of stock in the warehouse. There are, no 
doubt, on hand some cloths from Yanam, and some 
belonging to Sunguvar and other merchants, which 
would probably go to make up 700 or 750 bales, but 
these are all with the washermen, going through the 
process of being bleached. Even should they be 
ready, and granting also that the total number 
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could be raised to 1,000 by the addition of 200 or 
250 bales, this quantity would by no means suffice, 
as she would require a cargo of 1,700 bales. To 
make up the balance would take at least a month 
or forty days, by which time there will be a change 
in the monsoon. Owing to this, the sailing of the 
Maurepas has been delayed. She will, as has been 
decided in Council, fir3t proceed to Kulas5karan- 
pattanam, and thence to Mahe. The Company will 
find its concerns much hampered this year through 
lack of merchandise ; one of the ships having been 
detained here, and another at Chandernagore ; and 
the Phclippeauz having been wrecked. 

Wednesday, 17 th February 17 iO, or 9th Mdsi of 
Siddhdrti . — On Wednesday morning, Imam Sahib 
arrived from Alambarai. Those who accompanied 
me to meet him were M. Dulaurens, M. Ingrand, 
Kanakaraya Mudali, Seshachala Chetti, and Muttaiya 
Pillai: we went with music as far as Bommaiya 
palaiyam, and escorted him thence. When he reached 
the town-gate, a guard of honour presented arms, 
the air usually performed in honour of the Deputy 
Governor was played, and seventeen guns were fired 
from the fort. He alighted at Sunguvar’s counting- 
house. This evening, he visited the Governor, and 
presented him with a pair of cloths of gold brocade, a 
laced belt, and a laced turban. The value of these 
articles might he between 80 and 100 pagodas. 

Thursday, 18tli February 17k0, or 10th Mad 
of Siddhdrti . — On the morning of this day, the 
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Governor, the Councillors, and other Europeans, 
assembled in the Council-hall. The reception was 
attended by me, Kanakaraya Mudali, Muttaiya Pillai, 
SSsMchala Chetti, and many merchants. A company 
of soldiers, with white banners, marched from the 
fort, to the sound of pipes, and formed in a line on 
either side of the road leading to the steps of the 
Governor’s house. The commanding officers and 
lieutenants took their places according to their re- 
spective rank. The Governor called up Kanakaraya 
Mudali, and directed him to proceed to the lodgings 
of Imam Sahib, and conduct him, with music and due 
honour, to the Council-hall. Kanakaraya Mudali 
asked whether Europeans should not go with him to 
bring Imam Sahib in state. The Governor replied 
that he did not remember any precedent, and asked 
him whether he could recall one. He answered that 
he could not. The Governor then turned to me, and 
said: “ Eangappa, do you know of any?” I told 
him that it was customary for Europeans to go out 
to receive Tmam Sahib, only on his first arrival ; but 
that on subsequent occasions, as for instance, when 
he was to be conducted from his lodgings to the 
Governor’s house, as at present, only Kanakarfiya 
Mudali, Muttaiya Pillai, and four or five other 
natives, were deputed for the purpose. He was of my 
opinion ; but Kanakarfiya Mudali suggested that we 
might be mistaken. The Governor thereupon sent 
M. Boyelleau to bring the records containing the 
details of Imam Sahib’s visit last year, and examined 
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them. The procedai’e followed on that occasion was 
as I had stated. The Governor thereupon issued the 
necessary orders, and Kanakaraya Mudali, Muttaiya 
Pillai, and Seshachala Chetti, proceeded, with music, 
to Imam Sahib’s lodgings. He arrived at the Gov- 
ernment-house at 9. The drums were not beaten 
as he and his party passed between the lines of 
soldiers. They were only when the Governor, 
after taking a few steps, reached the landing, to 
receive him. When the two met, seventeen guns 
were fired from the fort. The Governor and Imam 
Sahib next walked to the dais erected at the eastern 
side of the central hall, and seated themselves. 
Imdm Sahib’s attendants, including his body-guard, 
as well as the Deputy Governor and others, sat on 
chairs arranged in two rows. With Kanakaraya 
Mudali acting as interpreter, the Governor and Imam 
Sahib conversed regarding the welfare of the Nawab, 
and various political matters. Then they rose to 
speak on certain private affairs, and ... * 

S'lti'nla;/, 20th Febrnar;/ 171+0, nr 12th Musi of 
Sri llidrti . — Chevalier Dumas received this evening, 
a letter from M. Martin ville, from BiRsorah. This 
came overland, by way of Tellicherry and Mahe, 
along with others from France which were addressed 
to the Governor by his friends there, last A n i or 
Adi | July or August], and were conveyed by land to 
Bussorah. 


Blank in *he original. 
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Sumlay, 21st February 1740, or 13th J LUi <>f Sid- 
< Ihdrti . — The Governor communicated to the Deputy 
Governor and two or three other Europeans who 
Were with him this day the following as being the 
contents of the letters which he had received. A 
war broke out six years ago between the King of 
France, and the Emperor of Austria. The fighting 
continued for two or three years. Negotiations were 
then entered into, and the result was made known 
only hi 1739 to all the Powers of Europe. By this 
treaty, the King of France, the King of Spain, the 
Emperor, and the Duke of Savoy, bound themselves 
to bo at peace with each other, and the King of 
France ceded to the Emperor the territories which 
he had taken from the latter, receiving in exchange 
for 12,000,000 livres, the large principalities of 
Parma and Piacenza. The four Powers which 
entered into this treaty are now on very good terms 
with each other, and it seems that they are about 
to enter upon war with England. The cause of the 
present breaking out of hostilities between France 
and England would appear to be this. In 1713, 
a treaty was concluded by Louis XIA7, the King 
of France, rendering peace incumbent on all the 
Powers of Europe. The King of Spain, however, 
who had been dispossessed of Port Mahon and 
Gibraltar by the English, at first would not accede 
to the terms laid down. But the King of France 
succeeded in inducing him to forego ail animosities 
with England, and undertook that he would recover 
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those places from the English. The King of Spain, 
who was the grandson of Louis XIV., at last 
assented. Before, however, Louis XIV. could opeu 
negotiations with England for the restoration of Port 
Mahon and Gibraltar to Spain, he died. Twenty- 
seven years have elapsed since then, and Spain has 
not regained her lost possessions ; it is rumoured in 
Europe that hostilities having in view the recovery 
of these will soon commence ... * 

Thursday, kill + March 171+0, or 21+th Mad of Sid- 
dhdrti . — The following noteworthy event occurred. 
The younger brother of the oil-monger Solaiyappan, 
residing at Tambi Reddi palaiyam, has a son twelve 
or thirteen years old. The Christian Reddies of the 
place converted him ; and he was baptized in the 
church of St. Paul, and kept within the premises. 
The parents of the hoy, who had made all possible 
search for him throughout the town, found him this 
morning, standing in the doorway of that building. 

Monday, 15tli + March 17 40, or 5th Panguni of 
Siddhdrti . — My sloop Auandagurari was made ready 
to-day to proceed to Colombo, laden with the goods 
mentioned below . . . * 

Tuesday, 16th § March 171+0, or 6th Panguni of 
Siddhdrti . — This afternoon at 4, M. Loliere, the 
priest of the church opposite to my house, who has 


* Blank in the original. 

t Sic in original. But the correct date is 3rd. 
t Sic in original. But the correct date is 14th. 
§ Sic in original. But the correct date is 15th. 
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been appointed to the bishopric of Siam, repaired Chap v . 
to St. Thomas’ Mount, in the district of Mylapore, 
in view to being invested with the office of Bishop. 

He there ... * 

Monday, 29th f March 17 h-0, or 19th Pang uni He returns. 
of Siddfidrti. — The priest, M. Loliere, returned this 
afternoon, at half-past 4. 

Wednesday, 31st J March 17h0, or 21st Pang uni Return of 

, , Sinappai- 

of Siddfidrti. — This day at 10 in the morning, clerk 
Sinappaiyan, who went to Tan j ore some six months ents for 

Governor. 

ago, arrived at Pondichery, and brought with him 
from Pratap Sing the Raja of Tanjore, and from 
Sa’id [ Kh an], presents to the Governor. These 
were left outside the town. Taking with them 
the palanquin of the Governor, and his flag, M. 
Dulaurens, M. . . .,* Kanakaraya Mudali, Mut- 
taiya Pillai, and Seshachala Chetti, went out with 
music, placed the gifts in the palanquin, and brought Reception 
them, with much ceremony, before the Governor. 

Saturday, 9th Apnt 17 k-0, or 1st Chittirai of contracts 

* •'for goods by 

Raudri. — At about 9, the usual contract was allotted oTowcoL 
to the merchants of the old Company for 3,50,000 P ‘ m> ‘ 
pagodas. They were given presents, and a salute 
of thirteen guns was fired. 

Monday, 11th April 17 k0, or 3rd Chittirai Arrival of 

St. Gevan, 

of Raudri.— This morning at 9, the St. Gcran, 


* Blank in the original. 

t Sic in original. Bnt the correct date is 28th, 
+ Sic in original. Bnt the correct date is 30th. 
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from France, entered the roads, and fired . . . * 

guns. The name of the captain is . . .* 

This afternoon at about o. a ship from Manilla, 
captain, . . ., * arrived, under a salute of 

. . . * guns. She had the following on board : 
nineteen horses ... * 

Frill'll/, 22 id -I pril 1750, or 15th C hittimi of 
Rnudri. — -The ship Chimin Smtgurdm, captain M. 
Desjardins, set sail for Manilla to-day. 

This morning, Hasan ’Ali Kh an sent four jewel- 
led ornaments from Tiruviti, as presents to the 
Governor. My agent, Baloji Pandit, accompanied 
them. Kanakaraya Mudali, Muttaiya Pillai, S£sha- 
chala Chetti, and the members of Council, went out 
with music, placed the presents in a palanquin, and 
brought them to the Governor. ... * o-uns were 
fired. 

This evening, the son of Taqi Sahib arrived. 
Sundar, 15th Mag 1750, nr 6th Vaujnxi if Raw- 
dri . — A force of Mahratta cavalry, 40,000 or 50,000 
strong— so it appears — advanced upon Kandanur, 
and after levying from the inhabitants black-mail 
to the extent of 60,000 or 70,000 rupees, marched 
against Cuddapah, where a day’s fighting ensued 
between it and a body of cavalry led by ’Abd-un- 
Nabi Khan. In this engagement, ’Abd-un-Nabi Khun 
fared ill; and he sent away his family for safety 
to the fort of Gendi, built on an island midstream 


* Blank in the original. 
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iu. the Northern Pennar. It now appears that the Chap. v. 
Mahrattas are moving in the direction of the pass, mo. 
in view to descend into the plains, but Nawab Dost moutiuents. 
’All Khan, Hasan ’All, Siddi Zuhfir, and Mir Asad, 
are marching with all their foot and horse, to oppose 
the further passage of the enemy. The foregoing 
intelligence from the westward was received by me 

A 

from Adi Ananta Chetti, whose letter, written on 
palmyra leaf, was dated the night of the previous 
Friday, 4th Yaigasi f 13th May] . News to the same Groat™, 
effect was also despatched by Imam Sahib to the 1 ’° lulicht ' r y- 
Governor of Pomlichery, and the whole town is 
much excited thereby. I received also letters from 
the commandants of the forts, and other respectable 
inhabitants of Gingee, Valikondapuram, and Wandi- i*tte™ 

^ ' ' 1 retarding 

wash. The writers of these spoke in harrowing terms ml‘S ot 
of the depredations of the Mahrattas, and entreated 
that accommodation might be prepared in Pondi- 
chery for them, their wives, and children. I sent 
Rayal Aiyan, with an escort of two of the Company’s 
sepoys — whom I had obtained by the permission 
of the Governor — and five or six of my own men, maiist 

. c sends for 

to Arcot, to bring away my broad-cloths and other ^ t is ^ t s 
goods. 

AInndai/, 16th ,1 fa;/ 17+0, ur 7th Vaiijthi, of itandri. Gist.- people 

1 crowd into 

— The Brahmans, KOmuttis * and Tattuvadisf who 
flocked into Pondichery from morning 1 until evening ett ‘ 

• O O 


* This caste claims to he of pnre Vaisya descent. The profession ol' 
the members of it is trade. 

f Called also mark-bearing Brahmans. Their title is Pandit or Rao. 
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of this day, from Arcot, Vellore, AVandiwash, and 
other places, might exceed 1,000 in number. Vellai 
Chetti, the agent of Adi Ananta Chetti, arrived with 
my broad- cloths and other goods. He said that it 
was reported that the Nizam had sent forward a body 
of 40,000 or 50,000 cavalry, and that his son was 
following with 20,000 more horsemen; that the 
advanced force of cavalry had approached the pass ; 
that the Mahrattas had had an engagement with 
the sons of ’Abd-un-Nabi K han in the defile, and 
had defeated them; that ’Abd-un-Nabi Khan had 
made his peace with the marauders, by giving them 
a lakh and-a-half of rupees and other presents ; that 
their further advance in this direction was certain ; 
and that Hasan ’All Khan and Taqx Sahib were 
vigilantly guarding the pass, with 2,000 mounted 
men. 

Tuesday, 17th May 17 k-0, or 8th Vaigdsi of Raudri. 
— News arrived this day that Safdar ’All Khan, with 
2,000 cavalry, was marching from the south towards 
Arcot, and that he would thence move on to the 
pass. People came in crowds to take refuge in 
Pondichery. Letters from Madras stated that many 
had already fled there, with much treasure. 

Wednesday, 18th May 17 k0, or 9th Vaigdsi of 
Raudri. — There was a talk amongst the Europeans 
that the Mahrattas were near at hand, and that 
their depredations would be widespread. People 
continued to flock in large numbers to Pondi- 
chery. ChandS Sahib left Trichinopoly, with 2,000 
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horsemen, and from Otatfir, sent a letter to the Cn «\ v. 
Governor. In this he stated that His Highness the mo. 

, Chum la 

Nawab Safdar ’All Khan, and Hasan ’All Khan, had to 
sent him a message inviting his co-operation, and ItTuiels 
that he was marching to unite his iorces with theirs 
in defending the pass against the Mahrattas, although 
their appearance on this side of it was improbable. 

Thursday, 19th May 1 71+0, to Monday, 23rd May 
171+0, or 10th to 11+th Vaiydsi of Ravdri. — About fU!titivt ' s - 
2,000 or 3,000 people came to Pondichery, with all 
their valuables. 

Tuesday, 21+th May 171+0, or 15th Vaiydsi of Ran- News from 

J ^ Areot and 

dri. — This morning at about S, letters were brought 
to the fort by messengers from Arcot and Vellore. f ' k>0 " 13 ' 

In reply to inquiries, they said that the existing 
outlook was exceedingly gloomy ; that many influ- 
ential persons had fallen ; and that the Mahrattas 
had succeeded in forcing their way through the Mahrattas 
pass. At 10, a Council was held to decide what forced the 

r passes, 

steps should be taken, and 200 French soldiers were 
sent to guard all the entrances to the town. The 
gates were all shut, with the exception of the wicket Pl . t . cautions 
in the western one, through which, alone, people attack ut 
were allowed to pass in or out. In the evening, 

Papal Aiyan arrived from Arcot. He reported that 
. * 

Wednesday, 25th May 171+0, or 16th V ai Q aS l Arrival of 

■ mi - o r * wife of 

of Raudn. — The wife of Imam Sahib arrived this 


# Blank in the original. 
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morning at 10, from Alambarai. In her train were 
two or three palanquins, ten or fifteen horses, and 
seven or eight carriages. One or two Councillors, 
attended by Kanakaraya Mudali, Muttaiya Pillai, 
and four or five others, went with tom-toms and 
cymbals, to receive her. When the party reached 
the gate, fifteen guns were fired ; and when Imam 
Sahib’s wife arrived at the lodgings prepared for her 
in Sunguvar’s counting-house, another salute was 
discharged from the fort. She at once proceeded 
to her apartment, and lay down on a couch. There 
was a lighted hookah * by the bedside, and her 
robes accidentally catching fire, were soon in a 
blaze. The endea v ours made to extinguish the flames 
were useless, and the lady was terribly burnt. 
The surgeon was then sent for, and he attended 
to her. 

Thursday, 26th May 17 k0, or 17th Vaigdsi of 
Raudri . — The wife of NawSb Dost ’All Khan came 
at 11 this forenoon, to Pondichery, from the fort at 
Wandiwash. Her following consisted of ten or 
fifteen carriages, three or four palanquins, twenty 
or thirty horses, four or five elephants, and ten or 
twelve camels. She was escorted by a body of 100 
soldiers. A party went out to welcome her. When 
she reached the gate of the town, twenty-one guns 


* The Indian pipe nsed for smoking a mixture of tobacco and other 
ingredients, through water. The common existing form is tho “ hubble 
bubble,” 
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were fired ; and a similar salute was discharged from chap. v. 
the fort when the lady arrived at the Governor’s mo. 
garden, where her camp was pitched. 

Thursday,* 3rd June 171+0, or 21+tit I aUjdiil <>t Depth of 

J " 1 wife of 

Raudri. — The wife of Imam Sahib, who had been 
severely burnt, died at 10 this morning, notwith- 
standing every possible measure to relieve her suffer- 
ings. The colours on the flags tali' were lowered 
all day, and guns were fired at long intervals Marks of 

1/70 ° respect 

at the rate of eight an hour. At 5 in the evening, s,ho "’ n - 
her corpse was put into a coffin, and conveyed to fiercorpse 
Alambarai, where I mam Sahib was. The hearse husbimd - 
moved through the northern gate, and the firing of 
guns was continued until the procession had passed 
the boundary hedge. 

Wednesday, 6th July 171+0. or 26th Ani of Raudri. Amvaiof 
— At 6 in the evening, the consort of Nawab Safdar satdMAii 
’All Khan and his three sisters ; namely, the wife of 
Mir Akbar, the wife of the Diwan t Sdhib, and the 
wife of . . . ; + the sister of Nawab Dost ’All 

Kh an ; the son of Nawab Safdar ’Ali Khan, an infant 
aged 2 1 years ; and the son of Polfir Muhammad 
’All arrived from the fort at Vellore. They were 
attended by a few men of rank, and were escorted 
by 500 soldiers. There were in their train 300 
horses, ten elephants, twenty or thirty camels, and 


* Sic in original: evidently an error for 2nd. 

t This was Mir Asad, who succeeded Chanda Sahib when he had 
become master of Trichinopoly. 

X Blank in the original. 
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thirty or thirty-five carriages. The party which 
issued from Pondichery to welcome them consisted 
of a Councillor, Kanakaniya Mudali, Muttaiya Pillai, 
and a few others. It went out with tom-toms, horns, 
and drums, as far as the boundary hedge. In the 
meantime, every gate of the town was shut ; with the 
exception of the Villianallur, where two companies, 
of 1 00 soldiers each, were placed in a double rank on 
either side. The Governor and the Councillors were 
waiting at the gate to receive the visitors. When 
these reached it, drums were beaten, and twenty-one 
guns were discharged from the ramparts. They then 
repaired to the apartments provided for them in the 
house of Muttaiya Pillai, and on their arrival there, 
a salute of twenty-one guns was fired from the fort. 
The ladies afterwards visited the widow of Nawab 
D6st ’All Khan, in the Governor’s garden ; and all 
the females there assembled cried, and wailed aloud 
for a considerable time. 

Thursday, 7th July 17k0, or 27th Ani of Raudn. 
— This morning at 10, gifts sent by Kawab * Safdar 
’Ali Khan from Vellore, were brought to the Gov- 
ernor. M. Dulaurens, Kanakaraya Mudali, Sesha- 
chala Chetti, and Muttaiya Pillai, went out with 
music, to meet the bearers of these. When the 
presents, borne in a palanquin, reached the gate of 
the town, a salute of fifteen guns was fired. When 


* He succeeded Nawab Dost ’Ali, whose death is mentioned at page 

126 . 
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they were taken to the Governor’s house, another 
of fifteen guns was fired from the fort. They were 
thereupon laid before the Governor, to whom was 
also presented a letter from Nawab Safdar ’All Kh an. 
Grhulam Husain Khan, who came in charge of the 
gifts, was invited to be seated ; and the Governor 
then examined them. They consisted of two satin 
cloths interwoven with gold, a roll of net embroidered 
with flowers, a silk turban, a waist-belt, a girdle set 
with twelve diamonds, and an ornament, called a 
forty,* embossed with twenty-four diamonds, twenty- 
seven pearls, a large emerald, and two big rubies. 
This was, moreover, inlaid on the sides with two rows 
of small rubies, and from the bent top was suspended 
a very large pearl. The value of the jewels was 
estimated at ... f pagodas. The letter which 
accompanied the gifts was next read. Its con- 
tents were : “ On this occasion you have saved us ; 
what recompense is there then in our power to offer 
you ? During the lifetime of the former Is aw fib, and 
after his death, friendship has existed between you 
and us ; let us continue to be brothers. We will do 
whatever you may desire of us. Nawab D6st ’Ali 
Khan went out to oppose the passage of the Mah- 
rattas through the pass. With his artillery and 
troops, he took possession of the heights ; and awaited 
attack. The Mahrattas, making a movement to the 
rear, surrounded the position, and began to harass 
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the Nawab’s forces. He had. previously written to 
all of us to march with our troops to the pass. I 
had reached the Pennar, but the other chieftains 
had not left Arcot. In the meantime, the N aw fib, 
with eighty horsemen, fell into the hands of the 
Mahrattas, and died fighting. Such was the will 
of God ! I thereafter sent away my cavalry in 
detachments, to strengthen the garrisons of various 
forts, and went in person to that at Vellore. I sum- 
moned Chandd Sahib, and was making preparations 
for a campaign. Nasir Jang had, in the meanwhile, 
made terms, and effected peace. There, matters rest 
at present.” Having read this letter, the Governor 
spoke in the following complimentary terms to 
Ghulam Husain Khan, who had brought it and the 
presents : “ This is your house ; this is your town ; 
why then should you hesitate to sojourn in your own 
dwelling ? ” Ghulam Husain Khan, after being dis- 
missed by the Governor, walked between the two 
ranks of soldiers stationed outside the gate of the 
Governor’s residence, and whilst the drums were 
being beaten, got into his palanquin, and proceeded 
to his lodgings. The gifts which were made to 
Kauakaraya Mudali consisted of a silk turban, a silk 
cloth, and a girdle. 

Friday, 8 th July 1 71+0, or 28th Ani of Raadri . — • 
The wife of Chanda Sahib arrived this day at 11, from 
Trichinopoly. There came in her train . . . * 


* Blank in the original. 
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Thursday , 21st July 17 kO, or 10th Adi of Raudri. 
— At 10 this morning the ship, . . . * captain 

. . .* arrived from Mascareigne. The intelli- 

gence received by her is that two vessels have 
arrived there from France, and that, according to the 
information furnished by them, M. Dirois has been 
appointed Director of Chandernagore,and M. Dupleix 
Governor here ; and that M. Dumas is to return to 
France. The captain has told some that a despatch 
to this effect was brought by the ships. 

Sunday, 2kth July 17 k0, or 13th. Adi of Raudri . — 
This morning at 10, one of the two French vessels 
which had touched at Mascareigne reached the 
anchorage, announcing her arrival by firing fifteen 
guns. She is the Fulvy, and is commanded by 
M. de St. Georges. The news brought by her is 
that M. Dirois, the Administrator of Mahe, has been 
appointed to the Directorship of Chandernagore ; 
that M. Dupleix, at present the Directorof that place, 
has been posted to Pondichery as Governor ; and 
that the Governor now here, Chevalier Benoit 
Dumas, will return home. It is reported that a 
despatch sanctioning the foregoing arrangements 
has been received by this ship. It is also said that 
M. Dulaurens has been appointed to Mahe in the 
room of M. Dirois. 

I paid a visit this evening, to the Governor, and 
he then inquired of me what the rumours in the 
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Ohap. v, town were. I answered : “ Sir, they say that you 
1740. are returning to France, and that M. Dupleix will 
succeed you as Governor of Pondichery.” He 
go™ then showed me a letter addressed to him by the 
letter from King’s Minister. M. Orry, and also another from 

M.Orry e . . . 

one from te fh e Company, written to him privately ; and bade me 
Contents read them. The contents were as follows : — You 

of these. # 

have reported to us, three or four times, that the 
country in which you at present are did not agree 
with you, and you earnestly expressed your desire to 
return home. The King and the Company highly 
appreciate the great devotion and zeal which have 
characterised your service, and have conduced to 
the success of our affairs in many ways. We 
Co mm is- enclose two commissions — one transferring M. 

sions 

Dirois from Mahfi to Chandernagore, and the other 
Dirois posting M. Dupleix from there to Pondichery. 

enclosed. *■ ° r J 

You can, of course, continue in your present ap- 
pointment as long as you think fit ; but whenever 
you wish to retire — be it later on or at once — please 
cause the arrangements mentioned to be carried 
out before you leave.” There were also some other 
eulogistic references to his valuable services. After 
Governor I had finished reading the letters, the Governor 
mentis* 1 *'* addressed me thu3 : “Well! Have you noticed 
optional! the terms of the despatch, which leave the matter 
entirely to my option ? I am master, and can do 
as I choose. You need, therefore, have no anxiety.” 
He spoke these words in a gracious tone. I then 
said : “ But, sir, I am in the dark as to, what your 
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intentions are ; pray, enlighten me.” He replied: 
“ I have not yet arrived at any decision. I must 
consider the matter further. I will let you know, 
when I make up my mind as to what I shall do.” 
I then took leave of him, and came away. 

Wednesday, 24th August 1740, or 12th Aoani of 
Raudri . — This being the birthday of the King, fes- 
tivities are general to-night. 

Saturday, 27th August 1740, or 15th Avani of 
Raudri . — This evening at 5, Khan BaMdur * sent 
word to the Governor of his arrival at Nallatambi 
Pillai’s garden-house, beyond the town-gate. But 
the Governor being then out for a drive, had had no 
previous intimation of his coming ; and learnt the 
news only when he returned, at 6 o’clock. Permis- 
sion was then accorded for the admission of the visitor 
into the city. No guns were fired on this occasion. 

Sunday, 28th August 1740, or 16th Avani of 
Raudri . — Khan Bahadur paid a visit to the Governor 
this morning at 10, when a salute of twenty-one 
guns was fired. 

Wednesday, 30th f Avgust, 1740, or 19th Avani 
of Raudn . — This morning at 6, I set out for Porto 
Novo, in view to load the French ship . . . J 
bound for Acheen, with bales of piece-goods. 

Thursday, 1st September 1740, or 20th Avani of 
Raudri . — This evening at 5, in anticipation of the 


* This was the son-in-law of Chanda Sahib, 
f Sic in original Bat the correct date is 3 1st.. 
X This is blank in the original. 
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arrival of Nawab Safdar ’Ali Kh an, accompanied 
by ChandS Sahib, Taqi Sahib, and other persons of 
rank, the western gate of the city was decorated, 
and a pavilion was erected to the north of it. The 
road np to the bazaar street was lined, on either 
side, by troops. In the pavilion stood the wives 
of the officials, and other European ladies. In a 
tent pitched hard by, which was furnished with 
chairs for the gentlefolk, the Governor, the members 
of Council, and others, were seated. The Deputy 
Governor, at the head of a detachment of fifty 
soldiers, with flags, pipes, drums, cornets, tom-toms, 
cymbals, and dancing women - Kanakaraya Mudali 
and Muttaiya Pillai being of the party— marched out 
in imposing array as far as the boundary hedge, and 
met the visitors. The latter were escorted to the 
tent pitched near the gate, where the Governor, ad- 
vancing a few paces to receive the Nawhb, embraced 
him. As soon as they had taken their seats, a 
salute of twenty-one guns was fired from the ram- 
parts. They conversed together for a while, and 
rose, when the salute was repeated. Then all 
entered their palanquins, and passed through the 
gate into the town, in the following order ; first 
the Nawab, then the Governor, then Chanda Sahib, 
and after him others. Drums were beaten as they 
moved along between the ranks of soldiers. Con- 
ducted magnificently in this order, they arrived at 
the Governor’s garden-house, where the widow of 
Nawab D6st ’All Kh an was lodged. The Nawab 



STATE ENTRY OF NAWAB SAFDAR ’All KH AN. 131 


alighted here ; on which a salute of twenty-one 
guns was fired from the fort. The Governor, who 
had accompanied him so far, then took leave, and 
repaired to his own residence. The following 
were the personages who came with Nawab Safdar 
’All Khan : viz., Chanda Sahib, Taqi Sahib, Pol fir 
Muhammad ’All, Mahmud Tahir’s son named 
Husain Sahib, Saiyid ’All Kh an. Murtaza ’All KMn, 
the son of Vellore Baqar ’All KMn, the nephew 
of Chanda Sahib named Sharif Sahib, a number 
of military ofiicers, and the treasury accountants 
K anukoyi Krishna ji Pandit, Appaji Pandit, Nara- 
sanna Pandit, and Sambu Das Sankarapfirik’s son. 

Sunday, hth September 17 kO, nr 23rd Avani of 
Eandri . — At about 4 this afternoon, the Deputy 
Governor, accompanied by KanakarSya Mudali, 
Muttaiya Pillai, and a few Europeans, with flags, 
horns, drums, tom-toms, cymbals, and dancing 
women, proceeded to the Governor’s garden-house, 
where Nawab Safdar ’All Khan had taken up his 
abode, to escort him to the Governor, in view to 
his paying a visit. He accordingly set out with 
them, and when they approached the corner of the 
street in which Muttaiya Pillai resides, they stopped 
their palanquins, and invited Chanda Sahib, who 
was accommodated in a building hard by, to join 
them. But he declined to do so ; ostensibly on 
the plea of illness, but in reality not desiring to go 
under the wing of another, and wishing to be dealt 
with independently, and with due honours. The 
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procession waited until it was apprised of his reply, 
and then moved on. After 2 o’clock this afternoon, 
the gates of the city were closed, and all the soldiers 
were assembled and marshalled opposite to the Gov- 
ernor’s house. They had in readiness with them 
ten brass guns. The Nawab’s approach, from the 
bridge near the Engineer’s tank up to the Governor’s 
house, was honoured by the firing of twenty-one 
guns. Drums were also beaten. Then . . . * 

Manila;/, 5tli September 1740, or 24th Avani of 
Randri. — Taqi Sahib, on account of some misunder- 
standing with Nawab Safdar ’Ali Khan and the 
widow of Nawab Dost ’All Khan, left Pondichery 
for the fort at Wandiwash. Twenty-one guns 
were fired when he issued from the VazhudSvftr 
gate. 

Tuesday, 6th September 1740, or 25th Avani of 
Randri. — This afternoon at 2, the Governor, accom- 
panied by . . . ,* paid a return visit to Nawsfb 

Safdar ’Ali Khan, at his residence. 

At 4, Khan RahMur, Chanda SShib’s son, Taqi 
Sahib’s son, and a few others, went to visit a ship 
in the roads. As soon as they reached her, she 
fired twenty-one guns, and these were returned by 
each of the other ships lying in the anchorage. 
When they disembarked, there was a similar salute. 

Husain Sahib made a present of an elephant 
and a dress of honour to the Governor. When they 


Blank in the original. 
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reached the Governor’s house, twenty-one guns were Chap. v. 
discharged from the fort. 17J0. 

Thursday, 8th September 17 hO, <>r 27th Irani of j^, d “ isits 
Raudri. — To-day at 11, Chanda Sahib visited the Go ' er,,or - 
Governor. The honours accorded to him were as 
follows : — . . • * 

Friday, 9th September 17 hO, or 28th A rani of vw. 
Raudri. — This morning at 7, the Governor paid a 
return visit to Chanda SShib. He went in company 
with ... * 

Saturday , 10th September I7k0, or 29th Avani. of safdar ah 

• 1 Klian and 

Raudri. — At 7 this morning, Nawab Safdar 
Khan. Chandd Sahib, and other noblemen, went 
to see the fort. As they entered, they received 
a salute of twenty-one guns. On their return 
after having examined it, the number of guns fired 
was . . . * 

Saturday, [_17th] September 17 k-0, or 5th Puiat- 
tdsi of Raudri. — Nawab Safdar ’All Khan, Chanda 
S&hib, and others, including the treasury account- 
ants, having arranged to leave for Gingee this 
morning at 10, caused their intended departure to be 
proclaimed during the third and fourth watches last 
night by the beating of big drums. Consequently, 
at 7, the Governor, with the other members of Governor 

and Coun- 

Council, proceeded to the residence of the Nawab 
in their palanquins, escorted by a detachment of 
fifty soldiers marching in review order. They paid 
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him a visit, conversed for a while, and then bidding 
him farewell, took their departure. The Nawab 
and his men started on their journey at about 10, 
after they had taken their meals. When they 
left, ... * guns were fired from the ramparts. 

This morning at half -past 8, I arrived at 
Pondichery from Porto Novo. 

Nawab Safdar ’All Khan and Chanda Sahib, who 
at first intended to go to Gingee, altered their plans, 
and proceeded to Arcot, whence Chanda Sahib, with 
the permission of the Nawfib, conducted his forces 
to the fort at Triehinopoly. 

The Mahrattas remained quiet during the months 
of Arppisi and Karttigai [October and November], 
and pretended to be making terms with Nawab 
Safdar ’All Sahib for the payment of tribute. They 
then gave out that they were preparing for a battle 
with Chanda Sahib at Triehinopoly, but they were 
in reality making preparations for a swoop on Tiru- 
vanaamalai,t during the Karttigai j festival. 

The Mahrattas, consisting of 5,000 horsemen, 
then marched, during the Karttigai festival, under 
the command of Fattoh Sing, to Tiruvannamalai, and 
raided the surrounding country. They afterwards 
dispersed in small detachments of from fifty to 
100 horsemen, and began plundering Vellimedu, 
Tindivanam, Kalasapakkam, and other places. 


* Blank in the original. 

t A famous hill in the district of South Arcot, sacred to Sira. 

} The day of the full moon in the eighth month of the Hindu year. 



MAHRATTAS UTTERLY ROUT G SUL Ail IIUSAIN. 135 


News of this pillaging was constantly brought by 
the inhabitants, who fled from their homes. The 
number of persons who took refuge in Cuddalore 
was very great. 

[Tuesday, 13th December 17 hO, or] 2nd Mdrgazhi 
of Raudri. — Nawab Safdar ’All Khan sent a detach- 
ment of 2,000 horse, under the command of Mir 
Ghulam Husain, to attack the Mahrattas. The 
latest intelligence is that this force arrived at 
Tiruvottiyur, and marching from that place, halted 
at Mangalam, near Tiruvannamalai, opposite the 
Mahratta encampment. 

Thursday, [15th December 17 kO, or] kth [Mdrgazhi 
of Raudri]. — The wife of the Nawab sent from this 
a lakh or a lakh and-a-half of pagodas to Nawab 
Safdar ’All KM n. at Arcot. The Mahrattas, who 
received intelligence that the treasure had arrived 
at the Chetpattu fort, suddenly fell one night on Mir 
Gh ulam Husain’s camp, totally routed his forces, 
captured some of his horses, and marching against 
the fort, surrounded it. 

The investing force sent out detachments, to 
raid places adjoining Gingee. Tayaniir, Malayanur, 
Peddapettai, Kalasapakkarn, and Tindivanam, were 
plundered, and the people fled in all directions. 

Saturday, [17th December 17 kO, or] 6th [Mdrgazhi 
of Raudri], — -The Mahrattas pillaged the country 
around Karadi, Kalladavi, and Palakollai, some 
seven miles to the west of V enkatarnmalpcttai. The 
people from all the surrounding country, and even 
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from Panruti and Tiruviti, left their homes, and 
escaped to Cuddalore. This news was conveyed in 
a letter to the amaldar of Porto Novo, and all the 
inhabitants of that place at once fled with their 
children to Cuddalore. For a week, nothing was 
known of the movements of the Mahrattas, and no 
accounts of their depredations arrived. The people 
of Porto Novo, who had betaken themselves to 
Cuddalore, thereupon took courage, and commenced, 
in small numbers, to return to their homes, and to 
engage in their usual occupations. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

FROM DECEMBER 25™, n//J, TO APRIL U™, 2741. 

Imposition of income-tax on merchants — List of those taxed — Peon sent 
to Porto Novo - Witnesses capture of fort bv Mahrattas — News com- 
municated to Governor — Preparations for defence at Pondiehery — 
Adventures of a scout sent to watch Mahrattas — They are lepulsed at 
Babur — Movements and depredations of Mahrattas — Small force sent 
to meet them — This returns — Capture and sack of Negapatam — 
Europeans subsequently released — Value of the plunder — Arrival of 
Comte de Toulouse — Her cargo — Arrival of ship from Pegu, and 
another from Mergui — Arrivals of Penthievie and of ship carrying 
property of Imam Sahib — Ghutam Husain and Khan Bahadur arrive 
— Former visits Governor — Widow of Nawab and other ladies depart 
for Vellore — Meeting of Europeans at house of Deputy Governor 
— Letters to Governor from Raghbji Bhdnsla, chief of the Mahrat- 
tas — Vital Pandit and son imprisoned — Seizure of papers of former 
— Precautions taken against attack at Pondiehery — Diarist leaves the 
town for a festival— News of movements and depredations of Mahiat- 
tas — Diarist thereupon returns — Mahrattas plunder Sadras — Repulsed 
from the fort — Rumour of contemplated flight of Safdar ’Ali Ivhan 
from Arcot — Presents for Governor from Raja of Tanjore —Employ- 
ment of labourers on piivate woik prohibited — Selling prices of 
tobacco fixed— M. Signard embarks for Mahe— Proclamation forbidding 
sale of intoxicating liquors — Letter to Governor from Raghoji Bhonsla 
— Punishment of certain parties for disobedience of notice touching 
employ inert of labourers — Order issued by Supreme Council regard- 
ing use of liquor of any kind — Particulars of this — —Mode of 
publication — Letter and presents to Governor from Raja of Cochin — 
Letter for Governor from Mahratta camp — State of affairs at Trichi- 
nopoly owing to investment by Mahrattas — Chanda Sahib appeals to 
Safdar ’All Khan for help — Large sum subscribed by friends to buy off 
Mahrattas — This tendered, but declined — Arrival of Polflr Muhammad 
’All and others — Apparent object of their visit — Arrival of ship 
from Macao — Letter from agent of French at Mahratta camp to 
Governor — Details of operations of Bade Sahib for relief of Trichi- 
nopoly — He totally' routed before that place, after defeating Mahrattas 
at Dindigul — Alleged to have fallen — Grief of relatives at Pondiehery 
— Death of Bade Sahib contradicted— Lascar murders his wife — 
Letter from agent of French at Mahratta camp, and Italian physi- 
cian of Chanda Sahib — Triehinopoly captured by Mahrattas — Chanda 
Sahib made prisoner —Great sorrow on receipt of news — Letter to 
Governor from Safdar 'Alt Khan — Arrival of Chinna Sungttrdm — 

18 
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Governor sends letter to Raghoji Bhonsla — Husain Tahir presents a 

palanquin to Kanakaraya Mudali — -Arrival of Khan Bahadur and 

Hakim Sahib. 

Thursday, [22nd December 17k0, or] * 12th Mar- 
gash i of Baudri . — An unprecedented injustice lias 
been perpetrated in Pondichery. Kanakaraya Mudali, 
who now acts as dubash, suggested to the Governor 
that he could obtain much money by levying tribute 
in the shape of a tax on incomes, not only from all 
the merchants of the Company, and other wholesale 
and retail traders in the town, but also from the 
Arcot dealers, Kdmuttis, Guzeratis, and others, who 
had fled thither owing to the incursions of the Mah- 
rattas. The following list shows the names of those 
on whom this ruinous tax has been imposed, as well 
as the amounts which they have to pay : — The 
Company’s merchants, 1,000 pagodas; Seshachala 
Chetti, 500 pagodas ; Muttaiya Pillai, 300 pagodas ; 
myself, 400 pagodas ; Parasurama Pillai, 200 pagodas ; 
Bala Chetti’s agent, 300 pagodas, etc., etc. On 
Ambalava Chetti, a clotli-merchant, a tax of 61 
pagodas was assessed. He refused to pay the 
demand, and was thereupon thrown into jail, and 
forced to pay 122 pagodas, or double the amount of 
the tax originally fixed. As an example to others, 
he and two or three ocher merchants, who remained 
obdurate, were imprisoned until the taxes imposed on 
them had all been paid. 


* Sic iu original ; apparently an error for XI. 
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Sunday, [25th December 17 40, or) lhth Mdrgazhi of 
Ran dr i .— On the morning of this (lay, I sent a hired 
peon named Aiyam Perumal, to Porto Novo. He 
reached there at 4 in the afternoon. On his arrival, 
he found that it was overrun by 500 Mahratta horse- 
men, who were pillaging the houses. When he got 
as far as the place called the “ little town,” he depo- 
sited his clothes at the foot of a tree, and was proceed- 
ing towards the Dutch fort. He then observed that 
some Mahrattas had attacked it from the rear, and 
having overpowered the artillerymen, had captured 
the Dutch Deputy Governor, his wife, and children. 
He saw them at the moment when their hands had 
been bound, and they were being held captive by 
their conquerors. He fled, and met some Brahmans 
who had been wounded by the Mahrattas at the fort. 
The man passed the night under a tree, and was 
a spectator of all the outrages committed by the 
attacking party. He left Porto Novo at about a 
watch before daybreak. 

Monday, [26th December 17h0, or)15th Mdrgazhi of 
Raudri. — The peon returned to Pondichery at about 
10, and communicated to me the news recorded 
above. I immediately made it known to the Gover- 
nor, who despatched two or three peons to Porto 
Novo to gather further tidings. 

Prom 1 0 in the morning, when the peon returned 
from Porto Novo with news that it had been pillaged, 
until the evening, preparations for defence were 
being made within the town of Pondichery. The 
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people living outside the ramparts were ordered, by 
beat of tom-tom, to come into the fort ; and at G in 
the evening, all the gates were shut. 

Tuesdaii, 27th December 17 k0, or 16th Mdryazhi 
of Raudri . — The following intelligence was made 
known this morning. It seems that yesterday 
half-a-dozen Mahratta horsemen were seen to the 
west of Cuddalore, and a scout was sent thence 
to observe their movements. Before, however, he 
could start on his mission, it looked as though 
the enemy were approaching the town. Thereupon, 
two shots were fired from the ramparts of Tiruppap- 
puliyur, and they fled. The scout was soon on their 
track. He was observed, and one of the horsemen 
gave chase, and struck at him with a sword. The 
scout carried a cudgel, and aiming a blow at his 
opponent, knocked the weapon from his grasp : he 
then went to Fort St. David, and reported the whole 
affair to the Governor there, who was pleased, and 
presented him with two yards of broad-cloth, seven 
pagodas, and twenty measures of rice. A little 
later, on the same day, a party of fifty or sixty 
Mahratta horsemen was seen by the garrison of Bahfir 
hovering near that place : twenty or thirty musket 
shots fired at the horsemen put them to flight. The 
commanding officer came to Pondichery yesterday 
evening ; and it is reported that the Mahrattas 
thereupon plundered the country around Bahflr, 

At 8 this morning, people came hurrying into 
Pondichery, bearing intelligence that the Mahrattas 
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had pillaged the houses at Tennal, and that their 
cavalry had advanced as far as Yillianallfir, tlshtu 
tank, Arumpatai Pillai’s choultry, and Ozhukarai, 
ill-treating and plundering the passers by. At 9, 
the Governor sent a detachment of soldiers to Ozhu- 
karai; they being accompanied by Muttaiya Pillai, 
and fifty sepoys. The mounted men and sepoys who 
were in attendance on the Muhammadan visitors at 
Pondichery were also called out, and sent to Ozhu- 
karai. Before they could arrive there, they learnt 
that the Mahrattas had gone to Yazhudavur. They 
thereupon returned, and reached Pondichery at 4 
in the afternoon. 

The history of the Mahratta depredations, as con- 
tained in a letter written from Porto Novo, is as 
follows: — On the morning of Saturday, the 13th 
[24th December], 2,000 Mahratta horsemen started 
from Tiruvannamalai, ostensibly to go to Trichino- 
poly. They rode due south as far as Tysigadrug, 
then turned eastwards, and arrived at Yridhachalam 
in the night. The distance between Tiruvannamalai 
and Yridhachalam is fifty miles. The detour made 
by them to the south was ten miles. They thus 
rode sixty miles in one day. The next morning, they 
left Yridhachalam, and arrived at midday, at about 
eighteen Indian hours after sunrise, at Porto Novo, 
covering fifty miles, and thus completing the whole 
distance of 110 miles in a day and-a-half. The 
Mahratta freebooters occupied Chitrachavadi, about 
two miles to the west of Porto Novo, and maltreated 
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and robbed the travellers who passed that way. In 
the meantime, two peons bearing letters started 
from the Dutch factory for Negapatam. When 
they approached ChitracMvadi, they perceived the 
marauders and came running back, warning every one 
whom they met of the presence, in the vicinity, of the 
Mahratta horse. In a short time, the people flocked, 
with their movables, into the factory, from all 
quarters of Porto Novo. It was crowded; and those 
who could not find room in the buildings of the 
factory itself, ran to the native craft lying near the 
river bank, and got into them for safety. Every 
one of these was calculated to hold some forty or 
fifty persons, but this being a time of peril, between 
200 and 300 entered each, so that they grounded and 
could not be moved. Six or seven other boats, fully 
laden with cloths, were moored near the bank ; one of 
them carried bales belonging to Chakkaraiyappa 
Mudali, another those of Nachiyappa Mudali, the 
third those of Andiyappa Mudali, the fourth con- 
tained my goods, the fifth those of Kunja Pillai, and 
the remaining two had on board the stocks of retail 
merchants. The 2,000 Mahratta horsemen now hove 
in sight. Five hundred of these advanced towards 
the river bank on the southern side of the town, 
whilst 500 more moved to the northern ; and thus 
the whole 1,000 completely surrounded it as though 
in a net, and entering it from all sides, dispersed 
in small parties of three or four, pillaging every 
house. Those who remained in their dwellings were 
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beaten, and plundered of everything. Only a cubit 
length of cloth was given to them to cover their 
nakedness. Some were forced to hold the horses 
of their captors, whilst others were made to carry 
the spoils of the conquerors on their heads. In the 
meantime, the body of horse which had marched 
in the direction of the river bank caught sight of 
the boats, and forced those who had taken refuge 
in them to come out. The people were stripped, and 
robbed of everything ; some were wounded, and 
others were soundly whipped. Some threw them- 
selves into the river to make their escape, and twelve 
of these perished. The Mahrattas next hauled the 
craft which were laden with merchandise up to the 
bank, and seized their contents. Only one escaped 
their violence, and as luck would have it, it was that 
which carried my property. It was lying stranded 
a little way from the others ; consequently, the 
goods were not captured, and the men in it were left 
unmolested. The 500 horsemen next rode to the 
Dutch factory, the gates of which were shut against 
them. TV hilst this was going on, 500 of the 1,000 
mounted troops who were engaged in pillaging the 
town appeared on the northern side of the factory, 
which was now surrounded by 1,000 men. Some of 
these occupied themselves in breaking in the wicket 
of the gate, and others threw rope-ladders over the 
tops of the buildings, and succeeding in climbing up, 
lowered themselves into them. The gate was now 
forced, and the whole of the Mahratta horse rushed 
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into tie factory. Every one there was seized, and 
stripped stark naked. Some received sword-cuts, and 
others were scourged with whips. They were each 
given two cubits length of cloth, and driven out of 
the fort. Deputy Governor Astruc, his wife and three 
daughters, and seven or eight Dutchmen, were made 
prisoners. The Mahrattas left the fort with their 
captives and spoil, some of the respectable inhabit- 
ants of the place being forced to serve as carriers ; 
and at 6 in the evening they pitched their camp on 
a plain two miles outside of the town. Those who 
had been made to do duty as porters were then driven 
away, but the European captives were detained all 
night. They were released only the next morning, 
and were sent back to the factory in the custody of 
sixty horsemen. These men ransacked the place, 
and took whatever had escaped the marauders on the 
previous day. The value of the plunder of the fac- 
tory may be estimated at 1,00,000 pagodas, and that 
of the town at 50,000, giving a total spoil of 1,50,000 
pagodas. Such were the contents of the letter from 
Porto Novo. 

Friday, 30lh December 17k0, or 19th Mdrgazhi of 
Raudri . — This morning at 8, the French ship Comte 
de Toulouse, captain, ML Porte-barre, which had 
been to Manilla, reached the roadstead She has 
on board 250 Acheen horses, bales of Indian hemp, 
sulphur ... * 


* Blank in the original. 
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[Sunday, 1st January 171+1, or] 21st. Mdrgashi of 
Baudri . — This was a feast day, on account of the 
new year. 

Sunday, 8th January 171+1, or 28tli Mdrgashi 
of Randri . — A ship ... * from Pegu arrived 
this morning at 10. Her commander is M. Puel. 
Her cargo consists of four horses, ... * 

[ Monday] , 9th January 171+1, or 29th Mdrgashi of 
Baudri . — The following is the lading of a ship 
which arrived from Mergui : — ... * 

Tuesday, 10th January 171+1, or 30th Mdrgashi of 
Randri . — -The Penthiecrc, captain, M. Dubois, came 
to an anchor here at 9 this morning, announcing her 
arrival by firing twenty-one guns. The salute was 
returned by the fort. Two hundred boxes containing 
silver were landed. 

Thursday, 12tli January 171+1, or 3rd Tai of 
Randri . — This forenoon at 11, a ship carrying 
certain property and goods belonging to Imam Sahib 
put in here. He, however, is not on board. 

Saturday, ll+th January 171+1, or 5th Tai of 
Randri . — Mir Gh ulam Husain and Khan Bahadur 
arrived this evening at 5, from Arcot, in view to 
escort the undermentioned ladies to the fort at 
Yellore : viz., the widow of Nawab Dost ’Ali Khar 
the wife of Nawab Safdar ’All Khan, the widow of 
Hasan ’All KhSn, the wife of Chanda Sahib, and 
other ladies of position. A party went out to 


* Blank in the original. 
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meet them. KMn Bahadur entered the town in the 
morning and Mir Gh ulam Husain in the evening. 
The arrival of the former was honoured by a salute of 
seven guns, and that of the latter by one of nine. 

[Sunday], 15th January 1 71+1 , or 6th Tai oj 
Raudri. — This afternoon at 4, Mir Ghulam Husain 
paid a visit to the Governor. The nature of his 
reception is described below . . . * 

Monday, 16th January 17 hi, or 7th Tai of Rau- 
dri. — At noon, the widow of Nawab Dost ’All Khan, 
the wife of Nawab Safdar ’All Kh an, the widow of 
Hasan ’All Khan, and all the other ladies — with 
the exception of Chanda Sahib’s wife and the Avife 
of Bade: S&hib — accompanied by the brother-in-law 
of Naw&b Safdar ’All KM n. Pol hr Muhammad ’All’s 
son, and Mir Ghulam Husain, set out on their way 
to the fort at Vellore. It AA r as 2 o’clock when they 
passed out of the toAvn-gate. Their departure was 
announced by a salute of tAventy-one guns. 

Wednesday, 18th January 17 hi, or 9th Tai of 
Raudri. — This afternoon at about 3, there was a 
general meeting of the Europeans mentioned below, 
at the house of the Deputy Governor, in which, 
however, the Governor did not take part : the priests 
of the churches of . . . * of St. Paul, and of 

the Capuchins, the members of Council, M. Legou, 
M. Dulaurens, M. Signard, M. Boyelleau, M. Miran 
. ,* all the officers, and the sergeants. 


* Blank in the original. 
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The meeting dispersed at 6. The object of it 
was . . . * 

Friday, 20lh January 171+1, or lltli Tai of 
Randri. — This forenoon at 11, three messengers 
arrived, bearing letters to the Governor. They 
came from Raghoji Bhdnsla, the chief of the Mahrat- 
tas, who is now investing the fort at Trichino- 
poly ; and one of them was a Brahman. They deli- 
vered to the Governor two letters addressed to him ; 
and another for Vital Pandit. On receipt of these, 
the Governor summoned Vital Pandit, and asked 
him to examine them, and let him know the persons 
for whom they were intended, etc. Vital Pandit, 
after doing this, replied that one of them was written 
to the Governor by Raghoji Bhonsla, that another 
was addressed to him by his [Vital Pandit’s] son, and 
that the third was to himself from the same person. 
He then took the letter directed to him, and handed 
the other two to the Governor. There were also 
communications for delivery at Madras, Fort St. 
David, Negapatam, and Sadras ; and Vital Pandit 
interpreted to the Governor the superscription on 
each of these. Thereupon the latter, after reflect- 
ing for a while, asked the messengers whether he 
should arrange for the transmission of the letters, 
or whether they would carry them themselves. 
They replied that the orders of their master were 
that they should abide by the instructions of Vital 
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Pandit. The Governor thereupon received them all. 
The contents of those addressed to him were : — 
* 

Sunday, 22nd January 171+1, or 13th Tai of 
Raudri .— The following occurred to-day : Vital 
Pandit and his younger son were summoned to the 
fort, and confined there. A new gallows, broad 
enough to admit of two executions, was erected 
opposite to the court-house this evening at 5. 
A search was instituted in the house of Vital 
Pandit for all letters and communications written 
on palmyra leaves. Tiruvengada Pillai, Tanappa 
Mudali, aud Muttaiya Pillai, servants of the Com- 
pany, who were deputed for the work, brought away, 
for examination, all documents of this description 
to the fort, and sealed the house. 

Monday, 23rd January 171+1, or 11+th Tai of 
Raudri. — This morning at 8, a proclamation was 
made by beat of tom-tom ordaining the removal of 
houses, trees, and all obstructions, in the suburbs 
of the town outside the ramparts ; viz., in Muttiyal- 
pettai, and in the hamlets opposite to the Vazhudavur, 
Villianallur, and Cuddalore gates. The object was 
to lay bare the country around Pondichery. In 
the evening, another notification by beat of tom-tom 
was made. By it, every one residing in the town 
was commanded, on pain of fines and penalties, 
not to send out to or receive from those residing 


* 3 lank in the original. 
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outside the walls, any letters or other communica- chap. vi. 
tions, unless they had been previously submitted to, 1741. 
and the contents thereof had been inspected by, “Vhthose 
Kanakaraya Mudali. A third proclamation was made forbidden, 
at 6 in the evening, forbidding anyone to leave the 
town after 10 o’clock at night, and threatening those 
who disobeyed the order with imprisonment and fine. prohibited. 

Sunday , 29th January 17 hi, or 20th Tcti of 1 D i iarist th 
Itandri. — At 7 in the morning, Ariyappa Mudali and 
I set out for Tiruvengadapuram,* to take part in the 
fire-festival. At 2 in the afternoon, news arrived 
that a body of 1,000 Mahratta cavalry had been seen 
coming from the south ; that a detachment of thirty 
or forty horsemen had on their march entered Tirup- 
pappuliyur, and pillaged the houses there ; that at 
the Gadilam, on the road between Tiruppappuliyhr News of 
and Fort St. David, a body of Mahratta horse was 
stopping travellers, and plundering them ; that some ranis.' 1 
houses at Manjakuppam had also been raided ; that 
another body of cavalry, moving towards Sadras, 
had sacked Singarikoyil and Azhisapakkam, near 
VillianaMr, seized Tennal Krishna Reddi and a few 
others, and ill-treated them; that four or five horse- 
men had been seen near Ozhukarai; and that, on 
receipt of this news, the Governor of Pondichery had 
ordered all the gates of the town to be shut. A 


* This is usually referred to as Ranga Pillai’s Brahman village. It 
■was named after Tiruvengaija Pillai, the father of Ranga Pillai, by whom it 
was founded. It adjoined the choultry of which such frequent mention is 
made in the diary, and was destroyed by the Mysore troops in 1760, 
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Chap. vi. messenger bearing this intelligence was immediately 
despatched to me, and on receipt thereof I at once 
set out by the road passing along the sea-shore, and 
arrived at Pondichery at 5 in the evening. The 
1,000 Mahratta horsemen were reported to have 
proceeded northwards. 

Thursday , 2nd February 17 hi, or 2hth Tai of 
Raudri. — The Mahrattas who were stated to have 
gone in a northerly direction, turned back, and went 
south. On their march northwards, they went to 
Sadras, and plundered the town, but when they 
approached the Dutch fort, the 200 sepoys who 
manned the walls fired a volley at them. Shot and 
shell were also discharged from the cannon mounted 
on the walls ; and the Mahrattas were put to rout, 
with a loss of eight or ten men. On their march 
southwards, the Mahrattas pillaged the villages on 
their route, violated many women, and committed 
numerous other outrages. They then advanced on 
Manjakuppam and Tiruppappuliyur. 

Saturday, 18th February 17 hi, or 11th Mdsi 
of Raudri. —The news current this day in Pondi- 
chery is that Nawab Safdar ’All Khan is unwilling 
to stay at Arcot, and is preparing to depart for the 
fort at Gingee ; that as the Nawab himself sets the 
example of flight, others will follow him, and abandon 
Arcot; and that nothing is known of affairs at 
Trichinopoly. 

Sunday, 19th February 17 hi, or 12th Mdsi of 
Raudri. — Presents from the Rhjd of Tanjore arrived 
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at 4 in the afternoon. The individual named Katava- 
rayan, who on a former occasion visited Pondichery, 
followed in a palanquin. Accompanied by the Gov- 
ernor’s palanquin, a member of Council set out with 
Kanakaraya Mudali and SSshachala Chetti, and went 
with drums beating, and flags flying, as far as my 
garden-house, whence they escorted the bearers of 
the gifts to the town. When these were taken to 
the Governor’s house, a salute of eleven guns was 
fired from the fort. 

Tuesday, 21st February 17 hi, or lhth Mdsi of 
Raudri . — At 3 in the afternoon of this day, procla- 
mation was made in Pondichery by beat of tom-tom 
that labouring coolies should not engage in any 
private work, but should be at the disposal of the 
Company, from 5 [in the morning] ; and that those 
who worked for private individuals in the town would 
render themselves liable to fine and imprisonment. 

Wednesday, 22nd, February 17 hi, or 15th Mdsi 
of Raudri . — At 11 this morning, it was proclaimed 
by beat of tom-tom that the selling price of tobacco 
at the warehouse would be 1 fanam per ten palams,* 
and that retail dealers would sell it at the rate of 
7 pies a palam. 

' Thursday , 23rd February 17 hi, or 16th Mdsi of 
Raudri. — M. Signard embarked on board a ship for 
Mahd, as Administrator of that place. I bade him 
farewell at 7 this morning. 
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* A palam = 1*25 oz. 
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Tuesday, 27tli * * * § February 17 hi, or 21st Mdsi of 
Raudri. — It was notified by beat of tom-tom, at 5 
in the morning, that no toddy or intoxicating liquors 
of any kind should hereafter be sold, and that those 
who contravened the order would be punished with 
fine. 

At 3 this afternoon, three couriers from Raghoji 
Bhonsla, the Mahratta chieftain encamped at Triclii- 
nopoly, brought a letter to the Governor, the contents 
of which were : — . . . t 

Wednesday, 28th % February 17 hi, or 22tul Mdsi 
of Raudri. — It having been found this morning that 
a peon had employed a bricklayer and a labourer 
to work after 6 on his ground, at the building site 
allotted on the bank of the Upparu river, he and the 
workmen were imprisoned. 

To-day — Wednesday — notices were exhibited by 
order of the Council, in the fort, the court-house, and 
the church, and at the town-gates, and were to the 
following effect : “ The Supreme Council of Pondi- 
chery, acting under instructions from the King 
of France, decrees, on the 27th § February 1741, 
corresponding to the 21st Mfisi of Raudri, and makes 
it known to all the white and black population of 
Pondichery, that the consumption of intoxicating 
liquors should be discontinued, as far as possible, 


* Sic in original. But the correct date is 28th. 

+ Blank in the original. 

I Sic in original. But the correct date is 1st March. 

§ Sic in original. But the correct date is 28th. 
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during the present emergency; it being known that Chai\ vr. 
the excessive drinking of these causes many diseases mi. 
durino- the hot months of the year. Let it therefore 
be an imperative rule that any person, to whatsoever 
race he may belong, who sells or causes to be sold, 
from the 1st March to the 1st September, brandy, 
liqueurs, Batavia rum, Colombo arrack, Goa rum, Particulars 
pattai arrack,* or other spirituous liquor, or who in 
any other way acts in contravention of this order, 
shall be punished with imprisonment for a year, and 
shall also be liable to a fine of 1,000 pagodas. One 
part of the fine realized shall go to the Company, 
another to the poor-box, and the remainder to the 
person who gives information of such surreptitious 
sale. Let it not be thought that this is an idle 
command. It is intended to strictly enforce it. 

Any person, whether a Tamilian,! or a Pariah, or of Punish- 

J r % nient for 

any other class, who sells or gives spirituous liquor 
to a soldier or any other person, or who carries it 
for hire, shall, on proof thereof, be punished with 
whipping in the court-house, be branded on the right 
shoulder with the figure of a dog, and be driven beyond 
the bounds of the town. Any one who possesses 
cocoanut trees growing in a garden or the backyard 
of a house, and who sells, or causes to be sold, to any 


* Liquor made from t-oarse sugar — either cane or palm — in the manu- 
facture of which the bark of various kinds of acacias is used, with the 
double view of preventing the flavour being nauseous, and increasing the 
strength. Hence the name pattai = bark. 

f This refers to caste Hindus. 


20 
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one even the least quantity of toddy,* either in 
the garden, backyard, or any other locality, or who 
drinks or causes another to drink toddy shall be 
punished with imprisonment and fine as aforesaid. 
Toddy-drawers may convert toddy into vinegar, and 
sell it. It is further decreed by the Council that 
every person having liquors as aforesaid in his 
house, shall, within three days, repair to the office 
of registry, and sign a declaration before M. Desma- 
rets setting forth the quantity in his possession. In 
default, he shall be liable to a fine of 200 pagodas, 
and the liquors found in his possession will be 
seized, and confiscated for the use of the hospital. 
Those who sign the declaration as aforesaid, shall 
be entitled to retain possession of such quantity as 
is allowed by rule ; the remainder will be conveyed 
to the Company’s storehouse and the value thereof 
paid to the owners. These orders shall be obeyed by 
all.” Such was the tenor of the notices displayed 
in the above-mentioned localities. 

Thursday, 1st f March 17 hi, or 23rd Mdsi of 
Raudri . — This was observed as a gala day, in honour 
of Kaman. J 

Friday, 2nd § March, 17 hi, or 2hth Must of 
Raudri. —This afternoon at 4, a European on horse- 


* The fermented jnice of the cocoanut and also of the wild date, 
palmyra, and sago palms. When first drann, it is sweet and refreshing 
but fermentation soon sets in and it then becomes an intoxicant. 

+ Sic in original. But, the correct date is 2nd. 

J The Indian Cupid. 

§ Sic in original. But the correct date is 3rd. 



LETTER $■ GIFTS FROM RAJA OF TRAFANCORE TO GOVR. 155 


back, attended by the court accountant Azhaga 
Pillai, and a drummer, proclaimed, through each 
street, and at the city gates, the order of the Council, 
copies of which had been exhibited on the 22nd 
Masi [1st March], at the court-house, fort, town- 
gates, and the church. The European first read out 
the notice in French; Azhaga Pillai, of the account- 
ant caste, next explained the same in Tamil ; and 
finally the drum was beaten. The prohibition of 
the sale of brandy, toddy, and other intoxicating 
liquors, was notified in this fashion. 

Saturday, [3rd] * March 171+1, or 25th Musi oj 
Raudri . — This forenoon at 11, Naranappaiyan, an 
envoy from the Raja of Travancore brought a letter, 
accompanied by presents, to the Governor. He came 
by land as far as Karikal, and taking a boat thence, 
arrived at Pondichery. A salute of seven guns 
was fired when he delivered the gifts and letter to 
the Governor. The latter, after perusing the com- 
munication, conversed with him for a while, pre- 
sented him with a turban and shawl, and bade him 
farewell. I 1 he envoy took leave, and repaired to 
his lodgings. 

Tandavaraya Pillai arrived to-day from Madras. 

Sunday, 1+th f March 171+1, or 26th Maui, of liau- 
dri . — This forenoon at about 11, a messenger bearing 
a letter to the Governor, arrived from the camp 
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* Sic in original. But the correct date ia 4th. 
t Sic in original. But the correct date ia 5th, 
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Ch*p. vi. of the Mahrattas at Trichinopoly. The guards at 
i74i. the gate, observing it with him, took him before the 
Governor, who received it. 

Exodus Wednesday, 15th March 17hl, or 6th Pantjtuii 

from 

“ l0 - of Raudri ,. — The news to-day is the following : The 

servants! Muhammadan table-servants, torch-bearers, and a 
host of others employed in the fort at Trichinopoly, 
being no longer able to maintain themselves there, 
have abandoned the place, and are taking service 
elsewhere. Some five or six of the table-servants 
and torch-bearers have arrived here, at the house of 
ChandH Sahib. According to the information fur- 
fhetort nished by them, the people in the fort are incapable 
probable. of holding out any longer ; there is no safety there ; 
Great want thev are starving for want of rice and other neces- 
saries of life; each house has been ransacked, and 
all the grain found has been consumed ; a store 
of rice discovered in the house of a Pathan * has been 
brought out, and sold at the rate of a rupee a seer 
— the supply lasting for no more than two days; 
the leading men have exhausted all their resources ; 
and they have, after deep consideration, come to the 
conclusion that on the expiry of the nine days of 
the Muharram,f they must sally forth and fight to 
the last, and that there is no other alternative. 


* This is the name commonly applied in Southern India to Afghans, 
and more especially to Muhammadans of the country, of Afghan descent. 

f A period of fasting and public mourning obseryed during the first 
month of the Muhammadan lunar year, in commemoration of the death of 
Hasan and of his brother Husain (A.D. 669 and 680). This terminates in 
the ceremonies of the ’Ashura, 
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This report has caused a good deal of anxiety and 
distress amongst the inmates of the house of Chanda 
Sahib here. Further, it seems that five or six days 
ago, Chanda Sahib caused a letter to be conveyed to 
Nawfib Safdar ’All Khan at Chetpattu, in which he 
stated, in unequivocal terms, that he was so closely 
invested by the Mahrattas that it was of no avail to 
hold out against the siege any longer, and that if 
Nawab Safdar ’All Khan and his other kinsmen neg- 
lected to treat with the Mahrattas at once, they 
might regard him as lost for ever. Nawab Safdar 
’All Khan thereupon summoned Poliir Muhammad 
’Ali, and proposed that in view of the perilous 
nature of the situation of Chanda Sahib, they should 
contrive to obtain some money for payment to the 
Mahrattas, in order to allow him and his men to 
escape without danger to their lives. Believing that 
22 lakhs of pagodas would be necessary to effect 
this, they subscribed amongst themselves, as follows, 
to make up that sum : Nawab Safdar ’All Khan, five 
lakhs ; his mother, five lakhs ; Chanda Sahib’s wife, 
five lakhs ; the wife of Bade Sahib, five lakhs ; Polur 
Muhammad ’Ali, one lakh ; and ’All Naqi, one 
lakh. The wives of Chanda Sahib and Bade Sahib 
then wrote to the Mahrattas offering to pay this 
amount, on condition that they discontinued opera- 
tions. But they replied that in the absence of 
orders from their chief they could not comply with 
this request. 

Such is the state of political affairs at present. 
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Thursday, 16tli March 174-1, or 7th Pangum of 
Raudri. — The Governor went to Ozhukarai to-day 
at , . . * The following is an account of 

what took place there : — . . . * 

Tuesday, 21st March 174-1, or 12th Panguni of 
Raudri. — Polur Muhammad ’All and the son of 
Taqi Sahib, named ’Ali Naqi, arrived this afternoon 
at 3, from Vellore. A member of Council, with 
Kanakaraya Mudali and Muttaiya Pillai, went out 
from the fort with tom-toms, cymbals, drums and 
horns, to meet them, but the two Muhammadans 
were in such haste that they had entered the city 
ere the deputation could reach the gate. The 
object of their visit seems to be this : Chanda 
Sahib has been so closely beleaguered in the fort 
at Trichinopoly, by the Mahratta army, that he has 
been reduced to the greatest straits, and is despair- 
ing of his life. It is their wish to save him and 
Bade Sahib, by offering to pay to the enemy any 
amount that they may demand ; but their wives, 
when applied to for money, have refused to give any 
help. This has led them to hasten hither. 

Wednesday, 22nd March 1741, or 13th Panguni of 
Raudri. — Polflr Muhammad ’All, and ’All Haqi both 
left for the fort at Vellore this night, at 8. 

Saturday, 25th March 1741, or 16th Panguni of 
Raudri. — This morning at 10, Tilndavaraya Pillai 
returned to Madras on board my sloop. 


* Blank in the original. 
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Sunday, 26th March 17 hi, or 17 th Patty uni of 
Raudri. — A ship arrived in the roads at noon, from 
Macao. 

Monday, 27th March 17kl, or 18th Pangun i of 
Raudri. — The Governor of Pondichery received a 
letter at 10 this morning, from the agent of the 
French, who is in the Mahratta camp at Trichi- 
nopoly. In this it was stated that Bade Sahib quitted 
the fort at Madura, with 4,000 horse, and reached 
that at Dindigul ; that when the Mahrattas ap- 
proached with a body of 2,000 cavalry to attack him, 
he sallied out, and engaged and routed them ; that 
he next moved to Manalparai, about seven miles to 
the west of Trichinopoly, and there pitched his camp 
on Monday, 11th Panguni [20th March] ; that on 
hearing this news Raghoji Bhonsla marched with 
10,000 horse, and invested the camp of Bad£ Sahib ; 
and that the two hostile armies encountered each 
other in battle for nine hours, from sunrise on 
Tuesday, 12tli [21st], In this action, 2,000 or 3,000 
Mahratta horsemen fell. Bade Sahib’s army suffered 
an equal loss. This commander fought valiantly, 
and fell covered with wounds ; two from musket balls, 
two from arrows, and one from a sword. When 
both he and SMiq Sahib — the son-in-law of Bade 
Sahib’s elder sister and an officer of high rank in the 
army — had fallen, the Muhammadan ranks gave way, 
and fled. The Mahrattas, on going over the field of 
battle, found the corpses of the three persons men- 
tioned above. Raghoji Bhonsla, however, sent away 
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that of Bade Sahib in a palanquin, to Chanda Sahib 
at Trichinopoly. On receipt of the letter contain- 
ing these tidings, the Governor sent Kanakaraya 
Mudali and Muttaiya Pillai to the residences of Bade 
Sahib and Chanda Sahib, for the purpose of convey- 
ing the news to the inmates. When the Muham- 
madan women in Bade Sahib’s house received the 
message, they set up a loud cry. The wife of Chanda 
Sahib went to Bade Sahib’s house, and wept in com- 
pany with those there. The other Muhammadan 
ladies resident in Pondichery likewise repaired 
thither, and sympathized with the mourners. All 
the male Muhammadans assembled in the street 
before the house, and cried aloud. Such was what 
occurred this day. 

[ Tuesday , 28th March 1741, or] 19th [ Panguni of 
Raudri ]. — A letter came this day to Chanda Sahib’s 
residence, from Chctpattu. It is now reported that 
Bade Sfihib is alive, and did not die from the effects 
of his wounds. 

Wednesday, 29th March 1741, or 20th Panguni 
of Raudri. — This evening, a lascar in Mirapalli got 
drunk, stabbed his wife with a knife, and killed her. 
He was arrested, and cast into the fort prison, his 
hands and feet being placed in irons. 

[Thursday], 30th March 1741, or 21st Panguni of 
Raudri. — At 1 1 this morning, a letter written from 
the Mahratta camp at Trichinopoly by the agent em- 
ployed by the French, and the Roman physician,* 


* This refers to Franoisco Pereira — vide p. 47. 
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was received. The contents were as follows : “ On 
Saturday, the 16th instant [25th March], Raghoji 
Bhortsla directed the Poligars,* the Kallarf of the 
Maravan Tondiman, and the Pindaric, | to scale the 
walls of the fort at Trichinopoly, and they did so 
simultaneously from all quarters. Chanda S&hib, 
who was besieged there, seeing that his life would be 
in danger if he remained any longer, treated for 
terms, through the medium of a Pathan nobleman. 
He agreed to pay a sum of twelve lakhs of rupees to 
the Mahrattas, on condition that he should be allowed 
to retire in safety. At midnight of the same day, 
he repaired to the Mahratta camp outside the fort, 
together with his son, ’Abid Sahib, his son-in-law, 
Kh an Bahadur, and Sharif Sahib. When Raghoji 


* These were petty chieftains who occupied forest and hi]] tracts, and 
who, in theory, rendered tribute and military service to the paramount 
power. In piactice, they but seldom paid the obc, or rendered the other. 
They were little if at all better than robber chiefs living by plunder, 
and incessantly quarrelling- with one another. They were to a large extent 
blotted out, during the subjugation of the country by the British ; those 
who remained have settled down as respectable 1 :ndholders, some being 
men of influence and means. 

f This is the name of a peculiar tribe or caste which is found 
almost entirely in the Trichinopoly and Madura distiicts, chiefly the 
former. The profession of the members of it is theft, and in this the 
Kallar are very adroit. The recognized head of the caste was the 
“ Maravan Tondiman ” who was also the chieftain of another tribe called 
the Maravar which, too, lived by robbery. 1 he country inhabited mainly 
by the Kallar, and at the present day known as PudukGtta, bore at the 
time that lianga Pillai wrote, the name of “ the Tondiman’ s land.” 

+ The Pindaris were an organized mounted body of plunderers which 
seems to have grown up during the wars of the later Muhammadan 
dynasties in the Deccan. They attached themselves to the Mahrattas in 
the latter part of the seventeenth century, and eventually became such a 
formidable combination that special measures, which led to their extinction, 
had to be taken against them by the Marquis of Hastings, in 1817. 

21 
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Bhdnsla met these four individuals, he said nothing, 
but disarmed and kept them in honorable custody in 
his camp. The fort at Triehinopoly was occupied 
by the Mahrattas, and their standard was hoisted 
there.” Such was the news of the war contained 
in the letter which was received by the Governor, 
and read by him with sorrow. He thereupon sent 
Kanakaraya Mudali to communicate it to the inmates 
of Chanda Sahib’s house. On he; i ring the news, the 
wife of Chanda Sahib wept much, and was plunged 
in grief. 

At 4 this afternoon, a letter was brought from 
Chetpatiu to Chanda Sahib’s residence in Pondi- 
chery, by a courier travelling on a camel. This, it 
was reported, contained the intelligence that the 
fort at Triehinopoly had been taken by the Mahrattas, 
their flag being displayed there ; and that Chanda 
Sahib had fallen into their hands. 

Some messengers brought to-day a letter to the 
Governor from Nawab Safdar ’All Khan. 

This afternoon at 4, the ship Chinna Sunguram 
arrived from Manilla. 

Samian, 3rd * April 171/.1, or 2 If t It. Panguui of 
Raudri . — Four of the Company’s peons set out with 
a letter from the Governor, to Raghoji JBhonsla. 

IT adnesdag, 13th f AjjiiI 17 !+l, ur Iftlt Chiitirai 
of Durum fi .- — This afternoon at 4, the son of 


* Sic in original. But the correct date is 2nd. 
t Sic in original But the correct date is 12th. 
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Chidambaram Muhammad Khan, who was on his 
way to Madras, halted here, and was received by 
Muttaiya Pillai, in whose house he was accommo- 
dated. 

[Thursday^, lk-tli * April 171/-1, or 5fh Ghittirai of 
Durmati . — Husain Tahir sent a palanquin as a 
present to Kauakaraya Mudali. He went in it to 
the Governor, who authorized him to make use of it. 
It was estimated that including the silver fittings 
it must have cost 100 or 150 pagodas. This gift 
was made to Kanakaraya Mudali in lieu of the rent 
payable to him for the occupation by the ladies of 
Husain Tahir’s family of a house of his. 

Friday, 15th f April 17 kl, or 6th Ghittirai of 
Durmati . — This evening at 5, Kh an Bahadur and 
Hakim Sahib, who, accompanied by 200 or 2c 0 
Mahratta horsemen, had come to Villianalldr, 
which lie3 beyond the bounds of Pondichery, left 
their escort there, and entered the town in company 
with . . . X This was announced at the gate 

by a salute of fifteen guns. 
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* Sic in original. But the correct date is 13th. 
f Sic in original. But the correct date is 14th, 
X Blank in the original. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

FROM APRIL 17tii, 1741 , TO MAY 25th, 17!#. 

Presents to Governor from Raghoji Bhonsla and Fatteh Sing— Release of 
Vital Pan lit at request of Mahratta envoy — Quits Pondichery — Council 
takes head of peons to task for permitting this —Party sent to recall 
him— It and he seized by Mahrattas — Head of peons closely confined 
—Envoy sent to obtain rendition of Vital Pandit — He and escort 
seized by Mahrattas — In retaliation all Mahrattas in Pondichery im- 
prisoned — Precautions at Pondichery against attack — French envoy 
being released, Mahratta merchants set at large— Gates re-opened— 
Deputation of Mahrattas visits Governcr — Departs promising to bring 
Vita! Pandit— Governor and Councillors go to meet Mahrattas doing 
this — IVho refuse to give him np without a hostage — Vital Pandit 
subsequently permitted to return to Pondichery — Visits the Governor 
— Head of peons released — Return of bearers of presents to Mahrattas 
— Governor embarks for Kaiikal— Owing to a calm, disembarks — 
Decides to travel by land — Arrangements made — Governor changes 
his mind as to route— Departure postponed— Governor starts for 
Karikal — Diarist and others follow— Governor returns by sea— Bonfire 
festival— Diarist and head of peons recalled— Arrival of Triton— 
Governor reported to have been appointed a Director — Meeting of 
Council to read despatch — Rejoicings on advancement of the Gov- 
ernor-Presents to him from ’All Naqi— Sailing of M. Febvrier as 
Administrator of Karikal Arrival of A rgon aute —Presents to Gov- 
ernor from Nash’ Jang— Also from Poldr Muhammad ’Ali— Order 
forbidding sale of spirituous liquors rescinded— Presents from Khan 
Bahadur to the Governor — Execution of a soldier— Arrival of ship 
from France— Supreme Council declares streets free to both right 
and left hand castes— Penalty for disobedience— Pranks played by 
a soldier— Apprehended by guard— Death of Governor of Fort St. 
David— Marks of respect shown— Return of M. Golard from Karikal 
—Departure of Bishop of Siam— Sailing of Due d' Orleans— Arrival of 
squadron of M. de la Bourdonnais— Arrival of M. Dirois, Director of 
Bengal— Governor makes presents to certain persons— Deputy Gov- 
ernor assumes charge of Government -Departure for France of M. 
Dumas — Proceedings on the occasion— Diarist starts for Cuddalore— 
Return of Due d’ Orleans from Acheen— News brought by her— 
Her cargo— Arrival of ships from Mergui, Yanam, Pegu, and Chander- 
nagore, respectively- Arrival of three ships from Chandernagore 
one bringing M. Dupleix— He lands — State reception— Diarist comes 
from Cuddalore to pay his respects —Sailing of Due d’ Orleans 
— Cargo- -M. Golard, a passenger— Imprisonment of W. Ranga 
PiUai for neglect of duty— Governor visits Kalapetfcai— Display and 
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proceedings on the occasion — Entertained by diarist — Returns — In- 
quires into case against W. Ranga Pillai — Who is found guilty, and 
fined — Governor and wife go out to watch fishing — Presents for 
Governor from. Safdar ’All Khan and others — Contract for supply of 
goods to Company — Return of ship from Manilla — Account of sales 
there — Flag and kettle-drum for Governor from Emperor of Delhi 
— State reception of these— Marriage of nephew of chief dubash — 
Arrival of Ananta Aiyan — News of decease of Father Thomas — 
Death of Captain Cordier-— Departure of Jean Fidan. 

Monday, 18th* April 17 hi, or 9th Chittirai of 
Durmati. — This evening at 5, some Mahrattas 
who were the bearers of a present from Raghoji 
Bhonsla, and of another from Fatteh Sing, who is at 
Trichinopoly, alighted at my garden-house, and inti- 
mated their arrival to the Governor. Each of the 
persons mentioned sent a dress of honour for the 
Governor. Much rejoiced at this, he deputed tivo 
members of Council, accompanied by Kanakaraya 
Mudali, Muttaiya Pillai, Tiruvengada Pillai, Seshft- 
chala Chetti, the Roman doctor, and me, as well as 
ten or twelve merchants on horseback, to meet the 
presents. We went out with two empty palanquins, 
to fetch them, and during the march drums and 
tom-toms were beaten, and horns were sounded. 
As the gifts were being brought into the town 
in this stately fashion, nine guns were fired from 
the gate, and there was a further salute of eleven 
guns when they were set down at the Governor’s 
house. 

The envoy who accompanied the presents from 
Trichinopoly preferred a request for the release of 
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* Sic in original. But the correct date is 17th. 
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Vital Pandit and his son. The Governor and his 
Councillors seeing, after some deliberation, that the 
Mahrattas were amicably disposed towards them, 
and had sent gifts in token of their friendship, set 
the prisoners at liberty. Returning home, they 
performed their ablutions, caused thanksgivings 
to he offered in the temples, distributed alms as 
far as their resources would allow, and finally, 
made a gift, to a Brfihman, of the house in which 
they resided. Placing their remaining property 
on the hacks of bullocks. Vital Pandit, his wife, 
children, and other members of his family, left 
Pondichery at noon on the 12th of Chittirai 
[20th xipril]. At 4 o’clock, however, the Governor 
and his Councillors — it is not known what the 
nature of the matter on which they consulted 
together was — summoned Muttaiya Pillai, and said 
to him in a sharp tone : “ Why did you permit Vital 
Pandit to depart without our permission ? Why 
did you not report to us his intention of quitting 
Pondichery ? You must produce him this very 
instant ; failing which you will be deemed guilty of 
the offence with which he was charged.” After 
pleading all that he could in his defence, Muttaiya 
Pillai despatched ten of the Company’s peons, to 
compel Vital Pandit to return — however far he might 
have gone. They accordingly went in pursuit, and 
overtook him at Ozhukarai. They called upon hi m 
to come back to Pondichery, hut he refused to do 
so. Whilst he was in this plight, some Mahratta 
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horsemen, who happened to see him being harassed, 
seized the peons and conducted them, as well as 
Vital Pandit, to their comrades, who were encamped 
on the banks of the Villianallfir river, and detained 
them there. Two other peons of the Company, who 
were sent after the missing men in order to trace 
their whereabouts, having heard of what had oc- 
curred, made a report of the affair to the Governor. 
Thereupon, a council was held, and that night at 8, 
the Governor sent a party of six soldiers and peons, 
to fetch Muttaiya Pillai, who was then at the western 
gate of the town. He was accordingly taken to the 
fort, and placed before the Governor, who ordered 
that he should be imprisoned in the belfry tower, 
and this w r as done at about gun-fire. He is now in 
close confinement, and lives upon rice-cakes alone. 

Saturday, 23rd * April 17 hi, or ll+th Ohittirai of 
Durmari . — This morning, Azhagappan, the brother- 
in-law of KanakarSya Mudali, escorted by a fe-w 
of the Company’s peons, w as ordered to proceed to 
Villianallfir, and negotiate with the Mahrattas, in 
view to the rendition of Vital Pandit to the French. 
When the Mahrattas met these men, and were made 
acquainted with- the purport of their mission, they 
seized them also, and detained them in custody. 
When this new'S reached the ears of the Governor, 
at 4 this evening, he ordered that all the Mah- 
ratta merchants in the town — thirty in number— 
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* Sic in original. But the correct date is 22nd. 
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who had accompanied Hakim Sahib, and had 
settled here for the purpose of carrying on trade, 
should he arrested, and confined in the prison at- 
tached to the court-house. Fifteen European sol- 
diers, and a number of the Company’s peons, were 
set as guards over them. The Mahratta envoy here 
has also been imprisoned. 

Sunday, 2&th * April 17 hi, or 15th Chittirai of 
Durmati . — The Mahratta envoy at Pondichery sent 
word to his people of the measures taken by the 
French against their countrymen. On the evening 
of Thursday, the 12th Chittirai [20th April], 
orders were issued that all the gates of the city 
should be closed, with the exception of the wickets. 
Persons from without the limits of the town were 
permitted to enter ; but egress was strictly forbidden. 
This order was in force on Friday and Saturday. 
This morning, however, the Mahrattas having re- 
leased Azhagappan, he returned. The Governor 
consequently permitted the Mahratta merc ha nts 
confined here to be set at large, but ordered that 
they should he sent beyond the bounds of Pondi- 
chery. The town-gates remained shut as before. In 
the case of the western one, however, those whose 
avocations required their going out, or coming in, 
were allowed to do so after 10 o’clock, hut the 
concession was not extended to ascetics, religious 
mendicants, and Brahmans. 


* Sic in original. Bat the correct date is 23rd. 
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Monday, 25th* * * § April 17I/-1, or 16th Cliittirai of 
Durrnati. — The northern and western gates were 
this day opened for traffic. 

Tuesday, 26th f April 17 hi, or 17th Cliittirai of 
Durmati.— To-day, all the main gates were thrown 
open. Twenty Mahratta horsemen came into the 
town about noon, in order to have an interview with 
the Governor, and ascertain from him why Vital 
Pandit had been sent for. They alighted at Sungu- 
var’s garden-house, and went to the Governor at 5 
o’clock. Thirty soldiers were ranged on either side 
of the passage in the Governor’s house : between 
these the Mahrattas passed, and paid their visit. 
What then occurred is recorded below . . . $ 

They took leave of the Governor, promising to 
bring Vital Pandit. They went to the beach, to see 
the roadstead, and then left the town — clerk Sinap- 
paiyan having been deputed to see them off. 

Wednesday , 27th § April 17 hi, or 18th Cliittirai of 
Durmati. — The Mahrattas at Villianallur sent inti- 
mation this evening to the Governor that they were 
bringing Vital Pandit with them. Thereupon he 
and the other members of Council, accompanied by a 
detachment of soldiers, proceeded to the western gate, 
and awaited their arrival. The Mahrattas, how- 
ever, having halted at Ellappan CMvadi beyond the 


* Sic in original. But the correct date is 24fch. 

+ Sic in original. But the correct date is 25tb. 

X Blank in the original. 

§ Sic in original. But the correct date is 26th. 
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boundary hedge near Ozhukarai, sent word to the 
French as follows : “ We hav r e no confidence as to 
the safety of Vital Pandit when in your hands. If 
you will therefore send as a hostage either Kanaka- 
raya Mudali, or a priest, or a member of Council, 
we will make him over to you. You can then speak 
to him, and when he is permitted to go, we will send 
your man back.” On receipt of this message, the 
Governor and others returned home. 

Thursday, 28th * April 17kl, or 19th Chit Ural of 
Durmati. — This day was uneventful. 

Friday, 29th f April 17 hi, or 20th Chittirai of 
Durmati. — This morning, Vital Pandit, accompanied 
by thirty or forty horsemen, arrived at my garden- 
house, and intimated this to the Governor, who 
permitted him to come in with fifteen of his escort. 
These accordingly entered the town at 10, and 
were provided with accommodation at Seshachala 
Chetti’s garden-house. 

Jn the evening at -5, Vital Pandit paid a visit to 
the Governor, at the residence of the latter ; the 
hall being lined on either side by soldiers, who 
beat drums. The substance of the conversation 

which took place at the interview is given below'. 

+ 

. + 

Saturday, 30th § April 17 kl, or 21st Chittirai of 
Durmati — This morning at 9, the Governor ordered 

* Sic in original. But the correct date is 27th. 

+ Sic in original. But the correct date is 28fch. 

X Blank in the original. 

§ i Sic in original. But the correct date is 29th. 
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the release of Muttaiya Pillai. He sent for him, 
restored him to his appointment, and warned him 
to be more careful in future. On his return to his 
house, the whole town congratulated Muttaiya Pillai. 
He had languished in confinement, however, for 
eight days, without proper food. 

Wednesday , 2Mh May 17 hi, or loth Vaiydsi of 
Dunnati. — The individuals who were the bearers 
of some presents to the Mahrattas returned with the 
articles which had been entrusted to them. Having 
heard a report that the Mahrattas had left Jegadevu, 
and were approaching the Krishna, the messen- 
gers, who had got as far as Vellore, halted there, 
and wrote to the Governor soliciting instructions 
as to what they should, under these circum- 
stances, do. He having ordered them to return, 
they reached Pondichery this morning, at 10, with 
the presents. 

Sunday, htli [.June 17kl\, or 26th Vaiydsi of Dur- 
mati. — This evening at 5, the Governor went on 
board a F rench ship in view to proceed in her to 
Karikal. 

Monday, 5th [June 17hl\, or 27th Vaigdsi of 
Durmuti. — Muttaiya Pillai set out by land for Kari- 
kal, at G this morning. 

Tuesday, [ 6th June 17kl\ or 28th Vaigdsi of 
Dunnati. — This morning at 7, the Governor dis- 
embarked from the ship, as she was unable to set 
sail for want of wind. He was however of opinion 
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that matters having gone so far, the proposed jour- 
ney should not be abandoned, as the peons and 
dubashes of the Company, as well as Muttaiya Pillai, 
had already left with the necessary furniture and 
other articles. He therefore made up his mind to 
travel by land, and despatched a peon with a note 
written on palmyra-leaf, to run after the servants 
who had set out on the day on which he had em- 
barked, and recall them. The reason for sending 
for them so urgently was to enable the Governor 
to start with a fitting retinue on the morning of 
Friday next. Summoning me, he said as follows : 
“ I intend setting out next Friday, and halting 
that night at Porto Novo. Will you go in advance, 
and make the necessary arrangements for me there, 
or will you accompany me?” I replied “ I will 
do as you bid.” He rejoined: “Well; you had 
better go with me. But write beforehand, and have 
things properly arranged there before Ave leave.” 
I accordingly Avrote to Cuddalore, in order that all 
articles of furniture, such as plates, dishes, chairs, 
and tables, might be sent to Porto Novo, in charge 
of suitable men. This forenoon, hoAvever, at 11, 
when I called at the Governor’s house, he told me 
that he had changed his plans ; that he had no mind 
to go to Porto Novo ; and that he would travel 
through Chidambaram by Avay of Mettupfilaiyam. 
I at once sent off a peon to Cuddalore, telling 
him to stop the despatch of furniture, etc., thence 
to Porto Novo. Preparations were made for our 
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journey on Friday — the day appointed— but it was 
only on the evening of Thursday that the men who 
had departed for Karikal, and had travelled as far as 
the banks of the Coleroon, returned. They were so 
way-worn, and overcome by fatigue, that it was 
impracticable for them to start again on the following 
day. The departure was consequently postponed 
until Sunday. 

Sunday, 11th June 17kl , or 1st Am oj Duron at i, 
constellation Kdrttigai. — This morning at 5, the Gov- 
ernor set out for Ariyankuppam, to attend service 
there. He went on thence to Karikal. 

At 7, Kanakar&ya Mudali, S^shachala Chetti, and 
other persons of rank, including myself, followed 
him. When we had got as far as the Coleroon, one 
of the poles of the palanquin in which Kanakaraya 
Mudali was being carried gave way. He was there- 
fore obliged to send his conveyance back, and go 
on with Seshachala Chetti, in the palanquin of the 
latter. 

Tuesday, 20th June 17 hi, or 10th Ani of Dur- 
onati. — This afternoon at 4, the Governor returned 
by sea from Karikal. He landed an hour after- 
wards. Kanakaraya Mudali and his men also 
arrived by the same vessel. When she reached the 
anchorage, salutes were fired by all the ships in the 
roads. The Governor disembarked under one of 
twenty-one guns from the ship, as well as from the 
fort, and repaired to his residence. 
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Friday, 23rd Jane 171+1, or 13th Ant of Dur- 
mati. — This evening, the bon-fire * festival was 
celebrated. 

Kanakaraya Mudali, at the bidding of the Gov- 
ernor, sent a palmyra-leaf note requesting me and 
Muttaiya Pillai to return speedily. 

Friday, 30th June 171+1, oi 20th Ani of Dur- 
mati. — Muttaiya Pillai and I reached Pondichery 
this morning at 8. 

Wednesday, 19th July 171+1, or 8tli Acli of Durmati. 
— The ship Triton arrived in the roads this morning, 
and fired twenty-one guns. A similar salute was 
returned by the fort. It is reported that the Gover- 
nor has been promoted to a Directorship at home. 

Thursday, 20th July 171+1, or 9th Adi of Dur- 
mati. — This afternoon at 4, a meeting of the Coun- 
cil was convened, at which a despatch from France 
was perused, the contents of which were as follows 

• . • t 

A salute of twenty- one guns was fired from the 
fort, in honour of the elevation of the Governor to 
a more exalted position. This was responded to 
by each of the ships in the roads. The members 
of Council, and all other Europeans, called at his 
house, and congratulated him. 

Friday, 21st July 171+1, or 10th Adi of Durmati. 
— This afternoon at 4, all the leading members of the 
different castes in the town, accompanied by tom- 


* Nativity of St. John. 


* Blank in the original. 
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toms and dancing women, paid a visit, in a body, to Chap. 
the Governor. — 1 

Thursday, 27th Judy 17 hi, or 16th Adi of Bur- pints' 

A A to Governor 

mati . — At 4 this afternoon, ’All Naqi sent presents i!i 
to the Governor. Kanakaraya Mudali and some 
others, who were deputed to meet these, brought 
them to Pondichery in a palanquin. When they 
were set down in the Governor’s house, a salute of 
seven guns was fired from the fort. 

Friday, 28th Judy 17 hi, or 17th Adi of Bur- Sailin g 0f . 
mati . — This morning at 10, M. Febvrier set sail on as Adminis- 

^ t rat oi 

hoard a ship for Karikal, to assume the office of 0lKilllkal - 
Administrator. On his arrival there, M. Golard 
will return by the same vessel to Pondichery. 

The French ship Argonaut r, captain, M. de Lache- Arrival or 

, 1 . Argonaute, 

naye, anchored here. 


Monday, 31st July 17 hi, or 20th Adi of Bur- Presentst0 
mati . — This afternoon at 4, the presents forwarded from Nasir 
by Nasir Jang, the son of the Nizam, arrived. They 
were deposited at Mimtkshi Ammal’s choultry, 
whither the Deputy Governor, M. Dulaurens, and 
Kanakaraya Mudali, with tom-toms, and like show, 
proceeded to escort them into the town. The Gov- 
ernor, with the other members of Council, waited to 
receive them in a tent pitched on the esplanade beyond 
the northern gate. As soon as they were brought state 
before the Governor, the guns on the ramparts otuies™ 
at the gate and on board the ships thundered forth 
a salute. The gifts were afterwards placed in a palan- 
quin, and were carried to the house of the Governor, 
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accompanied by music and tom-toms ; and a sal ute 
of twenty-one guns was then fired from the fort. 

Thursday, 3rd August 17 hi, or 23 ul Adi of 
Durmati.— Presents from Polfir Muhammad ’All 
were received this afternoon at 4. A deputation 
consisting of Kanakaraya Mudali, M. Dulaurens, 
Muttaiya Pillai, and a few others, with tom-toms and 
cymbals in their train, went out to meet them, and 
brought them in a palanquin. Their arrival was 
greeted by a salute of seven guns from the fort. 

Saturday, 5th August 17 hi, or 25th Adi of Dur- 
mati. — At 4 this afternoon, proclamation was made 
by beat of tom-tom that the orders forbidding the 
sale of intoxicating liquors at Pondichery on account 
of the depredations of the Mahrattas were rescinded, 
and that the contractors were at liberty to distil 
and dispose of them as usual. 

Sunday, 6th August 17 hi, or 26tk Adi of Dur- 
mati. — Presents from Khan Bahadur were received 
this afternoon, at 4. He is residing at the Gov- 
ernor’s garden-house. Setting these down at a spot 
beyond the gate, he sent word to the Governor, who 
deputed Kanakaraya Mudali and a few others, to 
meet him there. They went out with tom-toms and 
cymbals, and as soon as he had been escorted to the 
Governor, a salute was fired from the fort. 

Monday, 7th August 17 hi, or 27th Adi of Durmati. 
— This evening at 5, a Dutch soldier, who was 
a deserter, was shot. He had absconded with 
four other Europeans. His companions escaped to 
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Fort St. David, but he, being overcome by excessive 
drinking, was overtaken. He was seized, and the 
very next day underwent the penalty mentioned 
above. 

Wednesday, 9 th August 171+1, or 29 th Atli of 
Durmati . — Tins afternoon at 4, a ship . . . * 

from France, captain ... * arrived at the 
anchorage here, and saluted the others in the roads ; 
this was returned by them. She then fired a salute 
of fifteen guns to the fort, which was responded to 
by a similar number. The news by her is ... * 

Sunday, 13th August 171+1 , or 1st Avani of Dur- 
mati . — A notice was exhibited at the court-house, 
fort, and the gates of the town, purporting to be 
an order of the Supreme Council, issued by royal 
command. It ran thus : — 

“ Whereas it has been represented to us that the 
men of the right-hand caste object toChettisand other 
sectarians of the left-hand entering the town by 
the Madras street, either on horseback, or in palan- 
quins ; and whereas they urge, on the ground of long- 
standing custom of the country, that this privilege 
should be reserved to them alone, we, the members 
of the Supreme Council of Pondichery, hereby pro- 
nounce that the claim of the right-hand caste to 
the exclusive use of this road cannot be admitted. 
It is the emphatic declaration of His Majesty that 
this town shall be free to all its inhabitants, irre- 
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c^hap. apective of caste or creed ; that there shall he no 
— har or restriction in the case of any particular sect ; 
gxact terms and that all shall be allowed unrestrained enjoy- 
order. ment of the streets, so long as the laws of the State 
are not infringed. The new Madras street has 
been thrown open to the public as a highway, in 
order that the left-hand caste may share the benefit 
of it equally with the right-hand. We therefore 
give publicity to the order authorizing the free 
passage of all traders and Chettis along the Vazhu- 
d&vur or Madras roads, on horseback, or in palan- 
quins. Men of all castes, right-hand, or left-hand, 
are hereby informed that they can, after entering 
the town-gates, repair to their respective streets 
Penauyfor by either of the roads running on the right or 
‘ i; " the left of the town-wall. Whoever, whether of the 
higher classes or not, contravenes this order, shall be 
deemed guilty of disturbing the public peace, and shall 
be liable to. the penalty attaching to that offence. In 
order that no one may plead ignorance of the exist- 
ence of this notice, copies of it will be posted at all 
public places in the town. Tssued by order of the 
Supreme Council, under date the 31st July. 1741. 

(Signed) Dumas. 

( „ ) Legotj. 

( „ ) Dulaurens. 

( „ ) Ingrand. 

( ,, ) Mir an. 

( „ ) Du Boisrolland. 

(By order.) 

Boyelleau.” 
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Tuesday, 15th August 17I/.1, or 3rd Arani of Dur- 
mati .— This night at half-past 9, a soldier, armed 
with a musket, sallied out from bis quarters. When 
he got close to the house of the elder Sinappaiyan, 
he loaded his weapon, and discharged it at an 
elephant tethered hard by, which however was not 
hurt, the ball having passed over it.' The man then 
turned into the street of the Vellazhas, and thence 
into the bazaar street, whence he returned to the 
tobacco godown, and then entered my street. 
When he arrived in front of the church, be turned 
eastward, and seeing some native watchmen coming 
in pursuit of him, he fired at them. Although they 
dodged the shot, and escaped injury, two bullets 
hit a woman who was standing in the centre of the 
road, opposite to the tobacco godown, and passed 
through her side, but she was not killed. Alarmed 
at this, a number of men who were seated on the 
pial * of my house rushed in, and we closed and 
fastened the door. The soldier once more loaded 
his musket, and holding it in his band stood at the 
entemce of the church, when the priest, who had 
heard the report of the fire-arm, came out. As 
soon as the soldier saw him, he laid down his weapon, 
and made obeisance to him. The priest kept him 
engaged in conversation for a while, when some 
musketeers from the guard at the gate, to whom the 


* A raised platform of earth or masonry, usually erected outside 
native houses for the purpose of sitting or sleeping on. 
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news was communicated by the watchmen, arrived. 
They apprehended him, and led him away. He is 
said to belong to the guard stationed at the 
Yillianallur gate. Such outrages by Europeans are 
rife in the town at present. 

Sunday, 20th August 171+1, ur 8 tit Aram oj 
Durmati. — Mr. Hubbard, the Governor of Eort St. 
David, expired this morning at 2 o’clock. 

Monday, 21st August 171+1, or 9th A rani of Dur- 
mati. — The interment took place at 6 this evening, 
from which hour, up to i>, guns were hred at inter- 
vals, as a mark of respect for the deceased. 

Thursday, 31st August 171+1, or 19th Avani of 
Durmati. — This morning at 10, M. Golard arrived 
in a ship from Karikal, and landed. 

Sunday, 3rd September 171+1, or 22 ad Avani of 
Durmati. — This afternoon at 4, Father Loliere, of 
the church ... * opposite to my house, em- 

barked on board a ship bound for Siam, to assume 
the office of bishop there. A salute of fifteen 
guns was fired from the shore, and another of nine 
by the ship. 

Tuesday, 26th September 171+1, or 11+th Purattdsi 
of Durmati. — The Due <T Orleans, captain, M. de 
la Touche, set sail at . . . * to-day, bound 

for Acheen. The supercargo who embarked in this 
ship was Sultan Randu Marakkayan Tambi. 


Blank in the original. 
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Wednesday, 27th September 17 hi, or 15th Purat- 
tdsi of Durmati . — At 11 this forenoon, three vessels 
belonging to a squadron composed of two of the 
King’s ships, and five of the Company’s, reached 
the anchorage. All these seven sail were equipped 
at Mascareigne with armaments for war purposes, 
and are under the command of M. de la Bourdonnais, 
who is on board one of them. The ship which carries 
him displayed the flag of an admiral, seeing which, 
a ship here which flew a similar one, struck it, and 
all the vessels in the roads saluted her. 

Friday, 6th October 17 hi, or 2hth Purattdsi of 
Durmati. — To-day at about 1, M. Dirois, appointed 
to Chandernagore, arrived from Mascareigne on 
board a French ship, and landed at 2. 

Sunday, 15th October 17 hi, or 3rd Arppisi of 
Durmati . — This evening, the Governor presented 
Nallatambi Chetti and Arun&chala Chetti with a robe 
and four jewelled ornaments each. 

Monday, 16th October 17 hi, or hth Arppisi of 
Durmati . — This morning at 8, the Deputy Gover- 
nor took charge of the government, when a salute 
of twenty-one guns was fired. The members of 
Council and others visited him. The custody of 
the keys was entrusted to him, and all the guber- 
natorial powers devolved upon him. 

Wednesday, 18th October 17 hi, or 6th Arppisi of 
Durmati . — This is the Navaratri * day. 
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* The last of the nine nights of strict fast observed to commemorate 
destruction by Dnrga of Durgan, an evil demi-god. 
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M. de la Bourdonnais went on board hi.3 ship this 
evening at 5, to resume his voyage. 

Thursday, 19th October 111+1, or 7th Arpyisi of 
Durmati, Vijayadesami . — At 5 this morning, M. 
Dumas, the Governor of Pondichery, who is return- 
ing to France, prepared for departure. The entire 
route from his house to the sea- shore was decorated, 
on both sides, with plantain and arecanut trees, and 
fronds of cocoanut leaf. The leading European and 
native gentry, having learnt of the intended depar- 
ture of the Governor and his wife, paid visits to 
them on the previous night, from 7 to 10. At 
half-past 5, M. and Madame Dumas started from 
their residence in palanquins ; that of the lady pre- 
ceding the other. They were followed m procession 
by the Deputy Governor, M. Dulaurens, and other 
members of Council, in their respective palanquins, 
with a stately array of horns, drums, tom-toms and 
dancing women, the whole cortege moving slowly 
between the two rows of plantain trees. At 6, 
the Governor and his wife stepped into a boat, 
under a salute of twenty-one guns from the fort. 
As the boat moved out to the ship in which they 
were to take passage, all the vessels at anchor in 
the roads, one after another, discharged their cannon. 
As soon as they had embarked, a square flag was 
hoisted by the ship, and twenty-one guns were fired. 
Immediately afterwards, M. de la Bourdonnais’ 
vessel, which lay in the roads, thundered forth a 
similar salute, and all the others in the roadstead 
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followed her example, with twenty-one guns each. 
They remained on board the ship the whole of 
this day. 

Frida;/, 20th October 17 hi, or 8 th Arp pise of 
Durmati . — This morning at 10, the ship in which 
M. Dumas, the Governor, had embarked got under 
weigh, accompanied by that which carried M. de 
la Bourdonnais, and the remainder of his squadron ; 
all sailing out of the roads almost simultaneously. 

Tuesday, 28th November 171+1, or 17th Kdrtti+jai 
of Durmati. — I set out this evening, on a trip to 
Cuddalore. 

* Sunday, 1st January 171+2 , or 20th Mdrgazhi of 
Durmati. — This was a day of joy and gaiety, on 
account of the new year. 

Monday, 9th f January 171+2, or 28th Mar gash i 
of Durmati. — This afternoon at 2, the French ship 
Due d’Orleans returned from Acheen. She saluted 
the fort with nine guns, which was responded to by 
a similar number. M. de la Touche, the new r super- 
cargo Sultan Kandu Marakkayan Tambi, and the 
late supercargo Husain ’All Beg — disembarked 
at 4. It is reported that the French have seized 
a ship of the former king of that country, for the 
due3 outstanding against him ; that frankincense 
and some other articles of merchandise which 
were on board her, together with her crew, have 

* Sic. But Sunday was 31st December 1711. The new year’s day 
<vas, therefore, Monday 21st Margazhi. 

f Sic in original. But the correct date is 8th. 
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been transhipped to the I)uc d’ Orleans, and brought 
away ; and that the ship herself has been taken 
direct to Mauritius, with MM. Cotteril and Cornet 
on board. The cargo of the Due d’ Orleans is said 
to consist of forty-four horses, thirty candies 
frankincense, arecanut ... * avanams, t sugar 
candies . . . , * and some other goods. 

Tuesday, 10th 1 January 1742, or 29th Mdrgazhi of 
Durmati. — The ship which went to Mergui returned 
at noon, and fired a salute of nine guns. The news 
by her is ... * 

A ship from Ydndm entered the roads this 
afternoon at 3, and fired seven guns. The news 
which she brings is ... * 

Wednesday ^ 11th § January 1742, or 1st Tai of 

* 

Durmati. — This morning at 10, the ship of M. Elias 
reached the anchorage here, from Pegu. 

Saturday, 14th || January 1742, or 4th Tai of 
Durmati. — A ship arrived from Chandernagore, and 
saluted the fort with nine guns. It is reported that 
she set out with three others, one of which brings 
the new Governor, and that they will be hi sight 
either to-day, or to-morrow. 

This afternoon at 4, the three ships referred 
to above reached the roadstead. On board that 


* Blank in the original, 
t Avanam = 20,000 arecanuts. 

J Sic in original. But the correct date is 9tb. 

§ Sic in original. But the correct date is 10th. 
|| Sic in original. But the correct date is 13th. 
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which carried M. Dupleix, the new Governor, 
was hoisted the flag of an admiral, in honour of 
which the vessels riding at anchor saluted her. 
She then fired twenty-one guns as a salute to the 
fort, which was duly returned. A note was received 
by a catamaran at half- past 5, in which it was stated 
that M. Dupleix would land next morning. In the 
meanwhile, the road from the beach to the Gov- 
ernment-house was decorated on either side with 
plantain trees and cocoanut leaves. 

Sunday, [14th January 174-2, or] 5th Tai of 
Dimnati . — This morning at 6, under the constel- 
lation of Asvini, when the rising sign of the zodiac 
was Capricorn, M. Dupleix and his wife, with 
their retinue, disembarked from the ship, under a 
salute of twenty-one guns from the fort. All the 
Europeans of the town, the members of Council, 
and others, waited on M. Dupleix at the beach. 
Escorted on either side by a line of soldiers, they 
walked to the church, and heard service there ; 
immediately after which three volleys were fired. 
Then, quitting the fort, they repaired, at 8 o’clock, 
on foot to the Governor’s house. Twenty-one guns 
were fired when they left the fort, and the salute 
was repeated when they entered their residence. 
He thus, on an auspicious day, with all state, and 
amidst music and dancing, assumed the reins of 
government. 

Last night at about 10, when I was at Cuddalore, 
two peon3, who had left Pondichery at 6, brought 
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me intelligence of the arrival of the Governor. I 
promptly set off at 11, reached my house at 5, 
and presented myself before him after he had 
landed. 

Saturday, 3rd, February 17 k%, or 25th Tai of 
Durmati. — This morning at 10, the Due d’ Orleans 
set sail for France laden with a cargo consisting 
of bales of bleached, blue, and coarse cloths. 
M. Golard went home in this ship. 

[ . . . * February 171+2, or . . *] Mdsi 

of Durmati. — Wandiwash Ranga Pillai, who is 
employed in the court, has been kept under restraint 
for neglect to inquire into a complaint made by a 
gate peon of the Company against the Vellazha 
merchant, Mannappa Mudali. The latter, who had 
brought some sacks of paddy into the town, 
informed the peon at the gate that there were 1 25 
of them with him, but mentioned at the court that 
the number was 120. This led to a dispute between 
the peon and the merchant. 

Tuesday, 20th February 171+2, or 12th Mdsi of 
Durmati. — The Governor, M. Dupleix, started this 
morning at half-past 4, on a visit to Kalapettai. 
This was his first outing after his arrival from 
Chandernagore, and it was of a striking character. 
The palanquin of the. Governor went first. It was 
followed hy a body of fifty soldiers, by ... * 
palanquins, and four or five horses, and by Muttaiya 


* Blank in the original. 
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Pillai and me , and dancing women, tom-toms. Chap. 

. . VII. 

liorns, drums, pipes, clarionets, and flags were in — 
his train. In this magnificent array the party ‘ 
set out by moonlight. When they arrived at my 
choultry, twenty-one guns were fired ; but without 
stopping there they went straight on to a tent 
pitched at Kalapettai. They halted there for an 
Indian hour, and then returned to my choultry, 
where the Governor alighted under a salute of Entertained 
twenty-one guns, which was repeated when he sat 
down to refreshments, when he drank wine, and 
when he rose from table. The choultry was 
ornamented with leaf pavilions and cords hung 
with garlands, mango leaves, etc. The whole day 
partook of the character of an imposing festival, 
and was, indeed, exhilarating. At half-past 5 in 
the evening, the Governor and his attendants Returns, 
returned home. 

Thursday, 22nd February 17k-2, or 11+ lb. Mast of ?"^ uires 
Dunuati. — This morning at 8, the Governor, gainst 

° . \V. Ranga 

being at home, summoned Wandiwash Ranga raiai - 
Pillai, paddy merchant Mannappa Mudali, and the 
toll-gate peon, who were in confinement, and asked 
the first of the three why he had neglected to 
inquire into the complaint made to him. The peon 
thereupon turning to Wandiwash Ranga Pillai, 
addressed him thus : “You remained silent, because 
you, in complicity with the merchant, stole.” The 
Governor adjudged Wandiwash Ranga Pillai to be 
guilty of what the peon had laid to his charge. He 
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remanded him and the merchant to jail for some 
days, and eventually fined each of them 1 0 pagodas ; 
after payment of which they were released. Some 
time after this, the Governor sent for Muruga 
Pillai, who had interceded on behalf of the prisoner, 
and after hearing him and the statements of Azhaga 
Pillai, Appatambi, and Wandiwash Ranga Pillai, the 
three accountants of the court, he appointed him to 
be fourth accountant. 

Monday, 26 th February 17 f 2, or 18th Mdsi of 
Durmati. — This morning at 5, the Governor, his 
wife, one or two councillors, Muttaiya Pillai, and 
Kanakaraya Mudali, in company with two youths, 
each riding a horse, and with a retinue of dancing 
women, tom-tom beaters, and men playing on 
musical instruments, repaired to the Ariyankuppam 
river, where a little dam was being put up for the 
purpose of catching fish ; their object being to see 
what was going on. 

The party returned this evening at half-past 6. 

Thursday, 29th* February 17h2, or 21st Mdsi 
of Diu ma^. — This afternoon at 4, a present from 
Nawab Safdar ’All Kh an, one from Mir Asad, and 
a third from Mir Ghulam Husain, arrived from 
Myiapore for the Governor. The first of these 
three sent a horse and a dress of honour, and the 
second and the third each a dress of honour : all 


* Sic in original. But the correct date is 1st March, as 1742 was not 
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the gifts came together. A procession which had 
gone out to meet the presents, with tom-toms and 
music, returned with them, placed in a palanquin. 
When the party entered the Vazhudavur gate, a 
salute of thirteen guns was fired, and another of 
fifteen, when the articles were placed before the 
Governor. 

Tuesday, 10 th April 171^2, or 1st Chittirai of 
Lhtndubhi . — The annual contract was offered to the 
Company’s merchants, and executed by them; the 
share of the old Company’s merchants being for 
2,18,000 pagodas, and that of S6shachala Chetti for 
1,09,000. 

Sunday, 22nd April 17k2, or 13t1i Chittirai of 
Uuiuliibhi . — The ship which went to Manilla from 
this returned, and announced her arrival by the 
firing of ... * guns. The sale there of the 
flowered cloths realized a profit of 150 per cent. ; 
but the blue and coarse cloths, and the long-cloth, 
did not sell well ; the money laid out has, however, 
been recovered. 

Wednesday, \_2nd J May 17 k2, or 23rd Chittirai of 
Dundubhi . — This morning at 9, a flag and kettle- 
drum for the Governor arrived from the Emperor 
of Delhi. The reception accorded to these is de- 
scribed below. The Emperor had sent them prior 
to the Muhammadan feast of the Muharram, but 
they had been detained until now at Ozhukarai, 
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* Blank in the original . 
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as the flag required some repairs, which were 
attended to there. At 5 this morning, the Governor 
proceeded to the Vazhudavur gate, and waited 
there ; whilst the Deputy Governor and other 
members of Council, the factors and other Kuro- 
peans, whether employed in the Company’s service 
or not, and all the native gentry forming the Com- 
pany’s employes, as well as the independent mer- 
chants, accompanied in state by tom-toms, horns, 
drums, etc., went out to Ozhukarai to meet the 
presents. They were escorted by 100 of the 
Company’s peons armed with muskets, and a detach- 
ment of fifty soldiers, the former leading, and the 
latter in the rear. The flag sent by the Emperor 
was carried upon an elephant. The kettle-drum 
presented by him, and other kettle-drums, were 
placed upon the backs of elephants and horses, 
and beaten. An elephant with a howdah stood in 
the centre, so that the Governor could take up a 
position beside it in the procession. The palanquins 
of the Europeans numbered forty or forty-five ; 
their horses ten or twelve ; the palanquins of natives 
eight or nine; their carriages six or seven; and 
the horses which the children of the native gentle- 
men in the service of the Company rode, thirty or 
thirty-five. A procession thus constituted, accom- 
panied by the deputation which had repaired to the 
spot, set out in imposing order for Pondichery. 
Its arrival at the Vazhudavur gate was greeted 
by a salute of twenty-one guns. At 9 — when they 
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reached the Governor’ 3 house — twenty-one guns 
were fired from the fort, which were repeated by 
every ship in the roadstead. After this, the pro- 
cession broke up, and every one returned home. 
The flag and kettle-drum sent by the Emperor 
have been deposited at the western gate of the fort, 
and the latter is being beaten daily. 

Monday, 7 th May 17 k2, or 28th Chittirai of 
Dundubhi . — The marriage of Asarappan, the son of 
Kanakaraya Mudali’s sister, was celebrated this 
night at a watch after sunset. The bride was the 
daughter of the sister of Kanakaraya Mudali’s wife. 
The processions connected with the ceremony com- 
menced on the 24th Chittirai [3rd May]. 

Tuesday, 8th May 17 k2, or 29tli Chittirai of 
Dundubhi . — This morning at 10, Ananta Aiyan 
arrived. He is accommodated at Sunguv&r’s 
garden-house. 

Wednesday, 9th May 1 7k2, or 30th Chittirai of 
Dundubhi . — This morning, a letter was received 
by the Governor, by post, in which it was stated 
that Father Thomas, after he had seen the Governor, 
and had reached Nagalapuram, was taken ill there ; 
and that he went thence to Madras, where he died 
at 5 on the evening of Monday, the 28th of Chittirai 
[7t,h May], 

Sunday, \13thi\ May 17 h2, or 3rd Vaigdsi of 
Dundubhi . — This evening at half-past 5, Captain 
Cordier breathed his last. 
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* Sunday, 25th May 1 7!+2, or 16th Vuigaxi of Dun - 
dubhi . — This morning, the ship Jean Fidon, captain, 
M. de la Villebague ; native captains, Muhammad 
Khan and Jaganivasa Mudali, set sail for Manilla. 


# Sic. But the correct date is apparently Friday, 25th May 1742, or 
15th Vaigasi of Dunaubbi. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

FROM JUNE 5 Tn , 1742, TO APRIL 9 ™, 1743. 

Theft of Company’s goods by lascars — Offenders detected and imprisoned 
— Governor makes presents to merchants — Marandai Mudali confined 
on charge of fraud— Temporally released — Again imprisoned and 
fined — Lascars tried and punished — Arrival of Herciile — Birthday 
of Madame Dupleix — Arrival oiLys — News brought by her regarding 
wars in Europe — Her cargo — Sailing of a ship for China— Marriage 
of Vinayagam Pillai — Reception of Kh an Bahadur- Woman wounded 
when salute fired — Parade in honour of King’s birthday — Expected 
attack on Azhisapakkam — Precautions taken — Conduct of followers 
of Mir Asad — Hostile attitude assumed by him — Beinforcements 
despatched — Measures to recover abandoned property — Nawab and 
Mir Asad addressed — Sailing of Marie Joseph - Her cargo — Birth of 
a son to M. Dupleix— His death — Arrival of A nundapuravi — News of 
murder of Safdar 'Ali Khan — Details of the crime — Treatment of Mir 
Asad— Departure of Fleury — Cargo — Movements of Murtaza 'Ali 
Khan and adherents — Mourning at Madras on account of death of 
Safdar ’Ali Khan — Plans as to succession— Doings of Murtaza ’Ali 
Khan- -Rumoured grant of villages to English— Gover nor proceeds to 
Ozhukarai — Lunar eclipse — Governor elect of Fort St. David passes 
Pondichery — Diarist and another meet and escort him for some 
distance—On way home visit M. Dupleix— Preparations for return 
of Governor — Reception — Arrival of a ship — Her cargo — Arrival of a 
ship with horses — Mir Asad encamps at Vazhudavur — Followers raid 
neighbourhood — Movements of Husain Sahib and others— Depreda- 
tions committed by their troops — Departure of Aeptune — Arrival at 
Ozhukarai of Muhammad Jamal — Kanakaraya Mudali sent to meet 
him — Assaulted by Muhammadan horsemen — Rescued by son-in-law 
of Husain Sahib— Rumours of the outrage current in town— Muham- 
mad Jamal enters Pondichery — Husain Sahib moves camp on approach 
of Nizam — Advance of Nizam — Description of him and sons— His foices 
and those of chiefs accompanying him — Reported object of expedi- 
tion — Area of camp — Mir Asad proceeds to pay his respects — Measures 
for protection of Pondichery — Formation and arming of companies of 
Europeans — Preparations for defence — Return of diarist’s brother — 
Departure of Muhair. mad Shah — Arrival of a ship — Subbaiyan and 
Ganapati Pillai imprisoned — Inventory taken of property of former — 
House placed under seal— Charge against the men — Subbaiyan re« 
leased on bail — Arrival of Jean Fidun — Neptune, on way to Mocha, 
captured by pirateB — Suffers heavy loss — Flight of pirates on approach 
of a Portuguese ship — Neptune towed into Mangalore — Application 
for her release referred to Viceroy at Goa. 
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Tuesday, [, 5th June 1 71+2, or] 26th Vaig&si of 
Dundnbhi . — Three lascars employed in the fort made 
away with some hags of pepper, and after dividing 
the stolen property amongst themselves, sent for the 
bazaarmen, and were weighing it out to them. The 
native watchmen, who observed this, apprehended 
and took them before Muttaiya Pillai. In view of 
the heinous nature of the offence, and of the fact 
that the matter had attained wide notoriety, he at 
once reported it to the Governor. The act was 
no doubt highly culpable. The men secreted three 
bags in all ; two of which contained pepper, and 
the other wax. They carried these across an open 
field behind the town-wall. The Governor was 
much exasperated when he heard of their conduct, 
and ordered them to be imprisoned. In the after- 
noon at 3, two of them were confined — each in a 
dark cell — on either side of the eastern gate, and 
the other in one at the western gate. 

Friday, \_8th June 17k2, or] 29th Vaigdsi of 
Dnnduhhi . — At 8 this morning, the Governor made 
some presents to the old Company’s merchants, and 
to Snngu SSshachala Chetti ; and these were accom- 
panied by a salute of nine guns. Then kanakaraya 
Mudali and T, accompanied by all the servants em- 
ployed by the Company, went to Sunguvar’s counting- 
house. Here S^shachala Chetti made a present to 
each of the visitors, who afterwards departed. 

Monday, 11th Juno 17L2, or 1st Ani of Dundnbhi. 
— Marandai Mudali was. this evening, imprisoned at 
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the court-house in consequence of a petition against 
him, alleging that he had fraudulently represented 
the supply of fire-wood made to the hospital by the 
wife of potter Angan to be four lakhs of billets, 
whilst there were only two ; and that he had thus 
drawn more money from the Company than was due. 

Thursday, 11+th -Tune 1 71,2, or 1+tli Am of I >u ndubhi , 
— This morning, on a recommendation made bv 
Kanakaraya Mudali to the Deputy Governor, 
Marandai Mudali was released from confinement, to 
enable him to attend a marriage at Appu Mudali’ s 
house. 

Sunday, 17th June 171+2, or 7th, Am of Thm- 
dulhi. — Marandai Mudali was taken back to prison, 
along with his elder brother, and both of them 
are under restraint. They have been mulcted in 
a sum of 200 pagodas, but not being able to pay this 
amount, they continue in custody. 

Wednesday, 20th June 171+2, or 10th Ant of 
Dumluhhl. — The three lascars who were in the fort 
jail were, this evening, transferred to the prison 
attached to the court-house. 

Friday, [22nd June 171+2, or] 12th Aui of Dnndu- 
bhi. — The Deputy Governor took his 3eat in court 
at 8, inquired into the case against the three lascars, 
and sentenced them to be whipped. Each, after- 
having been tied to a tree, received fifty lashes ; 
they were subsequently branded with the figure 
of a dog, conducted beyond the limits of the town, 
and left there. They would have forfeited their 
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lives, but for; firstly, the divine mercy, and secondly, 
my intervention. I pleaded hard on their behalf 
with the Governor, and begged that capital punish- 
ment might not be inflicted on them. In conse- 
quence of the regard which he has for me, he was 
unwilling to refuse. 

Sunday,* 23 rd June 171+2, or 13th Ani of Dun - 
dabhi.— The ship Hercule arrived in the roads to-day 
at . . .,f and saluted the fort with fifteen guns. 

This was replied to by a similar number. She is 
bound for Chandernagore. 

This was the birthday of Madame Dupleix. 

Wednesday, 27th June 171+2, or 17th Ani of 
Dunduhhi. — At noon to-day, the ship Lys, captain, 
M. Jean Coublon, reached the anchorage from 
France, and fired a salute of fifteen guns. The 
intelligence brought by her is as follows : — 

There is, at present, no war between the 
French and English. That which raged between 
Spain and England has now somewhat abated. The 
present occupant of the throne of the Austrian 
Empire, having appealed to the King of France, has 
been supplied with a contingent of 80,000 men, by 
means of which he has secured possession of the 
crown. 

It is reported that a communication to this effect 
has arrived by this ship, addressed to M. Dumas, as 
Governor of Pondichery. 


• Sic. But the correct day is Saturday. 


t Blank in the original. 
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Monday, 9th July 1742, or 29th Ant of Duudnbhi . — 
This night at . . . a ship hound for China 

sailed from the roads. 

The marriage of Vinayagam Pillai, tho brother 
of Paras urama Pillai, took place this morning, at 9. 

This evening at 6, I repaired to my choultry 
to attend the wedding of the son of Kuppaiya 
Pandaram. 

[ Tuesday , 10th July 1742, or] 30th Ani o) 
Dimduhht . — I returned to Pondichery this eve nin g 

at 7. 

Friday, \17th ] August 1742, or 5th Avani of Dun- 
duhhi . — This morning at i, Khan Bahadur arrived 
from Madras. Kanakaraya Mudali, Muttaiya Pillai, 
and two Europeans, went as far as Minakshi Ammal’s 
choultry, to meet him. Escorted by them, he 
entered Pondichery by the Madras gate, under a 
salute of seven guns. He repaired to the Gover- 
nor’s garden-house, where accommodation had been 
prepared for him. 

When the salute was fired, a Brahman woman 
was standing in the Brahman street to the north of 
the washermen’s quarter at Muttiyalpettai, outside 
the gate. A . . . ,t which flew from a gun, 

wounded her in one of her knees. She was there- 
upon carried to the gate, where the injury was 
attended to. 
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* Blank in the original. 

f Blank in tho original ; the word is probably “ wad. 
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Friday, [24tli] August 17 42, or 12th Avani of 
Dunduhhi . — This evening, a parade of the soldiers 
was held in honour of the birthday of the King, 
and they fired three volleys. A salute of twenty- 
one guns was fired from the fort, and cannon were 
discharged from all the ramparts, beginning from 
t ha t situated to the south of the sea-shore, up to 
that lying to the north of it. 

Saturday, \25tli\ August 1742, or 13th A rani uf 
Dundublii . — The gaieties continued this morning 
also, and guns were fired. 

This being the birthday of Krishna, the Uriyadi 
festival was celebrated in his honour. 

Wednesday, [ 29th August 1742, or] 17th Avani of 
Dunduhhi . — Having this morning received inti- 
mation that the followers of Mir Asad were about tc 
make an attack upon Azhisapakkam, and intended 
planting their standards there, the Governor 
despatched between 100 and 150 Muhammadans, 
who had fought with success at Mahe, and who 
are employed here as sepoys, to guard the village. 
On certain land at the boundary near Mortandi 
CMvadi, Muttaiya Pillai had caused some millet 
to be cut and carried away, and this provoked the 
raid. 

Sunday, [ 2nd September 1742, or] 21st Avani 
of Dundublii . — The troops of Mir Asad, who are 
encamped at Yazhudavur, have seized and scattered 
on the ground packages of betel-leaves that were 
being brought into the town. 
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Moreover, Mir Asad has written to Conjeeve- Chap 

VIII 

ram, Tiruvottiyfir, and other places within his — ’ 

jurisdiction, and to Ananta Aryan, enjoining upon Heprohi- 
the amaldars * of all villages where cloths are of cloths to 
manufactured for the French, to withhold the supply 
of goods for Pondichery. The weavers at these 
places have advised the Company’s merchants of 
the orders which they have received, and several 
persons of position, friendly to me there, have written 
to the same effect. Consequently, there is a pause 
in the supply of cloths. 

Monday, [ 3rd September 17 If 2, or] 22nd Avani of occupy 
Dnndvlhi. — The enemy have occupied Alankuppam pam- 
— the village granted to Kanakaraya Mudali — and 
have planted their flags there. They threw away 
all the bags of chunam f which were being taken 
to Pondichery. The Governor, who was informed of 
this, despatched thither, after 10 at night, Yird Reinforce- 

x _ ° ments 

Nayakkan, with fifty or sixty Mahe sepoys and four ‘^patched, 
soldiers. 

[ Tuesday , htli September 17 If 2, or] 23rd Avani of Troops 
Dundubln. — This morning about S, the men who had tornTown 
been sent out returned with the consignment of of ie tho" s 
chunam, after having torn down the newly-planted 
flags. Thirty or forty peons have again been sent 
to Alankuppam, to protect it. 

# Under native rule, a collector of the revenue : also a farmer of it, 
with chief authority in his district. 

t Lime generally ; but what, is hove referred to is that prepared 
from bivalve sea shells found in large beds in the back watets existing 
in many places along the coast of Southern India. Plaster made from 

this lime is very white and takes a polish closely resembling marble. 
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The customs-collector of Vazhudavur, who was 
discharging the functions of his office in the last of 
the western row of cloth bazaars, has been expelled 
beyond the boundary hedge of Pondichery. Intelli- 
gence having been received that cloths which were 
being brought into the town from the north had been 
abandoned at Kfivattfir, forty or fifty peons, with 
three native officers at their head, were despatched 
to the spot. 

[ Wednesday , 5th September 17 k-2, or] 2kth Avani 
of Dundubhi. —Intimation was received that consign- 
ments of cloths on the way to Pondichery had been 
stopped at Marikrishnapuram. The toll- col lector 
has been seized, and brought here by . . . * sepoys 
who were despatched thither. 

Thursday, [ 6th September 1722, or] 25th Avani of 
DnnJnbhL — This morning, Tiruvengada Nayakkan, 
with thirty or forty peons, was sent to Tftkkanam- 
pakkam, to fetch the cloths intended for this, which 
were lying scattered about there. 

His Highness the Nawab and Mir Asad have 
both been addressed. No answers have, as yet, 
been received. It is not known what will be done 
after the replies arrive. 

Monday, 8th October 17k2, or 26th Purattmi of 
Dundubhi . — The French ship Marie Joseph, bound 
for Queda, set sail this evening having on board 
. * as captain, and Mamuneyina Marak- 

kSyan as supercargo. The goods shipped were : 


* Blank in the original. 
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Blue cloths, and cloths printed with 

flowers ... ... ... ... 100 hales. 

Clo.ths belonging to the Governor, 

procured through my agency ... 59 „ 

Tobacco ... ... ... ... * candies. 

Opium ... ... ... ... * boxes. 

Wednesday, [1 Oth, October 1 71+2, or] 28th Purattdsi 
of Dundubhi . — About half- past 12 this afternoon, 
the Governor, M. Dupleix, was blessed with a son. 
As soon as he was born, each ship in the roads 
fired a salute of twenty-one guns, and the church- 
bells rang peals for half an Indian hour. But 
the life of the infant was limited to this period, 
and his soul then retired to the feet of God. The 
child was remarkably well developed : he was as 
large as one of a year old. The surgeon who 
measured the body, said that it was full feet 

long, and declared that he had never seen an infant 
of such a size at its birth. 

My sloop Anandnpvravi returned from Colombo 
this afternoon at 1 o’clock. My agents Pir Marak- 
kayan, Muttukumara Pillai, and others, landed. 

f Tuesday, [ 16th October 17 k%, or] 3rd Arppisi of 
Dundubhi . — The following were the tidings com- 
municated by the Company’s peons who came to the 
Governor this morning, a watch after daybreak. 

On the night of Saturday, the 81st of Purattasi 
[13th October], Nawab Safdar ’All Khan lay, after 


Chap. 

VIII. 

1742 , 
Her cargo. 


Birth of 
son to M. 
Dupleix. 


His death. 


Size of the 
infant. 


Ret urn of 

Ananrfa- 

puravi 

from 

Co1oiu1h>. 


* Blank in the original. 

f As regards the entry under this date, vide appendix II. 
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Chap, lie had taken his supper, in the house of Murtaz^ 

vin, 

— ’All Kh an at Yellore. The latter was the Governor 
Murder of of Yellore, and younger son of Baqar ’Ali Khan ; 

Safdar Ali . 

Khan by had married the sister ol Nawab Safdar ’All KMn; 
Ah Kimn an q was, further, his first cousin, being the son of his 
father’s elder brother. He was, therefore, by marri- 
age and consanguinity, theNawab’s nearest kinsman. 
Nevertheless, he stabbed him to death when he 
was in a deep sleep at about 2 in the morning. 
’All Naqi, the son of Taqi Sdhib, who was sleeping in 
the house of Ahmad Muhammad KMn, and who was 
the son-in-law of Nawab Safdar ’ Ali Khan, hearing 
the crfme. °f this, sprang to his feet, and with a drawn dagger 
was hastening to the spot, when a soldier in the 
service of Murtaza ’All KMn wounded him in three 
or four places. Thereupon, ’Ali Naqi fell, and was, 
under the orders of Murtaz! ’Ali KMn, carried for 
treatment to the house of a French surgeon named 
Jacob. Messengers were despatched to Mir Asad, 
to inform him that Nawab Safdar ’All Kir in desired 
to see him at once. In compliance wdtli the sum- 
dwovedlo mons > Mir Asad started, and was repairing to the 
Safdar Ali house of Nawab Safdar ’All Khan, to inquire why he 
had been summoned, when a hundred of Murtaza 
’Ali Khan’s men surrounded him, hit him four 
or five hundred times with slippers and cudgels, 
and dragged him away to Murtaza ’Ali Khan, who 
His we was about to despatch him with his dawer. when 

sa ved. by x o o ■ 

Mohammad Muhammad Husain Khan, the son of Ahmad Tahir 
Khan, interposed, and prevented the murder. This 
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individual urged that the life of Mir Asad should he 
spared, as if it was not, the finances of the state 
would fall into utter confusion. He pointed out 
that he had to render accounts for three years ; 
that he alone had knowledge of the actual arrears of 
pay due to the mounted troops and infantry ; that 
their present ignorance of particulars might involve 
them in endless troubles ; and that he had been 
entrusted with extensive charges, the revenues of 
which had yet to be settled. Thereupon, Mir Asad 
was relegated to confinement, loaded with fetters 
and manacles ; and chains were placed around 
his neck. The accountants of Mir Asad, and the 
partisans of Nawab Safdar ’All KMn, were also 
imprisoned. The Guzerati, Kasi Das Bukkanji, 
who was inclined to side with Naw&b Safdar ’All 
Kh an, was sent for, and kept under a guard. It 
is said that on the way, he was beaten twice or 
thrice by unknown hands. Kaviral Venkatesa 
Chetti, the shroff * of Mir Asad, was also similarly 
treated. 

Letters corroborating the news of the insurrec- 
tion referred to above were received in the houses 
of Chanda Sahib and others here. 

Sunday, 21st October 171/.2, or 8th Arpjnsi of 
Dnndubhi . — The ship Flcnry, captain, M. Brun, set 
sail for France at 10. The cargo shipped consisted 


* A money changer $ a banker : an expert employed to count and 
examine, in view to the detection of anything false, coins received by 
persons dealing in large sums of money. 
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of : packages of coffee, 1,300 ; bales of piece- 
goods, 800; red-wood, 1,000 candies ; and pepper, 
. * candies. M. Ingrand and liis wife 
returned home by her. 

Frihuj , 26 th October 17 k2, or 13th Arppixi of 
Dunilnbhi . — This afternoon at about 1, a letter con- 
taining the following intelligence was received : — - 

Murtaza ’All KM n. Husain Tahir, Hirasat Kh an, 
and others, went from Vellore to Arcot, accom- 
panied by their respective followers, horses and 
elephants, and with great display. Murtaza ’All 
Khan was, at the last-named place, installed as 
Nawab by all his partisans, who paid visits to him, 
and presented nazrs. He now holds the nawfib- 
ship, and has written to all the high officials of the 
state permitting them to continue in their appoint- 
ment^, and bidding them to act in obedience to his 
orders. 

The further development of this revolution has 
to be awaited. 

Tt is reported that Hirasat Kh an, from Satghar, 
paid a visit to the new Nawab with a nazr ; but that 
Taqi Sahib and Muhammad ’All Khan refrained from 
doing so ; and that Safdar Husain Khan, likewise, 
did not go to him. 

The news from Madras is as follows : — 

The death of Nawab Safdar ’All Khan became 
known at Madras on the evening of 3rd Arppisi [16th 


* Blank iu the original* 
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October], and the relatives residing at his house 
there then commenced to bewail his loss. On the 
following day, Mr. Benyon, the Governor of Madras, 
caused the flag in the fort to be hoisted half-mast, 
and sixty minute guns to be fired. The Governor, 
the members of Council, and other gentlemen, clad 
in mourning costume, went in procession to the 
church, attended a service there, and then returned 
to the fort. After this, the Governor’s wife, 
putting on mourning garments, repaired to the 
residence of Nawab Safdar ’All Khan’s widow and 
mother, condoled with them, and returned to the 
fort. Some of the friends of the deceased con- 
template raising his son to the nawabship, and 
are maturing plans to effect this. MurtazA ’All 
Klein, the present Xawab, has written to Kanukoyi 
Krishna] i Pandit, Sambu Das, and Tiruviti Sesha- 
chala Chetti, summoning them to appear before him. 
The first of these intends proceeding to Arcot 
after the Dipavali * feast, and the other two after 
the first has had an interview with Murtaza ’All 
Kh an. 

Another communication has been received statin^ 
that Hirisat Khan took leave, at Arcot, of Murtaza 
’Alt Kh an, and returned to Satghar. 

There is a rumour to the effect that a grant 
of five villages has been made to the English at 


* The lighting of lamps early in the morning of the foirth day of 
the waning moon in October, in commemoration of the slaying of Kara- 
kasura by Krishna. 
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Madras, and one to Adiyappa Myakkan, as speci- 
fied below : — - ... * 

Sunday, [ 11th November 1742, or] 29th Arppisi 
of Dandubhi. — At 8 this morning, the Governor 
and his wife attended service at the church, 
whence they set out for Ozhukarai, under a salute 
of twenty-one guns. The Councillors, Muttaiya 
Pillai, and some others, accompanied them. They 
go with the object of staying there for a month, as 
the water of Ozhukarai is reputed to be wholesome, 
and they are not in good health here. 

Monday, [ 12th November 1742, or] 30th Arppisi 
of Dundubhi. — This night there was a lunar eclipse. 

Tuesday, [ 13th November 1742, or] 1st Kdrtti- 
gai of Dundubhi. — This morning at 7, Mr. Monson, 
who was on his way from Madras to Fort St. 
David, to take charge of the government there, 
passed Pondichery, by the road near the ramparts 
at the western gate. He travelled in company with 
his dubash, Krishnama Myakkan, who had with him 
his younger brother Muttiyalu Myakkan, formerly 
a dub&sh in the service of the late Mr. Hubbard ' 
at Fort St. David, who had betaken himself 
to Madras after his master’s death. Ekambara 
Aiyan and I escorted them as far as Muttirusa 
Pillai’s choultry, where we all dined. In the after- 
noon, they resumed their journey, and we went 
on to Singarikoyil. We spent the night there, 


* Blank in the original. 
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and worshipped the local god ; repaired in the 
morning to Villianallfir, where, again, we worshipped 
the god of the place ; partook of our midday meal 
there ; thence went to Ozhukarai ; and finally, 
after paying a visit to the Governor, returned to 
Pondichery at 7 the same night. 

Sunday, [16th December 17 k2, or] 5th Mdrgazhi 
of Dundubhi . — In view of the return at 6 this 
evening of the Governor from Ozhukarai, the town 
of Pondichery was decorated throughout. The 
route between Devanayaka Chetti’s choultry and 
the mint at Mirapalli was decked everywhere with 
garlands, and was lined on both sides with lights. 
Four rows of these were placed on the ramparts 
at the Villianallur gate, which presented a most 
beautiful appearance. The recently erected resi- 
dence of M. Signard, near the Upparu river, where 
the Governor was to alight, and see some fireworks, 
was decorated. Opposite to this building, and to 
the south of the fort, there was a temporary tower 
for illuminations which had, prior to the birth of a 
son to the Governor, been constructed in view to cele- 
brating that event. This was now repaired, and 
fitted up for a display of lights and fireworks. On 
either side of the interval between this structure 
and M. Signard’ s house, guns were placed, and 
frames fixed for the discharge of rockets. More- 
over, the cloth market in the fort, where it was 
arranged that the Governor should sup, was 
painted anew, otherwise embellished, and supplied 
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with wax-candles, plates, and dishes. Thus, the 
whole town was made ready to give him a fitting 
reception. Ho and his wife having left Ozliukarai 
at G o’clock, arrived at 8. Their retinue consisted 
of an elephant bearing kettle-drums, some horses 
with large drums on their backs, another big ele- 
phant carrying the standard, all the Europeans and 
other gentlemen who had come from Pondichery, 
and Kh an Bahadur, accompanied by the usual 
tokens of honour. They alighted at the house of 
M. Signard, were entertained with an exhibition of 
fireworks, left for the fort at half-past 8, and repaired 
to the cloth market, which was decorated for their 
reception. Here they supped, and were regaled with 
further entertainments. This was a day of great 
festivity and rejoicing. 

Wednesday, [ 26tli December 1752, or] 15th Mdr- 
(fur.hi of Dunduldu. — This morning at 8, a French 
ship . ,* captain ... * arrived with 

the following cargo from Mergui : longcloths 
from Yana m, 18,0U0 ; or 900 scores,! piecegoods, 
rice, and some other merchandise. 

Saturday, [5th January 175 5, or] 25th diary ash i 
of Dundubhi. — A ship from Acheen entered the 
roads on the evening of this day at 7, and fired 
a salute of seven guns. The number of horses 
brought by her was ... * 


• Blank in the original. 

f In the original the word corge ; a mercantile term for a parcel 
of twenty pieces of cotton goods. 
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Wednesday, [ 30th Jan nary 17J+3, or ] 21st Tai of 
Dundvbhi . — Mir Asad, who had been occupying the 
fort at Vellore, came with 1,000 mounted men, to 
that at Ohetpattu, and asked permission of the com- 
mandant to halt there. He refused, and Mir Asad 
went on to the fort at Vazhudavur, where he pitched 
his camp. He wa3 reinforced by a body of 2,000 
cavalry which arrived, from time to time, in small 
detachments of a hundred or two. His 3,000 
horsemen, making Vazhudavftr their head-quarters, 
committed depredations in the surrounding villages. 

Saturday, [ '2nd February 17k3\ or 2hth Tai <f 
Dumlnbhi . — Whilst Mir Asad was thus encamped at 
the fort of Vazhudftvftr, Husain Sahib, and the son 
of Sardar Khan, moved from Arcot to Wandiwash, 
where they were joined by Safdar Husain Khan, 
and a body of 5,000 horse, from Wandiwash they 
marched to the banks of the Tiruvakkarai river, west 
of Vazhudavftr, where they planted their standards. 
The mounted force which followed them ravaged the 
towns and villages on its line of march, setting fire to 
the houses, and plundering the inhabitants of every- 
thing that they possessed. The horsemen occupying 
the fort at Vazhudavur made frequent excursions, and 
spread desolation throughout all the adjoining hamlets 
and villages. Owing to these continued depredations, 
the country was woefully drained, and the inhabit- 
ants, having lost their all, and suffering from want 
and nakedness, dispersed, and fled in all directions. 
The havoc previously committed by the Mahrattas 
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was nothing compared with this. It is true that 
they plundered and pillaged, but the people managed 
to save at least something from their hands, and so 
continued to eke out a living. But now the country 
has been utterly laid waste. Mir Asad continues 
to reside in the fort. Husain SUhib remains in his 
camp on the banks of the Tiruvakkarai. Nobody 
knows what will happen next. 

f . . . February 17k3, or] ... * Tax 

nf Dundubhi . — The ship Neptune, captain, M. du 
Bocage, and supercargoes MM. Courbezatre and 
Desfresnes, set sail from the roads, bound for Mocha. 
The goods which she carried were ... * 

Sunday, 17ih February 17 If 3, or 9tlc Mciui of Dun- 
dubhi.— Muhammad Jamsil, the younger brother of 
Husain Sahib, marched from Vazhudavfir with 500 
cavalry, and having pitched his camp at Ozhu- 
karai, communicated his arrival to the Governor of 
Pondichery. Kanakaraya Mudali was sent to meet 
him. He went to Ozhukarai, had a conversation 
with him, and was returning to Pondichery, when 
at Ellappan Chavadi, a party of forty or fifty 
Muhammadan horsemen, intercepting him, sur- 
rounded his litter. One of these jumped into 
it, caught Kanakaraya Mudali by the waist, and 
threatened him with a drawn dagger. The cause of 
this outrage was as follows. The Muhammadans 
who stopped Kanakaraya Mudali were formerly in 


* Blank in the original. 
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the service of Chamla Sahib. Their pay was in 
arrears, and Chanda Sahib gave them a warrant for 
payment. The party of horsemen which surrounded 
Kanakaraya Mudali threw this document before 
him, and demanded liquidation thereof. They ad- 
dressed him as follows : “ Chanda Sahib’s residence 
is in your town. We hear that you are the Gov- 
ernor of Pondichery. Pay us the money which is due 
on this slip of paper. You may afterwards recoup 
yourself from the inmates of his house. We will 
not leave you until you comply with our demand.” 
One man caught hold of the robe of Kanakaraya 
Mudali; another grasped him by the girdle; and a 
third brandished a dagger over his head. Kanaka- 
raya Mudali was more dead than alive ; his tongue 
was parched; he could not utter a syllable ; and re- 
mained seated in his litter in a state of stupor. The 
news that the Muhammadans were harassing and 
threatening Kanakaraya Mudali reached the ears of 
Husain Sahib’s son-in-law, . ,* who was 

at Ozhukarai. He at once rode to the spot where 
Kanakaraya Mudali was detained, succeeded in 
pacifying the enraged Muhammadans, and in rescu- 
ing him from their hands. With terror in his heart, 
he sped at once from the spot, and did not feel 
himself safe until he had reached the town-walls. 
But the rumour already circulated in Pondichery 
was to the effect that he, whilst on his way back from 
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Ozhukarai, had been seized by the Muhammadan 
horsemen encamped at Ellappan Chavadi ; that his 
hands had been tied behind him ; that his clothes 
had been torn off ; that his palanquin-bearers had 
all been beaten ; that the litter was shattered to 
pieces ; and that it was not known what would 
happen to Ivanakaraya Mudali himself. I fear that 
the worst would have befallen him if the son-in-law 
of Husain Sahib had not come to his assistance. 
Thanks to this intervention, and also to his good 
luck, he escaped with his life. A message was 
afterwards sent from Pondichery to Muhammad 
Jamal, the younger brother of Husain Sahib, at 
Ozhukarai. He came, attended by ten peons, and 
was admitted into the town. His horsemen were 
not allowed to enter, for strict orders had been 
issued to the effect that they should not be permitted 
to do so. He stayed during the night in Pondi- 
chery, and next day returned to his camp. 

[Monday, 18th February 17 43 , or] 10th Musi >if 
Dundublu. — News arrived this evening, that Husain 
Sahib, on receiving intelligence that the Nizam was 
marching towards Arcot, had moved his camp. 

Thursday, Sid February 1743, or 13th Mdsi of 
Dundubhi. — The Nizam, with his sons, kinsmen, and 
nojjles,- advanced — as though the sea was rising 
and flooding the land — with an overwhelming force 
of 70,000 horse and . . . * foot, and with 


* Blank in the original. 
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. * elephants in his train ; and encamped 
in great state at Arcot this morning, a watch after 
sunrise. I describe below the several components 
of this imposing army. The Nizam, himself, is aged 
eighty. He is lean of body, and very fair in colour. 
His eldest son is Nasir Jang, aged thirty. His 
second son is Muhammad S’aid Khan, aged eight. 
These two brothers, when on the march, ride on an 
elephant, and are seated in the same howdah. When 
in camp, they occupy the same tent. The Nizam, how- 
ever, has a riding elephant, all to himself, and lives 
in a separate tent, behind the camp. There is also 
another personage named Jamal-ud-dtn Khan, who 
is reported to be the son of the Nizhm. He is said 
to occupy an equal position with his reputed father. 
He has an elephant for himself', rides beside him, and 
has a separate tent pitched for him adjoining that of 
the Nizam. Close by, there are encamped about forty 
nobles, the most trusted partisans of the Nizam ; and 
also about a hundred officers of state. Two hundred 
elephants are employed in carrying the artillery and 
ammunition. A hundred are laden with the baggage. 
A hundred more bear other articles required by an 
army on the march. A hundred are used to convey 
the guns and their carriages. Yet another hundred 
carry drums and other musical instruments. The 
Nizam’s own horse numbers 20,000. He is followed 
by 10,000 mounted men under various commanders, as 
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also forty officers of state, and 20,000 cavalry. The 
sons of ’ Abd-un Nabi Khan. theNawab of Cuddapali, 
are with the army. Their names are Fath Miyan, 
and Bade Miyan. Their horse numbers 3,000. 
There are also Poligars in the camp. Their names 
are Anukondavaru, Munukondavaru, Pirakattayiir- 
v&ru, Nadikattavaru, Mayisuriva.ru, Kudinadavaru, 
Chittirakandivaru, SiringerivSru, Kangondivaru, 
Anaikoudi vara, Y achamanayani varu , Maddalvaru, 
Ing^vtru, BommardchavS.ru, etc. The army of these 
numbers 5,000 or 6,000 horse and 100,000 foot. The 
number of the Pindhris in the army is beyond cal- 
culation. The distinguished Mahrattas who have 
accompanied the Nizam’s troops are Raja Chandras^n 
and RSjsi NimMlisiyudosi. They have a force of 
20,000 horse. With this array, they proceeded to 
Tirupati, to worship the god of that place. Some 
say that they will march thence, and pass through 
Conjeeveram ; others that they may possibly come 
through the pass. The Nizam’s camp, it is reported, 
extends over a vast area; from the banks of the 
Pennar — taking in Vellore — to the dam of the 
KaWripakkam tank. It is also reported that after 
a stay of fifteen or twenty days at Arcot, he will 
leave his son Nasir Jang there, and move with the 
whole of his forces to Trichinopoly. The object of 
this expedition, it is stated, is to transfer the pos- 
session of Trichinopoly to the Mysorians. Khan 
Bahadur visited the Nizam ; and other distinguished 
men are said to have paid their respects to him, 
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being introduced by Imam Sahib. What will happen 
next is not known. The camp is reported to occupy 
an area of about sixteen square miles. So ran the 
written news from Arcot. 

Saturday, 23rd February 171+3, or 15th Mdsi 
oj Dimdnbhi . — Mir Asad, who was occupying the 
fort at Vazhudavur, struck his tents this morning at 
sunrise, and marched to Arcot to pay his respects to 
the Nizam. 

To-day, by order of the Governor, M. Dupleix, 
drums were beaten in Pondichery, and proclama- 
tions were read in every street inhabited by Euro- 
peans, inviting all of the white population who were 
without employment, to take service in the army. 

Sunday, 21+th February 171+3, or 16th Mdsi 
of Du ndubhi . — The Governor went to the fort at 3 
this afternoon, and enlisted a few soldiers, to whom 
muskets were issued. A corps was also formed of 
the administrative officers, Councillors, factors, and 
other men of rank. These, also, were provided with 
muskets. This body was divided into two com- 
panies ; one under the command of M. de la Metrie, 
and the other under that of M. d’Espremenil. The 
other officers were . . . * 

So, the officers were all appointed, and their 
duties were laid down. The fortifications were next 
put into a state of defence ; cannon were mounted 
on the walls ; and powder and shot were stored at 
convenient spots. 
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Frida?/, [8th March 1U3, or] 29 th * Mad of Dun- 
dubhi. — My brother Tiruvengadam, who had been to 
KumbakSnam to attend the Mamagham festival, 
returned. 

Sunday, [ 31st March 17 hS, or] 21st Panguui of 
Dvndubhi. — The ship Muhammad Shah, captain, M. 
Dubois, and supercargo, M. Maurice, bound for 


Manilla, set sail. 

AniTai ot Saturday, [6th April 17hS, or] 27th Panauni of 

ship from u u 

Manilla. ]) U ndubht.— This morning at 10, a vessel . . . f 

from Manilla came to an anchor here, after 
touching at Chandernagore, and announced her 
arrival by a salute of . . . t guns, 

subbaiyan At half-past 4 this afternoon, Subbaiyan, who was 
fmprSnid. employed in the fort, was committed to custody 
there. At the same time, Ganapati Pillai, the son 
of Venka Pillai, was confined in the cell attached to 
the court-house. At about 6, M. d’Espremenil, 
inventory M. . . . ,t Kanakaraya Mudali, and Muttaiya 

offormer Pillai, repaired to the house of Subbaiyan, took an 
undersli inventory of all his property — such as boxes, bell- 
metal vessels, and other utensils — locked them up 
in a room, sealed the house, and detailed some of 
the Company’s peons and watchmen to guard it. 
SdSbf They departed thence at half-past 9. The charge 
twomen. ao . a i ns t the two men is the following : Some 
three months ago, Kanakaraya Mudali, to whom 
the Company owed some money in connection 


* Sic. Bat the correct date is 28th. 
t Blank in the original. 
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with the dyeing of cloths blue, deputed Ganapati 
Pillai to draw the amount from M. Cornet. This 
gentleman paid 3,200 pagodas in fanams, and took 
a receipt from Ganapati Pillai. Kanakaraya Mudali, 
to whom the latter delivered the amount, asked him 
why he had brought fanams instead of, as usual, 
rupees, and bade him return the money. But M. 
Cornet declined to receive it back, and told Gana- 
pati Pillai to lodge it with Subbaiyan. The amount 
was accordingly left in the custody of Subbaiyan. 
This man has appropriated to his own use about 
2,000 pagodas of the money entrusted to his care. 

He however was set at liberty on the following 
day, after executing a bond for the payment of the 
amount misappropriated. 

Tuesday, [ 9th April 171+3, or] 30th Panguni of 
Dundubhi . — The Jean Vvlon, French captain, M. de 
la Villebague, and native captain, Jaganiv&sa Mu- 
dali, arrived at Pondichery at 8 this morning, from 
Manilla. The captains landed at 9. 

It is reported that the flowered cloths and chintz 
brought a good price, but that there was no demand 
for blue cloths. Consequently, a supercargo has been 
left at Manilla in charge of the goods remaining 

unsold. The following cargo is on board the ship 
* 

The further tidings brought by her are as follows : 
“ The Neptune, commanded by M. du Bocage, with 
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supercargoes, M. Courbezatre and M. Desfresnes, 
which left Pondichery in Tai [February] last, 
bound for Mocha, went first to Mahe. There, she 
took in a cargo of pepper and cardamoms. She 
next set sail for Mocha, and when nearing that port, 
was surrounded by five or six pirate-ships. The 
crew fought as well as they could, and fired cannon 
and muskets at the enemy, but did no damage to 
their opponents. The pirates closed with the Nep- 
tune, and boarded her. At the sight of them on 
the deck of their ship, her crew were terror-stricken, 
and stood motionless. The pirates proceeded to seize 
them; on which M. Courbezatre jumped into the 
sea, but was cut down by the enemy who were on 
the lower deck. The pirates next dealt M. du Bocage 
five or six severe sword-cuts on the head. The 
left arm of M. Lhostis was cut off. M. Barville was 
wounded in the breast by two musket balls. During 
the scuffle, M. Desfresnes escaped, and hid himself 
in a big chest. He was, however, discovered, and 
carried on board a pirate vessel. Many lives were 
lost in this encounter. The surrender of the 
Neptune is to be attributed to the small number of 
French sailors that manned her. A Portuguese 
ship from Europe, sailing by, observed the combat 
between the Neptune and the pirates, and ap- 
proached to ascertain the cause. On discovering 
that it was with pirates, those on board the Portu- 
guese ship loaded their cannon to fire on them, 
but the pirate crew left the Neptune, and escaped. 
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The Portuguese then took the ship in tow, and 
brought her to Mangalore, where she is now detained. 
The French at Mahe have written in friendly terms 
to the Portuguese asking that the vessel may be 
released. The latter have communicated with the 
Viceroy at Goa. There, matters rest at present, 
and the vessel is still at Mangalore.” Thus ran 
the contents of the letter which M. Dupleix received 
by the ship from Manilla. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

FROM MAY 8 Tn , 1743, TO FEBRUARY 3 rd , 17 U- 

Three Englishmen arrive at Nainiya Pillai’s choultry — Diarist, inviting 
their dnbash to Pondichery, entertains him — Gopala Narana Aiyan 
imprisoned — Presents to Governor from Nizam — Arrival of Keptune 
— Contracts for supply of goods to Company — Diarist enters into 
similar agreement — Arrival of ship from Bnssorah — Letter from King 
to Governor — Rejoicings on publication of this —Execution of a thief 
— Arrivals of P he nix and Ar.jonaute — Arrival of Portuguese ship — 
Alleged to carry vast treasures — Leasing of villages near Pondichery 
— Diarist stands security for renters — Paramanandan, a slave-dealer, 
imprisoned — Commissioned by M. Soude to procure slaves — He kidnaps 
them — Matter detected — M. Soude seeks to hush it up — Report made 
to Governor — Paramanandan imprisoned, and M. Soude dismissed — 
Arrival of ship from France — Kanakaraya Mudali brings presents to 
M. Dupleix in honour of approaching marriages of his daughters— 
Arrival of Mir Ghulam I.Iusain — Gifts made by diarist and others on 
account of the coming marriages— Marriages of the ladies— Subse- 
quent festivities— Presents to Governor from Safdar Husain Ivhan — 
Departure of Mir Ghulam Husain — Treaty between Nizam and 
Morari Rao — Tiichinopoly transferred to former — Consideration for 
this— Remarks touching the parties concerned — Letter from Imam 
Ssthib to Governor confirms report of treaty — Consequent rejoicings 
—Presents from Trichinopoly — Diarist follows Governor to Azhisa- 
pakkam — Arrivals of ships from Chandernagore, Bussorah, and Mas- 
careigne — Gopala Narana Aiyan detained in house of chief of peons 
for debt — Presents from Nizam to Governor — State reception of these 
—Sailings of St. Pieire, Phenit, Xeptune, and Fleury — Nizam quits 
Trichinopoly — Release and departure of Gopala Naiana Aiyan— 
Diarist summoned by Governor — Dispute as to claim against him for 
taxes — Governor rules that he must pay — Questions claim of diarist 
to salt-tax in a certain village — Allows M. Febvrier to settle matter — 
Proceeds to Mortam'i Chava'd— Rouse built there by him— Death of 
M. Tanch6, member of Council — Governor attends funeral — Diarist 
goes ont. to meet Ramakrishna Das— Sends Muttaiya Mudali as agent 
to Karikal — Who, encountering evil omens, returns— News from 
Arcot — Return of Governor— Drunken fight between two members 
of Council — Appearance of star in daylight — Fall of meteor — Governor 
orders that all officials shall build houses at Mortandi Chavadi — 
Names this Dupleixpettai — Governor of Fort St. David halts at 
diarist’s choultry — Rumour that Mr. Morse becomes Governor, and 
Mr. Monson, Deputy Governor at Madras — Appearance of comet — 
Alarm caused — Diarist summoned by Governor— Honour publicly 
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conferred on him under a salute — Embarkation of Mr. Benyon, late 
Governor of Madras, for England — Assumption of government by 
Mr. Morse — Visit of Governor elect of Fort St. David — Diarist 
entertains his dubash, and gives him presents. 

[Wednesday], 8th [May] 171+3, or 29th CMttirai of 
Rudrotkari . — Three Englishmen from Madras, who 
were carrying presents to the Nizam, and were 
on their way to his camp accompanied by their 
clerk, chief dubash Venkatachala Aiyan, Chinna 
Uddandi Mudali, and some peons, halted atNainiya 
Pillai’s choultry. Of these, the clerk, and the chief 
dubash Venkatachala Aiyan, repaired to my garden- 
house, west of Pondichery. Happening to meet the 
latter in the course of taking my airing, I invited 
him to my residence. As there was a lunar eclipse 
that night, he came into the town to perform his 
ablutions, and in compliance with my invitation, 
remained at my house. I treated him to a banquet 
and some other entertainments, and presented him 
with an Acheen horse and four jewelled ornaments. 
He then took leave of me, and at 5 on the fol- 
lowing morning, as soon as the town-gate was 
opened, he departed. 

[Thursday], 9th, [May] 171+3, or 30th CMttirai of 
Rudrotkari . — Last Monday morning at 6, some Mahe 
sepoys seized Gopala N arana Aiyan, and brought 
him over to Pondichery. He was in debt to 
S^sMchala Chetti. The latter had therefore been to 
Cuddalore, to demand of him payment of the money 
due, and was about to cause him to be imprisoned 
there, by laying the matter before the Governor. 
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Having an inkling of this, Gopala Ndrana Aiyan 
betook himself to Marikrishndpuram. Seshacliala 
Chetti, who was at Cuddalore, thereupon wrote to the 
Governor, and sought his protection against a pos- 
sible attack on him by his debtor, on the way back 
to Pondichery. Twenty or thirty Mahe sepoys were 
consequently detailed to arrest Gopala N arana Aiyan. 
They accordingly proceeded to M ar i k r i shnapura m, 
and lay in ambush. At the time of the eclipse on 
Sunday night, Gdpdla NArana Aiyan, attended by 
his eldest son and five or six peons, repaired to the 
beach to perform his ablutions in the sea, when the 
Mah<5 sepoys and the Company’s peons fell upon 
and seized him. For a while, his son resisted, and 
attacked one or two of the sepoys, but fifteen or 
twenty wounds inflicted on his person by them with 
their swords, brought him to a sense of his powerless- 
ness. GSpUla N arana Aiyan was then apprehended, 
and he, alone, was taken to Pondichery. The Gov- 
ernor, to whom the seizure was reported, ordered his 
confinement at the house of Muttaiya Pillai. 

At 7 this morning, presents consisting of an 
Arab horse and four jewelled ornaments arrived 
from the Nizam, who is investing Trichinopoly, 
They were received with the honours mentioned 
below. The following persons set out from the 
fort to meet them : the Governor, the Deputy Gov- 
ernor, M. Dulaurens and the remaining members of 
Council, some other European gentlemen, Kanaka- 
raya Mudali, Muttaiya Pillai, the sons of Seshacliala 
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Chetti, and a few other men of position amongst the 
natives, — an array of about sixty palanquins and 
twenty or thirty horses being the result. The 
display included an elephant bearing a standard and 
kettle-drums, 200 soldiers, a band with pipes and 
drums, 100 Mahtj sepoys armed with muskets, police 
peons, and musicians playing upon horns, drums, 
and tom-toms. Native merchants, also, were in 
attendance; some seated in their palanquins and 
carriages, and others on horseback. The Governor, 
M. Dupleix, alighted at a tent pitched beyond the 
town-gate, but the others continued onwards, and 
met the party which was bringing the gifts from 
Ozhukarai, where it had halted. The deputation 
from Pondichery escorted it to the tent occupied by 
the Governor, who on the arrival of the presents, rose 
to his feet, and received them with his own hands. 
A salute of twenty-one guns was then fired from the 
ramparts. The whole assembly rose when the four 
jewelled ornaments were placed in the palanquin 
belonging to the Governor. By the side of this was 
the Arab horse which formed one of the gifts. In 
the rear was stationed a coach drawn by six horses, 
into which the Governor, the Deputy Governor, M. 
Dulaurens, and one or two other members of Council, 
entered. The procession, arranged in this order, 
resumed its march into the town with all the pomp 
of kettle-drums and other demonstrations already 
mentioned. The entry of it within the gate was 
announced by the discharge of twenty-one guns, and 


Chap. IX. 
1743. 


Reception 
of these. 


Ceremonies 
on the 
occasion. 



224 


Ananda RANGA PIWATS diart. 


Chap. IX. 

1743. 

Arrival of 
Neptune 
from 
Mocha, 


Contracts 
for supply 
of goods 
to the 
Company . 


Diarist 

visiting 

Governor 

makes 

contract 

for goods. 


Arrival of 
ship from 
Bossorah. 


Letter to 
Governor 
from King 
of France. 


when it reached the Governor’s house, a similar 
number was fired by the fort ; and also by the ship. 

Monday, 13th May 17 If 3, or 3rd Vaigasi of Rudrot- 
Icdri . — The ship Neptune, which went from this to 
Mocha returned this morning. The tidings by this 
vessel are . . . * 

Thursday, 16th May 17J/-3, or 6th Vaigasi of 
Ttud rothdri . — This morning at 10, the merchants 
of the old Company executed the usual annual con- 
tract, and were paid 5,000 pagodas. No presents 
were made to them. This evening, S^sMchala 
Chetti also entered into a contract with the Com- 
pany, as in the previous year. 

Friday, 17th May 17 k 3, or 7th Vaigasi of Rudrot- 
hdri. — -T his morning, I paid a visit to the Governor, 
and settled with him the terms of my contract for 
the supply ol goods. At noon I executed an agree- 
ment to supply the Company with cloths, as in the 
preceding year. 

Friday, [ 31st May 17 If-3 , or] 21st Vaigasi of Rudrot- 
kari . — This afternoon at 2, a ship from Bussorah 
arrived in the roads, and fired a salute of nine guns. 
Her name is . . . ,* and the cargo on board 

consists of ... * 

Saturday, [1st June 17 h3, or] 22nd Vaigasi of 
RudrdtJcdri . — A letter arrived, from Surat, by land, 
at 5 in the evening. It was from the King of the 
French, and was sent overland from France to Surat. 


Blank in the original. 
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It stated that the Emperor of Austria had died, an d 
that there being no successor to the throne, about a 
dozen claimants, who were formerly subject to him, 
had come forward to dispute the succession. The 
King of France thereupon sent an army of 25,000 
troops, to establish the nearest heir of the Emperor 
on the throne. The object of the expedition was 
attained, and the French army was returning to 
France, when it was opposed by a force of 80,000 
men, sent by two or three kings who were inimical 
to the new Emperor. The French having killed 
20,000 or 25,000 of the enemy, and defeated and 
dispersed them, marched back to their country. 
The letter which conveyed these glad tidings was 
received on the evening of Saturday, and was read 
with satisfaction by the Governor. 

Muttaiya Pillai proceeded with his family to-day 
to Tiruppappuliyfir, to attend the local festival. He 
went by boat, and the others by land. 

Sunday, [2nd .June 17 k-3, or 23rd Yaigdsi of 
B’idrdtkdrif — At 8 this morning, the Governor, his 
co-administrators, and other persons of rank, repaired 
to the church. After the service was over, the royal, 
letter was read, and made public ; and thanks- 
givings were offered on behalf of the king. Salutes 
were fired, both from the fort, and by the ships lyino- 
in the roads, and these marked this day as one of 
rejoicing . . . * 
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. [Wednesday, 5th June 174-3, or] 26th Vaigdsi of 
Kuil rot kdri. — This afternoon at 4, a man who had 
committed theft in the house of a "Muhammadan at 
Mirapalli was executed on the gallows in front of 
the court-house. 

Smut a//, 16th June 77 43, or 6th Ani of Rudrotkdri . — 
The ship Pln'nix, captain, M. Brossay, arrived this 
morning from France. The number of boxes of 
silver on board her is ... * 

Monday, 17th June 1743, or 7th Ani of Rvdrdt- 
kdri . — The Argonaute, captain, M. Aubin, reached 
this from France to-day. The boxes of silver 
received by her numbered ... * 

A Portuguese ship arrived this day. She is 
the same that came in the year Pramadicha [1733] 
from Goa to Porto Novo, and was laden at the latter 
place with merchandise. It is reported that she has 
on board vast quantities of silver and gold. M. 
Moullineau is the captain and supercargo. 

Tuesday, 25th June 1743, or loth An! of Rudrnt - 
kdri. — This day, the villages forming the suburbs 
oF Pondiehery, and Murungappfikkam, were leased 
for five years, at a yearly rental of 944 pagodas 
and 751 pagodas, respectively, to Kumara Pillai, 
Mini Nayakkau, Chaudramadi Pillai, and Ella Pillai. 
These four men asked me to stand surety for them, 
and I accordingly signed the lease with them. It 
runs for five years, from July 1743. 


* Blank in the original. 
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There was a remarkable occurrence this day. 
The slave-dealer, Paramanaudau, was arrested, and 
cast into the fort prison, with chains on Iris wrists and 
ankles. M. Soude, who serves under M. [Cornet *] 
the keeper of the warehouse in the fort, commis- 
sioned Paramanaudau to bring' him slaves, and gave 
him a certain sunt of money for that purpose. Para- 
manandan sent out his men to collect these ; they 
purchased some, and inveigled others into their 
clutches. They either mixed some deleterious 
material in the lime which their victims used with 
their betel and nut, or placed them under a spell by 
means of the magic paint which they carried in a 
box in their hands, and then overpowering them, re- 
duced them to slavery. Many slaves were thus 
acquired, and brought into Pondichery. The way in 
which the matter became known to the authorities 
was this. One Manilla Malaiyappan, who lived in 
Pondichery, and had no employment, used to visit 
Paramanaudau. He observed what was going on, 
and communicated it to Irusappa Mnttu Chetti 
and Kiulaikkara Rangappan. They went, with four 
other C’hettis, to the place where the slaves were 
confined, and on the plea of inspecting the horses 
which were there for sale, entered the building where 
the captives, consisting of four Chetti men and o no 
Chetti woman, were. These claimed relationship 
with the visitors, ran to them, fell at their feet, 

* Blaiik in the original. 'ihvre ia no doubt fiom packages elsewhere 
that- the miaaiBg name ia Cornet. 
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Chap. ix. and wept. On being questioned, one man said that 
1743. he was inveigled into the building, on promise of 
ki.in'ipphlg being employed as a cooly to carry a bag, and that 
when he entered his head was shaved, and fetters 
were placed on his legs. Another stated that he 
was offered betel, lightly smeared with lime, to chew, 
and that when he partook of it he was seized with 
giddiness, and was led away. A third individual 
said that he was asked to come into the building, 
to see an entertainment, and that as soon as he 
entered it, he was made a captive and his head 
was shaved. The visitors also learnt how the 
persons engaged in the slave traffic had enticed 
wood-cutters and grass-cutters into the building, on 
pretence of buying the articles which they had to dis- 
pose of. It further transpired that these kidnappers 
possessed a house in a village near Tranquebar, 
and that they were in the habit of alluring thither 
the people living in the hamlets to the west of that 
place. Batches of fifty or a hundred individuals 
Treatment were imprisoned, at one time, in the building. They 
kidnapped. were conveyed, during the night, in a boat to Ari- 
yankuppam, where they were confined in a house 
belonging to Paramanandan. Here their heads 
were shaved, black cloths were given them to wear, 
and each individual had a fetter placed on one leg. 
During the night, they were removed again, and 
brought to the house of M. Soude, where they were 
put into the slave prison until a vessel came to take 
them away . When it arrived, they were placed in 
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boats, and carried on board. This occurred three or chap. ix. 
four times, but these proceedings have not transpired 1743. 
until now, when they were brought to light by 
Irusappa Muttu Chetti, and Rangappan. These 
men went to M. Soude, and stated to him that many 
persons had been kidnapped, and confined as slaves 
in the building, and that there were some amongst 
the number, who were known to them. They asked 
for an inquiry. M . Soude stated that he had bought m. soude 
all the people with his own money, but nevertheless ^^ e sed 
he held an investigation, and ascertained that there thinJ ' 
were five persons who had been entrapped under 
false pretences. He sent them away to Kanaka- 
raya Mudali, who passed them on to Irusappa 
Muttu Chetti. The latter, fearing the consequences, 
refused to receive them. Thereupon, M. Soude Seeks to 

lmve the 

came to see Kanakaraya Mudali, Seshachala Chetti, g*£S up _ 
Irusappa Muttu Chetti, and me, at our respective 
houses, and entreated us to settle the affair quietly. 

We refused to interfere, stating that it was not 
any longer possible to hush things up. Kanakaraya 
Mudali went in the morning to the Governor, Occurrence 

reported to 

and reported the v r hole matter. Some of the Com- Governor, 
pany’s peons were sent to bring Paramanandan . 

When they called out for him at his house, one 
Arulanandan, who was within, escaped by scaling 
the walls of the backyard, and hid himself in the 
Mission Church. Paramanandan, however, was Parama- 

- * nandan 

arrested and taken to the tort prison. M. Soude ^§ r if ned 
was dismissed from his appointment ; M. Cornet, his SiLed. 



230 


AN AND A RA NO A PILLAI'S DIARY. 


Chap. IX. 


1743. 


Arrival of 
ship from 
France. 


Kanaka- 
ray a Mudali 
brings 
presents to 
M. Dupleix, 
in honour 
of approach- 
ing 

marriages 
of his 
daughters. 


Arrival 
of Mir 
Ghulam 
Husain. 

Diarist 
sends gifts 
on account 
of the 
coming 
marriages. 


Seshacliala 
Chetti doe 
the same. 


superior officer, was sent for, and directed to take 
charge of accounts, etc., from him ; and another 
European was appointed as his successor. 

Fruity, 5th July 17 k3, or 25th Ani of Rndrot- 
kari. — This afternoon at about 2, a ship arrived from 
France. The news brought by her is . . . * 

Sunday, 21st July 17 U3, or 9th Adi of Rudrotkdri. 
— At 7 this evening, Kanakaraya Mudali took to the 
house of the G overnor some presents in honour of 
the marriages of his daughters, f which are shortly 
to take place. They consisted of rolls of silk valued 
at . . . , * fruit, etc., worth ... * 

Mir Ghulam Husain arrived this evening at 5, 
on his way to the camp, from the fort at Gingee. 

Monday, 22nd July 17^3, or 10th Acli of RudroU 
kiiri. — This evening at 7, my presents on account 
of the approaching weddings of the two daughters 
of the Governor were conveyed from my residence 
to that of the Governor, borne by sixty or seventy 
men accompanied by tom-toms, music, torches, 
and a display of fireworks. My gifts were the 
following ... * 

Tuesday, 23rd July 17k3, or 11th Adi of Rudrot- 
kdri.-- The Company’s merchant Seshacliala Chetti 
despatched at 7 this evening his presents of fruit 
and other articles. 


* Blank in the original. 

t These were the step-daughters of II. Dupleix— the Mesdemoisclles 
Vincena, 
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Wednesday, 2l+th July 171+3, or 12th Acli of 
HadrotMri. — A gift of four jewelled ornaments 
was received this morning at 8, from Taqi Sahib, 
who is at Wandiwash. 

The merchants of the old Company, at 7 this 
evening, conveyed some presents, including fruit 
etc., to the Governor’s house. 

Thursday, 25th July 171+3, or 13th Acli of Rudrot- 
hclri. — Muttaiya Pillai sent to the residence of the 
Governor at 7 this evening, the following gifts : 
viz., a pair of golden neck chains, valued at 50 
pagodas, two rolls of silk valued at 20 pagodas, 
sugar, sugar- candy, grapes, almonds, nutmegs, mace, 
cloves, fruit, rice, beans, sheep, fowls, and some 
other articles, at an aggregate cost of 30 pagodas ; 
making in all 100 pagodas. 

Friday, 26tli July 171+3, or 11+th Acli of Rudrothdri. 
— The cloth bazaar merchants took some presents 
at noon, the total value of which was ... * 
Salatu Venkatdchala Chetti sent this evening, 
offerings, including fruit, worth Rs. ... * 

Saturday, 27th July 17 1+3 f or 15th Acli of Rud rot- 
led n. — The gifts from Guntur Ravanappa Chetti, pre- 
sented at noon, amounted in value to Rs. . . . 

and those which Bade Sahib made this evening; con- 
sisted of . . . * Tarwadijf also took some 

presents to-day to the Governor. 


* Blank in the original. 

f A Marwari banker, agent of Kasi Daa Bukkanji. 
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Sunday, 28th July 17 k3, or 16th Adi of Rndrdt- 
kari. — The Governor received presents to-day from 

the son of Chanda Sahib ; from the mint officers, 

* 

who carried the gifts from Melugiri Pandit’s house ; 
and at 9 o’clock at night, from the petty bazaar 
merchants. 

Monday, 29t,h July 1 71+3, or 17th Adi of Rudrdt- 
Mri. — This morning at 8, the two brides, each 
seated in a palanquin, proceeded from the Gov- 
ernor’s house to the church in the fort, under cover 
of a recently erected leaf canopy. They were 
escorted by all the European ladies and gentlemen, 
who were on foot. When they entered the church, 
guns without number were tired. After the brides 
and bridegrooms had exchanged rings, and other 
ceremonies had been performed at the fort, they 
returned at about half-past 8. The total expenses 
incurred by the Governor, including the charges for 
the banquet to-day, were ... * pagodas. At 
night, the fort and the walls of every house within its 
precincts were illuminated. From half-past 6 to 8, 
there was a display of fireworks, and the festivities 
terminated with a ball, in which all the European 
ladies and gentlemen took part. 

Tuesday, 30th Ju ly 17 f 3, or 18th Acli of Rudrdt- 
kari. — All the Europeans were entertained at a ban- 
quet, at noon to-day. To-night again, there was an 
exhibition of fireworks. Frames for rockets were 


* Blank in the original. 
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erected to the south of the fort, and the temporary Chap. ix. 
tower was also fitted up for fireworks. Innumerable 1743 . 
rockets were discharged from beneath the latter. 

The Europeans amused themselves with the spectacle 
until 8 o’clock, and then repaired to the Governor’s 
house where this night, also, there was a ball. 

Wednesday, [ 31st July 1743, or] 19th Adi of Ru- ®" t 1 e t rtain ’ 
drdtlcdri. — There was a nantch at night, at the house SoTeVnor to 
of the Governor, and all the merchants and persons and others, 
of position who had made gifts in honour of the wed- 
dings, as well as all the employes of the Company, 
were invited, and were given lavish presents. The 
entertainment was of the most delightful character. 

* The mace-bearers, as also three or four men, were 
seized by the hands, were forced to bend forward, 
and were thumped on their necks.* 

Thursday, [_lst August 1 7k 3, or] 20th Acli of a Moghui 
Undrdtkchi. — This forenoon at 1 1, a Moglnd who mSs him 
had come to the Governor from Villianallur for 
the wedding visited me. I presented him with a 
roll of broad-cloth, rose-water, betel, and arecanut. 

Having expressed his thanks, he took leave of me. 

Some presents were received to-day, also, by the 
Governor. They were from . , . f 

Monday, [ 5th August 174-3, or] 24th Adi of Rndrot- Presents 

v “ " / J ' from Safdar 

kdri. — This evening at 5, four pieces of jewellery 
sent by Safdar Husain Kh an from Kalavaikk6ttai, c °' ein01 ' 


* What this passage means is not at all clear. The translation Is 
however an accurate one. 

+ Blank in the original. 
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for presentation to the Governor, arrived. A party, 
accompanied by musicians, went out to meet them. 
When they were placed before the Governor, 

. * guns were fired. 

Tuesday, \6th August 1743, or] 25th Adi of 
Rndrdtkdri . — This morning at 7, Mir Ghulam Husain 
came to my house, to take leave of me. I went as 
far as the front door to meet him, conducted him 
within, and presented him with two rolls of broad- 
cloth, and four bottles of rose-water ; and made 
to . . who accompanied him, the following 

gifts ... * He then repaired to his house at 
Mirapalli, and thence set off at once for his camp. 

Sunday, 1st September 1743, nr 20th Irani of 
Rndrdtkdri . — New s arrived last night from the 
camp of Asaf JAh, f to the effect that a treaty had 
been concluded between him and MorSri Rao. By 
this, the Mahratta chieftain evacuated the fort of 
Trichinopoly, and Asaf Jah, with his men, occupied 
it on the morning of Thursday, 17th Avani [29t,h 
August], and hoisted on the citadel the flag of the 
Emperor of Delhi. Kettle-drums were beaten, to 
announce the taking of possession by the Muham- 
madans. By the same treaty, Asaf Jah agreed to 
put Morari Rao in possession of the hill-fort of 
Penukonda, which lies away to the northward ; 
to assign lands round about the fort, for the 


* Blank in the original. 

t Nizam-ul-mnlk of Hyderabad, formerly known as Chin Qulieh K] an, 
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support of the mansubdar* commanding ! ,000 horse, 
who will be appointed as the governor of it ; and to 
supply Morari Rao with two lakhs of rupees, for the 
payment of his troops. Morari Rao, having obtained 
from Asaf Jah the requisite guarantees for the 
fulfilment of the agreement, delivered into his hands 
the fort at Trichinopoly. These tidings were com- 
municated to me by some men from Mir Gfhulam 
Husain, who brought the draft which I had to pay to 
Kfisi Das Bukkanji. There is no doubt that these 

A 

tidings are true. Morari Rao — thanks to Asaf Jah, 
who invested the fort of Trichinopoly, and carried 
on operations for some six or seven months, with 
a semblance of reality, but without ever actually 
offering battle — has acquired repute as a soldier. 
By these means Asaf Jah, who is an astute man, 
gained his object, but at the same time Morari Rao 
gathered renown. 

Monday, [2nd September 171+3, or] 2 Its l Avani 
of Riulrdthiri. — A letter addressed to the Governor 
by Imam Sahib from Asaf Jah’s camp arrived at 
Pondichery, at 6 in the morning. This confirmed the 
tidings referred to above. It stated that a treaty had 
been concluded between Asaf Jah and Morari Rao ; 
that the latter evacuated the fort at Trichinopoly on 
the morning of Thursday, 17th Avani [29th August] ; 
and that the former entered with his followers, 


* A military commander who maintained nominally a fixed number 
of troops in return for an allotment of lands ( Janir ), or a money 
allowance. 
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hoisted, the flag of the Emperor of Delhi on the citadel, 
and caused the kettle-drums to be beaten. The Gov- 
ernor, who was delighted on reading the letter, at once 
held a grand parade, and caused three salvoes to be 
fired. He also sent for the commander of the artil- 
lery, and directed him to discharge all the guns in 
the fort three times ; viz., in the morning, at midday, 
and in the evening. The Governor next ordered that 
the flag should be kept flying at the fort, from sunrise 
to sunset, and directed the kettle-drummers to beat 
their instruments from morning until evening. In 
pursuance of these orders, three salvoes were fired 
in the morning. Immediately afterwards, all the 
guns hi the fort and on the ramparts of the town 
thundered out once. The kettle-drums were also 
beaten. At midday, only the guns of the saluting 
battery at the fort were fired. In the evening,- a 
similar salvo was discharged ; the kettle-drums were 
beaten, and the trumpets sounded. Thus, this day 
was passed in great rejoicing. 

[Wednesday j, 1+th September 17k3, or 23rdAvant 
of Rudrdtkdri . — The following presents arrived from 
Trichinopoly ... * 

The Governor departed this evening at 5, for 
Azhisapakkam. I followed him at 6. I intend 
staying at Ariyankuppam for a day to see the 
festival f there, which the Christians celebrate for 


* Blank in the original. 

t This festival, which is celebrated by Native Christians, is still held 
at Ariyankuppam. 
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ten days in magnificent style ; rivalling that for the 
same period of the Hindu temples. 

[Friday'], 6th September 17 'US, or 25th A card of 
Rudrdtkdri . — I returned at 6 this morning, to Pondi- 
chery. 

Tuesday, 17th September 17k3, or 5th Purattdsi 
of Rudrdtkdri . — A vessel arrived this morning at 
10, from Chandernagore, and another at 11, from 
Bussorah. The names of these are ... * 

This evening at 6 a ship named . . . * reached 

the roads, from Mascareigne. 

Friday, [27th September 17 d3, or] 15th Purattdsi 
of Rudrdtkdri. — To-day is Navaratri. 

Saturday, [28th September 17 k-3, or] 16th Purattdsi 
of Rudrdtkdri, Vijayadesami . — This morning at 8, 
Gropala Narana Aiyan, who had been confined in a 
dark cell in the fort, was transferred to the house of 
Muttaiya Pillai, where he is now in custody. Of the 
sum of 6,000 pagodas due by him to Seshachala 
Chetti, he has paid 1,000, and he will continue, as at 
present, under restraint until he clears the balance. 

Wednesday, 9th October 17 h3, or 27th Purattdsi 
of Rudrdtkdri . — The presents sent by His Highness 
the Nizam were received at 7 this morning. 
When they reached Ozhukarai, their arrival was 
announced to the Governor, who thereupon caused 
a tent to be pitched beyond the Villianallfir gate. 
He repaired to this, and sent a deputation out to 
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* Blank in the original. 
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meet them. They were brought in a palanquin to 
the tent where the Governor was waiting. He then 
rose to his feet, and received them with his own 
hands, under a salute of forty guns. Preceded by 
a guard of soldiers, an elephant bearing the stand- 
ard of the Emperor of Delhi ; and by kettle-drums, 
cornets, drums, tom-toms, cymbals, and other musical 
instruments, sending forth their music, the Gover- 
nor marched along with the presents into the town. 
When these arrived at the outer gate of the fort, a 
salute of forty guns was fired, and this was- repeated 
when they reached the Governor’s house. They 
consisted of four jewelled ornaments, and . . .* 

Sunday, 20th October 171+3, or 8 th Ary pin of Rud- 
rdtkdri. — The ship St. Pierre, captains, MM. Bard, 
and Duguilly,f set sail for Mozambique this night. 

Tuesday, 22nd October 171+3, oi 10th Arppisi of 
Budrdtkdri. — This morning, the Pitt nix', captain, M. 
Brossay, sailed from the roads, bound for France. 
Her cargo consisted of 1,001 bales of piece-goods, 
2,000 candies of red- wood, 600 candies of pepper, and 
some sundry goods. She announced her departure 
by firing eleven guns. Four Indian hours after- 
wards, the ship Neptune, captain, M. du Bocage, 
and supercargoes, MM. Desjardins and d’Auteuil, 
started for Mocha, laden with merchandise. This 
evening at 4, the Fleur y, captain, M. Puel, weighed 


* Blank in the original. 

f Probably either a lieutenant or supercargo —vide p. 250, 
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anchor, and sailed for Mahd. The hundred sepoys 
and native officer Bihzad Khan, who had come here 
from that place, were passengers by her. 

I have received a written communication to the 
effect that Asaf Jali, who was occupying the fort at 
Trichinopoly, has proceeded northwards. 

[Thursday'], 31st October 171+3, or 18 th Arp phi of 
Radrdtkdri.— Gop&la Narana Aiyan took leave of 
me, and returned to his village. His liabilities to 
Seshachala Chetti ; his seizure at Marikrishnapuram 
by the Mahe sepoys, on the day of the eclipse ; his 
confinement in a dark cell in the fort ; and his sub- 
sequent transfer to Muttaiya Pillai’s house after he 
had executed an agreement, have already been men- 
tioned. To-day, accompanied by S^sMchala Chetti, 
he came to my house at 11 o’clock. In my presence, 
each of them executed a bond of general release testi- 
fying to the settlement of their dispute. In accord- 
ance with the instructions of the Governor, I effected 
a reconciliation between them, by making them 
exchange betel and nut. After this, Seshachala 
Chetti invited Gupala JNTarana Aiyan to his house, 
and made him some presents. The latter then took 
leave of him, and left Pondichery at 5, for Villia- 
nallur, whence he was to proceed on the morrow to 
Vizhuppuram, after worshipping the local god. 

Saturday, 2nd November 171+3, or 20th Arppisi of 
Rudrdtkdri. — To-day at 11, I waited on the Gover- 
nor, who had sent for me. The Company has rented 
Tirumalairtiyanpattanam, attached to the settlement 
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of Karikal, to Kanakaraya Mudali. According to the 
terms of the lease, all fabrics manufactured for the 
Company are exempt from taxation. I have accord- 
ingly, been refusing to pay any duty on the handker- 
chiefs woven there under my orders, for supply to 
the Company ; and this matter has always remained 
in dispute. On my making a representation to the 
Governor on the subject, he said that he would 
address Karikal on my behalf. But Kanakaraya 
Mudali appears to have to-day induced him, by 
promises of tempting gifts, to change his mind. He 
consequently summoned me, and said that I must 
pay the duty. He pointed out that as all other 
weavers of cloths there paid taxes, I could not raise 
any objections. I replied that I would pay if the 
conditions specified in the lease required it, and 
came away. 

During the interview the Governor asked how 
it was that the salt- tax at Vjinjiyfir, formerly col- 
lected by Kanakaraya Mudali, was now being appro- 
priated by me. I replied : “ In what way is he 
entitled to it, sir ? The village has been leased to 
me, and I pay revenue to the Company. What 
ground is there for the claim of Kanakaraya 
Mudali to the salt-tax P This point has long been 
a subject of dispute. When my servants repre- 
sented the matter to M. Febvrier, he held an inquiry, 
and decided that the tax on salt leviable in the 
village legitimately belonged to the lessee, and 
that Kanakaraya Mudali had no title to it.” The 
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Governor thereupon allowed the matter to be settled 
by M. Fobvrier. 

Sunday , 10th November 1743, or 28th Arppisi 
of Budrotkari . — This morning at 5, the Governor, 
M. Dupleix, proceeded to Mortandi Chavadi, for an 
outing. He went with a following of kettle-drums, 
two detachments of soldiers, fifty Mahe sepoys, 
and a number of police peons, horns, and drums. 
Originally, there was no residence there for the 
Governor. A month ago, he sent a number of brick- 
layers, carpenters, and blacksmiths, to the locality, 
with all the necessary material, such as palmyra 
rafters and bricks ; and caused a house, with a 
couple of rooms on either side, ninety feet long and 
. . . * feet broad, to be constructed, and pro- 

perly fitted with doors, locks, etc. He intends to 
stay there for forty days, and will return only just 
before Christmas. 

Thursday, \_21st November 1743, or] 9th Kdrtti- 
gai of Budrotkari . — My brother, Tiruvengada Pillai; 
with his wife Kalatti Ammal, Appavu, Muttu, the 
son of Viraragava Pillai, and all the other members 
of his family ; and accompanied by the boys and 
girls of my house, repaired yesterday evening to my 
choultry, where our priest was. This morning, on 
Panchami, and under the constellation Uttirattadi, 
he taught them some mystical verses supposed to 
convey spiritual light to their souls. They returned 
this evening. 
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* Blank in the original. 
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Saturday, [ 23rd November 17 1+3, or] llihKdvtti- 
gai of Rudrdtkdri. — M. Tanche, a Councillor, died 
at 11 in the night. He accompanied M. Dupleix from 
Chandernagore, when the latter came to Pondichery 
as Governor. M. Dupleix had a great regard for 
him, and made him a Councillor. 

Sunday, [2hth November 17 h3, or] 12th Karttigai 
of Rudrdtkdri. — M. Dupleix arrived at 7 in the 
morning, from Mortandi CMvadi. He ordered that 
the flag at the fort should be struck, and that funeral- 
guns should be fired. After having attended the 
interment of M. Tanehd, he returned to Mortandi 
Chavadi, at ... * 

Sunday, [ 1st December 171+3, or] 19th Karttigai 
of Rudvotkdri. — -To-day is the Karttigai festival. 

This evening at 5, S§sMchala Chetti, Guruva 
Chetti, and I, went out to meet Ramakrishna 
Das, the agent of Bari Das and Kalyana Das, at 
Minakshi Ammal’s choultry, in Muttiytdpettai, to 
the north of Pondichery, whither he had come. As 
we were escorting him into the town, and just as 
we entered the gate, the tall horse which Guruva 
Chetti rode kicked, and hurt one of his legs. He 
was consequently conveyed to his house in a 
palanquin. 

Monday, [2nd December 171+3, or] 20th Karttigai 
of Rudrdtkdri. — I sent Muttaiya Mudali this evening 
to Kankfil, on a monthly salary of 2i pagodas, as 


* Blank in the original. 
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superintendent of the affairs of the village leased 
to me. 

I despatched Muttaiya Pillai of Madras to-day 
to Chennamanayakkan palaiyam, to assist Biimalinga 
Aiyan, who had gone there. 

Muttaiya Mudali, who had started on the way 
to Kdrikdl, went as far as Ariyankuppam, but having 
met with inauspicious omens, returned. 

A letter, dated the . . . arrived from 

Arcot. It stated that Ni’amat-ullah Kh an, the son 
of Kh aj a ’Abd-ullah Khan, and the Diwan Mir Asad f 
had arrived there. 

Thursday , [19th December 17h3, or] 8th Mdrgashi 
of Rudrdtkdri . — The Governor came to Pondichery 
from Mortandi Chavadi, at 4 in the afternoon. At 
the latter place, before the Governor started, MM. 
Dulaurens, and d’Espremenil were intoxicated, and 
abused each other. M. d’Espremenil then kicked 
M. Dulaurens, who upon this struck him with a cane. 
They then drew their swords, and faced each other. 
The people who were there however rushed between 
the combatants, and separated them. They were 
then taken away to their homes. It is difficult to 
conjecture what grudge they could have against 
each other sufficient to induce them to behave in 
this manner. 

We beheld a marvel this day, at 4 in the afternoon. 
Eor the last ten or fifteen days, a star has been 


** Blank in the original. 

f He had become Diwan in the room of Chanda Sahib. 
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chap. ix. visible in broad daylight. People marvelled at the 
phenomenon, and asked themselves what it por- 
tended. To-day, however, at 4, a star of the size of 
a pumpkin was seen to blaze, and fall in the north- 
western quarter of the sky. All the inhabitants of 
the town beheld the sight, and were at a loss to 
conceive what evil it foreboded. They agreed that 
they had never before seen a burning constellation 
falling from the heavens in daylight. 

Saturday, [21st December 17^3, or] 10th Mdrgazhi 
of Riuh'dtkdri. — This morning, M. Dupleix issued an 
order to the effect that from this day forward all 
the merchants, officers of the Company, and other 
men of rank, should each build a house for himself 
at Mortandi Chavadi ; that the new city should be 
Dupleix* 118 hereafter styled Dupleixpettai ; and that any one who 
puUai - called it by its old name of Mortandi Cliavadi should 
be liable to a fine. 

Governor ot Thursday, 26th December 17 f 3, or 15tli Mdrgashi 
Davui liuits of It mlrotkdri. — Mr. Monson the Governor of Port 
choultry, gp David, his dubash Krishnama Nlyakkan, and 
Muttiyalu Mayakkan, who were on their way from 
Fort St. David to Madras, passed Pondichery, by the 
road adjoining the moat, at about 7 in the evening 
and went to my choultry. They halted there for 
the night, and resumed their journey at about four 
Indian hours before sunrise. It is reported that Mr. 
Benyon, the Governor of Madras, under whom A di- 
yappa Nayakkan serves, is on the eve of departure 
for England; that Mr. Morse is to succeed him; 
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and that Mr. Monson of Fort St. David is to be 
the Deputy Governor at Madras. The rumour is 
that Muttiyalu Nayakkan will take service under 
Mr. Monson, as dubash. 

Sunday, [ 29th December 171+3, or] 18th Mdrgashi 
of Rudrdtkdri. — A star with a tail was seen this 
evening, in the west. People called it a comet. It 
does not forebode good times, they say. What evil 
it portends, it is impossible to divine. Many persons 
were, in consequence, much alarmed. 

Wednesday, 1st January 17 'hh, or 21st Mdrgashi 
of Rudrdtkdri. — This is the new year’s day. 

The car festival of VMapuri Iswaran, the local 
god, was celebrated in a great style to-day. 

Friday, 3rd January 17 l+k, or 23rd Mdrgashi of 
Rudrdtkdri. — The leading caste men of Pondichery 
paid a visit this afternoon at 4, to the Governor. 
He had sent me orders to accompany them, and conse- 
quently I did so— not knowing the object which he had 
in view in summoning me. He then, in the presence 
of the whole assembly, presented me with torches,* 
and caused a salute of seven guns to be fired. He 
also accorded permission to me to move about within 
the fort, in my palanquin. He sent for M. de Bury, 
and informed him of this order. His treatment of 
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* The word used in the text is flambeaux. These were, in the olden 
time, carried before men of note and high officials, in token of their posi- 
tion. They appear, as in the instance of Ranga Pillai, to have been 
presented by the Government, with the right to use them, to persons 
considered worthy of recognition of their merit or services. The flam- 
beaux had usually silver or copper handles. 
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me was particularly considerate. This is due to 
the special regard which the Governor, M. Dupleix, 
entertains for me. 

Monday, [27th January 17 kk, or] 17th Tax of 
BudrdtJcdri . — The elephant of Khan BaMdur, who 
had borrowed some money of Polhr Vira Pillai, was 
taken away by the latter on account of the debt, 
and was tethered at my garden-house. The animal 
died this afternoon at about 1, after an illness of 
seven or eight days, during which saliva flowed 
abnormally from its mouth, and it was unable to takk 
any nourishment. 

Tuesday, [28th January 17 hh, or] 18th Tai of 
Budrotkdri . — This morning, before sunrise, at about 
6, Mr. Benyon, the Governor of Madras, embarked 
on board the British ship Duke, Captain Hindman, 
bound for England. She, in company with another 
vessel which was also homeward bound, stood out 
to sea at 7. Mr. Benyon, after he had stepped into 
the boat which was to convey him to the ship, 
delivered the Company’s seal and keys to his 
successor. A salute of twenty-one guns was fired 
when he bad passed the third line of surf. At that 
very instant, under the zodiacal sign of Capricorn, 
Mr. Morse assumed charge of the government, 
which was announced by a salute of twenty-one guns. 
Rose-water was sprinkled on those merchants who 
had assembled, and they congratulated the Gover- 

A 

nor. Adiyappa hlayakkan and Samudra Mudali 
proceeded in the boat with Mr. Benyon, as far as the 
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ship. There, they hade him farewell, and returned. 
When Governor Benyon embarked, four salutes, 
each of twenty-one guns, were fired from the fort, 
and these were replied to by a similar number of 
guns from all the British and other ships in the roads. 
He then set sail. 

A written communication giving the foregoing 
particulars was received by me. 

Sunday, \2nd February 17 d-d, or] 23rd Tax of 
Bvdrotkdri . — This morning at 8, Mr. Hinde, ap- 
pointed to the Governorship of Fort St. David, 
arrived here from Madras, on the way to his charge. 
He was escorted into the town by three or four 
members of Council, who had gone out as far as 
Nainiya Pillai’s choultry, beyond Muttiyalpettai, to 
meet him. When he reached the town-gate, a salute 
of fifteen guns was fired. As soon as the party 
arrived at the residence of the Governor, he came 
out, and received Mr. Hinde under a salute of 
twenty-one guns, which was returned with a similar 
number by each ship in the anchorage. Soon after 
dinner — which was at about noon — a salute of twenty- 
one guns was fired. This was repeated when the 
party rose, when refreshments were served to those 
composing it, and when they drank wine. In the 
evening, at 5, the Governor, M. Dupleix, took 
Mr. Hinde, the Governor of Fort St. David, in his 
own carriage for a drive. They were accompanied 
by all the members of Council, and the whole party 
returned at 6. Mr. Hinde supped, and spent the 
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night here. At about 4 in the morning, he resumed 
his journey to Fort St. David. 

Monday, [3rd February V7hh, or] 2hth Tai of 
Rudrdtlidri . — This morning at about 6, when the 
sun was just rising, on Panchami, and under the 
constellation of Hasta, which lasted for about two 
Indian hours after sunrise, Mr. Hinde reached 
Fort St. David, this being announced by a salute of 
. . . * guns. 

He was accompanied from Madras by his dubash, 

A 

Orbandi Rangappa Nayakkan, in whose honour I gave 
a feast yesterday, at noon ; Appu Mudali having 
similarly entertained him at night. I made him some 
presents. He took leave of me, and went on with 
his master to Fort St. David. 


* Blank in the original. 
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CHAPTER X. 

FROM FEBRUARY 8™, 2744, TO AUGUST 29th , 274-5. 

Sailing of a ship for Fiance — Letter to Governor from Arcot — States 
Mahrattas killed Na&ir Jang and besetting Nizam — Alleged advance 
of Mahrattas on Arcot — Signs of coming evil — Description of comet — 
Death of Kesava Aiyan — Kanakaraya Mudali recommends successor 
— Diarist remonstrates — Appointment nevertheless made — Arrival 
of V. Appaiya Pillai — Subbaiyan and another released — Arrival 
of two ships from France — Council meets to consider reduction 
of establishments — Consequent reductions — Departure of Seshadri 
Pillai and family — Sailing of Charles — Arrival of dubash of Fort St. 
David — Diarist entertains him — Governor leaves for Ozhukarai — 
Explosion of magazine at Karikal — Governor and wife injured — 
Diarist’s daughter Papal attains maturity— Her nuptial marriage — 
Murder of son of Safdar ’Alt Ivhan, and another — Details of the 
outrage — Anwar-ud-din collects his troops, who sack houses of the 
Pathans — Return of Governor from Ozhukarai — Death in childbed of 
a daughter of Governor — Her funeral— Arrival of St. Geran — St. 
Tierre siglited--Feared to ho English — Consequent precautions— 
Ascertained to be French — Departure of Favor i — Cargo — Efficiency 
of garrison tested by false alarm — Viraragava Nayakkan and two 
others confined for theft —Latter examined and remanded to jail — 
Governor proceeds to Mortandi Chavadi — Property stolen and recovered 
in a certain case — Karuttambi Nayinar re-appointed chief of the peons 
—His previous removal ; and appointment of Muttaiya Pillai — Alleged 
complicity in case of theft made pretext for removal of latter 
— Restoration to office of Azhagappa Mudali —Viraragava Nayakkan 
released on bail — M. and Me. Dupleix pay a visit to a priestly ascetic 
— Return to Mortandi Chavadi — News from Karikal of capture of 
Favori by English — Arrival of Sambu Das — His following — Visits the 
Governor and native dignitaries — Diarist makes him presents— Sailing 
of a ship for Mocha — Cargo — Chief offender in case against Viraragava 
Nayakkan deported to Mascareigne— He and son sentenced to per- 
petual banishment — Death of Mangaitayi Annual — Son of Turisai-ama 
Pillai appointed vice Arumpatai Pillai— Presents made on the occasion 
— lieturn of Sambu Das — Party robbed en route by people of Tanjore 
— Diarist goes out to meet Sambu Das— Return of Charles — Arrival of 
Notre Dame ties Sows — Cargo — Arrival of LaTcshrnana Prasad — Arrival 
of Nanak, property of King of Siam, with elephants — Arrival of ships 
from Balasore — Return of Charles from Manilla — Sales of her 
cargo there — Departure of Sambu Das — Brother of diarist starts to 
attend a marriage — Presents and money taken by him — Details of 

32 
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arrangements touching these — Marriage postponed — Reason for this — 
Bapoji Nay akkan returns home — Sends T. Venkataperumal Nayakkan 
to Turaiyur— Who negotiates through one Gopalaswami for permission 
to reside at Pondichery — Deputes certain persons — These visit Gov- 
ernor — Obtain required permission — Depart next morning with certain 
letters — Rumoured receipt of despatches from France — Ship carrying 
news of war with England wrecked near Mascar eigne — Despatches 
saved by survivors and forwarded by M . do la Bourdonnais — Council 
held at Mortandi Chavadd to read them. 

Saturday, [ 8th February 17 kk, or] 29th Tai 
of Rudrdtkdri.- — This morning, the French ship 
. . . ,* captain, M. Dugue, set sail for France, 

laden with 1,000 bale3 of various goods. 

Tuesday, [ 11th February 17 kk, or] 3rd Mad of 
Rudrdtkdri. — M. Dupleix received this evening at 5, a 
letter written from Arcot bj the son of the French 
agent Gopala Aiyan. As soon as it reached him, he 
sent for me, and communicated the following tidings. 
He told me that the Mahrattas had killed Nasir Jang, 
the son of Asaf Jah, and . . . t, the son of 

Khaja ’Abd-ullah Kh an, and that they were now 
besetting the army of the Nizam, who was apprehen- 
sive as to his own safety. So ran, he said, the written 
communication sent to Arcot from the camp. It had 
also become known there, he continued, that the 
Mahrattas had got through the passes, in consequence 
of which all the inhabitants of the place crowded for 
safety into the fort, where the press at the gate was 
so great that twenty or thirty people were crushed 
to death. He mentioned, also, that the town of Arcot 


* Blank in the original. 

t This was no doubt Ni’amat-ullah Khan — vide p. 243, 
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was now completely deserted. These, certainly, are 
troublous times. A star being visible by da} - , one 
having been seen to fall from the heavens in daylight, 
and a comet appearing with a sweeping tail of the 
length of two picotta-poles ; * all these prodigies 
bear out, it would seem, what the wise men have said 
in the past, namely, that they are signs and portents 
of coming evil. 

The comet f which appeared in the west on the 
18th M&rgazhi [29th December 1743] had at first a 
small tail. This has continued increasing from day 
to day, until it now presents the appearance of a 
length about double that of a picotta-pole. 

Monday, [17 th February 17 kk, or] 9th Mast of 
Rudrdtkdri . — This afternoon at 4, Kesava Aiyan 
employed at the sea customs house died of a fit of 
apoplexy caused by unseasonable sexual intercourse. 


* The picotta is a machine used in Southern India for raising water. It 
consists of a long lever, pivoted on a stout upright, and depending over a 
well or channel ; one arm being appreciably longer than the .'other. To 
this latter is fastened, so as to allow of free x>lay backwards and forwards, 
a long bamboo, to the lower end of which is attached a semi-hemispherical 
bucket, pivoted on a cross bar. The shorter end of the lever is nicked 
in steps, and weighted. The machine is worked by a man, who using as a 
support a railing fastened to poles planted alongside the lever, walks up 
and down on the beam, thus alternately dipping the bucket into the well 
or channel, and raising it full to the surface, where another man tips it 
into a cistern or the distributing channel. 

t This was no doubt the comet known as “ Ch^seaux’s.” M. Guillemm 
in the World of Comet s, p. 212, writes of it : “ On March 8 [174-4] its 
remarkable form was most observable. The six divergent branches of the 
tail proceeded from the nucleus as luminous curves . . . the longest 

being towards the concave portion. Cheseaux saw the comet rise before 
the sun and its largo fan appeared above the horizon before the nucleus 
itself was visible.’ * 
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This very night, Kanakaraya Mudali repaired 
to the Governor in connection with the vacancy, 
recommended his brother-in-law Gavinivasa Mudali 
for the situation, and made all the necessary arrange- 
ments for his appointment. 

Tuesday, [ 18th February 17 kh, or~\ 10th AFdtsi of 
Rudrothdri When I waited on the Governor this 
morning, he after alluding to the circumstances 
which brought about the end of Kesava Aiyan, told 
me that he had nominated Gavinivasa Mudali to the 
vacancy. Although I remonstrated with him against 
the appointment, the spell cast on him by Kanaka- 
raya Mudali was such that my words had but little 
weight. But the general public said that the nomi- 
nation of Gavinivasa Mudali looked as though he 
had been waiting for the death of Kesava Aiyan, in 
order to be employed in his stead. 

This morning at 10, Gavinivasa Mudali, the 
brother-in-law of Kanakaraya M udali, was appointed 
to the sea customs office, in the room of Kesava 
Aiyan deceased. What may happen hereafter is not 
known, but he is seen going to and from the office. 

Friday, [21st February 17 kk, or] 13th Mdsi of 
Rudvdtkdri . — This night, Yizliuppuram Appaiya 
Pillai, who had alighted at the Coral Merchant’s 
choultry outside the town-gate, sent word to me 
intimating his arrival. But before I could secure a 
pass for him to enter the gate, it had been closed. 
He consequently ... * 


* Blank in the original. 
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Sunday , [8 th March 17 hk, or] 29th Mdsi of Chap. x. 
Riulrdtkdri . — Fort Subbaiyan and Ganapati Pillai, 1744 . 

Fort Sub- 

wlio had been imprisoned at the court-house, were 
set at liberty, and allowed to repair to their houses. released - 
They accordingly returned home. 

Thursday , [16 th April llhk, or] 8th Chittirai of 

~ France 

Hahtdlishi . — A ship from France arrived in the roads 
at 2 this afternoon, and fired a salute. The news 
brought by her is ... * 

Sunday, [17th May 17 kh, or] 8th Vaigdsi of ^™^ r of 
Raktdlcshi. — A ship from France, named ... * France, 
captain, M. . . . * reached the anchorage, 

and fired a salute. The news brought by her is 
* 

A meeting of the Council was convened to-day, to c '- ,u "°i 1 
consider in what respects the establishment charges reduction 
of the Company, which have increased inordinately, Moments, 
could be reduced. It has been decided to put a stop 
to some of the works in hand, and to dispense with the 
services of some of the employes. The undermen- 
tioned servants of the Company have accordingly 
been turned out of their appointments : the account- Consequent 
ants in the counting-house in the fort, ... * 
in number; Subbaiyan of the Fort; his son Chinna ^“ esof 
Sinappaiyan ; forty lascars employed in baling ; of employ- 
V fi3udeva Aiyan of the sea customs office; Azhaga 
Pillai and Ranga Pillai of the court ; Arulanandan 
and the brother of Marandai Mudali, who were 


* Blank in the original. 
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employed in the hospital ; native officer Giriyappa 
Nayakkan; . . . * of the Company's peons; and 

employes 011 the other establishments, wherever 
reduction was feasible. 

[/-S'//* to 27th May 17 44, or] 9th to 18th Vaigdsi of 
Haktdkshi. — On the morning of the 9th [18th May], 
Seshadri Pillai, with his family, proceeded to Tiru- 
namanallftr for the wedding of the son of Appaiya 
Pillai, which is to be celebrated on the 12th instant 
[2 1st May]. My brother Tiruvfmgadam went on the 
1 1th [20th May]. They all returned on Wednesday, 
the 18th idem [27th May]. 

\_WediiCsJa>j~\, 27th May 17 hk, or 18th Vavjdsi 
of Raktdkshi. — The ship Charles, bound for Manilla, 
supercargo, M. de la Villebague, and native captain, 
Vangala Kumara Pillai, took her departure. 

Thursday, [ lltli Jane 7744, or] 1st Aid of Rak- 
tdkshi. — At noon, the dubash of Fort St. David, 
Orkandi Ran gap pa Nayakkan, arrived here from 
Madras, where his marriage had taken place. He 
spent the day and night in my house. 1 entertained 
him with a banquet, and presented him with a dress 
of honour. 

Friday, [ 12th .June 17 44, or] 2nd Aid. of llaktdlc- 
shi. — This morning, Orkandi Rangappa Nayakkan 
took leave of me, and started for Fort St. David. 

Saturday, [loth Jane 17 kk, or] 3rd Am ’ of Raktdh- 
shi. — The Governor proceeded on a trip to Ozhukarai 


Blank in the original. 
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at 5 this evening. It is said that he will remain 
there for about a fortnight. 

The following written news came from Kari- 
kal : On Tuesday, 31st Vaigasi [9th June] at 3 in the 
afternoon, when a bomb was being filled in the fort 
there, it exploded, and struck the powder magazine, to 
the contents of which it. set fire. The magazine blew 
up with such violence that a part of the northern 
w r all of the fort and many houses within it were 
brought down pell-mell by the shock, and fragments 
of the debris were hurled and scattered around, for a 
distance of about half a mile. M. Febvrior, the Gov- 
ernor, was at the time lying asleep in his house. 
He awoke at the noise of the explosion of the bomb, 
and ran out, when he was struck down bv a falling 
wall, and lay crushed beneath the ruins. The poor 
gentleman was nearly killed. Ilis wife sustained 
injuries, and was sent on board ship to recover. 
Captain Decoublan, and a few other Europeans and 
natives perished. Some sustained only injuries. 
Prakasa Mudali, Tiruvhngada Pillai, and Muttu- 
krislnia Pillai, however, escaped. The first, two had 
left the fort, and had gone into the village. The 
other and AI. Deshaves, the commander of the 
ship, who W'ere then standing at the back of a house 
in the southern part of the fort, finding themselves 
enveloped in smoke, mounted on the rampart hard 
by, jumped into the ditch, and ran out. Those who 
■were destined to live longer escaped. 
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Monday, [15th June 1 744, or] 5th Ani of Baktdkshi. 
— This morning at seven Indian hours and three- 
quarters after sunrise, on Panchami, under the con- 
stellation Magham, Pfipal * * * § attained puberty. 

Monday, [29th Jane 1744, or] 19th Ani of Rak- 
tdkshi. — To-day, the nuptial marriage of Papfil was 
celebrated. For the last fifteen days, reckoning 
from the date that she reached maturity, all the 
influential people of the town and officers in the 
public service have been sending presents to my 
house, which were received at the rate of five or six 
a day. The townsfolk, one and all, declared that in 
the house of no other person had any marriage been 
performed in such splendid style. 

t Saturday, [ 4th July 1744, or] 24th Ani of Rak- 
t&kshi . — The news from Arcot is that just when 
a procession was about to start from the house of 
Husain Sahib, where a marriage was being celebrated, 
eight Pathans incited by Murtaza ’All Kh an of 
Vellore, who had for a long time waited for an oppor- 
tunity of the kind, stabbed the Saliibzada,| the son of 
Nawab Safdar ’All Khan, as also, ... § the 
son of . . . || to death, and wounded Hirasat 

Khan ... § 

A letter from Ramakrishna Sastri, which crave 
the details of the outrage, ran as follows : — 

* This was one of the daughters of Kanga Pillai. 

t With regard to what follows under this entry — ride appendix II. 

I The actual name of the child was Muhammad S’aid Khan. 

§ Blank in the original. 

|1 This apparently was Polftr Muhammad ’All — vide p. 258. 
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“ On Saturday the 2 1th [4th July], being the 
fourth day of the marriage of the daughter of Husain 
Sfihib, at about two watches after sunrise the fol- 
lowing persons were assembled in the house of the 
bridegroom at Arcot ; namely, Pol hr Muhammad 
’ Ali, Ilirasat Khftn. Saiyid Yar Kh an, some other men 
of position, and the son of Safdar ’All Khan. Just 
then Hayat ’Ali Kh an Shamshir, in company with 
four other Pathans, repaired to the spot, joined the 
gathering in which Hirasat Khan and the Sabibzada 
were, and sat down close to them. Then Hayat ’All 
Khan . addressing Hirasat Khan . exclaimed : ‘ Our 
pay is in arrears ; please let us have it. ’ Hircisat Kh an 
replied : ‘ Do not bawl out like a fool ; go away.’ 
The rejoinder was : ‘ Speak within bounds ; be more 
cautious ; or I will knock out your teeth.’ It then 
flashed on the mind of Hirasat Khan that this 
individual must have come with an evil motive, and 
he sprang to his feet. When Ilirasat Khan arose, 
the Pathan above mentioned addressed him thus : 
* Where are you going ? First pay me my salary, and 
then go wherever you choose.’ He next caught 
hold of his robe, and made him sit down. Those 
who had charge of the Sfihibzada, thinking that there 
was something wrong, attempted to convey the child 
away. The Pathan, anticipating their intentions, 
drew his dagger, and aimed a blow at the youngster, 
but the thrust was received by Hirasat Khan who 
threw himself between the Pathan, and his intended 
victim. A crowd now assembled. The Sahibzada. 
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was killed. Saiyid Y ftr Khan, and the son of Polfir 
Muhammad ’All, as also another Navait* were slain. 
Muhammad ’All Khan and Hirasat Khan both 
received wounds, those of the latter boin g severe. 
The four Pathans were put to death. Until the 
evening the wildest confusion prevailed in the town. 
Husain Ssihib and Saiyid ’All Khan did not go to 
the fort, but stayed in their houses. They went 
thither only after quiet had been restored. Razd ’All 
Khan escaped without injury, because he was at 
the time in another building. Thereupon, Xawab 
Anwar-ud-din Khan collected his troops, and ordered 
them to plunder the houses of the Pathans. That 
of Sard&r Kh an alone was exempted.” 

This was the news from Arcot. 

Monday, 10th August 17kk,or 30th Adi of Rak- 
tdkxlii. — The Governor returned to Pondichery from 
Ozhukarai to-night at 10. 

Monday, [Hrh September 17 kh, or] 3rd Pnrattdsi of 
Raktdhhi.— This morning about ten Indian hours 
before sunrise, one of the daughters of the Governor, 
who had been carrying, died in childbed. She was 
the younger of the two whose weddings took place on 
Monday, the 17th Adi of Rudrotkari [29th July 
17 43] . The corpse was interred in the church of the 
Capuchins. At the time of the funeral, guns were 
fired from the fort, and by the ships, as a mark of 


* Navaits (now coiners) wore rich and respectable men of good family 
who emigrated from Arabia to India about 700 A.D to escape the cruelties 
of the then Governor of Irak. 
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respect for the deceased. Within a period of thir- Chap. x. 
teen months and nineteen days from the date of 1744,. 
her marriage, she was big with child, was delivered ; ner child 
and died. The infant also expir^l. 

[ Tuesday, 22nd September 17kk, <>r\ 11th Purntfdsi ^nvaiot^ 
of li a k tdfcs h i. — T he ship St. Goran, captain, M. de la $ 
Selle, wliich left France on the 8th March last, 
arrived in the roads. M 


roin 

France. 


Golard, appointed as a m. Goiard, 

x A Councillor 


Councillor at Chandernagore, was a passenger by na „ 0 ,. e , a 


at C bander- 


He will go on to his destination 


passenger. 


her, and has landed, 
in about ten days. 

Tuesday, [29th] September 1 7i.lt-, or *17th Purattdsi 
of BaktaJcshi. — The St. Pierre, captain, M. Bard, from 
Mozambique, was sighted off Pondichery at 10 in the 
morning. She flew a white ensign. Nevertheless, 
the fear was strong in the minds of the French that jewi to 
an English ship, treacherously displajing a white 
flag, might be approaching the city. The eastern 
gate of the fort was shut, as also that on the beach 
to the southward. The artillerymen were directed 
to stand to their guns, and the soldiers were ordered 
from their barracks into the fort. Thus, everywhere 
there was bustle and confusion. M. Dupleix sent Consequent 
for the commandant of the artillery, and instructed 
him to keep a strict look-out from the bastion at the 
corner overlooking the surf. He, at the same time, 
explained to this officer how he could recognise the 
vessel if she was French, and directed him to fire 


and pre- 
cautions. 


* Sa, .But the correct date is lfcjtb. 
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a gun from the part of the ramparts indicated, as 
a signal to him, if it was found that she was 
really French. The commandant did as he was 
ordered. From the corner-bastion he watched the 
ship, and having ascertained from the peculiar way 
in which she displayed her colours that she was 
French, he announced the fact to M. Dupleix, by 
firing a gun. The report of this astounded all, 
as none knew the meaning of it. The men on 
guard, imagining that it was a man-of-war, hastened 
to the gates and ramparts, and made ready for any 
emergency. The Governor thereupon announced 
that the vessel sighted was the St. Pierre, which 
was returning from Mozambique. The excitement 
now subsided. She entered the roads, and anchored. 

[Friday], 9th October 17 kk, or 27th * Purattdsi 
of Rnlddhshi. — The French ship Paeon, captain, M. 
Descliesnayes Gilbert, set sail this morning from 
Porto Novo, for Acheen. She was laden with sixty 
bales of piece-goods including blue cloths, thirty- 
four parcels, and 124 bags. These were placed in 
charge of commission agents. 

Saturday, [ 31st October 17 H, or] 19th Arp phi of 
Ruktdkshi. — At 3 in the afternoon, a flag was hoisted, 
and a gun fired from the fort. Directly after- 
wards, all the town-gates were shut. The western 
gate of the fort also was closed. The soldiers — from 
their guard-rooms — the Councillors, and the officers 


* Sic. Bat the correct date is 28th. 
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serving under the Company, all hastened into the 
fort, seized their arms, and formed up in ranks. 
They were inspected, and afterwards dismissed. The 
gates were all opened again, and every one went 
home. The reason for this sudden call to arms 
was as follows. M. Dupleix intends going to 
Mortandi Chavadi to-morrow, and before leaving, he 
wished to teach the men how they should act in an 
emergency. It is known how, some days ago, a ship 
was sighted off Pondichery, and mistaken for an 
English one ; an error which for upwards of an hour 
threw the whole town into a ferment. 

Sunday, [Isrf November 17 kk, or] 20th Arp y id, 
of Raktdkshi . — This night at 11, the subordinate 
chief of the peons Viraragava Nayakkan, his 
son Krishnan, and one named Arumugam, were 
all three confined, each in a separate room, so 
that they could not communicate with one another. 
Their incarceration is in connection with a theft 
committed in the house of Upputtffr Perumal Chetti, 
which lies to the east of their residence. 

Monday, [2nd November 17 H, or] 21st Ary phi of 
Raktdkshi . — This morning, the son of Yiraragava 
Nayakkan and Arumugam were brought out, their 
statements were taken, and they were then remanded 
to the jail. 

Tuesday, [ 3rd November 17 kb, or] 22nd Amy phi of 
Raktdkshi . — This morning at 5, the Governor M. 
Dupleix, repaired to Mortandi Chavadi where it is 
said that he will remain for about ten days. 
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At 2 this afternoon, Upputtur Perumal Chetti, 
in whose house a theft had been committed, fur- 
nished the police with a list of the articles stolen ; 
these being gold ornaments worth 64b pagodas, and 
silver ones valued at 51 pagodas. Thus the aggre- 
gate value of these was 697 pagodas. Some of the 
gold ornaments, to the value of 7 5f pagodas, and of 
silver, to that of 42 pagodas, are said to have been 
replaced in the house by stealth. Hence, the 
articles yet to be recovered amount in value to 
579^ pagodas. It is reported that others have 
lost ornaments to the extent of 204 pagodas. This 
raises the total value of the stolen property to 783]- 
pagodas. 

Wednesday, [ 11th November 17kk, or] 30th 
Arppiai of RakhU'shi . — This forenoon at about 11, 
under the constellation Tiruvonam, and on Saptami, 
the office of chief of the peons was conferred on 
Karuttambi Nayinar, at Mortandi Chavadi, and a 
present of four yards of broad-cloth was made to him. 
The reason for this appointment is as follows. In 
the month of Chittirai [April], of the year P aritabi 
[1732], during the tenure of office of M. Lenoir, the 
services of Karuttambi Nayinar, who was the chief 
of the peons of the town, were dispensed with by an 
order of Council, on account of his incompetence, and 
Muttaiya Pillai was appointed in his stead, as the 
man most fit for the situation. This evoked the jea- 
lousy of some who had for long striven to get the 
latter into a scrape, but as no fault could be found 
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with him, he had to be retained. On Saturday, the 
22nd Vaigasi, [1st June] of the year Rudrfitkari 
[1743], he left this for Tiruppappuliyur, to attend a 
festival, and thence repaired to Venkata mmdlp^ttai, 
where he has remained ever since ; that is to say, for 
a period of seventeen months and eight days. His 
enemies were watching for an opportunity to charge 
him with a fault ; and the occurrence of the theft 
in Perumal Chetti’s house has now furnished them 
with a pretext to do so. The offence was laid at the 
door of Virardgava Xayakka n, who was supposed to 
be Muttaiya Pillai’s servant. Muttaiya Pillai was 
accordingly held responsible for it, and was dismissed 
from office. Karuttambi Xayinar, although once 
declared to be unfit, was thereupon sent for, and 
the appointment of chief of the peons was bestowed 
upon him. This was done in the presence of the 
leading men of each community, all the gentry, 
merchants, and others ; who had been summoned to 
Mort-andi Chavacli. The new chief of the peons made 
his entry into Poudichery this afternoon at 3. He 
was escorted to his house by Kanakaraya Mudali 
and Seshachal a Chetti, who afterwards returned 
home. 

At 2 this afternoon, Azhgappa Mudali and 
Wandiwash Ranga Pillai were restored to their 
appointments as accountants of the court, and 
reached Pondichery at 5. 

Monday, [3 3rd hSmvniher llkk, or] 12th Kdrttiyai 
of Rdktdkshi . — This evening Yiraragava Nayakkan 


Chap. X. 


1744. 


Alleged 
complicity 
in case of 
theft made 
pretest 
lor removal 
of Muttaiya 
Pillai. 


Karuttambi 
Nay i nar 
makes liis 
entry into 
Pondichery. 


Restoration 
to office of 
A zhgappa 
Mudali. 


Viraragava 
Nayakkan 
released on 

bail. 



264 


ANANDA RANG A Pm ATS DIART. 


Chap. x. was released on bail; his brother V enkatachalam 
1745 . being confined in his stead, and Kalavay Kumarappan 

furnishing security in cash. This arrangement was 
sanctioned in view to enable Yirar&gava N ayakkan to 
procure money to repay what was adjudged against 
him. 
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Monday, [lkth December 17 kh, or] 3rd Margazhi 
of Raktdlcshi. — This morning at 6, the Governor, M. 
Dupleix, who was at Mortandi CMvadi, repaired 
to my choultry at Tiruvengadapuram, break-fasted 
there at 8, dined at noon, and at 4 in the afternoon, 
proceeded to the matt * of Balaiya Swamiyar at 
Bommaiya palaiyam, to pay him a visit. The Gov- 
ernor and his wife presented a gift of six yards of 
broad-cloth and two bottles of rose-water to the 
Swamiyar, bowed very respectfully, and saluted 
him. He thereupon gave them his blessing. They 
afterwards proceeded to PuliyantOppu, where they 
partook of some refreshments, and drank coffee, and 
thence they returned to Mortandi Chavadi. 

Sunday, [lOtli] January 17 k5, or Id Tai of Ralc- 
tdkshi. — Written intelligence came this night from 
Karikal that a vessel belonging to Tranquebar had 
returned from a voyage to Acheen. The tidings 
brought by her were to the following effect. The 
French ship Favori, which sailed, on the 27th + 
Puratt&si [9th October] last, from Porto Novo for 


* A retreat or school for religious ascetics, 
t Sic. But the correct date is 28th — vide p. 260. 
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Acheen, arrived at tlie latter place. On the 9th 
Arppisi, [21st October] she cast anchor at Boiitrian,* 
where she landed all her goods, and the mercantile 
agents who were on board. She remained there 
until the 23rd Karttigai, [4th December] when 
two English ships arrived, and after an engagement 
captured her. The letter further stated that M. 
de la Touche and a few Europeans had come by the 
Tranquebar ship. 

Sunday, [ '7th February 17 U5, or] 29th Tai of 
Baktdkshi. — This morning, Sambu Das, the son of 
Sankaraparik, halted at my choultry on a pilgrim- 
age from Madras to Rtimesvaram. Hearing of this, 
I, with my brother and others, repaired thither 
to meet him. I entertained him with a feast at 
the choultry, escorted him into Pondichery in the 
evening, accommodated him with lodgings, and 
supplied him with rice, and other articles of food. 
His following consisted of 150 peons, two palan- 
quins, five horses, three litters, and twenty or thirty- 
bullocks. 

Monday, [ 8th February 17 ho, or] 1st Mdsi of 
Baktdkshi. — At 10 this morning, Sambu DSs 
paid a visit to the Governor, presenting him with 
. . . f The Governor received him with 

great honour, and made him the following presents : 
two rolls of broad-cloth, ten bottles of rose-water, ten 


* In a letter of remonstrance from the French, Boutrian is said to be 
“ on the coast of Acheen.” It has not been identified. 

+ Blank in the original. 
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bottles of Hungary water, two phials of otto of 
roses, and a horse ; as also betel, nut, etc. A salute 
of nine guns was fired when these were given. 
Taking leave of the Governor, Samhu Das betook 
bimself to Kanakaraya Mudali, who presented him 
with two yards of broad-cloth ; and thence he went 
to the houses of Chanda SShib, and Mir Ghulam 
Husain, and finally returned to his lodgings. After 
dining there, he came to my residence at 4 o’clock, 
and I gave him the presents mentioned below : four 
chains composed of gold leaflets shaped like peepul 
leaves, to be worn on the wrists of his son ; a 
dress of honour for himself ; one for Lai Das ; a 
. * for the Guzerati + of Seringapatam in 
Mysore ; a superfine cloth of silk with lace stripes, 
a bodice, and another striped cloth, for the wife of 
Samba Dits. He then took leave of me, and the party 
left for Arumpatai Pillai’s choultry at 5. 

Wednesday, [10th February 171*5, or] 3rd Mctsi of 
Raktdkshi. — At 2 this morning, the . . . * 

bound for Mocha set sail, bearing the flag of the 
ISTawab, the ostensible owner being Mir Ghulam 
Husain. She was laden with ... * bales of 
blue cloths and other merchandise, to the value of 

Friday, [12th February 17 h5, or] 5th Mad of 
Raktdlishi. -This afternoon at 4, Arumugam, son 
of a dancing woman, was put on board ship, under 


* Blank in the original. 


f Probably a Marwari-banker. 
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sentence of banishment to Mascareigne. He was 
one of the three — the other two individuals being 
Viraragava Nayakkan and his son — who were incar- 
cerated in connection with the theft in Arcot Peru- 
mal Chetti’s house. Viraragava Nayakkan having, 
with the view of making him appear the culprit, 
cajoled Arumugam iuto confessing that he had com- 
mitted the theft, the latter, in an ill-starred hour, 
when each was separately heard, made an admission 
to this effect. Consequently, Viraragava N ayakkan 
and his son were released from confinement, but not 
without being put to a good deal of expense. In 
consideration of their complicity, however, they were 
sentenced, by an order of the Council, to perpetual 
banishment from Pondichery, and with their families 
they were expelled from the bounds of the town. 
But Arumugam, who was the principal culprit, was 
condemned to banishment to Mascareigne. 

Tuesday, [ 16th February 17fy5, or] 9th Mad of 
Raktdkshi . — Mangaitayi Ammftl, the mother of 
Ember umal Pillai, breathed her last this afternoon, 
at 4. 

Thursday, [ 18th February 17h5, or] 11th Mad 
of Raktdkshi . — This morning at 10, the office held 
by Arumpatai Pillai was conferred on the son of 
Turisarama Pillai, who also received some presents. 
Parasurama Pillai was confined to his house, owing to 
illness, and Appu Mudali, having spent some money 
on this account, used his kind offices in securing: the 
appointment for him. He, the accountant of the 
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court, and some others, repaired to the house of 
Turisarama Pillai, to congratulate him, and Appu 
Mudali was there presented with two yards of red 
broad-cloth ; each of the accountants with two yards 
of green broad-cloth; and the rest with gifts accord- 
ing to their position. 

Thursday, [ 8th April 17h5, or] 29th Pang uni 
op Raktdkshi. — At 10 this morning, Sambu Das, the 
son of Sankaraparik, who had been to Ramesvaram, 
arrived here on his return journey. It is reported 
that on his way hither, after the party had passed 
Shiyali, a band of men from Tanjore beset it, and 
deprived the travellers of all the vessels and pro- 
perty — worth . . . * in their possession ; that 

the followers of Sambu I Ms were beaten and 
robbed; that each of them made off as fast as he 
could for Chidambaram, without looking to his com- 
rades, or speaking to them; that they all met 
there again ; and that they then resumed their 
journey to this place. I went out to meet them at 
Singarikoyil, where they were entertained by me. 
After worshipping the local god, we started thence, 
and reached Pondichery this morning. The party 
took up its quarters at a factory-house provided 
for it, to which it was escorted by me. 

[Tuesday, 27th April 17k5 , or] 18th Ohittirni oj 
Krddhauci. — The ship Charles, captain, M. Gossard, 
returned from Manilla. The merchandise which she 


* Blank in the original. 
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took there belonged partly to M. de la Metrie, and 
partly to M. de Choisy. The captain, after firing a 
salute, landed. The cargo now on board consists 
of cowries * . . . f 

[Thursday , 29th April 1 7 ho, or] 20th Chittirai 
of Krddliana . — The ship Notre Dame des Scours, 
captain, Pelicien Da Sylva Medeiro, arrived from 
Macao with sugar, sugar-candy, and some Chinese 
goods. 

The ship Lakslimana Prasad, master, Slip Sing, 
from Tenasserim, anchored in the roads. She has 
on board thirteen elephants. 

Another vessel, owned by the King of Siam, 
arrived from Tenasserim. Her name is the Nandk 
and she is commanded by . . . t Her cargo 

consists of fifteen elephants, 81| ingots of tin, and 
some other goods. 

A ship, together with two brigantines, arrived 
from Balasore. 

Tuesday, [ftli May 171+5, or] 25th Chittirai of Krd- 
dhav.a .— This afternoon at 2, the ship Charles, cap- 
tain and supercargo, M. de la Villebague, returned 
from Manilla, and anchored in the roadstead. The 
native captain is VangSla Kumara Pillai. She is 
laden with . . . f boxes of silver. 


* Small shells employed from a very early date in India as a medium 
of currency. They continued to be so used in many places, until a com- 
paratively late date. Mention is made in <c Hobson Jobson ** of value of 
the rupee in Calcutta, up to about 1854, being about 5,120 cowries, 
f Blank in the original. 
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The flowered cloths which were not sold were 
left at Manilla. The other goods are stated to have 
been disposed of to great advantage. 

This afternoon at 1, Sambu IMs took his 
departure for Madras. I escorted him as far as 
my choultry, where we spent the night. He con- 
tinued his journey on the following morning, and 
I returned to Pondichery at 6. 

Wednesday, \_19th May 1V+5, or] 10th Vaigdsi of 
Krddhana . — At 5 this morning, my brother Tiru- 
vengadam set out for Madras, to attend the mar- 
riage of the son of Sambu Das. He was entrusted 
with ornaments and money, as specified below, and 
was furnished with a memorandum as to how they 
should be disposed of : 

Pagodas 350, rupees 200, and silver fanams 42, 
a dress of honour, and five ornaments, on behalf of 
the Governor ; a dress of honour, with three orna- 
ments worth Rs. 42, another with three ornaments 
worth Es. 34, a third, with four ornaments worth 
Rs. 31, a roll of green silk worth pagodas 10, a pair 
of emerald rings, and a ruby ring ; all these being 
sent by me. 

The roll of green silk is to be given to Rajappa 
Mudali of Sadras. The dress of honour and five 
ornaments sent by the Governor, together with a 
breast jewel set with gems, and a gold chain for 
the neck — which should be purchased from Sambu 
DSs himself for pagodas 150 — are to be handed to 
him in state in the name of the Governor, on the 
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occasion of the marriage. On my account, another 
breast ornament and a neck chain, together with 
suitable cloths, are to be bought of Sambu Das 
for 200 pagodas, and presented to him with much 
ceremony. The remaining three dresses of honour 
and the three rings are to be given as presents to 
such men of position attending the marriage, as it 
may be necessary to honour. I have also authorized 
my brother to borrow of Sambu DUs to the extent 
of 150 or 200 pagodas, should the amount with him 
prove insufficient ; to appropriate 200 rupees to his 
own expenses ; and to retain a pagoda in fanams, to 
be spent on amusements. 

The proposed marriage in the house of Sambu 
Das was put off. In consequence, my brother, after 
attending the marriage in Rajappa Mudali’s house 
at Sadras, returned to Pondichery, without going 
to Madras. Sambu Dlls could not celebrate the 
marriage, owing to the demise of his priest. It is 
further stated that he received a message from Delhi 
that according to the rules of his caste there was 
no other auspicious day in the year for the per- 
formance of it. He accordingly utilized the pavilion 
erected on that account, for the initiatory cere- 
monies of the education of his son, and arranged for 
a procession . . . * 

Thursday, [1st July'] 17I/-5, or 21st Ani of 
Krddhana ( constellation Pushy a ). — The events of 
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- * Blank in the original. 



272 


JNANDA RANQA Pin ATS DIARY. 


Chap. x. this date are : Vijayaranga ChokkanMha Nayakkan 
. . . , * Dupakkal Yenkataperum^l Nayakkan 

. . . * who had gone to SatSra with some 

men, returned with 50,000 • . . * He set 

out in company with B&pdji Nayakkan whose 
mission was to collect tribute from the Carnatic prov- 
inces in this direction. But on the first and second of 
. . . , * owing to freshes in the Krishna and 

other rivers — it being the rainy season in those 
parts — Bapoj i Nayakkan was obliged to return to 
his own part of the country, and did so, sending 
Dupakkal Venkataperumal Nayakkan to Turaiyfir. 
The latter wrote a letter thence to Gopfdaswami ask- 
ing him to wait upon me ; and through me, to obtain 
audience with the Governor, and tell him that as he 
— Venkataperumal NSyakkan — -wished to live at 
Pondichery. Pondichery, he should not forsake him in a time of 
difficulty. To obtain a distinct promise to this effect, 
and a letter assuring him on the point, he sent a mes- 
Deputes senger named Seshaiyan, Venk6ji a domestic servant 
persona. 0 £ an( j one B&lu Nfiyakkan, who some time ago 
came here to lay out a flower garden, and who after 
remaining for some time, took himself off. Accord- 
They with ingly, these men came, and communicated with me 
Governor!' 1 through Gopalaswami. I reported these matters to 
the Governor. Gopfdaswami, accompanied by Sesha- 
iyan, Bfdu Niyakkan, and Venkoji, visited him at 
10 at night, taking with them a gift of 5 pagodas. 


1745. 


Bapoj i 

Nayakkan 
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* Perished in the original, 
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He questioned them as seemed to him fit. They chap, x. 
told him all that they had to say, and requested his 1745 . 
permission to live in the town. He replied that they 
were welcome to do this, and gave them a letter in obtamin 
French to that effect, which bore his signature and permission, 
the Persian seal ; he also made presents to Gopala- 
swami, and Hoshaiyan ; and to others who had come 
with him, and asked them when they would return. 

They replied that they would do so in ten or twelve 
days. On this he rejoined : “ Very well, bring your 
master as soon as convenient and then he let 
them go. So, after taking leave of the Governor, 
they bade me farewell, saying that they would go 
home for the night, and would visit me the next 
morning. 

[ Friday , 2nd July 17k&\, or 22nd Ani of Krd- Depart 
dhuna. — This morning, I handed them a letter for 
delivery to the above-mentioned Nayakkan, and letters, 
another for Kottaikattu Yenkatachala Aiyan em- 
ployed under him . . . and I gave them 

each 4 pagodas for their expenses . . . * They 

departed promising to bring [Venkataperumal] f 
Nayakkan. 

P . . Auqust 1 lh-5, or . . . Avani of Humoured 

Krddhana ]. — It is rumoured that some despatches £ l ^ ltches 
from France have been received. The account of 
how they came here is as follows. 


* Perished in the original. 

f Perished in the original ; but there can oe no doubt as to what the 
missing word was — vide p. 272. 
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A frigate bound for this, the mission of which 
was to communicate the intelligence of war with 
the English, set out from France. When approach- 
ing Mascareigne, she missed her way during the 
nighttime, struck on a rocky cliff, and was wrecked. 
There were 289 persons on board of her, of whom 
all, with the exception of nine, were drowned. The 
survivors, collecting the Company’s despatches, got 
into a boat, reached Mascareigne, and delivered the 
papers to M. de la Bourdonnais. He opened the 
seal, took out the letters addressed to him, and for- 
warded those for Pondichery tc their destination, by 
another ship. When this arrived at Mahe, there 
was a strong northerly wind, which prevented her 
proceeding further. The despatches were therefore 
sent on by land, through some Brahmans. They 
were received by the Governor at Mortandi Chavadi, 
and on perusing them he summoned all the members 
■of Council. 

Sunday, 29th [. August 1745], or 18th \_Avani of 
Krddhana ]. — This morning, the members of Council 
repaired to Mortandi Chavadi from Pondichery, and 
a meeting was held. I record below the contents 
of the despatches, as they were communicated to me 
by the European officers : — 

Between the French and the English . , . * 


* Perished in the original. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

FROM SEPTEMBER 10 Tn , 17Jf5, TO FEBRUARY 6 th , 1746. 

Arrival of Nawab Anwar-ud-din at Nainiya Pillai’ s choultry — A deputa- 
tion waits on him — Pate fixed for entry into Pondichery— Presents to 
Governor — Entry in state of Governor and Nawab — He visits fort — 
Theft of plate by mace-bearers — Illuminations, etc. — Estimated ages of 
Nawab and chief followers — Details of presents given to him — Value 
of those made to Sampati Kao — Governor inquires of diarist news of 
English at Madras — He describes preparations for defence — Governor 
desires definite information — Diarist arranges to procure it — Governor 
hands him a petition for report — He again visits Governor, who tells 
him matter of the petition settled — Remarkable occurrence at 
the church — Distinction made between Pariahs and others — Former 
complain to priest — He directs removal of a barrier — Native Christian 
lady attends church gaily clad — Anger of officiating priest at this — 
Forbids use of gay clothing, etc. — Consequent fracas— Kanakaraya 
Mudali attempts mediation — Priest appeals to Governor — Police 
directed to prevent assemblies of the people — A few of congregation 
attend church — Barrier restored — Vira Chetti imprisoned by order 
of Governor — Cause unknown — Vira Chetti placed before Governor 
— Questioned regarding a debt due by Tiruvengada Pillai — Denies 
knowledge of it but, being beaten, confesses — Details of transaction — 
Tiruvengada Pillai questioned — Repudiates claim — Governor decides 
against him— Cyclone at Pondichery— Great damage caused thereby— 
Weather moderates -Tiruvengada Pillai subjected to much ill-usage — 
Still denies debt and memorialises Governor — Imprisoned — Governor 
proceeds to Mortandi Chavadi — Another storm — Causes- -Third storm 
of less violence than first — Three storms in one month vegarded as 
evil portent — Kanakaraya Mudali gives feast at Ozhukarai to celebrate 
erection by him of a church— Governor, wife, and Councillors partake 
of it — Criticisms of conduct of Kanakaraya Mudali in giving the 
entertainment — Arrest of Adiyappan and others — Imprisoned, and 
treated with every indignity — A force from garrison marches towards 
Cuddalore and halts at A riyankuppam— Council meets — News of 
squadron French ships on its way to Pondichery -Nature and strength 
of force which English could bring against it — Speculations as to 
effect which attack on Cuddalore would have on this — Force at Ari- 
yankuppam moves to Tavalakuppam — [Note. Here follows a broken 
passage which is incomprehensible]— Krimasi Pandit and chief of 
peons depart for Tavalakuppam — Complaint that force there plunder- 
ing bazaar men, etc. — News from Cuddalore and Fort St. David— 
Precautions against attack — Consternation of people of surrounding 
country — Steps taken to secure property and families— English 
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reported to have captured French squadron, and to have received 
reinforcements— Alarm, notwithstanding of English — Pondichery con- 
trasted with her enemies — Fear universally entertained of her name, 
attributed to M. Dupleix — -Panegyric of diarist on him. 

Friday, 10th September 17k5, or 29th Avani of 
Krddhaua. — At 2 in the afternoon, Nawab Amvar- 
ud-din Khan arrived, and halted at Nainiy a Pillai’s 
choultry. As soon as he had alighted, a salute of 
twenty-one guns was fired from the northern gate, 
and from the ramparts. Directly after this, two 
Councillors, Kanakaraya Mndali, the chief of the 
peons, and I, started from Pondichery, with 
drums, tom-toms, trumpets, etc., and going to the 
Na \v fib’s tent at Nainiya Pillai’s choultry, paid 
a ceremonial visit to him. He then presented 
each of the visitors from Pondichery — the two 
Europeans, Kanakaraya Mndali, Madananda Pandit, 
the chief of the peons, and me, — with a dress of 
honour. The deputation told the NawSb its errand, 
and he announced his intention of moving on to 
Pondichery the next day. The party thereupon 
took leave of him, and returned with this message, 
bringing also as presents for the Governor, a horse 
and a dress of honour. When the deputation 
arrived at the distillery-house, it halted, and sent 
word of the gifts which it had brought. Those 
composing it then went on to the Governor’s house. 
When the presents arrived there, a salute of twenty- 
one guns was fired. 

Saturday, 11th September 17^5, or 30th Avani 
of KrQdhana. — At noon, the Nawab sent a message 
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that he was coming. On this, everything was put 
in order in the town, all the gates of which, with 
the exception of the Vazhudaviir, on the western 
side, were closed. Outside the gate, and to the south 
of it, but within the boundary of the ditch, a tent 
was pitched. M. Dupleix, the Deputy Governor, the 
Councillors, Kanakaraya Mudali, I, and other men 
of rank, started in procession from the Governor’s 
house. We were attended by Mahe Muhammadans * 
and Carnatic sepoys carrying muskets on their 
shoulders, and by police peons, who bore spears. 
Musicians with flags were mounted on the backs 
of elephants, camels, and horses, and they played 
on kettle and one-headed drums, and other instru- 
ments. The procession also included dancing-girls, 
with their drums and cymbals. In this order, the 
procession set out from the Governor’s residence at 
noon, and repaired to the tent erected outside the 
western gate. The Governor and his co-adminis- 
trators entered this. The soldiers were marshalled 
in a line on the glacis, up to the ramparts ; and 
everything was made ready for the arrival of the 
Naw&b. MM. Desmarets and Le Maire, and Kana- 
karaya Mudali, were deputed to intimate to him 
that everything was prepared for his reception. 
Having fulfilled their mission, they returned. Infor- 
mation arrived at 2, that the Nawfib had left his 
camp. Immediately afterwards, Sampati Rao and 
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It seems probable that these were Moplahs. 



278 


ANANDA RANQA PI^AIS DIART. 


Chap. XL 
1745. 

Arrival of 
his suite 
at the 
reception 
tent. 


Arrival of 
Nawab. 


His 

following-. 


Mir GrhulSm Husain arrived in a palanquin. Those 
who were in the tent issued forth, and having 
embraced the new-comers, led them in, and accom- 
modated them with seats. Shortly after this, Karim 
’All Kh an. ’Abd-ul-jalil, and a few others arrived. 
They were received with the same attentions ; that 
is, those who were in the tent came out, embraced 
them, brought them in, and conducted them to 
their seats. After this, Nawab Anwar-ud-din Khan 
arrived in a litter ; Husain Sahib, Miyan Sahib, Fath 
Muhammad ... * accompanying him in others. 
He was attended by musicians, who rode on elephants, 
and played on kettle, one-headed, and other kinds 
of drums. In his train came three elephants, twenty 
horsemen, a hundred foot, and twenty palanquins. 
During the time between that at which the cavalcade 
neared the angle of the ramparts, and that when it 
reached the tent where the Governor was waiting, 


a salute of fifty guns was fired. On its approach, 
the Governor, taking a few steps forward, passed 
through the inner door of the tent, and stationed 
Personal himself beyond the outer one, to receive the Nawab. 
byllln-CT. Whilst the latter was still seated in his litter, the 

nor. 

Governor embraced him, and walked along by his 
side until they reached the tent. Into this the 
litter was conveyed, and when the Nawhb alighted 
from it, the Governor embraced him once more. 
Then, all sat down, and conversed for nearly, half 


* Blank in the original. 
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an Indian hour. After this, they rose together, and Chap. xr. 
moved into the town. The following was the order 1745. 
in which they entered. The Naw&b, the Governor, ^tate y of n 
the Nawab’s grandson, M. Delarche — who under- andNawab - 
stands Hindustani — and a Muhammadan ; about 
four or five in all, were seated in a carriage drawn 
by three pail's of horses. Sampati Rao and Husain 
Sahib followed next, in a carriage and pair. The 
rest of the party got into their vehicles, or rode 
on their horses, and thus the entire cortege 
entered the town-gate. On this, the firing of 
a salute of fifty guns began. With great pomp, 
and with the roll of drums, the clang of cymbals 
and the sound of wind-instruments, the cavalcade 
moved along to the western gate, then turned due Route 
east, marched past Kanakaraya Mudali’s house, thepr£ T 

a cession. 

turned south, passed the Iswaran temple on the 
east, skirted the walls of the fort, entered the 
European street to the south of these, passed the 
church of the Capuchins, left the eastern side of 
the fort behind it, and finally drew up before the 
Governor’s house. During the progress of the 
procession, the western gate of the fort was kept 
closed ; the eastern one alone remained open. When ArriTal at 
the Nawab arrived at the Governor’s residence, a Governor, 
salute was fired from the ramparts facing the sea. 

He then entered the tent which had been pitched for 
him to the south of the house. The soldiers were 
next paraded before him, and he watched their 
manoeuvres for more than an hour. He then 
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expressed a desire to visit the fort, and was taken 
thither in a sedan-chair. He was accompanied by 
the Governor in a palanquin. When they entered 
the fort gate, they were received with military 
honours. The guards presented arms, and the drums 
rolled forth a welcome. They went on to the ram- 
parts, saw the clock-tower and the fortifications, 
watched the firing of mortars, and returned to the 
Governor’s house, where a table was spread, groaning 
under the weight of silver plates, cups, and dishes. 
Refreshments, consisting of sweets and fruit, were 
partaken of. Whilst the Naw&b was at table, his 
mace-bearers — five or six in number — secreted some 
of the silver plates and cups. The theft was dis- 
covered, the men were searched, and the stolen 
articles were taken from them. After the entertain- 
ment was concluded, presents were given to the 
Nawab. A list of these will be found at the end 
of this day’s narrative. After sunset, the walls 
of the fort, the ramparts, and the outside of the 
Governor’s house, were all brilliantly illuminated. 
There was also a display of fireworks. At 8 o’clock, 
the Nawab set out for his camp, when a salute of fifty 
guns was fired. This was repeated when he passed 
out of the gate of the fort. The Governor accom- 
panied him beyond the town-gate, and having there 
bidden him farewell, returned to Pondichery. The 
Nawab went to his camp at Nainiya Pillai’s choultry. 
On his way back, he passed through the Madras gate. 
So long as he was within the town, only one of the 



DETAILS OF PRESENTS MADE TO THE NAWlB. 


281 


gates was kept open, the rest being closed. The 
Naw fib’s age is eighty or eighty-five years ; Sampati 
Rao’s, fifty-five or sixty ; Husain Sahib’s, forty-five or 
fifty; Karim ’Ali Khan’s, thirty- five or forty; Mir 
Ghulam Husain’s, forty; Bangaru Yachama Xayak- 
kan’s, fifty-five or sixty; Tamalacheri Venkatapati 
Nayakkaa’s, fifty-five or sixty ; and the Kattu 
Rhj&’s son’s, eighteen or twenty. 

The following is a list of the articles which were 
presented to XawSb Anwar-ud-din Kh an : — 


1 Golden fillet a 

Pagodas. 

Fanams. 

1 * Sukkupachi ornament J va ^ ue ’ 

1 Roll, Spanish taifeta velvet! 

460 

0 

of Soria, blue and gold l va ^ e< ^ 

3 Velvet cushions j 

| 830 

0 

l Box of otto of roses, valued at 

60 

0 

1 Case, 24 boxes of pigments, valued at 

1 Box of candy, weight 285 lb , at 34 

40 

0 

fanams a lb., valued at ... 

4 Boxes of sugar, weighing 639 lb., 

38 

0 

valued at . 

16 Flasks Hungary water, at 3 fanams 

59 

0 

each, valued at ... 

12 Flasks Imperial water, f at 8 fanams 

2 

0 

each, valued at ... 

12 Flasks balm cordial, at 8 fanams 

4 

0 

each, valued at ... 

4 

0 


* The meaning of this word which, as it stands, is an exact translitera- 
tion of the Tamil, has not been discovered. 

f Li ttre (Dictionnaire de la Langue Frangaise) defines “ Eau imperiale ** 
as a spirit distilled from different sorts of herbs and spices. 
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Pagodas. 

Fanams. 

13 Flasks cordial- water, at 12 fanams 

each, valued at 

6 

12 

10 Flasks rose-water, at 18 fanams 

each, valued at 

7 

12 

28 Beads for ear pendants, valued at ... 

18 

0 

1 Clock, valued at 

35 

0 

1 Roll of velvet, 261 yards, at 5 

pagodas a yard, valued at 

130 

0 

1 Roll of velvet, 23 yards, at 4 pagodas 

a yard, valued at ... 

92 

0 

Gold net, 4 marks, at 15 pagodas each, 

valued at 

60 

0 

1 Bale brocade containing ten rolls, 

length 157 yards, valued at 

235 

12 

1 Double-barrelled gun, valued at . . 

20 

0 

Total value in pagodas ... 

2,104 

0 


[ Tuesday , lhth September 17 k5, or] 2nd PuratpUi 
of Krodhana. — The total value of the presents given 
to Sampati Rao this day amounted to 300 pagodas. 

Saturday ,* 26th September 17 1+5, or lhth Purat- 
tdsi of Krodhana. — When I waited on the Governor 
to-day, he said to me : “ What is the news regarding 
the English at Madras ? ” I replied : “ In conse- 
quence of the declaration of war in Europe, between 
France and England, a ship was despatched from 
the latter country in the month of Chittirai [April] 
last, and arrived at Madras on the 1st of Purattfisi, 


* Sic. But the correct day is Sunday. 
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corresponding to 13th September. On receipt of 
the news brought by her, the English there have 
commenced to strengthen their fortifications. They 
are mounting pieces of artillery on the fort, and 
equipping the batteries on the sea-shore with guns ; 
they remain night and day incessantly on the watch. 
The random reports received, such as, £ Here come 
the French ’ and 4 There come the French ’ greatly 
terrify them.” He rejoined : 44 1 must procure some 
positive information concerning this from Madras. 
How shall we manage to do so ?” I answered : 44 1 
can write to my agents there on the subject ; but 
if their communications happen to be detected, the 
consequences may be dangerous- to them.” Agreeing 
with me, he said : 44 Send some one from this to 
Mylapore. Let him ascertain the news from your 
friends at Madras, and write the same to you from 
there.” I accordingly . . . * Tanclavaraya 

Pillai . . . * 

Tuesday, \_%8th September 17J+5, or~\]6th Purat- 
tdsi of Krddhana. — Thi3 morning, the Governor, M. 
Dupleix, summoned me, and said : “ Prakasa Mudali 
has submitted a petition to me, from Karikal. He 
states in it that out of 1,700 pagodas expended 
in connection with the new village there, only 700 
were adjusted in the days of M. Febvrier, and 
that a balance of 1,000 pagodas is still outstanding.” 
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# Perished in the original, 
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He handed the communication to me, and asked 
that I would furnish a report upon it. 

Wednesday, [ 29th September 17 k5, or] 17th Pur at- 
tdsi of Krodhana . — When T presented myself before 
the Governor this morning, he said as follows : “ I 
have received a letter from Karihal to-day, in which 
it is stated that the matter in dispute between 
Prakasa Mudali and Tiruv^ngada Pillai has been 
settled.” He showed me the paper. I replied : “ I 
informed you once that Tiruvengada Pillai had 
written to me that during the period of M. Febvrier’s 
administration he paid the entire sum of 1,700 
pagodas. It is not known what has become of it.” 
He then asked whether Tiruvengada Pillai had not 
now addressed me on the subject. I answered in the 
negative. 

Saturday, [16th] October 17^5, or 3rd Arppisi of 
Krddhana . — At 8 this morning the church was the 
scene of a remarkable occurrence. The priest of 
Karikal, who is on a visit to Pondichery, noticed the 
distinction made between the Pariah and caste 
Christians when attending to perform their devotions. 
A wall has been erected, as a barrier, on the northern 
side of the interior of the church. On one side of this, 
the Pariahs collected for worship, and on the other, 
caste Christians, Eurasians, and Europeans, assembled 
during the service. This privilege was obtained by 
the Native Christians at some former time ; and the 
distinction of castes has been maintained up to now. 
The priest of KarikUl, however, was offended at this 
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and instigated the Pariah Christians living at the 
Panni Paracheri, the Big Paraeheri, the Burning- 
ground ParacMri, and the Ozhandai Paracheri ; and 
also the other Pariah and toti, or village service 
Pariah Christians, to remonstrate. They all went 
in a body to His Reverence the senior priest, and 
complained in these words: “If we are really your 
disciples, it behoves Your Reverence to treat us all 
alike. The Lord makes no distinction amongst his 
worshippers. The caste Christians have, however, 
thought fit to keep us without the pale, and you 
have acceded to their demand. We submit that 
this is a partial proceeding, and we request an expla- 
nation at the hands of Your Reverence.” The 
priest, having listened to all this, declared that their 
complaint was just, and immediately ordered the 
demolition of the barrier wall. Addressing the 
assembled people, lie said : “You are all my children ; 
you may, at your pleasure, mingle with the rest of 
the congregation, and attend divine worship.” So 
saying, he dismissed them with his blessing. 

An evening service was held to-day in the 
church. No distinction of caste was made, but 
Pariahs, Eurasians, Europeans, and Tamilians, all 
mingled together, and attended it. Native Christian 
females also came. The wife of AsSrappa Mudali, 
the sister’s son of Kanakaraya Mudali, who is in 
good circumstances, wnnt to the church, decked with 
all the ornaments that are worn by the women of 
her caste, and arrayed in muslin gauze, which was 
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perfumed. She approached the altar where the 
senior priest was ministering, knelt down, and was 
absorbed in listening to his exhortations. As 
soon as he smelt the sweet odour diffused by the 
lady’s clothes, he stopped preaching, held his nose, 
thrust the cane which he had in his hand into her 
hair-knot, and angrily addressed her thus: “Art 
thou not a married woman ? Art thou a dancing 
woman? Has thy husband no sense of shame? 
Can chaste ladies appear at church, dressed in 
muslin gauze, and exhibit their limbs, bosoms, and 
the very hair on their bodies ? Thou art a blessed 
woman indeed ! Thou hast attended divine service 
quite enough ! Rise, and begone to thy house ! ” 
Having thus spoken, he commanded her to go away. 
Afterwards, he summoned all the caste Christians, 
and enjoined on the women that hereafter they 
should not dress themselves in thin cloths, that they 
should not deck themselves with ornaments of the 
kind worn by the Tamilians, that they should tie 
their hair after the manner of Eurasians, and that 
they should not use any perfume. Thereupon, the 
Christians went in a body to the church, and argued 
the matter with him. Gavinivasa Mudali came for- 
ward, and opposed any change being made in the 
old order of things. He said that the recent orders 
were not agreeable to the entire body of the com- 
munity. Directions to expel this speaker by force 
were then given : when these were about to be carried 
out, he stepped forward, seized the priest by the cloak. 
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used abusive language, and then departed saying : 
“ We will not hereafter enter your church.” The 
Christian people then complained to Kanakar&ya 
Mudali. He pacified them, and went to see the 
priest, to whom he explained the difficulties of the 
case, and he consented to allow things remain as they 
were. After Kanakaraya Mudali had left, however, 
the priest went to the Governor, and told him that 
the Christians were rebelling against his authority, 
were meeting in large numbers, and were setting him 
at defiance. He begged that an order compelling 
them to attend the church might be issued. The 
Governor sent for Krimasi Pandit, the subordinate 
chief of the peons, and commanded him to arrest 
and imprison any Christians whom he might find 
assembling in a body of four or more persons, and 
talking with each other. Thenceforward, crowds 
ceased to gather in the streets. 

Sunday, [17th October 17k5, or] Uth Arppisi of 
Krodhana . — A few people went to church this 
morning. A barrier of chairs was put up, to separate 
the Pariahs from others. It is doubtful what course 
things will take. 

[Monday], 18th October 17 'k-5, or 5th Arppisi 
of Krddhann . — This afternoon at about 3, the 
Governor ordered his accountant Eanga Pillai to 
despatch two peons to fetch Vira Chetti, who came 
in company with Tiruvengada Pillai from Karikal. 
He was accordingly seized, and brought before 
the Governor. Orders were at once given that he 
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should be cast into the prison at the western gate 
of the fort. It is not known what has led to his 
confinement. People here are in an excited state 
about it. 

Tuesday, [ 19th October 171+5, or] 6ih Arppm of 
Krodhanrt . — This morning, TV andiwash Tiruvengada 
Pillai, who had arrived from Karikal, conversed 
with me when I was on my way home. As he came 
along with me as far as my house, I invited him 
to dine with me. 

Yesterday at 2 o’clock, the Governor sent for Vira 
Chetti, who had been incarcerated in the fort prison, 
and addressed him thus : “ The wife of Trichino- 
poly Kastfiri Rangaiyan, a woman who deserted 
her husband, remained at K&rik&l for four months, 
and has since come here, alleges that Tiruvengada 
Pillai owes her 1,000 pagodas. Are you aware of 
this ? ” He replied that he knew nothing about it. 
He was thereupon tied to a post, and beaten. On 
being thus pressed, he admitted that the woman’s 
statement was true. She is said to have asserted that 
Tiruvengada Pillai had asked of her a loan of 1 ,000 
pagodas ; that on her agreeing to lend this amount, 
he sent a note through Vira Chetti applying for it ; 
that she thereupon, retaining this, sent through 
VirS Chetti the sum required; and that the whole 
truth would come out if this man was closely interro- 
gated; She further sent a petition to the Governor 
enclosing the note, with an expression of her doubts 
whether the signature to it was actually that of 
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Tiruv&ngada Pillai, or whether he had caused it to 
he written by another. On seeing this paper, the 
Governor summoned Tiruv6ngada Pillai and inquired, 
whether he had borrowed 1,000 pagodas from the 
woman, or not. He replied : “ . . . * If 
that note contains my signature, or if she can 
otherwise prove that I received the loan, I will not 
only pay ten times the amount, but will also acquiesce 
in any penalty that may be inflicted on me. Please 
let me see the letter.” The Governor rejoined: 
“Why should it be shown to you? I have 
investigated the matter. You must repay the money 
within eight days.” Four of the Company’s peons 
were detailed to collect the amount. 

Thursday, \_kth November 17h5,or~\ 21st f Arppisi 
of Kiodhana . — Pondichery was last night visited 
bj r a hurricane, which commenced immediately 7 after 
sunset. It blew the whole night. The destruction 
caused by it cannot, even approximately, be esti- 
mated. During the night, the avenues of margosas 
and portias growing in the town wore uprooted. 
Many trees were twisted out of shape. The cocoa- 
nut, mango, and other trees in orchards and gardens 
were all laid low, and many persons have thereby 
been ruined. On the banks of the UppSru river, 
people had erected houses on the ground allotted 
to them, and were dwelling in these. During the 


* Perished in the original, 
f Sic. But the correct date is 22»d. 
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night, however, the river rose in flood, and the sluices 
constructed for the diversion of the water gave 
way, with the result that the houses in the three 
streets of the newly-formed suburb were all swept 
away. The water rose to the height of a cubit over 
the ruined buildings. Many were drowned; the 
cattle also perished in great numbers. The town 
of Pondichery was inundated, and those streets 
which were at a low level were submerged. In 
some places, the water reached up to the waist ; in 
others up to the thigh. Very many of the houses 
in the streets which lay under water collapsed. 
During the storm, crows, sparrows, and other birds, 
perished in large numbers and their remains lay 
floating on the water which filled the streets. The 
ravages of the gale were not confined to the town 
itself. They extended also to outlying places, 
where many houses were laid low. The plantations 
were utterly destroyed. The live stock outside the 
town dropped down, and died in great numbers. 
The dead sheep were purchased and brought into 
the city by the people, who cut them up, and 
laid the meat out to dry in their houses. The 
pieces of flesh, however, were soon wetted by 
the rain, and as they were not sufficiently dried, 
emitted a sickening stench, which pervaded the 
whole place. So great was this, that people were 
deterred for a couple of days or so, from moving 
about the streets. By the grace of God, however, 
the morning dawned, the wind abated, and the rain 
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ceased; and within three hours the floods subsided. 
The houses of the inhabitants were thus rendered 
safe. Had the storm continued a day longer, not a 
single build mg in the town would have remained 
standing. It was owing to their good deeds that 
God preserved the people from further injury. 

Saturday, [6th November 2745], or 25th * Arppisi 
of Krddhana . — After the expiry of the eight days 
allowed, Wandiwash Tiruveugada Pillai was, for a 
period of ten days from 'Wednesday, much harassed 
and tormented : he was not allowed to take food, or 
to chew betel and nut, and was compelled to stand 
exposed to the sun. Unshaken by all this, he 
steadfastly asseverated : “ I did not receive it. Do 
what you will”; and he remained starving. He 
then memorialized the Governor, who after retaining 
his petition for a day, sent it back to his house. His 
wife and other members of his family thereupon 
repaired to the Governor, fell at his feet, and cried 
aloud. He grew angry, and ordered them to be 
driven out. He then summoned a native officer 
and two peons, directed them to place Tiruveagada 
Pillai in confinement in the southern cell, at the 
western gate of the fort. Tiruvengada Pillai was at 
noon consigned to the prison allotted to him. 

Wednesday, [10th November 2745], or 29th f 
Arppisi of Krddhana . — This morning at 7, the 
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Governor, M. Dupleix, repaired to Mortandi Chavadi, 
as Pondichery does not agree with him in the rainy 
season, and he finds the climate of the other place 
more bracing. This exodus has become annual. It 
is said that he will not return before Christmas. 

Tuesday, [23rd November 1745, or] 12th Kdrttigai 
of Krddhana. — This night, a violent gale blew for 
three hours. Its force, however, would be but one- 
fortieth of that of the hurricane which raged on the 
21st Arppisi [3rd November], The disturbance in 
the weather in this instance was held to be due 
to the conjunction of three causes ; viz., the clay in 
question was a Tuesday, and a new-moon day ; and 
it was under the influence of the star Kettai. 
A.3 a proof of the correctness of the statement 
of the sastras * on the subject, the wind blew with 
violence for a while, and afterwards abated. On 
the former occasion, no one predicted that there 
would be a storm ; but every one knew that there 
was to be one this day, and waited for it with 
trembling. Gfod has, however, preserved us. 

Sunday, [28th November 1745, or] 17th Kdrttigai 
of Krddhana. — From 7 o’clock last night, until 9 
this morning, a hurricane swept over the town, 
with much violence. Its strength might be about 
three-fourths of that of the first storm, but many 


* The common astrological saying is that if the new moon falls on 
a Tuesday, and the governing constellation of that particular day be that 
named Kettai, a storm will certainly occur on it. The word “ sastras ’ 
here bears the meaning “ science ” or “ scientific (i.e. astrological) works.’ 
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people are inclined to think that it was only half 
as severe. This low estimate is owing to the 
smaller amount of damage caused ; all the mischief 
that could be done having occurred during that pre- 
ceding it. This last, however, laid low the trees 
which had escaped the violence of the first. Never 
before have there been three storms within the same 
month. What evil times may these be ? 

Tuesday, [ 30th November 2745], or 19th Kdrttlgai 
of Krddhana . — This day, there was an event worthy 
of record. In the village of Reddipalaiyam, to the 
east of Ozhukarai, a church has been constructed by 
Kanakaraya Mudali, and he has placed some images 
therein. In honour of this, he invited, without 
distinction, all the Brahmans, Vellazhas, Komuttis , 
Chettis, goldsmiths, weavers, oil-mongers, and people 
of other castes ; and all Europeans and Christians, 
and entertained them with a feast at Ozhukarai. 
Choultries and gardens were allotted for the prepara- 
tion of food by Brahman cooks, and meals for Yel- 
lSzhas were cooked in the house of Agambadaiyans.* 
All the arrangements were made in strict conformity 
with the religious scruples of each caste, and the 
people who attended received every attention. 
Meals for Europeans were prepared atPondichery,and 
brought over to Ozhukarai. Tables were procured 


* Mr. H. A, Stuart in his Census Report (1891) writes to the effect that 
the Agambadaiyans, Maravans and Kalians are three closely allied castes. 
According to an oil saying “ A Kalian became a Uaravan, the Mararan 
became an Agambadaiyan, and the Agambadaiyan became a Vellazha”, 
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for them to dine at, and every comfort was provided 
for them. The Governor M. Dupleix, and his 
consort, in company with all the members of Council, 
repaired thither, and partook of the banquet. He 
remained until 5 in the evening, and then returned 
to Mort&ndi Cbavadi. All the people of Pondichery 
who went to Ozhukarai enjoyed themselves, and 
proceeded homewards in the evening. Neither in 
the arrangements which Kanakaraya Mudali made, 
nor in the supplies which he procured, was there 
anything wanting. Nevertheless, despite the heavy 
cost of the entertainment, and the elaborate natnre 
of the preparations, there was something which 
detracted from the splendour, grace, and excellence 
of the hospitalities. Persons of every persuasion 
should abide by the rules prescribed for them : 
their conduct, so regulated, would look consistent. 
Although of a different persuasion, he followed the 
practice of a Hindu; assembled people of that 
religion ; and gave them a treat which afforded room 
for dispraise and derision, and every man gave vent to 
his criticisms as he saw fit. If he wished to conform 
to the rules of his church, and the commands of 
his scriptures, he should have entertained only the 
Europeans, Native Christians, Pariahs, and such 
others ; whose associations brought them in touch 
with his religion. Even this would be considered 
derogatory to one of his position and reputation. 
However magnificent may be the style of any social 
act in which one indulges ; if it be at variance with 
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the established practice of the community concerned, 
it cannot redound to one’s credit. If a man who 
has forsaken his religion, and joined another, reverts 
to the manners and customs of his former belief, he 
must inevitably draw upon himself contempt ... * 

[Friday], 31st December, 17 k5, or 20th [J1 IdrgasM] 
of Krddhana . — On Friday night, Krimasi Pandit 
and some of his men arrested Adiyappan who had 
been the agent for Fort St. David here, the Telugu 
peon — a short individual — who was with him, and 
two Muhammadan peons. Adiyappan was residing 
in a certain house at Mudaliyiirpettai, where he wrote 
a letter, and being caught in the act of delivering 
it to the two Muhammadan peons, he was arrested, 
and put in prison. After the letter written by him 
had been examined, he was, on the following night, 
taken to the subterranean cell on the western side 
of the fort, and was bound with heavy chains ; his 
thread was then cut off, his hair was shorn, his 
clothes were taken away, his waist strings were 
removed; and in this state he was left. The Gov- 
ernor directed one Parasurama Pillai to feed him. 
This man has to supply Adiyappan daily with rice- 
cakes and butter-milk, and on these he lives. 

Saturday, [5th February 17 kO , or] 27th Tai of 
Krddhana . — The events which occurred in the town 
of Pondichery on Saturday evening at 5, were as 
follows : — 


Chap, XI. 
1746. 


Arrest of 
Adiyappan 
and others. 


Imprisoned 
and treated 
with every 
indignity. 


* Perished in the original. 
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The troops were mustered, and orders to beat the 
drums were given. The soldiers, Muhammadans of 
Mahe and our Carnatic sepoys, were collected. The 
Europeans numbered about 200, the East Indians 100, 
the Muhammadans of Mahe 100, and the Carnatic 
sepoys 100. These 500 men set out in a body, in 
regular array. The twelve troopers who formed the 
body guard of the Governor marched in front, on 
horseback. Then followed fifteen of the European 
factors, mounted, and carrying arms. In the midst 
of the force of soldiers were five or six field pieces with 
gunners, and from ten to twenty boxes of powder. 
Ten grenades, made of clay, were given to each of the 
soldiers, Mahe Muhammadans, and Carnatic sepoys. 
The officers, majors, and captains, armed with swords, 
muskets and other weapons, accompanied the troops. 
The Governor, with his wife, proceeded to the fort, 
and, after bidding them move on, went in advance, 
and halted near the garden of M. de Bausset, on 
the road leading to Ariyankuppam. The force, 
including the officers, the soldiers, and others, left 
by the western gate of the fort, marched in front of 
the residence of M. d’Espremenil, followed the high 
road to Villianallfir, passed the Yillianallur gate, and 
taking the road leading to Ariyankuppam, proceeded 
towards Cuddalore. After saluting the Governor 
and his wife, who waited on the road, the troops 
went on, and halted at Ariyankuppam ... * 


* Perished in the original. 
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The Council met, and the resolution arrived at 
by it is referred to below. Intelligence was received 
from Mahe that a squadron of from five to ten 
French ships was on its way hither, and was in all 
probability approaching the roadstead. The English, 
also, were apprised of this fact from Anjengo, 
and Tellicherry. They have at present in their 
possession the four French ships — from France, 
Aclieen, Manilla, and China— which are prizes taken 
by them last year ; as also the following of their 
own, which arrived from England this season ; 
namely, five of the Company’s and two of the King’s. 
Add to these eleven, the five or six large ships 
which they have appropriated from those captured 
by them since, and the English have in all twenty- 
two sail ; so that when their fleet encounters ours, 
the enemy would be about two and-a-half times the 
stronger. Taking this into consideration, should a 
force advance on Cuddalore, the English would be 
obliged to keep about five or six of their fleet for 
the protection of that place, and two or three might 
be required to remain at Madras. This would 
reduce the enemy’s ships by half their number, 
and when they then met ours, the latter should be 
able to deal with them effectively, and reach the 
roads here. This is the news of to-day. What 
takes place later on will be related hereafter. 

[*S hmday], 6tli February 1746, or 28th Tai of Krd- 
dhana . — The troops which halted at Ariyankuppam 
yesterday left there this day, Sunday, and marching 
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by way of Siugarikoyil to the choultry at Tavala- 
kuppam, which lies to the eastward, halted on the 
road. It is said that they tore down by handfuls a 
stack of straw which was there, and scattered it on 
the ground. They are at present at the same place. 
Nothing further is known about them. 

. * from Surat who stated as follows : 
“ They said to us : ‘ They might raise a report that 
they saw a letter mentioning that you had departed ; 
you had better go quickly.’ But on coming here, 
we do not find anything of the kind.” They 
said that they had reached this in twenty-seven 
days. 

At in the morning, the Governor sent for the 
chief of the peons, was angry with him, and said : 
“ How is it that you did not go.” Thereupon the 
man reported the matter to Kanakaraya Mudali, who 
was at home, unwell. He sent for Krimasi Pandit, 
who had been without employment for the last 
fifteen days, ordered him to perform his duty as 
before, and directed him to join the force which 
was at Tavalakuppam choultry. He and the chief 
of the peons accordingly departed. 

Azhaga Pillai, accountant of the court, went to 
M. Duquesne, the commander of the force which 
was encamped at Tavalakuppam, and reported 
that the soldiers and Muhammadans of Make were 
plundering the bazaarmen and petty dealers who had 


* Perished in the original, 
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come there, and he begged the issue of instructions 
to put a stop to these outrages. 

The following intelligence concerning Cudda- 
lore and Fort St. David has been received. The 
authorities there, apprehending an attack from 
Pondichery, have reinforced the garrison of 
Fort St. David, and Cuddalore itself, with soldiers, 
and have stationed Carnatic sepoys in twenties and 
thirties on the roads round about tbe town bounds. 
The residents of Tirupp-ippuliyur, Manjakuppam, 
and other villages within the bounds, who even in 
times of peace have dreaded an inroad by the French, 
are in a state of utter consternation at the idea 
of an actual attack. What will become of them if 
they Learn that an army is really advancing upon 
them? . . . * It is reported that they have 
sent their property to places of strength and 
security ; that they are ready to send their families 
also thereto ; and that their alarm is indescribable. 

The English have captured the ships bound for 
Pondichery, and have received a reinforcement of 
men-of-war from England and other places. This 
accounts for their activity: nevertheless they are 
much troubled owing to their leader, the Governor, 
being a worthless fellow, and a man devoid of 
wisdom. Although Pondichery receives no ships, 
her Government lacks funds, the enemy has seized 
her vessels, she is feeble and wanting in strength, 


Chap. XL 


1746. 

News from 
Cuddalore 
and Fort 
St. David. 


Precautions 

against 

attack. 


Consterna- 
tion in 
surround- 
ing 

country. 


Steps taken 
to secure 
property, 
etc. 


English 
reported 
to have 
captured 
French 
fleet, and 
received 
reinforce- 
ments. 


Alarm, not- 
withstand- 
ing, of 
English. 


Perished in the original. 



300 


AN AND A RANG A FILLAI'S DIART. 


Chap. XI. 


1746. 


Pondichery 
contrasted 
with her 
enemies. 

Fear 

universally 
entertained 
other attri- 
buted to 
M. Dupleix. 


Panegyric of 
diarist on 
him. 


and her inhabitants are in misery ; although she 
has all these disadvantages, no sooner is mention 
made of her than the Nawfibs, and other magnates 
in the interior, become alarmed. When her name 
is nttered, her enemies tremble, and dare not stir. 
All this is owing to the ability, readiness and luck 
of the present Governor, M. Dupleix. His method 
of doing things is not known to any one, because 
none else is possessed of the quick mind with 
which he is gifted. In patience he has no equal. 
He has peculiar skill in carrying out his plans and 
designs ; in the management of affairs, and in 
governing ; in fitting his advice to times and persons ; 
in maintaining at all times an even countenance ; , 
in doing things through proper agents ; in address- 
ing them in appropriate terms ; and in assuming a 
bearing at once dignified and courteous towards 
all . . . * 

Owing to these qualities, he has acquired such a 
reputation as to make all people say that he is the 
master, and that others are useless individuals. 
Because God has favoured him with unswerving 
resolution, and because he is governing Pondichery 
on an occasion when she is threatened with danger, 
her inhabitants are confident, and fearless ; and are 
even able to defy the people of towns opposed to 
them. This is due solely to the skill and admin- 
istrative ability" of the Governor. If he did not 


* Perished in’ the original. 
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occupy this position, and if the danger had occurred 
in the times of his predecessors, the inhabitants of 
this city would be a hundred times more disturbed 
and terrified than the followers of the invader : 
such is the general opinion regarding M. Dupleix. 
Besides this, if his courage, character, bearing, 
greatness of mind, and skill in the battle field, were 
put to the test, he could be compared only with the 
Emperor Aurangzeb, and Louis XIV ; and not with 
any other monarch. But how am I to paint all Ids 
high and praiseworthy characteristics ? I have 
described him only so far as my simple mind allows 
me. People of better capacity could do this more 
completely than I. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

FROM FEBRUARY 7™, 17 $6, TO MARCH U™, 1746. 

Portuguese ship St. Louis arrives — Pursued by English vessels — Cause of 
this — English anchor off fort — One of their ships departs for Fort St. 
David — Precautions against attack — Cargo of St. Louis — Governor 
directs letter to be sent to chief dubash, Fort St. David — Mahfuz 
Khan desires to visit Governor — Deputation goes out to receive him 
— Outrages by force at Tavalakuppam — Governor of Fort St. David 
arranges for reprisals — English ships arrive otf Pondichery — Make 
attempt in boats to attack batteries — Retire to ships— Force at 
Tavajakuppam moves to Ariyankuppam — English squadron threatens 
night attack — Precautions taken — Return of deputation sent to Mahfuz 
Khan — Another pays ceremonial visit — Returns and reports to 
Governor — Appearance and manners of Mahfuz Kfean — Reception by 
him of deputation — Return of troops from Ariyankuppam — Departure 
of the English ships — Mahfuz Kh an requests same honours as Nawab 
— Governor consents — State entry with Governor — Value of presents 
made to him — Death of chief dubash Kanakaraya Mudali — Wife 
personally reports his illness to Madame Dupleis — Who visits the sick 
man — Wife claims the whole estate — Enlists, by insinuating languaeg, 
support of Madame Dupleis— Who speaks to her husband on the subject 
— House, etc., of deceased placed under seal — The funeral — Marks of 
respect shown by Governor and others — Period of service of Kanaka- 
raya Mudali — Male relatives of deceased visit Governor to express 
their grief — Propriety of Governor making presents suggested to 
diarist — He submits this — Governor gives orders to procure broad-cloth 
— Presents it to party and dismisses it — Diarist accompanies Chinna 
Mudali home— Summoned by Governor regarding disputed succession 
to estate of deceased — Reference to heads of castes ordered — These 
assemble — Arbitrators selected — The instructions given to them 
— Hear either side — Arguments adduced— Reply of Chinna Mudali — 
Arbitrators find that he is lawful heir — Record formal opinion as to 
treatment of widow, etc. — Make personal report to Governor — He 
questions them as to certain points — Directs formal award in accord- 
ance with their opinion — Approved and signed by Governor — 
Memorial service for Kanakaraya Mudali— Meeting of Council — Small 
force marches southward— Object of this — Governor sends for diarist 
—Referring to his indebtedness to Company, asks what he does with 
his money He defends himself — Governor suggests payment of 
certain money Diarist denies receipt of this — Questioned as to 
permitting a certain family to quit Pondichery — Again defends 
himself — Governor desires him to reoall the party— Diarist urges that 
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inquiry should be made into report against him — Governor turns the 
conversation— Diarist presses for inquiry — Governor still avoiding 
the subject, gives orders regarding other matters — Rascality of 
one Venkatakrishnan — His story to Appu regarding large loan to 
Minakshi Animal— Connection of Madame Dupleix with attempt to 
recover this sum — Questions asked by Governor assigned to this — 
Moralisations on what has occurred. 

[Monday-], 7th February 17 kb, or 29th Tai of 
Krodhaua . — The events of this day have been the 
following 1 : — 

At noon, the Portuguese ship St. Louis, captain, 
M. Antonio-de-Caetan, arrived here from Madras, 
cast anchor, and fired three guns to salute the vessels 
in the roads : these were returned by a like number. 
Seven guns were then fired by the St Louis, in 
compliment to the fort, which replied with a similar 
salute. Four English sail came in pursuit of 
this ship. Having caught sight of her, they hove to 
at a distance. The captain inquired why they were 
following him. It appears that when the St. Louis 
was on her way from Chandernagore, the English 
sailors at Madras seized and detained her in the 
roads there. When inquiry was made as to her 
nationality, the reply was she was Portuguese 
. . . * Those in charge of her were asked to sell 

all the merchandise that was on board, and to buy 
goods there in exchange. They agreed to this, 
pretended to bargain, deceived the English, set sail, 
and escaped during the night. The St, Louis was 
therefore pursued on the following morning. Such 
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was the explanation given. The three ships and 
the sloop whicli chased her arrived in the roads 
between 3 and half-past 4 in the afternoon, and 
cast anchor on the north-eastern side of the fort 
Two others came from Fort St. David, and anchored 
to the south-east. Of the four vessels which came 
from the north, one fired a gun, and then started 
southwards for Fort St. David, bearing new3 to that 
place. When she arrived abreast of the anchorage, 
the Governor went to the fort, summoned all the 
soldiers who were there, distributed them in the 
batteries on the beach, directed them to load all the 
guns and mortars that were in these, and to keep 
ready powder, shot, shells, and grenades ; in short, 
he made all the necessary preparations, and then, 
at half-past 5, proceeded home. The inhabitants 
of the town who went to watch this strange sight 
numbered 10,000. The Governor noticing all these 
people, said to them : “ You have been looking at 
this long enough ; you now had better go home.” 
I also went, and saw what was going on. The 
goods which were brought in the Portuguese ship 
St. Louis were wheat, rice, and candles; it is said 
that there were also some sundry goods from 
Chandernagore. This cargo was being unloaded by 
boats until 2 in the morning. 

Tuesday, 8th February 171+6, or 30th Tai of 
Krddhana . — . . . * under that assumed name. 


* Perished in the original. 
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They also said that the youngest 3on of one Fidelgue, 
formerly a resident of this town, had been appointed 
captain, and sent off. 

The English ships which arrived yesterday are 
yet in the roads. They have not moved. 

To-day, the Governor sent for me, and desired me 
to write a letter to Rangappa Nayakkan, the dubash 
of the Governor of Fort St. David. I accordingly 
did so, and kept a copy. "When a reply is received, 
I shall refer to it. 

This day, Mahfuz Khan, the son of Nawab 
Anwar-ud-din Khan of Arcot subah, went to Arcot, 
met his father, who was unwell, and departed, in- 
tending to return to Trichinopoly. He was anxious 
to pay a visit, on his way, to the Governor of Pondi- 
chery, to whom he wrote to this effect. The report is 
that the Governor ordered a letter to be sent inviting 
Mahfuz KMn to visit him. He directed Chinna 
Mudali, the younger brother of Kanakaraya Mudali, 
and Madananda Pandit, to go out, and receive him. 
Accordingly, at 4 in the afternoon, Chinna Mudali, 
Madananda Pandit, and twenty peons, left for this 
purpose. 

This afternoon, inquiry has elicited the following 
information regarding the doings of the force which 
went to Tavalakuppam choultry, and its leaders. 
Having encamped at that place, their practice was 
to set out as though on a march, advance as far as 
the boundary of Marikrishnfipuram, and waylay and 
illtreat any persons whom they met. They 
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attacked the [English] Company’s post runners at 
Nallam BUpu Reddi’s choultry, and told them to 
inform their masters of what they had done. The 
Governor of Fort St. David, who came to hear of 
this, communicated the news to the commander of 
the men-of-war, supplied him with some Europeans 
and Carnatic sepoys, as well as three large boats, 
and instructed him to retaliate. He accordingly 
came with four ships. Anchoring in proximity 
to the coast, he despatched two or three native 
craft, each carrying a party of 100 men composed 
of Europeans and natives. These first approached 
the St. Louis battery, to the north of the fort, and 
there twenty of the men disembarked, but when 
they saw a gun in the battery trained upon them, 
they retired to their boats, and moved to the south 
of the fort, opposite to the St. Lawrence battery, 
where they again landed. On seeing however a 
gun there, too, aimed at them, they again took to 
their boats, and returned to the ships. What may 
take place oo-night is not known. The object of 
the English in acting as they have done is to 
imitate the course followed by the French near 
Fort St. David, who made but a show of warlike 
operations, and in this respect they have outdone 
them. 

The troops which went to Tavalakuppam choul- 
try some time ago, and the officers and factors, 
moved to Ariyankuppam. The latter alone came to 
Pondichery this evening. It is not known whether 
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the force at Ariyankuppam will remain there, or 
depart thence, 

Wednesday, 9th February 171+6, or 1st Maui of 
Krddhana . — The news of this Wednesday is as 
follows : Last night, at about three Indian hours 
after sunset, the English squadron, completely lit up, 
stood inshore for a while, and then moved back to its 
former position. The Governor, who was apprised 
of this, set out at once for the beach, having previ- 
ously ordered the lights to be extinguished. He 
cautioned the soldiers and gunners there to be on 
the alert, and then returned home. He afterwards 
supped, and went to bed. This became known in 
the morning. 

At noon this day, Tanappa Mudali and Ma- 
dananda Pandit, who had been to see Mahfuz Kh an, 
the son of the Nawab, returned, and reported to 
the Governor that they had visited him near Vazhu- 
davur, and that he had halted at KadirampiUaiyar 
Koyil — called also Vira Reddi’s choultry — situated 
on the other side of Saram. At 4. the Governor 
deputed M. Miran and M. Barthelemy, together with 
Chinna Mudali and Madananda Pandit, and musi- 
cians, on another visit of honour to Mahfuz Kh an. 
These paid their respects to him at his camp, and 
returning, reported to the Governor that they had 
done so. He informed them that he would invite 
Mahfuz Khan to visit him on the following day, and 
told them to go home ; they then retired. 
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Being questioned regarding their interview, 
Chinna Mudali and Madananda Pandit said as fol- 
lows : “ When we visited him, he did not know how 
to treat us ; he is incapable of making himself re- 
spected ; his skin is exactly the colour of a Lubbay’s, 
black and ugly ; manners are unknown to him ; even 
our peons are orderly, decent, and wear clean cloths 
and turbans ; he is worse than they ; you can judge of 
him to-morrow when he comes here.” When they 
paid their respects to Mahfuz Khan, what happened 
was this : M. Miran and M. Barthelemy offered him 
their compliments. He bade them give his to the 
Governor, and said : “ I have not brought any cloths. 
I came away in a hurry. I therefore have none 
ready to offer you. To-morrow, I will send presents 
to you, and to the Governor.” With these words, 
and in a beggarly fashion, he let them go. His 
desire was that the Governor should receive him at 
the town-gate — as he did the Nawab — and that all 
the marks of honour bestowed on him should be 
the same as were offered to that potentate. He 
requested Chinna Mudali and Madananda Pandit to 
convey this wish to the Governor, and they did so. 
We will see what is going to happen. 

This evening at two Indian hours after sunset, 
the force which was at Ariyankuppam, and its 
leaders, came to Pondichery ; without the knowledge 
of any one. What will occur hereafter is unknown. 

All the English ships which were off the coast 
set sail at one Indian hour after sunset, and stood to 
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the southward. Whether they will return to-night, 
or quit this neighbourhood, is uncertain. This will 
be seen to-morrow. 

Thursday, 10th February 171^6, or 2nd Mdsi oj 
Krodhana . — When the Nawab came here some time 
ago with Mir A’zam, who had married the niece 
of Mir Grhulam Ilusain, he pitched his camp outside 
the town-gate, and tokens of respect were offered 
to him. Mahfuz Khan sent word to the effect 
that the same honours should be bestowed on 
him also. This was reported to the Governor, who 
consented to show him the attentions requested. 
Accordingly, a camp was erected near the Vazhu- 
d&vffr gate, at the spot where tents are usually 
pitched for the reception of the Naw£b. The Gov- 
ernor repaired to this, along with the members of 
Council, accompanied by kettle-drums and other 
emblems of state. He thence deputed Chinna 
Mudali, Madananda Pandit, and M. Miran, to meet 
Mahfuz Kh an. It was 2 in the afternoon when they 
escorted him to the Governor, who went as far as the 
doorway, and there received him. After sitting for 
half an Indian hour in the tent, the Governor, Mahfuz 
Khan and Saiyid Jalil, entered a coach drawn by 
six horses : M. Miran accompanied them to act as 
interpreter, and the vehicle moved on. Some other 
influential men followed in carriages. All the guns 
in the two batteries were then discharged. Prior 
to this, and as the Nawab entered the fort gate, 
salutes were likewise fired. All the marks of respect 
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which were accorded to Nawab Anwar- ud-din Kh an, 
on his arrival here, were adhered to on this occa- 
sion. Presents were made to the extent of 800 
pagodas. I will hereafter record the details of these. 
Some were given privately ; some publicly. I will 
mention the particulars bye and bye. 

Saturday, 12th February 17 k6, or hth Mdsi of 
Krddhana . — This morning at daybreak, at 5 pre- 
cisely, Kanakaraya Mudali, the chief dubash of 
Pondichery, departed this life. 

On the afternoon of yesterday, the Mudali was 
very ill, and almost unconscious. His wife sent word 
of this to the wife of the Governor, and she went also 
in person, and reported the matter to her. She fur- 
ther went to the Mudali, and said to him : “You are 
so ill and broken, why do you remain away from your 
house ? Please come home.” As he was displeased 
with her, he replied : “ I will come ; you had better 
go ” ; and he sent her away. The Governor’s wife 
came, and spoke soothing words to him, took him 
into her carriage, brought him to his residence, and 
put him in his bed chamber. Then Nakahatram, 
the wife of Kanakaraya Mudali, told the Governor’s 
wife of the misunderstanding existing between 
herself and her husband, and alluding to the steps 
which he had been taking for the bequest of his 
property to his brother and his sister’s children, 
— a fact which, she said was within the knowledge 
of Madame Dupleix -she observed that his brother 
could have no concern in the estate ; that after 
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their father’s death, a division had been made 
between them, and that therefore Chinna Mudali 
had no claim whatever ; that if he had had issue, 
the case woald have been different; but that as he 
had none, he had no right of any sort to the property, 
and that she was the sole heiress to the whole of it. 
She then told the Governor’s wife, in insinuating 
language, that if she put her in possession of all 
the property, she would act in accordance with 
her wishes. She further said to Madame Dupleix : 
“ After my husband shall have breathed his last, if 
you only seal his house and effects, we will 3ee 
later on what can be done.” The Governor’s 
wife returned home, and having in view the pros- 
pect of gain held out, she minutely detailed to 
her husband all that had happened, and took the 
requisite steps to ensure the safety of the estate. 
This is what took place to-day. 

Sunday, 13th February 1 7 If 6, or 5tli Mdsi of Krd- 
dhana . — The events which occurred at Pondichery 
this day have been as follows : After Kanakaraya 
Mudali expired yesterday, Saturday, at two Indian 
hours before daybreak, the King’s Attorney, 
Councillor M. . . . ,* and the greffier M. 
Desmarets, came by order of the Governor, sealed 
the house and other property of the deceased, set a 
guard over them of eight peons and an accountant 
of the court, named Ranga Pillai, and went away. 
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The Mudali’s body, handsomely dressed, girt with 
the laced sash which M. Dumas had sent from 
Europe, and adorned in many other ways — exactly 
as a king when coming out of his palace — was then 
put in a coffin; and the corpse was brought out 
at 7 in the evening. A stately horse, followed by 
forty soldiers, bearing arms, was led in front of the 
procession ; the drums beat a funeral march ; forty 
European boys studying in the mission college 
marched along in two lines, on either side of the 
cortege ; and the priests of the church of the Capu- 
chins and that of St. Paul went along reciting 
prayers, according to the rites prescribed by their 
religion. Then the Councillors and the ladies 
of their families, numbers of the European gentry 
of both sexes, natives, Muhammadans, and other 
people, including women, came out to look at the 
procession. There was no one in the crowd who did 
not feel sorry for this death. As the corpse was in 
this wise being borne along from the house to the 
burial ground, amidst general mourning, the Gov- 
ernor, his lady, and some of the Councillors, came, and 
waited near the Kalatti fswaran temple. When the 
coffin approached, the Governor and those with him 
stood up, holding candles in their hands, according to 
the rites of the Christian religion ; and after it had 
passed them, they gave these away, entered their 
palanquins, and went home. When the corpse 
reached the cemetery, the coffin was lowered into the 
vault wherein the body of the Mudali’s son was 
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buriocl ; the soldiers then discharged a volley, and 
eleven guns were fired from the fort. After the 
deceased had been thus interred, the people departed. 
The regret and sorrow felt and expressed by the 
younger brother of the dead man cannot be 
described. When the mourners returned, those who 
had come to condole took leave, and went home. 

The Mudali entered on his duties on Friday [15th 
September 1721], the 3rd Purattasi of Krodhi, being 
the twelfth lunar day, or Dwadesi, when the constel- 
lation was Magha. It was when in the employ- 
ment of the Company that he died. He served 
twenty-one years, five months, and a few days. 
Scarcely has it been the lot of any one else to live 
without interruption in the same style, for so long a 
period. 

Tuesday, 15th February 17 h6, or 7th Mast of 
Krddli ana . — This morning at 8, Cliinna Mudali, 
Jaganivasa Mudali, the latter’s younger brother 
Malaiyappa Mudali, and Asarappa Mudali, repaired 
to the residence of the Governor, and expressed 
to him their grief at the demise of Kanakaraya 
Mudali. He, and the Deputy Governor who was 
then there, told them that it was the lot of all 
mortals, and remained silent. Yasudeva Pandit 
then suggested to me that it would be improper 
if presents were not made to them by the Governor, 
and said that the slight would be imputed to me. 
Thereupon, taking Seshachala Clietti with me, I 
stood before the Governor. On his inquiring what 
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we wanted, I told him that S^shachala Chetti 
desired to submit that Chinna Mudali and Malai- 
yappa Mudali should respectively be given four, 
and two yards, of broad-cloth. He accordingly 
ordered that six yards of this should be procured 
from the storehouse in the fort, as also betel, nut, 
and rose-water. These were accordingly brought, 
and this was reported to the Governor. He there- 
upon summoned Chinna Mudali and Malaiyappa 
Mudali, presented them with the articles mentioned, 
and bade them pray to God with all their heart. 
They then took leave of him, and returned to their 
residences. On the way, they called at the house 
of the Deputy Governor, who promised to do what 
he could for them. They thanked him, and went 
home. The Company’s merchants, I, and a few 
others, accompanied Chinna Mudali, and sat in the 
verandah of his house, where he presented us with 
betel and nut. We then took leave of him, and 
came away. 

Tuesday, 1st March 17^6, or 21st Mad of 
Krodhana . — At 10 this morning, the Governor 
summoned Karuttambi Nayinar and me, in connec- 
tion with a difference between Chinna Mudali 
and Malaiyappa Mudali regarding the estate of the 
deceased Kanakaraya Mudali. He said that the 
dispute called for settlement by a reference to the 
leading members of the different castes, ordered 
Karuttambi Nayinar to convene a meeting of these 
next morning, and told him that he would afterwards 
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give further instructions. The Nayinar accordingly 
sent the necessary intimation, through some of the 
peons of the Company, to the men concerned. 

Wednesday, 2nd March 17h6, or 22nd Musi of 
Kro dhan a . — T he leading castemen assembled this 
morning, and were in attendance. This being re- 
ported to the Governor, he stepped into the great 
hall of his residence, and summoned them thither. 
They accordingly went in, and greeted him. He 
looked them over, and selected the following 
twenty as arbitrators, to adjudicate on the matter 
in dispute : — 

Ananda Ranga Pillai. 

Lakshmana Nayakkan. 

Sankara .Aiyan. 

Adi Yaraha Chetti. 

Chidambara Chetti. 

Arunachala Chetti. 

Kalatti Chetti. 

Ezhuttukkara Bhiman. 

Kondi Chetti. 

Nallatambi Mudali. 

Tillai Mudali. 

Pavazhakkara Uttira Peddu Chetti. 

Peddachi Chetti. 

Sungu Mutt urama Chetti. 

Sungu Seshachaia Chetti. 

Salatu Yenkatachala Chetti. 

Yir a. Chetti. 
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Ariyappa Mudali. 

Chinnadu Mudali. 

Karuttambi Nayiuar. 

These twenty persons were directed to hold an 
inquiry as to whether the brother of Kanakaraya 
Mudali, or the widow of the latter, was the rightful 
owner ; and on whom the inheritance devolved. 
They were required to hear the pleadings of either 
side, and to conscientiously state their individual 
opinions. The garden-house which is at present the 
property of the Company, but which formerly be- 
longed to M. Dumas, was assigned to them in order 
to hold sittings there for the prosecution of their 
investigations. The twenty arbitrators specified 
above made their obeisances to the Governor, took 
leave of him, and departed . . . * 

Thursday, 3rd March 17h6, or 23rd Musi oj 
Krddhana. — -The arbitrators assembled this morning 
in the Company’s garden-house, summoned Chinna 
Mudali, the brother of the deceased Kanakaraya 
Mudali, on the one side, and JaganivSsa Mudali 
and Malaiyappa Mudali, the brothers of Kak shat ram 
Animal, the widow of the deceased, on the other ; and 
they were asked to state their case'. The former 
asserted that he was the legal heir to all the effects 
of the deceased, and that none other had any claim 
to these. The adverse party urged that the 
ancestral property of the family had been divided 


* Perished in the original. 
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amongst the brothers, sisters, and their mother, and 
consequently that the partition which had been 
made precluded Chinna Mudali from preferring any 
claim to the estate of his brother. They moreover 
pointed out that in the year SiddMrti [1739], 
when he was dangerously ill, he willed away all 
his property to his wife. They argued that he 
would not have done this, but for the existence 
of a previous partition between the brothers, and 
that his brother would not have agreed to such 
a disposition of property had matters been other- 
wise. They stated that in the absence of a joint 
interest in his estate, Kanakaraya Mudali allowed 
his brother to bequeath it as he chose, and raised 
no objection. The rejoinder of Chinna Mudali to 
this was as follows : “Of what weight, as proof, 
are these hearsay words ? I, also, can say ten 
thousand things such as this. Is there written evi- 
dence, or partition deed, or are there eye-witnesses, 
to establish the division between my brother and 
me. Let them produce any such proof, and I will 
abandon my claim.” The arbitrators then asked 
him how he could account for the will alleged to 
have been executed by him during his illness. His 
answer was : “ At the time that I was seriously indis- 
posed, I sent for Sankara Aiyan, Adi Yarfiha Chetti, 
Clddambara Chetti, Vira Chetti, merchants of the 
Company, and two or three others, and requested 
them to represent to my brother that all my 
earnings would, as I had always been under his 
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protection, amount to no more than 1,000 or 1,500 
pagodas ; that this amount would be less than his 
expenditure for a month ; and that I admitted that 
1 had no undivided right to my property, but 
if he permitted me to dispose of it as I wished, 
would bequeath it between my sister’s children, and 
ray wife. I pointed out also that in comparison with 
his estate and gains mine were infinitely small. My 
brother thereupon gave me the required permis- 
sion. Upon this I drew up a testamentary docu- 
ment to the foregoing effect, and forwarded it to him 
for attestation. I do not know by whose influence 
he was subsequently swayed, but he refused to 
set his signature to it. I then sent ... * 
Mudali once more, to make a suitable representation 
to him. My brother became incensed, asked what 
authority I had to will away my property, and 
declined to affix his signature to the instrument. His 
wife came, and exclaimed : * What right has his wife 
to the estate ? She is only entitled to food and 
clothing, and to nothing else. A will executed by 
him is of no validity.’ So saying, she began to take 
possession of my house. But the will of God was 
otherwise. In about four Indian hours, I urinated 
freely, and gradually recovered my health. What 
does this incident betoken ? Is it not irrebuttable 
evidence in support of my statement that no partition 
has taken place ? I am therefore the legitimate 


* Perished in the original. 
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heir to the estate of the deceased. I challenge the 
production of an iota of evidence in disproof of this.” 
Chinna Mudali made a statement to the foregoing 
effect, and said many irrelevant things which I refrain 
from recording here. The arbitrators then asked 
Jaganivasa Mudali and Malaiyappa Mudali if they 
could produce any written document, deed of parti- 
tion, or eye-witness, to corroborate their statements. 
They replied that they were unable to do so, but said 
that they would swear to the fact of the division. 
The arbitrators, however, told them that so long 
as they could not substantiate their allegations by 
material evidence, their cause must fail ; but gave 
them a day’s time to consider further, and ascertain 
if any te stimony was forthcoming on their behalf. In 
the course of the inquiry many unbecoming accu- 
sations and recriminations were exchanged by the 
parties ; Chinna Mudali indulging freely in talk of 
this kind. I abstain, however, from chronicling all 
this rubbish. 

Friday, i+lh March 171+6, or Sl+th Mdsi of Rr6- 
dhana . — The twenty arbitrators resumed their 
inquiry this day, at the Company’s garden-house, in 
view to determining whether Nakshatram Animal, 
the widow of the deceased Kanakaraya Mudali, or 
his brother, was entitled to his estate. The follow- 
ing is the substance of the resolution at which, after 
further investigation, they arrived : 

“ Whereas both the parties were heard yester- 
day and the day before, and were examined to-day 
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also, in order to obtain further evidence regarding 
the points at issue ; and whereas Jaganivasa Mudali 
and Malaiyappa Mudali declared that they had 
nothing to add to the representations already made 
by them, and Chinna Mudali likewise affirmed that 
his statement of yesterday was final ■ we, the twenty 
arbitrators appointed to inquire into the merits of 
the claims of the two parties, do, after investigation 
and careful consideration, unanimously pronounce 
that the person who has the legal and valid title to 
the estate of the deceased Kanakaraya Mudali is his 
brother Chinna Mudali, and not Nakshatram Ammal 
the widow of the deceased. But at the same time, 
we adjudge that the lady shall be assigned in the 
family the position of an elderly matron, shall be 
given every comfort as regards food and apparel, and 
must be granted such an allowance as will enable 
her to distribute all reasonable charities. But, 
should her continuing in the family not be feasible, 
a sum of money sufficient for her maintenance 
and expenses, and for those of her daughter-in-law, 
shall be made over to these two. The order of the 
Governor being merely to determine the right of 
ownership to the effects of the deceased, the opinion 
of the arbitrators, as recorded above, will be com- 
municated to him. If he desires to be furnished 
with their views as to what would be a suitable charge 
on the estate, on account of maintenance, this point 
will be further inquired into, and reported upon. Or 
if he will himself, after examination of the assets, fix 
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and intimate to the arbitrators the amount to be 
provided for the ladies, they will announce his 
proposals to them, and communicate to him any 
representation which the parties may have to make.” 

In pursuance of the foregoing resolution, the 
twenty arbitrators proceeded to the house of the 
Governor, after he had dined, and reported as 
follows : “ The estate of Kanakaraya Mudali de- 
volves on his brother T&nappa Mudali, who is also 
liable for the debts of the deceased. But as the 
widow had a grown-up son who died, and as she 
was the partner during his life of one who lived like 
a prince — a gentleman and a man of wealth — it 
would not be fair to allot to her a maintenance 
allowance such as is usually assigned to ordinary 
widows. A suitable proportion of the estate, enough 
to maintain her and her daughter-in-law in ease and 
comfort, and in a style becoming their position, 
should be apportioned to them.” The Governor 
thereupon said : “ How did you deal with the 

allegation that a partition had already been effected 
between the deceased Kanakaraya Mudali, and his 
brother ?” The arbitrators communicated to him 
all the circumstances connected with the transaction 
as explained by the opposite party, which those 
alleging the contrary had been unable to contradict 
by means of any evidence. He then observed : 
“ Very well ; then you say that the brothers have not 
effected a division between themselves, and that the 
survivor has therefore become entitled to the whole 
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property. Supposing that the partition had been 
made ; how would tins affect his position ? ” They 
replied : “ Even then, as Kanakaraya Mudali had 
no son, and as Chinna Mudali was his brother, the 
latter had a right to the estate of the deceased. 
Even if there had been no brother, and if he had 
had only a cousin, this cousin could claim the pro- 
perty.” The Governor then ordered the arbitrators 
to cause an award to be drawn up in the hand- 
writing of the town accountant, and to bring 
it to him, with their signatures appended thereto. 
They said that they would do this on the following 
morning, and departed. 

Saturday, 5th March 171+6, or 25th Maxi of 
Kvddhana . — The arbitrators met in the garden- 
house of M. Dumas, and drew up an award in the 
following terms : — 

“ Dated 5th March 1746, corresponding to 
25th Mhsi of Krodhana. Tanappa Mudali, the 
brother of the late Kanakaraya Mudali, and Kak- 
shatram Animal the widow of the latter, having 
preferred petitions before M. Dupleix, the G overnor 
and Agent for the affairs of the Company at 
Pondichery, each laying claim to the estate of 
the deceased— Jaganivasa Mudali and Malaiyappa 
Mudali, the younger brothers of Nakshatram 
Animal, appearing on behalf of their sister — the 
Governor listened to their statements, and sent 
for the following Mah&nattars, or caste headmen; 
i.e., ( 1 ) Lakshmana Nayakkan, (2) Sankara Aiyan, 
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(3) Ananda Ranga Pillai, (4) Sungu Mutturama chap 
C hetti, (5) Sungu Seshacliala Chetti, (6)AdiVaraha — 
Chetti, (7) Chidambara Chetti, (8) Salatu Venkata- Terms of 
chala Chetti, (9) Viraragava Chetti, (10) Ariyappa 
Mudali, (11) Chinnadu Mudali, (12) Peddu Chetti, 

(13) Peddachi Chetti, (14) Nallatambi Mudali, (15) 
Tillaiyappa Mudali, (16) Arunachala Chetti, (17) 
KSlatti Chetti, (18) Kondi Chetti, (19) Bhimanna 
Mudali, (20) Karuttarabi Nayindr, and said to them as 
follows : ‘ Please hear impartially the statements 
of both parties, and in consonance with the cus- 
toms and usages of your caste, and your sastras,* 
decide as to who is the rightful heir to the estate of 
Kanaka ray a Mudali, and report your decision to me,’ 

As directed, these twenty headmen met, and heard 
the statements of either side ; when Tdnappa Mudali 
deposed : ‘ I am the sole heir to all the property 
acquired by my elder brother, the late Kanakaraya 
Mudali.’ Jaganivasa Mudali and Malaiyappa Mu- 
dali, said : ‘As a division was made between 
Kanakaraya Mudali and Tanappa Mudali of the 
property acquired by their father, our elder sister 
alone is entitled to the estate of Kanakaraya Mudali, 
and Tanappa Mudali has no right whatever to it.’ 

The headmen asked them if there was any written 
testimony, partition-deed, or eye-witnes-s, to prove 
the alleged division of the father’s estate between the 
two brothers. They said they had none ; Vv T hereupon 


* Precepts of the religions code. 
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the headmen decided that as there was no such 
evidence on this point, they could not recognise the 
claim of the widow ; that Tanappa Mudali alone was 
the legal heir to the whole estate of Kanakaraya 
Mudali; and that as the widow and daughter-in- 
law of the deceased were entitled to be main- 
tained from the estate, they ought to be treated 
with consideration.” 

This decision was written by the court and town 
accountant, Muttaiya Pillai, and attested by Shriyan, 
accountant ; and was approved and signed by the 
Governor, M. Dupleix. 

Wednesday, 9th March 17k6, or 29th Mdsi of 
Krddhana.—A. service was held this morning in 
memory of Kanakaraya Mudali, at the church of 
the Capuchins in the fort, which was attended by 
the Governor. A sitting of the Council was held 
at 9, and it rose at 10. Nobody knows what 
formed the subject of the deliberations of the 
meeting. Fifty-five Mahe sepoys, with two officers, 
sec out this evening, and marched in a southerly 
direction. Whither they were bound is not known. 
Conjectures varied : some guessed that their desti- 
nation was Karikal, and others that it was Porto 
Novo. 

To-day, Appatambi, the son of Shrappa Mudali, 
formerly an accountant of the court, expired. His 
remains were interred in the cemetery this evening. 

Thursday, [ 10th March 17 1+6, or] 1st Pangimi of 
Krodhana. — Inquiry has elicited that the object 
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of the despatch of the Mahe sepoys was to escort 
to Pondichery two brass cannon sent by Mahfuz 
Khan from Trichi nopoly, for fear that when in the 
neighbourhood of Fort St. David, the English or 
others might waylay them. The two officers and 
the sepoys marched as far as Tiruvendipuram, where 
they fell in with the guns, and accompanied them 
hither this day. 

Saturday, 12th March 17 h6, or 3rd Fang uni of 
Krodhana . — 

f * * * * 

Wednesday, 16th March 17k6, or 7th Panguni of 
Krddhana. — I was at home this morning at 8, 
when a Company’s peon came, and stated that the 
Governor desired to see me. In obedience to the 
summons, I at once repaired to his house. He took 
me to his office-room, where no one else was 
present, and said: “You owe a good deal to 
the Company ; you are in arrears. What do you do 
with all your money? What interest do you charge, 
when you lend it ? ” I replied : “ Your money has 
not been embezzled. I have not squandered it in 
gambling. I have not expended it in vain. I 
have invested my funds in trade — in commercial 
enterprises beyond sea and in the manufacture of 
goods locally, as well as at places in the interior. 
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t Note . — The pages containing the diary of this date are in a very 
dilapidated state, and are for the most part not decipherable. Kanga 
Pillai seems to have recorded in them certain circumstances which 
point to his having suspicion that the partisans of the widow of Kanaka- 
raya Mudali were compassing his death. 
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such as Lalapettai. This is how my money has 
been, laid out. My assets are double of my lia- 
bilities. The goods which I have on board ships, 
and the arrears which I have to recover locally, 
will he a sufficient security for what I owe the 
Company.” He rejoined : “ I do not say that you 
are not worth the amount, or that you cannot meet 
your liabilities, but if you pay to the Company the 
10,000 pagodas which you have received from the 
Brahman of Trichinopoly who has come here, it 
will be wise on your part.” I answered : “ Sir, 
please summon the person who gave you this in- 
formation, aud also the individual said to have 
paid the money to me, as he is here ; and hold a 
judicial inquiry. If it comes to light that I have 
received even a single cash, I will submit without 
demur to any penalty that the Company may choose 
to impose upon me. On the other hand, if it be 
proved that the allegation is false and unfounded, 
your informant must be held liable to the same 
punishment.” The Governor thereupon exclaimed : 
“ Why, then, did you permit the wife and children 
of the Brahman to depart from Pondichery.” I 
replied : “Did you authorise me to detain them if 
they wished to go ? On the contrary, at the out- 
set, when you found that he had not come, you 
ordered that they should not remain at Pondichery. 
Being however of opinion that he should not be 
suffered to depart, I made of my own accord another 
attempt to detain him, though I was not confident of 
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success. As I was thus instrumental in keeping 
him here, what need is there for me to answer 
this charge ? I however set a watch over him, 
to make sure that he did not quit Pondichery 
without my knowledge. His son came here twenty 
times, and his wife twice or thrice. They had no 
particular object in visiting this. I invited them 
hither at my own expense. My motive in doing so 
was the feeling that if two or three families such as 
this could be persuaded to settle here, it would prove 
highly advantageous to you ; and that my action in 
this respect would greatly commend itself to you, and 
induce you to become more warmly attached to me. 
Hid I do anything connected with this matter at 
your bidding ? Kindly consider ma-tters in the light 
of my remarks.” He then replied : “ Very well ; 
tell him to recall his wife and children. If he 
will not, let him return the lease which I granted 
to him.” I rejoined : “ So be it, sir ; I will tell 
him this.” I however continued : “ I beg to be 
pardoned for making another observation. Did I 
not tell you, sir, when they first came here, that to 
all appearances they had brought very little with 
them, for they were, to meet their expenses, dispos- 
ing of the property which they had with them?” 
He remained silent. I then added : “ Unless you 
summon your informant, and make inquiries, how 
are you to be convinced which of us is the liar? 
The whole town speaks ill of me, saying that I 
interest myself too much in your service. Some 
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even watch for opportunity to attack and kill me. 
In spite of calumnious language such as this, and 
of attempts on my life, I have, with singleness 
of purpose, ever aimed at meriting your favour. 
This I have considered a sufficient reward, and 
have never cared to benefit myself pecuniarily.” 
To record my whole speech on this occasion would 
occupy about five or six pages. But in all essential 
points it was as I have already mentioned. The Gov- 
ernor then, to turn the conversation, asked me how 
the accounts of Sungnvtr and those of the elephant 
dealers stood. I again said : “Is it not necessary 
for you to ascertain whether I am honest or 
dishonest ? It is only after you have done this that 
I shall be restored to peace of mind, and that you 
will he relieved of any suspicions against me.” After 
I had continued in this strain for some time, he 
again changed the conversation, and directed me 
to despatch 100 rupees to the master of the ship 
at Alambarai, and to keep a careful account of it.. 
When I was about to retire, he said : “ Do not trust 
natives. How many letters have been received from 
men m the interior, asserting that the note which 
has been the cause of Tiruv&ngada Pillai’s imprison- 
ment is a forgery ? On seeing all those communi- 
cations, Pedro declared that no confidence should be 
placed in natives. As you will succeed him, it will 
devolve on you to inquire into the case. I dare say 
that they Will adduce several items of evidence in 
view to inducing you to change your mind. You 
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had better go soon ; write a palmyra-leaf letter to 
Alambarai, and send off the lascar. 

Venkatakrishnan, the nephew of Konappaiyan 
of Trichinopoly — rascal that he is — has for the past 
two or three years been eking out a livelihood in 
this town, by dishonest practices. This fellow 
informed Appu, in the month of Margazhi [December] 
last, that Minakshi Ammal * had borrowed of a 
Rajput at Trichinopoly the sum of 50,000 pons ; 
that Kottaikattu Venkatachala Aiyan had stood 
security for the loan ; and that there was docu- 
mentary evidence in proof of the transaction. He 
further told him that in the event of the recovery of 
the amount, he would pay one-fourth of it to the 
Governor, and something to him also. Appu, at the 
time, made me acquainted with this. As owing to 
illness he is at present confined to his bed, this fel- 
low has now pitched on Narayanan, the young d abash 
of Madame Dupleix; and this individual, in com- 
plicity with a Brahman from Madras, and another 
Tattuvacli Brahman, has offered to propitiate her with 
a quarter of the amount if she will take steps to 
recover the debt. Madame Dupleix has instigated 
her husband to take notice of the complaint. 
The question put to me by the Governor relative to 
the Brahman from Trichinopoly must have originated 
from this very source. Truth is truth, and what is 


* This was the last ruler of Trichinopoly, who after, it is said, a gallant 
defence, was captured by Chanda Sahib in 173d, and by him thrown into 
prison, where she died of grief. 


Chap. 

XII. 


174G. 
Rascality 
of one 
Venkata- 
krishnan. 


His story 
to Appu of 
large loan 
to Minakshi 
Ammal. 


Connection 
of Me. 
Dupleix 
with 
attempt 
to recover 
this sum. 


Questions 
previously 
asked by 
Governor 
assigned 
to this. 


42 



330 


JNANDA RANQA PlfLATS DIARY. 


Chap. 

XII. 

1746. 
iloraliza- 
t ions on 
what has 
occurred. 


false is false. In these days the mendacious seem 
to thrive. But truth will eventually establish itself, 
and falsehood can never hold its ground. Some 
uneasiness of mind is caused for the time being, but 
no permanent evil can ensue, for nothing is in the 
dark to the Omniscient, and what is true must 
endure. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

FROM MARCH 17™, 17 Mo TO MARCH SO™, 1746. 

Temple defiled by persons unknown — Excitement on discovery of this 
— Meeting of castes — Governor takes chief of peons to task — Subordi- 
nate deputed to disperse gathering, resisted — Reports to Governor — 
Who summons Chinna Mudali and diarist — They produce headmen- 
Governor threatens these, but finally lets them go — Refers settlement 
of matter to diarist — Governor sends for him — Intimates to him 
seizure of native craft at Fort St. David — Gives certain instructions 
with regard to this — Rumour of warlike preparations at Manjakuppam 
— And of march of force through territory of Nawab — Governor 
writes to Nawab not to blame French if fighting occurs in his territory 
—Birthday of Governor — Proceedings at. Fort St. David after seizure 
of native craft — Treatment of crew and of Lubbay in charge — He and 
crew confined — Messenger unable to communicate with them — And 
brings news of arrival of English ships and preparations for attack — 
Diarist, omitting war rumours, reports statement to Governor— Who 
abuses English — Diarist concurs — Governor inquires regarding inven- 
tory of property of Kanakaraya Mudali— Rumour that town gate 
closed at unusual hour through fear of English — Imam Sahib sends 
letter from Nizam to Governor — This intimates prohibition of attack on 
Yanam by Nawab of Chicacole— Imam Sahib also writes demanding 
recompense for having procured this letter — Displeasure of Governor 
— Gate continues closed — Solar eclipse — Reply to Imam Sahib offering 
payment in kind — Diarist mentions to Governor's accountant message 
from Chinna Mudali — And also subsequent conversation with him — - 
Refers to mediation with Governor — Remarks as to ill-feeling created 
thereby, and ingratitude of Chinna Mudali — He arrives — Conversation 
as to estimate of estate of Kanakaraya Mudali — Reductions made in 
this — Final estimate far below real value — Chinna Mudali still dis- 
satisfied— Further observations as to his ingratitude — Estimate pre- 
sented to Governor — His anger — Wrath allayed by representations 
of other property to be brought to account — He speaks to Chinna 
Mudali regarding the valuation — Orders reassembly of arbitrators 
to settle certain payments — They meet again — Method by which 
decision arrived at — Chinna Mudali subsequently objects to sum 
fixed — Diarist remonstrates — Chinna Mudali leaves matter in his 
hands — Reflections as to his conduct — Diarist reassembles arbitra- 
tors — Decision arrived at communicated to Governor — He refers 
question of devolution to arbitrators — They make an award on this 
point — Final award approved and signed bji Governor — Text of this 
— Governor asks parties whether award is acceptable —Chinna Mudali 
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1740. message — This not well received — Envoy refers to debts due by 

Chanda Sahib’s wife —Governor promises to discuss matters later on 
— Description of envoy — Dispute between Tanappa Mudali [Chinna 
Mudalij and Malaiyappa Mudali — They go to the Governor — Diarist 
sent for — Statements made by the parties — Chinna Mudali abuses his 
brother’s widow — Governor decides that dispute must be settled by 
appeal to oath — Directs deduction of value of jewellery with widow 
♦ from allowance — Conversation regarding scandalous language of 

Chinna Mudali. 


Temple [ Thursday , 17th ] March 17^6, or 8th Panguni of 

SSmown. Krodhaua. — The following took place on Thursday: 

On Wednesday night at 1 1, two unknown persons 
entered the Iswaran temple carrying in a vessel 
liquid filth, which they poured on the heads of 
the gods around the altar, and into the temple, 
through the drain of the shrine of Iswaran ; and 
having broken the pot of dirt on the image of 
the god Nandi, they went away through a part of 
the building which had been demolished. Early 
this morning, when the Nambiyan* and the servants 
of the temple, opening the main gate, entered, and 
Excitement saw the nuisance which had been committed, they 

on dis- . 

outride 0 * once re P or ted the matter to their superiors, and 
to the Mahanattars ; and bringing them to the spot, 
showed them what had been done. Thereupon the 
Nambiyan and four Brahmans went round the 
Brahman quarter, and all other streets, and entering 
each house, said : “ There will he no religious 


* inferior class of Brahmans who usually officiate as priests in 
the Vaishnava temples of Southern India. 
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service to Iswaran. We adjure you, by tswaran 
and D<3vi, neither to cook rice, nor to eat. 5 ’ Then 
at 9, a general meeting was convened in the 
courtyard of the temple of the god Perumal, in 
which people of all castes — from the Brahman to 
the Pariah — took part. The Governor having heard 
of this, sent for the chief of the peons, and took him 
to ^task. He deputed Krimasi Pandit with orders 
to disperse the gathering. He accordingly went to 
the place where the peopie^were assembled, struck 
a Clietti on the cheek, ordered them all to disperse, 
and was preparing to beat others, when ten of those 
present stopped him, saying : “ Why do you strike 
us ? Cannot people meet, and deliberate when their 
religion is at stake ? Why was a nuisance such as 
this committed in our temple ? We have met together 
with the view of reporting this to the Governor, and 
of begging him to inquire into the matter. Why do 
you come, and beat us ? You had better kill us 
all.” So saying, they pushed him out. Thereupon, 
Krimasi Pandit returned, and reported all that had 
transpired to the Governor, who having heard what 
he had to say, sent for Chinna Mudali and me : 
the former came. The Governor said to him : 
“ Please bring the Mahanattars to me. Chinna Mu- 
dali went as directed : after he had gone, I arrived, 
and the Governor immediately asked me, also, to 
bring the Mahanattars. Thereupon, Chinna Mudali 
and I collected these men, and brought them to the 
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Governor at 2. He was very angry with them, 
and said : “ Why did you beat Krimasi Pandit ? 
I shall order all of you to be shot. Now as to your 
grievance; relate everything to Ranga Pillai ; he 
will explain it to me, and settle the affair. You 
need not hold meetings. He will inquire into the 
matter.” So he decided that I should dispose of 
this question, and with kind words, let them go. 
No sooner bad the Mahanattars departed than from 
100 to 200 Muhammadans of Mahe appeared before 
the Governor, for the purpose of shooting them. As 
prior to the arrival of these, the Mahanattars had 
consented to a settlement, he directed the Muham- 
madans to guard the four gates, so that they could 
not go out. They obeyed this order. All this took 
place before 4 this afternoon. What will occur 
hereafter is not known. 

Friday, 18th March 17b6, or 9th Panguni of 
Krddhana , — This afternoon at 2, a peon from the 
Governor came to Oliinna Mudali and me, and said 
that he wanted us. The man arrived just as I 
had finished my bath, and was going to sit down to 
my food. Without taking it, I put on my robe, 
and went to the Governor. Prior to my arrival, 
Ohinna Mudali had had an interview with him, and 
was returning when he met me. I inquired of him 
why the Governor wanted us. He said : “ He asked 
me how many sick and wounded had come to 
Madras. I stated that I knew nothing as regards 
this.” I replied : “ If he puts such questions to 
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me, I shall give him the same answer as you have,” 
I then went to the Governor. As soon as he perceived 
me, he said : “As a native craft was on its way here, 
laden with paddy, the people of Fort St. David 
seized and took it away. A Lubbay was on board 
it. Send a man of his own class to him, to instruct 
him to state boldly and precisely, the very things 
that M. Paradis directed him to assert.” He said 
to me also : “If the man discharges his commission 
properly : that is if he says what he has been told, 
give him a pagoda, and enter it in the Company’s 
accounts.” Then he said : “ Give him two.” I 
replied: “I will do as you have ordered me.” 
I took leave of him, went home, took my meals, 
and having engaged one Pir Marakkayan Tambi, 
who had come to me on some business connected 
with a native ship I instructed him what to say, 
and how to say it ; and sent him on his errand. The 
rumour current in the town, and the reports brought 
by people who have come from F ort St. David are 
to the effect that the commander of the English ship 
had been residing at the Company’s garden at Manja- 
kuppam ; that he collected soldiers, and some native 
troops ; took with him muskets, powder and ball ; 
and having set out as though about to fight a battle, 
marched as far as the tshtu tank, and went on 
to Fort St. David through the territory of the 
Naw&b which lies on the outskirts of Pondichery. 
These statements are regarded as absolutely correct. 
The Governor of Pondichery, having heard this 
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news, lias written a letter to Nawab Anwar-ud-din 
Khan in the following terms : “ The English, paying 
no deference to you, seem determined to wage 
war against us. Out of respect for you we wish 
to avoid fighting with them. They have encamped 
in your territory, close to our boundary, and intend 
to attack our town, but our forces will remain 
within our own bounds, and will not trespass 
and do violence within yours. If at any time 
the English should give us occasion to fight, we 
cannot then remain passive. Should therefore an 
encounter take place within your territories, you 
must not blame us. W e write to you beforehand, in 
order that you may not complain of us afterwards. 
Be it known to yon that it is the English who have 
compelled us to write this letter to you.” 

Saturday, 19th March 17 k-0, err 10th Panguni of 
Krodhana. — As this was the birthday of the Gov- 
ernor, he was engaged in receiving and returning 
visits. There was nothing particular. 

Sunday, 20th March 17I/-6, or 11th Panguni of 
Krddhana. — What occurred on the abovementioned 
date was as follows : On the previous day, I had 
despatched a young Lubbay to Cuddalore to obtain 
information. He returned, and made the following 
statement : “ The people of Fort St. David seized 
the boat from the north, in which M. Paradis had 
despatched paddy from Karikal, and questioned the 
Lubbay who had been sent to guard the cargo, 
and two Telugu men — the boatswain and the chief 
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lascar. These three replied : ‘We have brought 
the paddy from Ndgdr, and are taking it to northern 
ports, such as Madras, Mylapore, etc., in view to 
disposing of it at places where we may find a good 
demand.’ On this, the commander of the man-of- 
war exclaimed : ‘You lie ; you are going to Pondi- 
chery.’ They replied: ‘No, sir.’ He then said: 
* As you wish to sell your cargo at markets where 
the rates are high, and as the price of paddy is 
better at this place than at Madras, land and dispose 
of it here.’ Instead of replying ‘ Yes,’ they said 
something or other in a confused manner, which 
led to their being suspected, and ten cuts were 
thereupon given to the two Telugu men. On this 
they cried out : ‘ Why should we be beaten in this 
way?’; and then confessed the truth, viz., that 
the paddy had been consigned from Karikal, by M. 
Paradis, to the Governor of Pondichery. After this, 
the Lubbay was questioned. He said : ‘ Sir, these 
men, being unable to endure the beating which they 
have received, have made all kinds of nonsensical 
statements.’ On this the commander ordered ten 
strokes to be given to him. He seems to have 
then said : ‘ The truth is, sir, that the paddy 

belongs neither to me, nor to the Governor of 
Pondichery. It is the property of Ananda Kanga 
Pillai of Pondichery. He has a village at Karikal. 
The paddy comes from there.’ On hearing this 
statement, the Governor of Fort St. David told 
him that if the paddy belonged to merchants at 
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Pondiehery, and if, when questioned before the 
Council, he adhered to the statement that it did, 
it would not be touched. He then ordered a half 
fanam to be given to the Lubbay as batta,* and 
directed that he should be kept in custody. The 
Telugn men were neither allowed batta, nor were 
they permitted to go out for meals, and they were 
put in the lock-up ; seven or eight peons were set 
to watch them, and would not allow any one to 
speak to them ; they even followed the Lubbay 
when he went out to answer the calls of nature ; 
when he wanted food or water, they alone brought 
it to him ; and no one else would do so,” The 
messenger stated that for two days ho had done 
his best to gain access to the prisoners, but could 
not succeed, and that he had therefore come away. 
He brought the further information that the English 
commander was preparing to start on an expedition, 
and was making ready munitions of war, such 
as muskets, powder, and ball ; that up to date 
eight vessels had reached the coast ; and that the 
rumour was that the ships had put to sea, and 
that Europeans were coming by land. Thereupon 
I went this evening at half-past 6, to the Governor, 
and without mentioning to him the intended 
expedition, I related to him what the Lubbay and 
the Telugu men had said. I told him, also, how 
they had been beaten ; and how the man whom I had 


* Subsistence money. 
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deputed to obtain information could not get access 
to the Lubbay, and had therefore come away ; and I 
gave him other particulars. On this he said to me : 
“ If people are beaten, they will confess the truth ; 
but it is disgraceful to the English to have done 
this.” I concurred with him, and said something 
disparaging to them. He used some more oppro- 
brious language, and said that he would record 
all the details of the matter in writing, and put 
himself in communication with them on the subject. 

I replied : “ Please do so.” He then said to me : 
“ How is it that you have not yet brought me 
an inventory of the estate and effects of Kanaka- 
rHya Mudali ? ” I told him that as Pedro’s brother 
was engaged on that and the previous day, he had 
intimated that he could not attend to this work. 
The Governor i’e plied : “Please see to it; at any 
rate to-morrow.” I answered: “ Very well, sir,” 
and came away. 

At two Indian hours after my return home, the 
clock struck 8. There was a rumour that, contrary 
to custom, the town-gate was on this night closed 
at this hour, the wicket not being left open ; that 
many who had stayed in Pondichery on business, 
believing that they could go out until 9, were pre- 
vented from doing so, as the gate was shut at 8 ; 
and that this was done for fear that the English 
would come to attack the town. 

Monday, 21st March 17k-6 , or 12th Panguni of 
Krddhaim . — On Monday, 21st March 1746, at 4 in 
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the afternoon, one Avay Sahib, a servant of Imam. 
Sfihib, brought to the Governor a letter from the 
Nizfim, which had been given to him by bis master 
for delivery. When the contents of this were 
being read, eleven guns were fired. The purport 
of it was as follows: “We have sent word to the 
Nawfib of Chicaeole and Rajahmundry, who was 
advancing against the factory at Yanam, not to do 
so. We have instructed him not to interfere in 
your affairs, and to behave considerately towards 
you; he will therefore, act accordingly. We desire 
the continuance of your friendship.” Accompany- 
ing this communication there was one from Imam 
Sfihib, wherein he said that he had obtained a letter 
from tlie Nizfim to the Governor, and therefore 
asked that 25,000 rupees worth of broad-cloth, or 
that sum in cash, might be sent to Mm. When tMs 
was read to the Governor, he frowned, and without 
giving any answer, presented betel, nut, and rose- 
water to Avay Sahib, and let him go. When Avfiy 
Sahib saw that the Governor was annoyed, he 
also was displeased, and left. 

This night, too, the town-gate was closed at 8. 

Tuesday, 22nd March 17^6, or 13th Pangnui of 
Kr6d liana . — At five Indian hours after sunrise, there 
was a solar eclipse. A fortnight prior to this, at the 
full moon, there was a lunar eclipse. 

To-day, orders to send the following reply to 
Imam Sahib were given : “ We cannot afford to let 
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you have 25,000 rupees in cash ; if your men want 
broad-cloth, we will give it : you know that Asaf Jah 
has sent an order regarding the affair of the factory 
at Yfinsim ; the Nawab of Rajahmundry takes no 
notice of this ; if he regards it at all, he will do so 
it seems to us, only for the love of God, and never 
through fear of the Nizam; you have forgotten 
all about the ship Muhammad Shah from Manilla: 
kindly consider what is to be done in these 
matters.” A letter in these terms was accordingly 
written. "When the Governor will despatch it is not 
known. 

Saturday, 26th March 17k-6, or 17th Panguni of 
Krddhana . — This morning at 10, when I was at my 
arecanut godown, with accountant Ranga Pillai 
. . .* I said to him: “The very moment 

that Kanakaraya Mudali died, Chinna Mudali sent 
word to me through the Christian named Krimslsi 
Pandit, as follows : * The wife of KanakarEya Mudali 
is resolved that no money shall be handed over 
to me. You are my mother, my father, my elder 
brother, my younger brother, my priest, and my 
God. You are every thing to me, and I have none 
other to depend upon. I will take my oath to this. 
Any interest which you may entertain on my behalf 
will be a source of permanent credit to you.’ 
About two hours afterwards, when my brother went 
to his house to condole with him, he repeated the 
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same words. Moreover, he came to me in person 
that night, and said : ‘ The business with regard 
to which I beseech your interposition is not an 
ordinary matter; it is the saving of a household 
from being broken up. You will acquire the lasting 
reputation of having rescued the family of a man of 
position from disruption, and of having through your 
benevolence secured its continuance. You will be 
doing a service which will be highly meritorious in 
the eyes of Heaven.’ In consequence of his suppli- 
cations, and believing that under the circumstances 
my exertions on his behalf would universally be 
commended, would redound greatly to my credit, 
and would establish my good name far and wide, 
I repaired to the Governor, disabused his mind 
of the prejudicial impressions created against Cliinna 
Mudali by the counsels of Madame Dupleix, and 
induced him to entertain a favourable opinion of 
him. This has provoked a grudge against me on the 
part of Madame Dupleix, as well as on that of the 
widow of Kanakaraya Mudali, her brothers Jagani- 
v&sa Mudali and another, and her other kinsmen ; 
their ill-feeling towards me is such that they have 
even conspired against my life. Knowing, as he 
does, all this, Chinna Mudali is not satisfied with the 
good turn which I have done him. Ingratitude is 
innate in him. We have under-estimated the value 
of the property by . . . * ” Accountant Ranga 


* Perished in original. 
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Pillai then said : “ It signifies but little if Chinna 
Mudali is ungrateful. Who is not aware that as 
interpreter of the court he has been a bad-hearted 
man ? The whole town knows his nature. But your 
principle is to do good. Even if he be ungrateful, 
the public and God are aware how disinterestedly 
you work. Even if the former fails to proclaim this 
fact, the All-merciful Ruler of Heaven, who is cog- 
nizant of it, will regard it as a meritorious act 
on your part.” At this moment, [Chinna Mudali *] 
entered. I observed : “ We have to make a report 
to the Governor. Our statement, as it is, will be 
far below the popular estimate of the estate, and 
the Governor’s idea of it.” He nevertheless re- 
quested that a further reduction of 10,000 pagodas 
might be made. I said: “Suppose that the Gov- 
ernor deputes another person to re-estimate the 
estate, the result will be that he, if a native, will 
raise our figure by about 14,000 pagodas, and if a 
European, will add to it another 2,000 or 3,000.” 
Ranga Pillai remarked : “ Is this a matter unknown 
to Chinna Mudali ? He must have had experience 
of ten or twenty thousand transactions of a similar 
kind. Surely he knows this.” I then added: “I 
do not say that he does not. But should another be 
commissioned by the Governor to . . . , , f all 


* Perished in the original • what follows shows that Chinna Mudali is 
the person alluded to. 

f Perished in the original. 


Chap. 

XIII. 

1746. 

Conversa- 

tion 

touching 
ingratitude 
of Chinna 
Mudali. 


He arrives 


Conversa- 
tion as to 
estimate of 
value of 
estate of 
Kanaka- 
rava 
Mudali. 



344 


Jnanda ranga pi^Ars diary. 


Chap. 

XIII. 


1746. 

Consider- 

able 

reductions 
made in 
this.’ 


Chinna 

Mndali 

desires 

further 

reductions. 


of us would be regarded as thieves.” . . 

Our first estimate was as follows : — 

Pagodas. 

Outstandings due ... ... ... 26,935 

Gold ornaments, including value of 
stones ... ... ... [ * J 


Silver ornaments, approximately 

1,005| 

Laced cloths, approximately ... 

468| 

Pagodas wrapped up in cloth, and 


packed in chests 

7,662 

Rupeesinhand 

...t 

Total of the foregoing six items 

...t 

Deduct — 


Debts to he paid 

5,947| 


Net assets ...f 

Outstandings, the recovery of which is 

doubtful 3,410 

Chinna Mudali, ignoring the fact that a strict 
valuation would have enhanced, by about 20,000 
pagodas, the amount shown in it, desired that the 
foregoing list should be further reduced, as noted 
below. We had, in bis favour, omitted to take into 
account about 10,000 pagodas connected with the 
outstanding assets and jewellery. This is known to 
Paramunada Pillai, Savurimuttu Mudali’s son-in-law 
Muttu Kumaran, and Chinna Mudali. The Omnis- 
cient is aware of it, but no other person ; though 
public opinion generally holds that I am inclined to 


• Perished in the original. 
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the interests of Cliinna Mudali. How I under- 
estimated the value of the jewellery is known to 
II ttira Peddu Chetti and Kangipati Yira Chetti. The 
latter and Salatu Yenkataehala Chetti are aware 
how I appraised the cloths in his favour. On 
the last two items, he was benefited by about G,000 
pagodas. The modified scale suggested by Cliinna 


Mudali was as follows : — 

Pagodas. 

Outstanding assets ... 25,085 

Gold jewellery, including value of stones 6,850g 
Silver jewellery ... ... ... ... l,005f 

Laced cloths ... ... ... ... 468^ 

Cash in hand, Pondichery pagodas, eight 

touches ... ... ... ... 7,652 

Bupees 800 ... ... ... ... [ * ] 

Total ... [ * ] 


Deduct — 

Debts to be paid ... ... ... [ * ] 

Net assets ... ... ... .. [ * ] 

Outstanding arrears, the recovery of 

which is doubtful ... ... ... 3,410 


These calculations do not include Kanakaraya 
Mudali’ s houses, gardens, warehouses, stable? ; his 
village of Kommapakkarn ; and his emoluments from 
the mint, at the rate of half a rupee a thousand. 
Apart from the reduction of 20,000 pagodas made in 
the foregoing estimates, the properties mentioned 
here were undervalued by about 2,000 pagodas. 
This raises the total reduction to 22,000 pagodas, 
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in spite of which Chinna Mudali’s grief and 
distress are beyond measure ... * As a 
matter of fact, he has no reason for complaint. 
When the widow of Kanakaraya Mudali procured, 
through the influence of Madame Dupleix, the seal- 
ing of the house of his brother by the Governor, 
Chinna Mudali told me that he was quite willing to 
part with half his net inheritance to the Governor, 
and 10,000 pagodas to the widow of the deceased. 
But I negotiated with the former, limiting his 
share to a third. When, on that occasion, I pointed 
out to Chinna Mudali how much he was a gainer, 
the expressions of gratitude which he showered on 
me, and the marks of respect which he paid me 
were such that if I now committed them to paper 
they would hardly be held credible. It is of no 
use to record them, and I therefore abstain from 
doing so. The xkll-merciful Ruler of Heaven knows 
that I did not work for him from any interested 
motives. Hopes of receiving presents or bribes were 
far removed from my thoughts. Love of reputation, 
and a desire to do something that would merit the 
approbation of God, were my only motives. 

When the Governor entered his office, Ranga 
Pillai and I repaired to him, Chinna Mudali 
remaining outside ; and we communicated to him 
our valuation of the estate of the deceased, as noted 
above. Exasperated at the smallness of this, he 


* Perished in the original. 
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exclaimed : “ Both of you are rogues. You have 
attempted to deceive me. How come you to say 
that the property is worth 36,000 pagodas, when 
common report fixes it at a lakh ? My opinion is 
that it cannot be less than two. You seem to have 
omitted most of the items.” The saying is : ‘To 
the heart, the heart itself is the witness.’* His 
thoughts had apparently been influenced by ours, 
seeing that we practised deception on him ! I cannot 
describe on paper the anger to which he gave vent 
on this occasion. God alone knows how we managed 
to escape his indignation. I dexterously diverted 
his wrath by bringing to his notice that there 
yet remained a house which was worth something ; 
the village of Kommapakkam which was held on 
free tenure ; and a number of gardens, warehouses, 
etc. ; and that they might be valued at about 10 f 
pagodas. If, disbelieving my word, he had taken 
it into his head to send another commissioner to 
value the same property, there is no doubt that 
the matter would have terminated disastrously for 
us. But thanks to our lucky stars, such an idea 
did not enter his brain. He simply asked me what 
the next thing to be done was. I told him that 


* Percival in his Tamil Proverbs with their English Translations ” 
gives the full proverb as “ The heart is its own witness j God is the witness 
of the rest. 5 ’ The first part of this alone is used by ltanga Pillai, and is a 
common saving. The context goes to show that he quoted it to account 
for JDupleix’s divining his having underestimated the value of the property 
of Kauakaraya Muduli. 

f Sic in original. The proper figure is no doubt 10,000, 
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there was an entry of a large diamond in the accounts, 
but that the gem was not forthcoming ; that there 
was also a note, in Kanakaraya Mudali’s own hand, 
of a golden chain of 250 pagodas weight, but that 
there was no trace of this, too ; and that a couple 
of diamond rings and a ruby one were, likewise, not 
to be found. The Governor thereupon remarked 
that as there was no inventory, some of the prop- 
erty had apparently passed out of the house. We 
maintained the conversation, to induce him to 
forget his first idea. He then bade me send for 
Lazar.* We accordingly called Chinna Mudali 
in. The Governor spoke to him of the results of the 
omission to take an inventory, asked him how it 
was that he had expressed no surprise at the loss of 
diamonds, etc., and told him that the movable and 
immovable property was roughly valued at 50,000 
pagodas. He then addressed me thus : — “ Kangappa, 
convene another meeting of the twenty arbitrators ; 
let them decide what ought to be paid to the widow 
of the deceased and her daughter-in-law, and report 
the result to me.” 1 accordingly summoned the 
chief of the peons, and told him to call upon the 
arbitrators to meet again. He said that he would 
do so. 

Sunday, 27th March 17h6, or 18th Pang uni of 
Krodhana . — The arbitrators who had decided that 


* This was the Christian name of Tanappa Mudali, the brother of 
Kanakaraya Mudali, who was commonly known as Chinna Mndali 
(the little or younger Mudali). 
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Chinua. Mudali w as the rightful heir to the estate of 
the deceased reassembled at Sunguvar’s warehouse 
in the bazaar road, and proposed to settle, by 
written votes, the amount to be granted to the 
widow and daughter-in-law. They divided them- 
selves into four groups of five persons each, and 
each group voted separately. The final result of 
this was four votes, one of which was for 3,500 
pagodas, together with a house and a garden ; another 
for 5,000 pagodas ; the third for 4,000 pagodas ; 
and the fourth for 3,000 pagodas, with a house. As 
the total of the four votes was 15,500 pagodas, the 
amount was fixed at 16,000, and a fourth of it — 
being 4,000 — was proposed as the sum to be assigned 
to the two women, exclusive of the storehouse to 
the west of Kanakaraya Mudali’s house as their 
residence. Chinna Mudali then expressed a wish 
that the meeting might be adjourned, and further 
action taken next morning, which was agreed to, 
and the assembly then separated. 

Monday, 28th March 17^6, or 19 th Pangum of . 
Krddhana . — When I was in the arecanut store- 
house this morning, Chinna Mudali came, and said : 
“ 4,000 pagodas is too large a grant. You must 
therefore first obtain the utensils and other property 
at present in the possession of the widow.” I 
replied : “ The money will, of course, be made over 
to her only after all these matters have been settled, 
and after the jewellery in her charge has been 
recovered. If she wishes to retain any of it, a 
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proportionate reduction will be made in the amount 
to be allotted to her.” He exclaimed : “ I look 
upon you as my mother, father, priest, and God. 
I rely entirely on you. You may do as you please.” 
I thereupon said : “You seem to speak in a 
discontented tone. On the day that Kanakaraya 
Mudaii died, did you not request me to arrange 
for the payment of 10,000 pagodas to hia widow, 
and to see that the remainder of the estate was 
placed in your possession? I have nevertheless 
arranged for only 4,000 being paid to her. And 
again, although you offered to part with half of 
your inheritance to the Governor, I have settled with 
him that he should get only a third. In the exam- 
ination of the accounts and jewellery, I omitted from 
calculation 20,000 pagodas, which means that I 
saved you from transferring to the Governor about 
6,300. If in spite of all this, you press me to make 
a further reduction, how can it be effected?” He 
rejoined: “Ido not deny all this. It is because 
you have watched over my interests, and have pro- 
tected me at a critical juncture, such as this, that 
I have ventured to make this further representation. 
I however leave it to you to do as you think 
proper.” 

If any one, of even the lowest caste, were to be 
the recipient of a thousandth part of the services 
which I have rendered to Chinna Mudaii, he would 
not hesitate to give up his body, if it were only 
to rest my feet upon it. No prospect of any recom- 
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pense influenced my thoughts. That my active 
interference in the matter would he acceptable to 
God, and would add good repute to my name, was 
the only consideration that induced me to undertake 
this business. I therefore repaired to Sunguvar’s 
warehouse, assembled the other arbitrators, and 
decided — causing it to be recorded — that the two 
women should he awarded a sum of 4,000 pagodas, 
and that the storehouse to the west of Kanakaraya 
Mudali’s should he assigned to them as a residence. 
As it was then hard on 4 o’clock, the meeting dis- 
persed for meals, with the understanding that the 
members of it should reassemble at the Governor’s 
house in the evening. They accordingly met there, 
and I was deputed, as their spokesman, to communi- 
cate the award to the Governor, which I did. On 
hearing it, he asked me what the decision of the 
arbitrators as to the devolution of this property 
after the decease of the ladies was. I replied : 
“ I raised the point at noon, and told the other 
arbitrators that you would not fail to put this 
question ; but they said that an answer to it might 
he given when it was actually raised.” Upon 
this he observed : “ Tell them that it is my 
bidding that this matter, also, should he now 
settled once and for all.” Making my obeisance 
to him, I took leave, went out, and communicated 
to the others what he had told me. We im- 
mediately repaired to Sunguvar’s warehouse, to 
consider the matter, and dispose of it finally. The 
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subject was then discussed: at 10 we came to 
the conclusion that the ladies could bequeath the 
property at their deaths to any one they thought 
fit, and that Chinna Mudali had no interest in it. 
A memorandum to this effect was recorded. It 
was decided to draw it up formally, after it had, on 
the morrow, received the approval of the Governor. 
U pon this the meeting dispersed, and we all returned 
home. 

Tuesday , 29ih March 171+6, or 20th P ang uni of 
Krddhaua. — The twenty arbitrators waited on the 
Governor this morning, and communicated to him 
their opinion, as recorded above. He directed them 
to have a deed drawn up by the town accountant, and 
to submit it duly attested by their signatures ; and 
said that he would sign it afterwards ... * 

The award was drawn up in duplicate, and each 
copy was signed by the twenty arbitrators, as well 
as by the Governor. One was handed to Malai- 
yappa Mudali, who represented the widow of the 
deceased Kanakaraya Mudali, and the other to the 
court accountant Muruga Pillai, to be affixed on the 
court-house. 

The following was the award delivered by the 
twenty arbitrators nominated by M. Dupleix, Gov- 
ernor and Agent of the Company’s affairs at Pondi- 
chery, to advise him as to the concessions to which 
Nakshatram Ammal, the widow of the deceased 


* Perished in the original. 
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Kanakaraya Mudali, and her daughter-in-law, 
Chandra Muttu Ammal, were entitled at the hands 
of his brother, T&nappa Mudali. 

“ After the death of Kanakaraya Mudali, his 
widow, Nakshatram Ammal, and his brother, Tanappa 
Mudali, both making claim to the effects of the 
deceased, laid their cases before the Governor. 
He thereupon appointed twenty arbitrators to 
determine the matter in dispute ; and we the 
persons so nominated, after careful investigation, 
and in accordance with the views of the public 
in general, pronounced, on the 5th instant [14th 
March], our opinion that the right of ownership to 
the whole estate devolved on Tanappa Mudali. The 
Governor having, on receipt of this, further directed 
us to adjudicate with regard to the obligation of 
Tanappa Mudali to maintain Nakshatram Ammal 
and her daughter-in-law, Chandra Muttu Ammal, we 
have consulted together, and have arrived at the 
conclusion that he should hand over, for good, to 
Nakshatram Ammal jewellery and money to the 
extent of 2,800 pagodas ; and to her daughter- 
in-law, Chandra Muttu Ammal, jewellery and cash 
to the extent of 1,400 pagodas ; and we further 
adjudge that the storehouse to the west of Kanaka- 
r&ya Mudali’s should be allotted to them for 
occupation as follows : the northern section by 
Nakshatram Ammal, and the southern by her 
daughter-in-law, Chandra Muttu Ammal ; the back- 
yard being in the common enjoyment of the two. 

45 
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In pursuance of the award made fry us as aforesaid, 
Thnappa Mudali must make over to Nakshatram 
Ammfil and Chandra Muttu Ammftl jewellery and 
money amounting to 4,200 pagodas, and also the 
western storehouse ; and shall have no future right 
to the same. The two ladies shall reside in that 
house, lodge the money in the Company’s treasury, 
and live happily on the interest payable thereon by 
the Company from time to time. They shall be free 
to devise the property as they may elect . . .* 

This award was drawn up by Sdriyan, employed 
under Muttaiya Pillai, the court and town accountant, 
and signed by him. It was attested as follows : — 
By the Governor 
„ Lakshmana N&vakkan 
„ Sankara Aiyan 
,, Ananda Banga Pillai 
„ Sungu Mntturama Chetti 
„ Sungu Seshachala Chetti 
„ Salutu Venkatachalam 
„ Arunachalam 

A 

„ Adi Yaraham 
„ Kalatti 

„ Bhimanna Mudali 
„ Chinnaiu 

„ Kangipati Viraragavan 
„ Peddu Chetti 
„ Kondi Chetti 
„ Peddachi 

„ Karuttambi Nayinar 
„ Ariyappan ... 


y Signatures. 


Mark. 


>• Signatures. 


Mark. 


jsi 


Signatures. 


i 


* Perished in the' original. 
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By Tillaiyappan ... ... ... . . . -t 

nu-j i. > Signatures. 

,, (Jhidambaram ... ... ... J & 

„ Nallatambi Mudali ... .. Mark. 

In submitting to the Governor their award with 
regard to the maintenance grant for Nakshatram 
Ammdl, the widow of Kanakardya Mudali, and 
her daughter-in-law, the twenty arbitrators briefly 
related to him the terms and conditions of it ; these 
having been fully set out in the document. He then 
asked Jaganivasa Mudali and Malaiyappa Mudali, 
the brothers of the widow of Kanakaraya Mudali, 
and the latter’s brother, I 1 an a p pa Mudali, whether 
the decision was acceptable to them. Chinna Mudali 
on this observed that ornaments to the value of 
1,000 pagodas were still with the widow, and that 
he must be put in possession of them. Looking 
towards the parties, the Governor said : “ Let there 
be no strife between you. If Pedro’s widow desires 
to have them, let them be valued, and let whatever 
is estimated be deducted from the money to be 
paid to her. Let all her wearing apparel be deli- 
vered to her, and let her be supplied with a box 
. . . *” He then instructed me to carryout 

these orders, as his representative. He again urged 
on the parties to live in union, and with this injunc- 
tion he bade them depart. Upon this, they and the 
arbitrators took leave of him . . . t 

Wednesday, 30th March 17 If 6, or 21st Pangnni 
of Krodhana . — This day, one Kesava Rao, an envoy 
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t Blank in the original. 
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from Fatteh Sing, came to see the Governor, and 
addressed liim in these words : “ Sahu Raja sent 
a letter to Anwar-ud-din KM n. to the following 
effect : ‘ Saliuji Raja, the son of Sarfoji Rajd, having 
governed Tanjore for a year, was reported to have 
been slain, and since his alleged death Raja Pratap 
Sing has been ruling ; but it is not true that Sahuji 
Raja was killed ; it appears that he is yet living, 
and so long as he is, Pratap Sing has no right to 
govern the kingdom. With a view, therefore, of 
taking it away from him, and putting Sahuji Raja 
iu possession of it, we have sent some troops ; if you 
also despatch about 4,000 horse and the neces- 
sary force, to assist us in restoring Sahuji Raja 
to his kingdom, he will not forget the favour. 
As regards all the expenses' incurred by you on 
this account, you may fairly deduct them from 
the tribute money payable.’ 1 was deputed as the 
bearer of that letter, and I had in addition an order 
from the Nizam, enjoining the adoption of the 
course requested in the communication from Sahu 
RajA I accordingly went to Xawab Anwar-ud-din 
Kh an. He promised to send troops, and to afford the 
required help. Now this is a letter written by Sahu 
Raja to your Honour.” So saying, he placed one 
in the hands of the Governor. He also delivered 
the following verbal message, stating that he did so 
under the instructions of Sahu Raja and Fatteh Sing : 
“ We have heard that you take a kindly interest 
in the concerns of Sahuji Raja, and that you have 
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promised to help him with troops and money in 
time of need : you know that as soon as Sahuji 
R&jll came into power, Karikal was given to you ; 
now also Devikottai, and the villages surrounding 
it will be made over to you, and you may expect 
many other favours conducive to the promotion of 
your trade. Your assistance on this occasion will 
contribute to your fame and honour. Nothing will 
be wanting on our part to render any service that 
you may require of us at Satara, and other places in 
that direction.” Continuing in this complimentary 
strain, he added : “ If you will refer to the letter of 
Sahu Raja, everything will become known to you.” 
Madananda Pandit having read the communication 
said that the contents of it were in accordance with 
the words spoken by K^sava Rao, and that it asked 
for help. To this the Governor replied : “ Ever 
since Karikal was ceded to us, we have been subject 
to endless troubles ; from sunrise to sunset, we 
suffer from cares and expenditure of money. We, 
therefore, want neither Devikottai, nor its surround- 
ings. However, let the man sent by Sahuji Raja 
come to us ; we will talk to him hrst, and then give 
an answer.” On this, the envoy said: “ Chandfi 
Sfthib is about to proceed to Arcot, accompanied by 
Fatteh Sing. But his wife has not yet satisfied the 
demands of the so wears,* several of which are still 
outstanding. He is at present at Satara, but he 
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will be unable to establish order there if payment 
be delayed. If his wife does not give the sowcars 
a satisfactory reply, and meet their demands, great 
trouble will befall him.” The Governor replied to 
him : “Very well, we will send word to his wife , 
please go and tell her about it ; we will talk this 
matter over deliberately by and by ; now you can go, 
and take rest.” Betel and nut, and rose-water were 
then offered to the envoy. Having received this 
mark of respect, he took leave of the Governor. 
Although this person was very dark, and ugly ; and 
looked beggarly, and emaciated as though stricken 
with famine, yet the Governor made him sit by him 
as an equal, because he had to do so out of respect 
for his master. 

This day at about II, after the agent of Fatteh 
Sing had departed, Tanappa Mudali, meeting Malai- 
yappa Mudali, asked him to give up the emerald 
ear-rings which he was wearing. He replied that 
they were a gift to him from Kanakaraya Mudali. 
Chinna Mudali then said that this was a matter 
for reference to the Governor, and both of them 
made ready to go to his house. They requested me 
to accompany them, but I told them to go in ad- 
vance, and said that I would follow. Bach made 
his representation to the Governor, who thereupon 
sent for me ... * I said : “ You understand 
what the Governor says. Give a reply.” Tanappa 


* Perished in the original. 
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Mudali’s response was : “ Now that it is settled 
that a certain sum should be made over to the 
widow of the deceased, the jewellery at present in her 
possession should be sent for, and an estimate of its 
value made. The emerald ear-rings which Malai- 
yappa Mudali has on his person are included in the 
list of jewels belonging to Pedro Mudali. But when 
I ask him for them, he says that they were presented 
to him by the deceased.” On hearing this, the Gov- 
ernor turned to Malaiyappa Mudali, and asked what 
he had to say. He replied : “ They were given to 
me by Pedro. I received them from him when 
M. Dumas went to K&rikal,” The Governor 
remarked : “ There are two descriptions of gifts. 
Did he give them to you absolutely, or was it on the 
condition that you should eventually return them ?” 
On this, Chinna Mudali burst forth into a tedious 
harangue, saying that God knew how they had 
starved for want of food ; and he dwelt upou how 
they feared Pedro’s wife, how she scolded and 
tormented them, and how she ill-treated them by 
refusing even food. The Governor listened to him 
with a smile. To record what Chinna Mudali then 
said would require at least two or three sheets of 
paper. His language was so revolting that I do 
not wish to disfigure these pages by committing it 
to writing. But without considering what it was 
fit to disclose, and what not ; without the slightest 
regard to honour ; and without foreseeing the effect 
which his words were likely to produce on the mind 
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of the Governor, he expressed himself in a most 
unrestrained fashion. When he had concluded, the 
Governor observed : “ He says that they are a present 
made to him by Kanakaraya Mudali ; whereas you 
say that they are included in the list of the jewellery 
of the family, and consequently could not have been 
given to him. This is therefore a matter to he 
settled by an appeal to oath. If he declines to 
swear that they were presented to him, you can 
take possession of them. There is no other way 
of getting at the truth.” Then, addressing me, he 
said : “ Rangappa, you had better see to this. Make 
out an estimate of the jewels in the possession of 
the widow of Pedro. Deduct from the 4,200 pago- 
das payable to her the value of those which she 
wishes to retain, and remit the balance to the Com- 
pany’s treasury, in trust for her.” I said : “ Yery 
well,” and took leave of him. After this, he agrain 
called me up, and said : “ How is it that Chinna 
Mudali speaks so scandalously of his own brother’s 
widow . . . * ” I replied: “ The more we look 

into their affairs, the greater will he the startling 
character of the revelations made. So long as 
Pedro was alive, these things remained a secret.” 

. . . * I said that I would attend to this matter 

on the ensuing day, and came away. 


* Perished in the original. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

FROM MARCH 31™, tftfj, TO APRIL 11™, 1716. 

Diarist proceeds to a residence of Kanakaraya Mudali — Summons 
certain persons — Sends for jewellery of widow — She desires interview 
with him and others — Refuses to quit present abode — Says they may 
inform Governor, and declines to part with jewellery — Chinna Mudali 
told of her decision — Insists on production of jewellery — This sent 
and valued — Chinna Mudali induces some of party to overvalue — 
Remarks on those concerned — Letter to Governor from native ruler 
of country about Fort St. David — Requests aid in seizing certain 
villages — Council meets to consider it — Governor directs preparation 
of confidential reply — This promises troops if Nawab applies — 
Valuation of jewellery reported to Governor — He objects to low figure 
— Diarist’s explanation — Governor orders investment of sum awarded 
— Fixes shares, etc. — Orders taking of acquittance — Difficulties made 
by widow — Acquittance finally executed — The money handed to 
M. Dulaurens for investment — Diarist meets Rainachandra Aiyan and 
another riding — Suspicions aroused — Ascertains that they visited one 
Venkatachala Aiyan — And interrogated him regarding a certain loan, 
alleging that they were sent by Governor — He repudiates certain 
bonds as forgeries — The men depart, promising report to Governor — 

• Reflections of diarist on the affair — Governor sends for him, and 
others — These latter do not appear — Governor hands diaiist a certain 
bond — Instructs him to deliver it to widow of Kanakaiaya Mudali — 
Inquires regarding claim to certain ear-rings — Diarist replies— Con- 
versation touching removal of seals on Kanakaiaya Mudali’s house — 
Governor gives orders — Arrangement for delivery of bond— Diarist 
sends message to widow — She remonstrates — He replies courteously' 
— She promises to move elsewhere — Chinna Mudali applies for copy' 
of award — Meeting diarist, he refers to the matter of eai-iings — 
They go to the Governor’s house — He calls in diarist — Reprimands 
him for not settling a certain case — He excuses himself — Governor 
inquires terms of settlement — These stated — Governor intimates 
his intention of releasing parties — Asks opinion of diarist— He 
makes flattering rcply r — Governor inquires regarding dispute as to 
ear-rings — -Priest consulted by Governor — Who orders that oath 
be taken in house of Chinna Mudali— And instructs diarist as to 
release of certain persons— Diarist returns to warehouse— Chinna 
Mudali and Malaiyappa Mudali arrive — Proceed to house of former — 
Malaiyappa Mudali takes the oath — Remarks on impropriety of what 
took place — Reflections on conduct of Chinna Mudali — Balance of sum 
allotted for maintenance sent to widow — Arrival of All Akbar — 
Reported object of visit — Letter from Baghoji Bhonsla to Chanda Sahib 
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intimating conquest of Bengal and stating further intentions — Chanda 
Sahib resolves to pay his debts — Letter to Governor from Karikal — 
PoncLichery Marchand attacked by English olf Tranquebar— Bun ashore, 
and blown up — Danes lire on assailants — Beturned, with loss to the 
garrison — Danish Governor reports occurrence to M. Paradis — Be- 
marks of M. Duple ix on hearing this news — His opinion as to conse- 
quences to Commodore Barnot. 

Thursday, 31st March 171^6, or 22nd Pang uni of 
Krddhana . — The following occurred on the morning 
of Thursday, the 31st March 

I went to the residence of the late Kanakaraya 
Mudali which is situated to the west of his stable, 
summoned Seshtichala Chetti, Adi Varaha Chetti, 
Mira Chetti and Uttira Peddu Chetti, and then 
sending for Malaiyappa Mudali and .Jaganivasa 
Mudali, the brothers of the widow, hade them bring 
her jewellery. They returned, and reported that 
Nakshatram Animal wished to have an interview 
with Vira Chetti, Adi Varaha Chetti, and me. We 
accordingly went to her ; and she said : “ This house 
was built by my husband alone, and by none else ; 
where he and my son died, there I will also die ; after 
my death, whoever wishes to enter the house may do 
so ; until then, even should I be asked to quit it, I 
will not. If I am dragged out by main force, then I 
will leave it, but not otherwise. Y on may report this 
to the Governor. Cliinna Mudali has said that the 
jewellery in my possession is worth 1,000 pagodas; 
let the value of this bo set down at this figure ; I will 
not part with it.” We took leave of her, and having 
gone to the opposite house, we told Tanappa Mudali 
what the lady had said — not so roughly as she had 
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put it, but in milder terms — that is, that she wished 
to die in the house where her husband and son had 
expired ; that such a wish was reasonable ; that it 
would only be to the credit of her brother-in-law 
to yield to this request; and that he could act as 
he thought proper, and value her jewellery at 500 
or 1,000 or 2,000 pagodas as he saw lit. To this 
he replied: “ Will unburnt and burnt clay cleave 
together ; there is no other alternative than to order 
that the jewellery be produced, in view to estimate 
its value, and compel her to quit the house.” He 
said many such things. On this, we again sent 
word in suitable terms to Nakskatram, through 
Jaganivasa Mudali. He brought us from her the 
following articles ; viz., a pair of necklaces, wrought 
with gold and filagree, and set with precious stones, 
a couple of strings of coral, a string of pearls, a 
golden necklet set with precious stones, a necklace 
of gold beads set with precious stones, and a golden 
chain for the neck, strung with gold coins ; and said 
that these were all her ornaments. Then Tanappa 
Mudali remarked that there ought to be some others, 
and he named them. The lady alleged positively that 
there were none other than these, and sent us also 
her marriage necklet. We returned this to her, and 
I said : “ There is no list kept of w omen’s jewellery ; 
we should not press the subject any further ; if 
the widow denied the possession of even these, what 
could w r o do ? We ought to move rather cautiously m 
these matters.” They concuri’ed with me, and valued 
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the jewellery at 4791 pagodas ; and the platters, and 
drinking pots and cups, and other silver and copper 
articles at 106| pagodas ; total 586 pagodas. In- 
cluding these 586 pagodas, a sum of 4,200 pagodas 
was adjudged to be paid to the widow, and daughter- 
in-law. Deducting from this latter amount the 
value of the jewellery in their possession, viz., 586 
pagodas, we recorded that 3,614 pagodas were due 
to them. Thereupon, saying that we would report 
the matter to the Governor on the following day, and 
also tell him about the house, we sent the articles 
back to the lady through Jaganivasa Mudali, and 
all went home. When the jewellery was being 
valued, Tanappa Mudali took Uttira Peddu Chetti, 
and Kaugipati Vira Chetti apart, and asked them 
secretly, to overvalue it: they consented to this, and 
did so by from 25 to 30 pagodas. I was watching 
what was being done, and said to them: “These 
jewels are to go to a widow ; therefore value them 
honestly. It is a sin only on the part of those 
who overvalue them, and not on that of others.” 
Although I uttered these words, they frequently 
looked at Chinna Mudali’s face, and overestimated 
the value of the articles. I remarked to S6shachala 
Chetti that their conduct was guided, not by the 
dictates of conscience, but by personal regard for 
the party concerned. He observed that Vmi 
Chetti was a man who entertained no scruples as to 
sinning, and that Chinna Mudali was in the same 
category. 
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Friday, * 1st April 174-6, or 23rd, Panyuni of 
Krddharta. — The record of this day was the follow- 
ing:— 

One Shaikh Rahim-ullah, the native ruler of 
the country about Fort St. David, wrote a letter 
to M. Dupleix, the Governor of Pondichery. The 
contents of this were : “I have received an order 
from the Nawab directing me to seize the fourteen 
villages forming the suburbs of Fort St. David. I 
have a force with which to execute this command : 
as there exists between you and the Nawab a 
friendship as close as that of brothers, and as he has 
directed me to apply, in case of necessity, to you 
for troops and other help, and further as I respect 
you as highly as I do the Nawab, I wish to keep 
nothing secret from you. I shall, therefore, act just 
as you desire me. For the present, I request that 
you will be pleased to help me with some men and 
ammunition.” Having read this letter, Madananda 
Pandit and Chinna Mudali explained the contents to 
the Governor. He asked them to have it rendered 
into French, and bring it to him. They accordingly 
translated and handed it to him that afternoon, at 3. 

Saturday, 2nd April 1746, or 24th Panyuni of 
Krddhana. — This morning at 8, the Council met, and 
read the translation into French of the letter written 
by Shaikh Rahim-ullah. It is not known what 
decision was arrived at with regard to it. Within 
half an Indian hour, the Council broke up, and the 
Governor instructed Chinna Mudali, and Madananda 
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Pandit to write a confidential answer to the letter of 
the ruler of the country about Fort St. David in the 
following terms: “We have read your letter, and 
are glad to receive the information contained therein. 
As for the help which you require, we will afford 
you as much as we are able ; and if His Highness 
the Naw&b will he pleased to write to us directly 
on the matter, we will send troops as requested.” 
Having specified other particulars, he instructed 
them to prepare a reply in Telugu. They wrote one 
as directed, and despatched it. 

This day at about 11, Chinna Mudali, Malaiyappa 
Mudali, and 1, went to the Governor, and told him 
how the gold and silver jewellery in the possession 
of Nakshatram Ammfil had been appraised, and 
restored to her. He inquired what the valuation 
made was. We replied : “ 586 pagodas.” He then 
exclaimed : “ Lazar told me that it was worth 
1,000 pagodas; and possibly more. Why did he 
lie in this way ? ” I upon this said in explana- 
tion : “ When did he see such jewellery before r 
He bad no idea of its value.” The Governor then 
remarked : “ Well, deduct this amount from 4,200. 
What is the balance?” I replied : “ 8,614 pagodas.” 
He then said: “Out of this amount pay 3,500 to 
M. Dulaurens, for deposit in the Company’s treasury, 
and the remainder to Pedro’s widow.” He also gave 
me a letter addressed to M. Dulaurens, the contents 
of which were as follows : “ Lazar and Malaiyap- 
pa n, the brother and brother-in-law, respectively, of 
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Kanakaraya Mudali, accompanied by Ran gap pan, 
will bring to you 3,500 pagodas, in trust for 
Kanakaraya Mudali’s widow and her daughter-in-law 
Chandra Muttu. Receive this amount, and draw up 
a bond in the name of the Company, to the credit 
of Nakshatram Ammfil, the widow of Kanakaraya 
Mudali, and Chandra Muttu, her daughter-in-law. 
Mention distinctly in this that two-thirds of the 
amount form the share of Kanakaraya Mudali’s 
widow, the remaining third being that of her 
daughter-in-law. Fix the interest payable at 7 per 
cent., and lay down the condition that this shall be 
drawn once a year.” Addressing Chinna Mudali, the 
Governor said : “ Now take the amount specified in 
my note to M. Dulaurens, and lodge it with him.” 
We then took leave of him, and were about to depart, 
when he bade us obtain a voucher from Nakshatram 
Ammil, and her daughter-in-law, drawn up in the 
hand-writing of the town accountant, in acknow- 
ledgment of the receipt by them of 4,200 pagodas 
and a house, in consonance with the award made by 
the arbitrators. I accordingly summoned the court 
accountant, Azhaga Pillai, and the town accountant, 
Riyalam, dictated to them the terms of the receipt, 
and instructed them to prepare a fair copy of it, and 
get it signed by the wfdow of Kanakaraya Mudali, 
and her daughter-in-law, Chandra Muttu . . . * 

Nakshatram Ammal declined to sign it, and told them 
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* Perished in the original. 
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Chap, to obtain the signatures of her elder and younger 
brothers. For about two watches, she persisted in 
Difficulties so refusing. Chinna Mudali, who had heard of this, 
widow. declined to conclude the transaction, on the ground 
that she might afterwards plead that the signatures 
of her brothers were obtained by coercion. He 
insisted that though she did not know how to write, 
she should at least make her mark with a style. 
After a good deal of argument, she at last did this, 
Acquittance in token of her signature. Her daughter-in-law 

finally 

executed, subsequently followed her example. This was the 
news communicated to me by Azhaga Pillai, and 
the town accountant, Slyalam. The receipt was 
couched in the following terms : — 

Terms ot This is an acknowledgment of receipt executed 

on 2nd April 1746, corresponding to 24th Panguni 
of Krodhana, to Tanappa Mudali, by his brother’s 
widow Nakshatram Animal, and her daughter-in-law, 
Chandra Muttu Amm&l — of their own accord and 
free will — before M. Dupleix, the Governor and 
Agent for the affairs of the Company at Pondichery. 
We, the two women aforesaid, have received the sum 
of pagodas 4,200, partly in the form of jewellery, and 
partly in cash ; this being the amount adjudged by 
the arbitrators to be paid to us. We have also 
taken possession of the premises to the west of the 
large house used as a storehouse. This deed shall 
be regarded as a voucher in acknowledgment of 
our having received and taken possession of 4,200 
pagodas and the building, as mentioned in the award. 
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Witnesses — Ananda Ranga Pillai and Sungu 
S^sMchala Chetti. 

Signed by accountant Siirijan, employed under 
Muttaiya Pillai, the court and town accountant, in 
token of having written the instrument. 


— 1 This mark is made by Nakshatram Ammal. 
— This mark is made by Chandra Muttu. 
(Signed) Ananda Rangappan a 
( ,, ) Sungu S§sMchala Chetti J Witnesses. 

Thus, the witnesses also attested this document 
with their signatures. 

This night at 8, Chinna Mudali, Malaiyappa 
Mudali, and I, visited M. Dulaurens. Chinna Mudali, 
who had brought with him 3,614 pagodas, handed 
me 114, and lodged the remaining 3,500 with M. 
Dulaurens, in Pondichery pagodas. I then delivered 
to M. Dulaurens the note addressed to him by the 
Governor, and he perused it. He said that he would 
give the requisite bond on the morrow. Turning 
to Malaiyappa Mudali, he bade him come next day, 
and then permitted us to depart. We took leave of 
him, and went to our respective residences. 

Sunday, 3rd April 17 U6, or 25th Panyvni of Kro- 
dhana . — The following occurred this day: — 

I went to the church of St. Paul, where I saw 
Dominic De Cruz, and at 6 I was going along the 
street of the old Madras gate, and passing by the 
Kalatti fswaran temple, when Ramachandra Aiyan 
and YS,sud6va Paiidit appeared on horseback, just 
alongside my palanquin. I saluted them, and 
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said : “ Sirs, do you return from a ride ? ” They 
laughed, replied to my greeting, and rode gaily 
away. I then said to myself : “ Where can they 
have been ? What business brought them this way ? 
Everything will come to light.” Thus pondering, 
I went on, and when I arrived opposite to the 
indigo storehouse two peons of the Company, named 
Uddandi and Arunachalam, who are in attendance 
there upon Ivottaikattu Venkatachala Aiyan of 
Trichin opoly, came, and said to me : 

“ Yasudeva Pandit, and Ramachandra Aiyan 
who is employed in the sea-customs office, dismounted 
from their horses, came in, and asked us what 
Venkatachala Aiyan was doing. We replied: ‘He 
is lying down unwell; he is very ill just now, and 
very weak ; all his bones are visible ; he has been 
suffering from fever for the last three clays, and at 
times he is unconscious for from four to six Indian 
hours ; every minute his end is expected.’ They 
said: ‘How is he at this moment? We wish to 
speak with him ; the Governor has sent us to him.’ 
They waited four Indian hours, and when the fever 
had subsided, they approached him, and addressed 
him thus : ‘ It appears that Minakshi Ammal,* of 
the palace at Trichinopoly, executed a bond in 
favour of Chandrasenan, for h 0,000 pons, and that 
you signed a surety bond on this account ; the 
Governor has desired us to ask you if this is true, 


* See footnote at page 329. 
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and we have therefore come to you in his name.’ 
He replied : ‘ I know neither Chandrasenan nor 
any other persons. I do not know who were kept 
in confinement by Chanda Sahib : at that time I 
was residing at Turaiydr.’ They then held out two 
bonds, and showing one to him, asked him if the 
signature thereto was that of Minakshi Animal. He 
said : ‘ It is not : She used to sign Sri Minakshi 
Animal, but in this bond there is only Minakshi 
Ammdl ; this, therefore is not her signature.’ Then 
they said to him : ‘ At any rate is this her writing ? ’ 
He replied : ‘ I do not know.’ They then produced 
the surety bond and said : c It appears that you have 
executed this document. Is this writing yours?’ 
He answered: ‘I never executed a bond; how 
then could there be one bearing my signature?’ 
Then they put it cunningly to him, saying : ‘ What 
do you care ? You have not either to pay, or to receive 
the amount. Even supposing that you executed this 
document ; as the royal court has ceased to exist, 
what is the value of all these bonds ? ’ He rejoined : 
£ You may say anything you please ; I neither 
executed a bond in favour of Chandrasenan, nor do I 
know him ; I can prove my statement — that is certain. 
As I am unwell, and at times lose my senses, please 
do not mind anything discourteous, or unmeaning 
that I may say. That is all.’ They then took leave 
of him, stating that they would report the matter 
to the Governor. He upon this said to them : ‘ I 
am in a desperate state of health : if the Governor 


Chap* 

XIV. 

1746. 
Alleging 
having be-en 
sent by 
Governor. 


He 

repudiates 

certain 

bonds 

as forgeries. 


Denies all 
knowledge 
of the 

transaction. 



372 


ANANDA RANG a PIZZA? JTW ARY. 


Chap. 

XIV. 


1746. 


The men 
depart 
promising 
report to 
Governor. 


Reflections 
of diarist 
on the 
affair. 


Governor 
sends for 
him. 


And others. 


These latter 
do not 
appear. 


wishes to bring an accusation such as this against 
me, he is at liberty to do what he pleases. It 
appears that he has said that! am a prisoner here.’ ” 

The Company’s peons added that these persons 
departed saying : “ Very well, sir, we will mention 
all th is to the Governor.” I thought then within 
myself : “ God is right in visiting me with this 
trouble. Although this man was about to depart, I 
detained him at my own cost in view to effect some 
arrangement by which the Governor w ould be pro- 
fited. This is the return for my kindness. It is hut 
just that my services should be requited by conduct 
sullying my honour.” I therefore prayed to God 
to deliver me from blame consequent on any misdeed 
that might be perpetrated in the course of this affair. 

Monday, kth April 17k-6, or 26th Vang uni of 
Krotlhana , — This evening at 5, at the bidding of 
the Governor, a peon summoned me to his presence. 
I asked where he was. He replied that he w r as 
at the corner bastion which is now being erected 
on the sea-shore. I asked him whether the Gover- 
nor had sent for anybody else. He replied that 
two other peons had been despatched to summon 
Tanappa Mudali and Malaiyappa Mudali. I then, 
in obedience to the call made, repaired to the 
corner bastion. Cliinna Mudali and my brother 
Tiruvcugadam, had gone to the Deputy Governor, 
in connection with the petitions and counter-petitions 
of M. do Louche and M. de Bansset. The latter and 
the lessees of the suburban villages had preferred 
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a complaint against M. de Louche of having mis- 
appropriated certain lands ; and he in return charged 
M. de Bausset with the clandestine sale of ground 
in the villages, the removal and disposal of trees in 
the boundary hedge, and other frauds. Malaiyappa 
Mudali, also, was with Chinna Mudali and my 
brother at the time. 

When I approached the Governor, he advanced 
a few steps towards me, and said : “ 5,500 Pondi- 
chery pagodas of eight touches were delivered to 
M. Dulaurens on behalf of Nakshatram Animal, the 
widow of Kanakaraya Mudali, and her daughter- 
in-law, Chandra Muttu Ammal, at 6, on the evening 
of Saturday the 24th [2nd] instant. Here is the 
Company’s bond for the amount, in which it is men- 
tioned that this sum was paid on behalf of the two 
women by T anappa Mudali, Malaiyappa Mudali, and 
you ; and that two-thirds of it belong to Nakshatram 
Amm&l, the remaining third being the share of 
Chandra Muttu. The interest has been fixed at 7 per 
cent., and it is stipulated that they shall draw it once 
a year. The bond has been signed by all the members 
of Council, and bears the Company’s seal. You had 
better deliver it to the widow of Kanakaraya Mudali, 
and tell her to quit the house.” I replied : “ Very 
well. I will do as directed.” He then asked what 
had been the end of the affair of the ear-rings. I 
responded : “ Chinna Mudali asked Malaiyappa 
Mudali to make oath in the church. Accordingly, 
when they went there yesterday morning, to attend 
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the service, Chinna Mudali applied to the chief priest 
to administer the oath, hut the latter said that this 
could not be allowed in a church, and told them to 
come on the morrow, promising to settle the matter 
then.” He further said : “ . . . * You may 
remove the seal affixed by you to the house, and 
tell the peons and the accountant Ranga Pillai 
to resume their duties at the court.” I there- 
upon answered : “ Chinna Mudali has represented 
to me that in the event of my seal being removed ; 
and the peons being ordered back to their duties, 
the widow should quit the house, and that so long 
as she stays in it, the seal must remain untouched ; 
and the peons also must remain on guard.” The 
Governor on this replied : “ Remove your seal, and 
let him affix his instead of it. Let the peons con- 
tinue there.” We went along conversing as far 
as the custom-house, where we parted. He went 
homewards, and I to Kanakaraya Mudali’s house. 
I sent for the court accountant Azhagappa Mudali, 
and Malaiyappa Mudali, and seated myself on the 
pial of the opposite house. Handing to them, for 
delivery to Nakshatram Ammil, the Company’s bond 
for 3,500 pagodas, I commissioned them to tell 
her politely that as Chinna Mudali and she could 
not agree with one another in the same house, 
it was the desire of the Governor that she should 
betake herself to the building assigned to her as a 


* Perished in the original. 
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residence. She sent word in reply : “I am aware 
of all your kind services to me. If you are willing 
to speak on my behalf to the Governor, will he not 
adopt your counsel ? You can do or undo as you 
please.” When her brother Malaiyappa Mudali, and 
Azhagappa Mudali told me this, I again sent a 
message courteously through them as follows : “ You 
are my mother, and I am your son. Would I do 
anything unjust with regard to your affairs ? I am 
only the mouth-piece of the Governor. How can 
I help you in this matter? Your brother-in-law, 
Tanappa Mudali, pertinaciously insists that you 
should quit the house. What can I do ? ” She sent 
me a reply that she would find another house in 
fifteen days time, and go away. Chinna Mudali 
having arrived just then, I communicated to him the 
answer given by Kanakaraya Mudali’s widow, took 
leave of him, and departed. 

Tuesday, 5th April 171+6, or 27th Panguni of 
Krodhaun. — This morning, Chinna Mudali applied 
to me for the grant of a copy of the award, duly 
attested by the signatures of the arbitrators. I 
communicated his request to the Governor, and 
he directed me to comply with it. I accordingly 
instructed the court accountant to prepare a copy 
of the document supplied to the widow of Kanaka- 
rlya Mudali, and obtain the signatures of the 
twenty arbitrators to it. 

Wednesday, 6th April 171+6, or 28th Panguni of 
Krodhana. — This morning at 10, Tanappa Mudali, 
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the brother of Kanakaraya Mudali, who was on 
his way to the Governor, came to me, and said : 
“ The dispute between Malaiyappa Mudali and me, 
in connection with the emerald ear-rings, has yet 
to be settled. The priests of the church refuse 
to accord permission for the administration of any 
oath within the building. The matter has conse- 
quently to be decided by the Governor. Will you 
therefore kindly go with me to him ? ” In com- 
pliance with his request, I accompanied him. As 
soon as we had seated ourselves in the house, the 
mace-bearer came to me, and said that the Governor 
wanted me. When I entered his presence, he 
exclaimed : “ Have you not yet disposed of that case 
of the bazaar-keepers ? It is a most trifling busi- 
ness ; not worth a cash. How many months is it 
now, since I spoke to you about it ? You have not 
attended to the matter. It was a mistake on my 
part to have commissioned you to settle it. This 
is the way with natives. I told you that Tiruvchi- 
gadam’s note was in the house of Pedro, and asked 
you to bring it away. You have not done this, 
too. You never pay heed to what I bid you.” I 
replied : “ Sir, which of your orders have I failed 
to carry out ? However difficult of execution, have 
I not always — by your favour — discharged your 
commissions ? Misled apparently by evil counsels, 
they [the bazaar -keepers] do not heed my advice. 
This is due to the present being their unfortunate 
time. So long as they refuse to obey your orders, 
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they are paying the penalty for their past sins against 
God, who inflicts punishment on them through you.” 
I thus, in an indirect way, gave vent to my disappro- 
bation of his attitude towards them. He then asked 
what the terms of the agreement which I had re- 
quired of them were. I replied : “I told them that 
there was no hurry as regards payment and offered 
long periods for liquidation of the debt. I said that 
neither Ranga Pillai, nor Arunacliala Chetti, would 
trouble them about their dues. I induced the Com- 
pany’s merchants to inform them individually that 
the collection of the outstandings would be under- 
taken by me. I also caused each of them to be 
advised by their respective friends. Sometimes 
they agree ... * But, by whose advice I do not 
know, they subsequently withdraw their promises, 
and relapse into perversity.” The Governor there- 
upon summoned his accountant Ranga Pillai, and 
said to him : “ I shall instruct the Deputy Governor 
to release those tradesmen, and bazaar-keepers 
. . . *” He then dismissed him, and turning 

to me, remarked : “ What do you say to my sugges- 
tion?” I replied: “Is there any possibility of 
error in your judgment ? Our minds are generally 
confined to one thing at a time. But yours is an 
all-embracing one, and is occupied, at one and the 
same time, with the whole of the weighty affairs of 
state. It does not behove me to make remarks on 
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your judgment.’’ To this he said nothing beyond 
“ Many thanks.” He then asked whether the dis- 
pute between Lazar and Pedro’s brother-in-law, 
touching the ear-rings, had come to an end. I 
replied : “ The priest refused to permit them to take 
an oath in the church. They have come here to 
have it settled by you.” He then bade me summon 
the chief priest of the church of St. Paul, named 
Coeurdoux. I instructed the mace-hearer to tell him 
to attend. He accordingly came, had an interview 
with the Governor, and returned. The Governor 
then called Lazar, Malaiyappa Mudali and me inside, 
and said : “ The priest states that it is not usual to 
take oaths in a church. This is true ; and nobody 
should do it.” He next turned to Lazar, and ob- 
served : “ There is a crucifix in your house ; let 
him swear before it.” Then, addressing Malaiyappa 
Mudali, he exclaimed : “ Take an oath before that 
crucifix.” After saying this, he hade us depart, and 
we retired. As we were standing outside, he again 
called me in, and said in connection with the matter 
of the bazaar -keepers : 

“I am resolved to relinquish my claim upon 
them. You also need not demand any bond from 
them for their liability. But you should make it 
appear that 1 do so on your account ... * You 
should, in their presence, represent to me that they 
are quite willing to pay, hot that they are in very 


* Perished in the original. 
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distressed circumstances ; tliat tlieir conduct has 
damaged their character much, and that they have 
lost credit ; that they feel highly disgraced ; and 
that I must therefore be so good as to pardon their 
offence, and protect them. You must persuade 
them to appeal to me in this style, and make 
them fall at my feet. I will then dismiss them, 
making it appear as though I released them on your 
intercession. But you need not be afraid that the 
responsibility for this will attach to you. I have 
abandoned the matter. But I do not wish that an 
impression should be created that I have done so 
owing to my inability to recover the money. Both 
Arunlchala Chetti and my accountant have been 
much benefited by demanding payment from them 
on my behalf. You need not delay this matter any 
longer ; not even for half an Indian hour.” I then 
took leave of him, and betook myself to the arecanut 
storehouse, where I sat down. There Chinna 
Mudali and Malaiyappa Mudali presented themselves 
before me, and I offered them seats. The former 
invited me to his house. I accordingly went, in 
company with them, to Kanakaraya Mudali’ s house 
and sat along with them in the hall facing north, 
which is in the front portion of the building. Tanappa 
Mudali then sent for the catechist, and pending his 
coming, we all engaged in conversation. In the 
meanwhile, Jaganivasa, Mudali arrived, as also three 
or four other Christians. Madras Erama Yayakkan 
an elephant dealer, who is a party to a suit here, 
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Madan&nda Pandit, Gopala Aiyan, Krislmaiyan the 
Hasty, Endapalli Tenkatachala Aiyan, with his two 
sons, goldsmith Ramoji, and some others; about 
fifteen or twenty in number, casually joined us. 

A 

Asarappa Mudali, the son of Savarimuttu Mudali, 
was also present. P»efore this assembly, Tanappa 
Mudali presented the crucifix to Malaiyappa Mudali, 
and called upon him to swear that the pair of emer- 
ald ear-rings which he wore had been given to him 
by Kanakardya Mudali, as an absolute gift. Malai- 
yappa Mudali, receiving the crucifix in his hands, 
swore thus : “ Kanakardya Mudali presented the 
ear-rings in dispute to me. He said that I might 
keep them for ever, and need not return them. 
I declare this in the presence of the Lord, whose 
image I hold.” Tanappa Mudali then escorted 
the audience, one by one, out as far as the entrance 
door, and afterwards repaired to his own residence. 
We all, taking leave of him, returned home. 

Every one was of opinion that whilst Malaiyappa 
Mudali’s statement was a perjury, Chiuna Mudali’s 
conduct was reprehensible, in that for such a paltry 
matter he required an oath to be taken in his house. 
The pair of emerald ear-rings was worth about 150 
pagodas— at the most not more than 200. People, 
with one voice, expi-essed their surprise that Malai- 
yappa Mudali should have forsworn himself for this 
sum. They spoke, also, in contemptuous terms of 
the character of Tanappa Mudali who, though he 
had procured with the smallest of trouble the estate 
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of his brother Kanakaraya Mudali. worth 40,000 or 
50,000 pagodas, had yet demurred to leaving the ear- 
rings with Kanakaraya Mudali’s brother-in-law : his 
brother had parted with them five years ago, on the 
occasion of his trip to Karikal — either on loan or for 
good ; the man had worn them in his ears all along, 
and had evinced his anxiety to retain them. These 
considerations should, in the opinion of the public, 
have been enough to appeal to his sense of equity, 
and compel him to renounce any claim to them. It 
was consequently dishonourable on the part of Chinna 
Mudali to call upon him to swear in his house. 

I had in my possession 114 crescent * pagodas out 
of the sum payable to Xakshatram Ammal, the widow 
of Kanakaraya Mudali. I sent the money' to her 
through Azhagappa Mudali, the court accountant, 
and ba.de him explain to her how the whole sum of 
4,200 pagodas had been made up. He informed me 
that he had delivered the amount to her, in the 
presence of her brother Mai ai yap pa Mudali. 

Monday , 11th April 17k6, or 2nd Ulnttirai of 
Akshaya . — ’All Akbar arrived this evening, in a 
carriage. He came from Chanda Saliib, wdio is 
at Satara. His retinue comprised twenty servants 
and messengers. Raza Sahib, the son of Chanda 
Saliib, Sama Rao, and tv r o Muhammadans, set out 
on horseback, with two Brahmans in chariots, to 
welcome him to Pondichery. He w r as conducted to 


* This was the device on one face of the Pondichery pagoda. 
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Chanda Sahib’s house, where he took up his abode. 
It was reported that he was sent by Chandfi Sahib, 
with instructions to have the debts due to the 
sowcars who had on a previous occasion come with 
Sanaa Rao, settled at once. It further transpired, 
that Chandai Sahib had received from Bengal a 
letter from Raghbji Bhonsla. In this it was stated 
that he had conquered, the whole of that country ; 
that the Nawab, and other chief men, had fled ; that 
he was intending to return after appointing re- 
sponsible persons to conduct the affairs of govern- 
ment; and that having done this, he would take 
Chanda Sahib with him to Arcot, make him subahdar, 
and also put him in possession of Trichinopoly. On 
receipt of this communication, Chanda Sahib resolved 
that the money due to the sowcars should be paid 
before he reached Arcot. He therefore sent his 
bosom friend, ’All Akbar, who had followed him to 
Satara, and shared his fortunes, with a message to 
his wife and others in Pondichery, bidding them 
discharge the debts. This information was given to 
me by Gopalaswami and Pettukkfini Bapu Chetti, as 
having been imparted to them by Sama Rao. Let 
us see what will happen next. 

At 6 this evening, the Governor received a letter 
from Karikal, to the following effect : A ship called 
the Pondichery Marchand, and commanded by M. 
Puel, proceeded from Mascareigne to Mahe. Instead 
of returning to Mascareigne, as the original intention 
appears to have been, she was cruising off Kolachel 
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and the neighbourhood of that port. The Rhjd 
of Travancore sent for M. Puel, and suggested to 
him that as news had been received that two or 
three English ships were making for those parts, he 
ought to consult the safety of his charge, and depart 
for some more secure locality. M. Puel then took 
his vessel to Karikal, and having discharged the 
cargo of firewood with which she was laden, and her 
ballast, sailed for the Danish port of Tranquebar, 
where he anchored. Whilst in the roads there, 
the ship was surrounded by five English men-of-war, 
which engaged her during the whole night. M. 
Puel, seeing that he could not cope with the enemy, 
ran his craft on shore, landed with his men, and 
blew her up. The Danish Governor commanding 
the fort of Tranquebar saw what occurred, and 
enraged at the manifestation of hostility by the 
English in a friendly port, ordered a few cannon 
shot to bo fired at their ships, which returned the 
fire, killing a gunner, and wounding two of the 
garrison. The Danish Governor, seeing this, ex- 
claimed: "We are weak; they are strong. Let it 
be. God is just. An inquiry will surely be made 
into this matter in Europe.” So saying, he wrote 
a letter to M. Paradis conveying intelligence of what 
had taken place. The Governor of Pondichery is 
reported to have said on receipt of this news : “ M. 
Puel has done well to run his ship ashore, to 
escape capture by the English. When the circum- 
stances of this matter become known in detail to the 
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King of Denmark, he will surely demand satisfac- 
tion of the King of England for the hostile attack 
made by the English in a friendly port, and for the 
killiug of a gunner, and the wounding of two men in 
the Danish service. The people of one nation cannot 
attack those of another, although they are their 
enemies, when the latter are protected by the flag 
of a neutral power. If such a thing happens, it 
is equivalent to a declaration of war by the first 
nation against the third. If the former of these, 
however, repudiates any hostile intention, it is bound 
to decapitate the offenders. This being the law 
of Europe, there is scarcely a doubt that the head 
of Commodore Barnet will he struck off.” Two or 
three respectable Frenchmen, who overheard these 
remarks of the Governor, communicated them to me. 
M. Le Maire, M. Cornet, and two or three other 
Frenchmen, told me that other matters will be made 
known when M. Puel, the captain who blew his 
ship up, comes to Pondichery. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

FROM APRIL 12™, nifi, TO APRIL 22 nd, i~i^g. 

Visit of Deputy Governor, Tranquebar — His persona! appearance — Recep- 
tion accorded to him — Opinion as to grounds for honours shown — - 
Ramachandra Aiyan asks diaris* whether he intends to take up chief 
dubashship — Conversation on the subject. — Kesava Eao, agent of 
Fatteh Sing, sends letter to Governor — Contains inter alia request 
for large loan— Considered a forgery — Verbal reply sent that matter 
would be discussed later on — Governor inquires into claim against 
W. Tiruvengada Pillai — Directs him and Viva Chetti to make oath 
in temple— Muttukumaran and others deputed to see to compliance 
with order — They converse with diarist on their way — Statements of 
parties on taking oath — Removal of surveillance over complainant — 
Accused released — The complaint against him — Diarist strongly con- 
demns conduct of Governor — Mentions result of it — further remarks 
on Governor — Mari Chetti brought from prison to diarist— Who advises 
him to pay his debts — Remanded to confinement — Again produced — 
Certain persons complain to Deputy Governor that traders are being 
ill-used and tortured — Being repulsed, go to M. Barthfileiny alleging 
that diarist torturing Mari Chetti — He refuses to listen — Go to house 
of Governor, but leave without speaking- -Complain to certain mem- 
bers of Council and to priests — SI. Milan records statements, and takes 
these to Governor— Who comments unfavourably on them — Sends for 
diarist —Wife of Mari Chetti comes to her husband — He reassures her, 
and is relegated to confinement — Governor summons diarist — Chinna 
Mudali, Tandavarayan, and Rangan, present — Last two interrogated 
as to story told to M. Miran — Deny it — Governor holds an investi- 
gation — Interpreter of SI. Sliran examined — Wrath of Governor against 
Tandavarayan and Rangan — He severely censures SI. Sliran — Who 
resents this —Tandavarayan and Raman imprisoned — Governor directs 
their speedy trial and punishment — Slari Chetti executes bond for 
payment of debts — Flight, of a certain woman, to escape creditors — 
Remarks on this — Departure of Deputy Governor, Tranquebar — 
Widow of Kanakaraya Sludali and her daughter-in-law remove to 
new residence — Conduct of Chinna Sludali towards former — Reflec- 
tions on the fall in her circumstances — And on the instability of 
prosperity — Remarks upon character of Chinna Sludali — Contrasted 
unfavourably with his brother — Ilis efforts to obtain chief dubash- 
ship — Avay Sahib purchases broad-cloth — Release of Slari Chetti and 
others — Avay Sahib makes more purchases — Price set oil against debt 
due by Company to Imam Sahib— Four traders execute bonds for 
debts to Company — Governor unable to see diarist, owing to illness — 
Traders therefore retained in custody— M. Desmarets comes to 
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XV. Believed to be orders for dismissal of Deputy Governor and cashier — 

Diarist expresses astonishment at fault being found with former— 

174(5. M. Desmar§ts explains how these two officers got into trouble — 

Conversation as to how contents of despatch leaked out — M. Coquet, 
of Company’s service, drinks spirits — Enters native house in view to 
annoy females — Fracas ensues — M. Coquet severely injured — Gov- 
ernor expresses his approval — Inquiry instituted as to assailants. 
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Tuesday , 12th April 171+6, or 3rd Ghittirai of 
Akshaya . — The Deputy Governor of Tranquebar, 
whose name I do not know, came to Pondichery this 
morning. He is plump and smooth, like a sweet 
potato pulled out of sandy ground. He has a broad 
face, and is tall and robust. He was on his way from 
Madras, and halting at Minakshi A. mm til’s choultry 
sent word here of his arrival. Thereupon, M. de 
Kerjean the nephew of the Governor, and an officer 
of the guard, whose name is not known, went to meet 
him at the outpost, and bring him to Pondichery. 
As he entered the town-gate, a salute of thirteen 
guns was fired. The Governor advanced along the 
nortuern verandah of his residence to meet him. 
Receiving him with an embrace, he conducted him into 
the house. Coffee was served to the guests as soon 
as they were seated, and a conversation oh o-eneral 
subjects ensued. The newcomer spoke French well. 
The Governor and he then talked un confidential 
matters. After this, dinner was served, and when the 
guests sat down, nineteen guns, followed by three 
more salutes, were fired. When I came to consider 
why such distinguished honour should be shown 
to this individual, the following reasons suggested 
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themselves to me. The sloop which was fitted out 
by the French for Manilla, carried a Danish flag and 
passport, and had on board a captain and a deputy 
captain, who were Danes. The Danes, moreover, 
had always promptly obliged the French in every- 
thing that they asked. Besides this, there was the 
affair of the mishap to M. Puel’s vessel, which was 
attacked by English ships when in the roads at 
Tranquebar ; and there was the subsequent conflict 
between the English and the Danes. It would 
therefore appear that the French wished to propitiate 
the latter, and hence the great honour shown to the 
Danish Depury Governor. After dinner, the guest 
was taken out for a drive, and was accompanied by 
the wife of the Governor, and other ladies, and a few 
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Councillors and officials, who rode in their carriages 
or palanquins. On his return, the Deputy Gov- 
ernor was regaled at S with supper, and taken to 
the house of M. Mathieu, where lodgings were 
assigned to him, and where he slept for the night. 

As the Governor had directed me to despatch, 
by a boat, jars of ghee and cables, for shipment on ‘cdSSto 
board the ship lying at Alambarai, I went to the 
beach this forenoon. Whilst I was superintending 
operations there, Ramachandra Aiyan, the son of 
Melugiri Pandit, came, and expressed satisfaction at 
seeing me. “ It seems a year, ” he said, “ since you 
visited these parts; and I bless this day because 
I have met you.” He next asked me whether I SJ^p* 0 
intended to take up the appointment of chief duW 
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dubash. I replied : “ Why should I desire the place ? 
Does the Governor treat me with less courtesy 
because I am not chief dubash ? In fact, he 
accords to me more honour than to those who have 
filled that post. If I wanted it, he would this 
instant give it to me. But Chinna Mudali, the 
younger brother of Kanakaraya Mudali, is already 
acting in it, and he is likely to be confirmed.” 
Ramachandra Aiyan rejoined : “ Chinna Mudali will 
never get the appointment. He is not fit for it. 
When he was interpreter of the court he was guilty 
of many misdeeds. He took bribes of one cash and 
upwards. Besides, the Governor has called him a 
donkey. So say all the other Europeans. For these 
reasons, he will never got the place.” “ But I have 
another communication to make to you,” he con- 
tinued ; “ and it is this : The Governor has said, in 
the presence of all the other Europeans, that you 
are the only person fitted for the post, and that 
he is determined to give it to you. M. Miran, 
also, has told my elder brother at the mint — and 
he is my informant — that the Governor intends 
to confer it on you. M. Le Bon and other Euro- 
peans residing near the beach moreover have said 

* 33 

» • • 

Wednesday, 13th April 17k6, or kill Chittirai of 
Alcslmya.. — At h this morning, the following took 
place before the Governor. Kesava Rao, who, it 


Blank in the original. 
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may be known, arrived some time ago in the capacity 
of agent for Fatteh Sing, sent by a follower of his, a 
lean Brahman, a letter to the Governor which pur- 
ported to have come from his employer. This was 
read and explained to the Governor by Madananda 
Pandit and Tdnappa Mudali. As interpreted, it stated 
that the writer had addressed to Nawab Anwar-ud-din 
Khan a letter on behalf of Sahuji Rajd of Tanjore ; 
that his communication was treated by the NawSb 
with silence ; and that he was prepared to collect 
a force, and take the necessary action. It next 
begged the delivery to Kesava Rao of Rs. 20,000 in 
order to meet the expenses of collecting men, adding 
that the loan would be discharged, either from the 
treasury of the Rhjd of Tanjore, or by transfer 
of the debts due by Chanda Sahib. This request 
was couched in very polite terms, and it was further 
stated that when the writer could come to Pondi- 
chery, and have a personal interview with the 
Governor, many other things would be made known. 
When the rendering of the letter was finished, the 
Governor asked the interpreters what they thought 
of it. Madananda Pandit replied that judging from 
its tenor, it seemed to him that the letter was not 
written by the person by whom it purported to have 
been, but by some underling of his ; that it did not 
appear to have been the work of the official who 
usually conducted such correspondence, nor was it 
in his style ; that it read as if it was the composition 
of a little boy ; that if it had really emanated from 
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the source from which it claimed to do, it would not 
have been couched in such respectful — nay abject — 
terms, and that he was therefore compelled to 
regard it as a forgery The Governor concurred in 
this opinion, and sent away the lean I’rahman who 
brought the letter, with a reply that the matter 
could be discussed next day when K§sava Rao ap- 
peared in person. All this was reported to me by 
Madananda Pandit. 

At 10 this morning, Wandiwash Tiruvengada 
Pillai was taken from prison, and placed before 
the Governor ; as was also the wife of Kasturi 
Rangaiyan, the subordinate chief of the peons at 
Trichinopoly. The Governor addressed Tiruvengada 
Pillai thus : “On the one hand this woman asserts 
that she has lent you a certain amount ; on the 
other, you deny her claim. Now, go to Vedapuri 
tswaran’s temple, put out the light that stands 
there, and take your oath that you do not owe her 
any money ,” He next summoned Vira Chetti, and 
directed him also to take his oath in the temple — 
by putting out the light— that he had not written 
the bond. Tiruvengada Pillai and Yira Chetti, 
assented to this. The Governor next turned to 
the former, and told him that it was not proper 
for a servant of the Company to take an oath, and 
that if he did, he must forfeit the appointment 
which he held at Karikal. On this he said to the 
Governor : “ If it please you, I will go to Karikal 
only after you have given me permission to do so.” 
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The Governor, I was told, remained silent. There- 
upon Muttuknmaran the brother-in-law of Asarappa 
Mudali, an adherent of Tanappa Mudali, Krimasi 
Pandit the subordinate chief of the peons, and 
Annamalai Nayin&r, were deputed to go with the 
parties in the case, in order to see to the adminis- 
tration of the oath. On their way, they came to me 
at the arecanut storehouse, where I then was, and 
mentioned all that, had happened. They also told 
me that they were proceeding 1o the temple to 
witness the taking of the oath by those concerned. 
I said to them : “ Wherever there are hollows in 
the ground, there water gathers. Why hesitate if 
your minds are free from fear ? Ts not this matter 
known throughout the land ? ” Having made these 
remarks, I bade them go. They then repaired to 
the temple of VMapuri Iswaran. Wandiwash Tiru- 
vengada Pillai, when he took the oath, declared : 
“ I only know that I went to Rangaiyan’s wife on 
three occasions, and gave her 29 fanams, and two 
measures of rice. I know no more. I never bor- 
rowed any money of her, nor did I execute any 
bond in her favour.” So saying, he extinguished the 
light, and toi'e up the bond. Vira Chetti declared : 
“ I never wrote out this bond, neither do I know 
its history,” and he, too, put out the light. The 
wife of Kastiiri Eangaiyan then said to the people 
assembled there : “ T have done this because Tiru- 
vengada Pillai made a similar statement before. His 
boldness has not yet departed from him.” After 
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this, the two peons who had been set to watch her 
were directed by the chief of the peons, under orders 
from the Governor, to cease their surveillance ; and 
they accordingly did so. Tiruvengada Pillai, after 
he had taken the oath, was released from custody, and 
went home. The complaint against him was lodged 
on the 7th Arppisi of Krodhana [20th October 
1745], by Kasturi Rangaiyan’s wife, who demanded 
payment from him of 1,000 pagodas, with interest 
thereon. On the 24th, [6th November] Tiruvengacla 
Pillai was confined in the prison at the western gate 
of the fort; he was afterwards removed to that 
at the eastern gate, from which he was taken to the 
court-prison. Thus, he lay in confinement for a 
total period of six months, less three days. Seeing 
that he was destined to undergo six months 
imprisonment, of what avail could any endeavours 
to effect his release be ? None can escape the 
decrees of Providence. His destiny being this day 
fulfilled, he was set at liberty. 

On considering this transaction, it appears to me 
that our lordly Governor was bereft of sense; and 
it was in this wise. He turned a deaf ear to the 
repeated solicitations of Tiruvengacla PiHai, who 
whilst agreeing to pay down the 1,000 pagodas 
claimed in the bond, demanded an investigation 
at the hands of arbitrators, as to its genuineness. 
Tiruvengada Pillai said : “ If Rangaiyan’s wife be 
proved guilty of forging the bond, let the fact be 
proclaimed; and let her be punished, and driven 
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out of this. If, on the other hand, I should he 
shown to be the culprit, I will pay such fine, and 
submit to such punishment, as may be inflicted by 
the Company.” Although repeatedly urged to make 
inquiry, the Governor remained obdurate. He would 
take the advice of no one, but followed the counsel 
of Ranga Pillai, his accountant. In the meantime, 
petitions were sent by the bazaar-keepers to the 
Councillors, and to the priests of the church of 
St. Paul, complaining that the Governor had brought 
ruin on them. Noting the opposition offered to 
him, and the loud complaints which were being 
made, his wife remonstrated with him day and 
night. She pictured to him the dislike harboured by 
the Councillors, and the unpopularity which he was 
courting at the hands of the people, who, day after 
day, abused him for his unj ust handling of every- 
thing that he undertook. It was only on being 
awakened by the remonstrances of his wife to a 
sense of his danger, that he directed the settlement 
of the case by the administration of an oath. Had 
he, disguising whatever fear he might have had at 
heart, assumed a bold front, and on the strength 
of the conclusion arrived at by Kanakaraya Mudali 
after inquiry, that the bond was a forgery, sent the 
woman out of the town with a threat and an 
injunction not to do the like again, released the 
man from custody, and permitted him to join his 
appointment : had he done this, and also taken 
the money which he had to receive, he would have 
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preserved his credit, and gained the esteem of the 
public. As, however, he thought fit to pursue a 
crooked policy iu the conduct of this business he 
only brought on himself discredit, lost what he 
would otherwise have obtained, and earned for 
himself the reputation of being an inefficient man. I 
could fill ten pages at least with remarks on this 
matter ; but I refrain from doing so, because it does 
not appear to me to be proper. Those who are wise 
will comprehend the whole thing at a glance. Those 
who are not, would fail to understand even the most 
elaborate disquisition on the subject. In the evening 
at half-past 6, I went to congratulate Tiruvfingada 
Pillai. Others of the townspeople did the same. 

Thursday, lkth April 1 7h6, or 5th Ohittirai of 
Akshaya. — On the night of this day, I sent for Mari 
Chetti, and having impressed on him the fact that 
two or three traders who had been confined with him 
in the court-prison had obtained their release by 
executing bonds for the payment in instalments of 
the money due to the Governor, advised him to 
do the like, and go home. He hesitated, persisting 
in arguing the point ; and it grew late. Intimating 
to him, therefore, that the matter would be discussed 
next day, I directed that he should be taken to 
the house of the chief of the peons, instead of to the 
court-prison. 

Friday, 15th April 11h6, or 6th Ohittirai of 
Akshaya. This morning, I had Mari Chetti brought 
before me at the distillery,' from the house of the 
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chief of the peons, where he was detained. I again 
talked with him on the subject of the previous 
night, and explained the terms of the instalment- 
bond which he was required to execute. In the 
meantime, Devam Tandavarayan, and Rangan the 
brother of Govindan, who had previously been incar- 
cerated with other traders in the court-prison, called 
together the parents of Mdri Chetti, and a few men 
and women, and went with them to the house of the 
Deputy Governor. They took their stand before the 
gate, and loud enough for the Deputy Governor, 
who was within the house, to hear them, they bawled 
out a complaint that the traders who were taken to 
the court-prison were confined in a room, and not 
allowed to go out to take their food, or answer the 
calls of nature; and that they were tortured by being 
compelled to inhale the smoke of burning chillies. 
M. Legou, the Deputy Governor, hearing the noise 
came out, and inquired who they were. They replied 
they were traders. He told them that they were 
a pack of rogues, and directed them to go away, 
warning them, at the same time, of the consequences 
which would befall them if they did not agree to pay 
the money due to the Governor. They thereafter 
went to M. Barthelemy, and complained to him 
that, having summoned Mari Chetti before me, and 
finding that lie would not execute the bond demanded 
of him, I had caused his hands to be tied behind 
him, and having hung him head downwards, was 
beating him ; that the ropes with which he was 
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bound were moistened with water to make them swell, 
and cut through the flesh ; that the victim of this 
cruelty was also being compelled to inhale chilly- 
smoke, and was lying at death’s door ; and that the 
men taken to the court-prison were confined in one 
room, were not allowed to answer the calls of nature, 
and were tortured by being forced to breathe chilly- 
smoke. These and other false charges were made 
before M. Barthelemy, who told the accusers that 
he had nothing to do with the matter. They next 
proceeded to the residence of the Governor. They 
were met at the gate by Chinna Mudali, who told 
them that it would not be proper for the whole party 
to enter the house ; and that two of them had better 
go in, and make the complaint. To this they would 
not agree. They then went to MM. Dulaurens, 
Miran, Le Maire, and other Councillors ; and to the 
priests of the church, before whom, severally, they 
preferred in detail the same charge as they had made 
before M, Barthelemy. M. Miran, however, caused 
them to repeat their complaints, took them down 
in writing, and went to the Governor, to whom he 
handed the deposition of the traders, and stated 
what they had told him. The Governor remarked 
in reply that what was alleged could not have 
occurred ; that it was true that he had deputed me 
to bring the traders to terms ; that two or three of 
them had already executed iustalment-bonds, and 
had been released from custody ; and that two or 
three more — as I have said — had agreed to do the 
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same. He pointed out that it was therefore im- 
possible that such things could have happened, but 
nevertheless he said that he would send for me 
and others, and make an inquiry ; and finding that 
it was almost meal-time, he asked M. Miran to dine 
with him. A peon was accordingly sent to fetch me. 

Whilst this was going on, I was at the distillery- 
house endeavouring to bring MSri Chetti to terms. 
As I was thus engaged, his wife arrived, and said 
to her husband : “ Devam Tandavarayan, and 

Rangan the brother of Govindan, told us that 
you were being beaten by Ananda Ranga Pillai. 
They took with them your parents, and some 
others, and have gone to make a complaint to the 
Governor. I have come here to ascertain what has 
happened.” Mari Chetti replied that they lied, 
and that he was merely having a talk with me. 
He thereupon told her to depart, which she did. 
I continued to try to convince him, but in vain. 
I then sent him away to the house of the chief of 
the peons, and went home at half-past 12. I was 
bathing, when one of the Company’s peons delivered 
a message to me that the Governor required my 
presence, after I had taken my meal. Having 
eaten my food, I set out at half- past 1, for the Gov- 
ernor’s house. My arrival was reported to him, 
and he thereupon sent for Chinna Mudali, who came 
at once. He had previously summoned D6vam 
Tandavarayan, and Ranga Pillai the brother of 
Govindan, and they were already' there. Chinna 
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Mudali and I presented ourselves before him. As 
the Deputy Governor of Tranquebar was seated 
with him at table, the Governor when he saw us left 
it, and retired with M. Miran to his writing room. 
Chinna Mudali, Tandavarayan, and Rangan, were 
then sent for, and when they entered the apartment 
the Governor told Chinna Mudali to ask Tandava- 
rayan and Rangan what they had said to M. Miran 
regarding my treatment of them. To this question 
they replied that they had already stated I had done 
them no injury, but that the warders of the court- 
prison had put them to a good deal of annoyance, by 
not permitting them to go out, either to take their 
meals, or to answer the calls of nature. The Gov- 
ernor then asked what they meant by telling a tale 
to M. Miran about my having caused M ari Chetti 
to be hung up head downwards, and beaten in 
that position, and about Mhri Chetti’ s being com- 
pelled to inspire the fumes of chillies, etc. ; and then 
quite a different story to him. They replied that 
they had not said what was imputed to them, and 
that they only complained against the warders as 
regards their treatment of them when prisoners. 
M. Miran testified that he took down their state- 
ments as they were translated to him by his inter- 
preter, Surappa Mudali, for whom he then sent. 
The Governor now made a sign to me to advance 
from where I was seated apart, and asked me what 
I had done to induce the traders to come to 
terms. I replied that a few of these men had 
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sent their relatives to treat with me ; that on my chap. 
refusal to hear them, on the ground that they — 1 
were a litigious set and that I could not put faith He replies 

° and makes 

in their words, they besought me to listen to t“** plana ' 
them, and agreed to execute bonds undertaking to 
pay by instalments ; and that thereupon I com- 
municated this to him, took documents from two 
or three of the traders, and released them from 
custody. I added that, whilst I was treating with 
Mari Chetti this day on the subject of his bond, 
the two men mentioned above collected a crowd, 
and made false charges against me to the Coun- 
cillors and the priests, to the effect that I had 
beaten and otherwise ill-treated him ; and that this 
was all I knew about the matter. He asked me 
why I did not make a report to him. I replied: 

“ Is not this a complaint preferred against me ? 

I therefore thought it would be better to wait 
until my accusers had had their say. I did not 
like to prejudice your mind by first telling you 
what I knew.” Chinna Mudali then said to the chinna 
Governor : “ These people came, and complained ““ t k enAt. 
to me. I investigated their allegations, and finding 
that they were making false charges, I spoke 
angrily to them, and bade them go away.” “ Why Governor 
did you not of your own accord tell me about this ? ”, hira ' 
asked the Governor. He in reply alleged that as a 
crowd had gathered at the time, he could not find an 
opportunity- to convey to him any intimation of what 
had occurred. Surappa Mudali, the interpreter of 
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M. Miran, who had been sent for, now came. The 
Governor desired him to repeat what Tandavarayan, 
and Rangan, had stated to M. Miran. He stood 
trembling in every limb ; his tongue clove to the 
roof of his mouth ; and he was unable to utter even a 
word. The Governor said encouragingly to him : 
“ Be not afraid. Tell us what happened.” Surappa 
Mudali stammered out a few unintelligible words, 
and then exclaimed in Tamil : “ There are witnesses 
who heard what these complainants told me. The 
men who before this said certain things to me, now 
deny them altogether.” This speech was interpreted 
by Chinua Mudali to the Governor, who then turned 
to Tandavarayan, and Rangan, and wrathfully asked 
them what harm the Councillors and priests, to 
whom they had made false complaints, could do to 
him. He next addressed M. Miran, and said with 
anger, both in his voice and manner : “ Is it not 
because you, and all the other Councillors have 
given occasion for indignities to be heaped upon 
me — inasmuch as you have not in the first instance 
properly investigated the false complaints preferred 
by these dogs — that these worthless mdn do as they 
like. Now, do not M. Dulaurens and all of you 
share in the profits realised by the sale of goods to 
these traders ? Am I alone the gainer thereby ? 
Do we not all equally share both the profit and 
the loss ? ” M. Miran, frowning, replied : “ This is 
the first time that I ever heard these complaints. 
As soon as I did so, I reported them to you, in 
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order that inquiry might be made.” The Governor 
afterwards directed that Tandavarayan and Rangan, 
should be confined in the court-prison, and sent 
them away in custody. He next told Chinna Mudali 
to go to the court on the hearing day, and ask the 
Deputy Governor to take up, as the first for bearing, 
the case of false charge of which these two men 
were guilty, and to mete out to them a proper 
punishment. I thereafter went to the distillery- 
house, and sent Arunachala Muttu Chetti to my 
brother, Tiruvengada Pillai, to communicate to him 
all the tidings of the day. Towards evening, Mfiri 
Chetti came, and having executed before me a bond 
for payment in instalments, in favour of Wandiwash 
Ranga Pillai — his house being the security for the 
money due by him to the Governor — he returned to 
the house of the chief of the peons. 

Two Indian hours before daybreak this morning, 
Rangammal, the wife of Kastfiri Rangaiyan, the 
subordinate chief of the peons, escaped from Pondi- 
chery, to avoid her creditors. Tyaga Aiyan, the 
elder sister’s son of Gdpalakrishna Aiyan, was dis- 
tressed because she fled with 130 pagodas of his 
money. A few consoled him for the loss, by saying 
that he had had his satisfaction otherwise. A 
few others, who hoped to reap a little money by 
the scandal, were much chagrined, and remained 
in-doors, through sheer vexation. A few more were 
transported with joy because they felt the rid- 
dance of her as though they had been relieved of 
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Saturn.* Others again, who had been quaking with 
fear lest she should prefer false accusations against 
them, now felt their hearts revive. So her flight 
was hailed with delight by many, and regretted 
only by a few. The latter were Ranga Pillai, — the 
Governor’s accountant, — ArunAchala Chetti, Yijaya- 
ragava Chari, Ranga Chari, Tyaga Aiyan, Rama- 
chandra Aiyan, the son of MOlugiri Pandit, and his 
brothers : the many were the rest. 

Monday, 18th April 17 k6, or 9th Chittirai of 
Akshaya .- — This afternoon at about half-past 4, the 
Deputy Governor of Tranquebar, together with the 
factor who accompanied him, dined at the house 
of the Governor, took leave of him, and departed. 
When they issued from the Cuddalore gate, a salute 
of seventeen guns was fired from the ramparts on 
either side of it, as well as from the corner bastion 
to the south. 

Early this morning, Nakshatram Ammal, the 
widow of Kanakaraya Mudali, and her daughter- 
in-law, Chandra Muttu Ammal, excluded for ever 
from the home of their late husbands, removed to 
the house south of Arunachala Mudali’s in YMa- 
puri Iswaran Temple street. The new house was 
one which had belonged to catechist Muttaiya 
Piflai. It was purchased by Malaiyappa Mudali, 
the son of TambichS Mudali, and repaired by him. 
IN akshatram Ammal strove to the uttermost not to be 


* The most malignant, in astrological inflnence, of all the planets. 
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ousted from lier deceased husband’s house. But his 
brother, Tanappa Mudali, stubbornly insisted upon 
her quitting it. He moved the Governor to cause 
her to be ejected by force. She wished to take 
with her a few copper pots, a cot, a mattress, a box to 
keep her clothing in, and a few other sundry articles 
of furniture — worth in all about 20 pagodas — and 
believing that Tanappa Mudali would not allow her 
to remove them from the house, she sent word to me 
through court accountant Azhagappa Mudali ; and 
on my intercession she was authorized to transfer 
them to her new place of abode. When one con- 
siders how this woman, who had possessed the most 
unlimited power, and the most uncontrolled right to 
everything in that house, was now not only obliged to 
give it up, and was deprived of every concern in it ; 
but had also to seek humbly the leave of another 
to appropriate therefrom for her use a few copper 
vessels, a bed, and a cushion, what certainty can one 
attach to temporal wealth ? Although its unstable 
nature is known to all, every one acts as if his 
affluence was enduring, and as though his mortal 
frame would last to the end of the world. What 
is more surprising than this ? What a delusion it 
is ! The dispensation of Heaven by which human 
beings are tempted — with a full knowledge of the 
consequences of their acts— to plunge madly into a 
course which leads them to hell is mysterious, and 
impenetrable . . . * If I were to record here 
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how this man, lost to all sense of honour, behaved 
towards that woman, without the slightest regard 
for her as his brother’s widow, I fear that an 3' one 
who read my statements would not give credit to 
them. When one listens to his philosophical rant 
before the public ; his declaration that after the death 
of such a brother life was not worth living ; his 
hypocritical talk of the renunciation of all earthly 
pleasures — as though he was in the brown garb of an 
ascetic— : his pretended outbursts of grief wherever 
he appears ; and the lavish use of consolatory words 
which is required to soothe his bleeding heart, one 
is struck with his fraternal affection. But what is 
he at bottom ? He sternly refused to part with a 
copper pot required for the use of the widow of 
Kanakardya Mudali. He objected to give her a bed 
and a mattress. He instigated a mean servant-girl to 
eject her from the house. These things are within 
my knowledge, and Azhagappa Mudali also is aware 
of them. I have never seen such a consummate 
dissembler ; seeming to all outward appearance a 
paragon of virtue, but possessing a heart so cruel as 
it is. The articles in the house were all acquired by 
his brother, and not by him. Nevertheless, he was 
unwilling to give that brother’s widow a cushion and 
a mattress. The wise have only to judge for them- 
selves what will be his conduct when he comes to deal 
with the affairs of others. But his character for the 
last thirty years, in his capacity as interpreter of the 
court, is well known. Little is therefore required 



AVARICE OF CE1NNA MUD ALL 


405 


from my pen in the way of describing his nature. 
Although his brother Kanakaraya Mudali was also 
cruel-hearted, he never showed his feelings. He 
would nurse a grudge in his heart, and ruin his 
opponent when opportunity offered. Although he 
would not be of service to his friends when their 
circumstances needed anything out of his pocket, or 
the use of kind offices of other descriptions, he would 
not vilify his enemies. He was a man of some forbear- 
ance, and his actions indicated depth of policy. But 
Chinna Mudali is of a different mould. Even if the 
person concerned were a son begotten of his own 
loins, he would, if he could, extort money from him. 
Were she his mother : if he could, by attacking 
her, make some money, he would not hesitate to set 
upon her. The saying is ‘ Namasivayam * for each 
handful.’ Governed by this motto, he will, if he goes 
to one’s house, ask : ‘ What will you give ? ’ ; or if one 
visits him: ‘ What have you [brought] ? ’ . . . f 

In virtue of the position of his brother Kanakaraya 
Mudali, who was the chief dubash, his misdeeds 
remained unnoticed ; they would not under any 
other circumstances have been tolerated. It was on 
account of his brother that the Governor, also, over- 
looked his faults. I need not dilate upon this, as 
it is known to every one, including the Europeans. 
Kanakaraya Mudali, on the other hand, had some 
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f Perished in the original. 
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merits. He was not pusillanimous, as liis brother is. 
Although the popular opinion was that he was a 
miser, he sometimes spent money liberally, and in 
accordance with his position. He erected a church 
on the road to Ozhukarai, at a cost of 7,000 pagodas. 
He constructed a monument in the cemetery, which 
called for an outlay of 500 or 600 pagodas. In 
matters of this kind not even a thousandth part of 
this amount would be spent by Chinna Mudali. I 
have been obliged to dwell upon the conduct of the 
latter at some length, in consequence of his behaviour 
towards his brother’s widow. 

For a month past, he has been making attempts 
to obtain the appointment of chief dubUsh through 
the influence of the priests, who have recommended 
him to Madame Dupleix. N arayana Pillai is the 
intermediary between him and the lady, and acts as 
the negotiator. It is not known how his efforts 
will end. 

Avay S&hib, the agent of Imam Sahib, has pur- 
chased from the fort sixteen bales of broad-cloth, 
and purposes buying another sixteen to-morrow. 

On this day, of the traders who were in confine- 
ment, I freed Mari Chetti, Tirukami Ramalingan, 
and a man named Tillai. Counting Virappan, and 
V61an’s» son . . . ,* who have already been 

discharged, the number of persons set at liberty up 
to date is- five. I will record the full particulars 


# Illegible in the original. 
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of this matter after the other traders have been 
released from custody. 

Tuesday, 19th April 171+6, or 10th Ohittirai of 
Akshaya . — Avay Sahib, the agent of Imam Sfihib 
purchased at the fort, up to the evening of this day, 
fifty-seven bales of broad-cloth, less one roll. Yester- 
day he bought thirty-three bales, less one roll. The 
total cost was Rs. 25,300. This amount was set off 
in part discharge of the debt due by the Company 
to Imam Sahib. The broad-cloths in the possession 
of the Company still remaining unsold are all of 
inferior quality. They are the balance of those 
imported during the governorships of MM. Lenoir 
and Dumas, and are consequently much faded ; or 
else mildewed, or moth-eaten. The remaining bales 
number forty or fifty. A 3 previously stated, they 
are not of good quality. 

Wednesday, 20tli April 171+6, or 11th Chittirai 
of Akshaya.— Four persons, named Govindan, 
Teperumal the son of D6vam Tandavaraya Chetti, 
Arunachalam the son of Ekambara Chetti, and 
Arunachalam the son of Anda Chetti, who were in 
prison, executed this day term-deeds running for two 
years, in favour of Wandiwash Ranga Pillai, pledg- 
ing their houses or stock in trade as security for 
the due payment of their debts. There was also a 
secret agreement made with these men to remit a 
part of what they owed. To intimate this to the 
Governor, and also to obtain his orders for the 
release of the traders on the morrow, I made inquiry 
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as to when it would be convenient for him to see 
me. I was told that he was troubled with a boil in 
his groin, and was unable to dress himself, or to 
see visitors. I thereupon sent the men away to he 
retained in custody in the house of the chief of the 
peons, and returned home. 

This evening, I visited the garden of plantain- 
trees laid out in Kilinjakuppam. 

Thursday, 21st April 17h6, or 12th Glvittirai of 
Akshaya. — The Governor being still troubled with 
the boil did not come out. Nothing of consequence. 

Friday , 22nd April 17h6, or 13th Ghittirai if 
Akshaya. — This day, whilst I was at the arecanut 
storehouse, M. Desmar^ts came to ask me for carts 
for gravel. He said to me: “ In the mail bag which 
came four days ago from Malic, there was a 
letter from France. This was first sent to Bussorah ; 
whence it was despatched, by way of Surat, to 
Mahe, and thence here. The Governor read it, 
and keeps the contents to himself. He also has 
not delivered the letters from France which were 
addressed to other individuals. It is reported that 
this letter, which is to the Council of Pondichery, 
contains some news of interest — at least some 
people in Mahe have written to this effect to MM. 
Barthelemy and Dulaurens, and a few others. Now 
listen to me, and I will relate to you the particulars, 
as far as I have learnt them. I was told by M. 
Yincens that M. Dupleix has received an order to 
dismiss M. Legou the Deputy Governor, and M. 
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Guilliard the cashier, and that the letter addressed 
to the Council intimated that two commissioners are 
on their way out to hold an inquiry. I was further 
informed that M. Dupleix let out, when chatting at 
table, that he has been given full powers to act in 
the matter, and that he is perplexed as to the manner 
of communicating the order to the persons whom 
it concerns.” I remarked to M. Desmar£ts : “ M. 
Legou has served the Company for forty years ; he 
is, besides, a man of respectable character, of amiable 
disposition, and of good conduct. He has no equal 
as a judge of the qualities of cloth. There is every- 
thing about him with which the Directors should 
be pleased; and how is it possible that they should 
dismiss a man who has committed no fault.” M. 
Desmar^ts replied : “ M. Porcher, when he was Ad- 
ministrator at Bandar, was charged with misconduct, 
and deprived of his Couneillorship by M. Dumas, 
who also passed an order incapacitating him from 
serving the Company again. M. Porcher went to 
France, and laid the matter before the Directors, 
who confirmed the order of M. Dumas, but granted 
him permission to trade in the East on hi3 own 
account. He, accordingly, returned to this country. 
When M. Dupleix became Governor, the case was 
again laid before his Council, and M. Porcher 
being declared innocent of the charges brought 
against him, was restored to his Couneillorship. 
But the Company not having confirmed this, he 
was obliged to resign his appointment. In the 
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course of tlxe second, investigation, MM. Legou 
and Guilliard gave evidence to the effect that MM. 
Golard and Delorme had testified, to the innocence 
of M. Porcher, when he was on his trial before 
M. Dumas. This matter became known in France 
to M. Dumas, and. he asked, the Company whether 
such time-servers as MM. Legou and Guilliard, 
who altered their statements to suit the occasion, 
could be permitted to remain on the Council. 
Again, M. Dumont, a private merchant at Chander- 
nagore, wrote to M. Soude, his agent, to realize a 
debt of 600 pagodas due to him from M. Mossac, 
a kinsman of M. Dupleix. M. Soude demanded 
payment from M. Mossac, who however repudiated 
the claim. The former then petitioned the Council 
to hold an investigation. On inquiry, it held that 
a false claim was preferred in M. Soude’ s petition, 
and that what was mentioned in M. Dumont’s letter 
to him was untrue. As a matter of fact, however, 
M. Mossac subsequently repaid at Chandernagore 
the amount alleged to be due to M. Dumont, and 
requested him not to reveal the fact of his having 
done so. In this affair there was some perjury on 
the part of M. Guilliard, who was then the King’s 
Attorney ; and M. Legou was accessory thereto. 
These acts on the part of the two Councillors were 
laid hold of by M. Dumas, who put it to the 
Directors whether men such as these, who were 
guilty of perjury and giving false evidence, could 
be allowed to continue in the service of the 
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Company. They thereupon passed an order dis- 
missing them.” In reply to this statement by M. 
Desmarets, I asked him how it happened that the 
contents of the despatch had leaked out before they 
had been made known in Council. He replied that 
some individuals in Pondichery had received com- 
munications on the subject from Mahe. I inquired 
who they were. He mentioned the names of MM. 
Barthelemy, and Dulaurens, and a few more ; and 
said that he was told that these people had been 
talking over the matter in confidence. I observed 
that the whole truth would come out in the course 
of ten days more. Thereupon, he bade me farewell, 
and went home. 

Last evening at 7, M, Coquet, the Notary 
Public and a subordinate merchant, left his house, 
and went to the garden of M. Basque in Mirapafli. 
There he drank spirits, and as he was returning home 
he entered a house in a certain street, for the pur- 
pose of annoying the women there. As it was dark, 
he pulled a firebrand from the hearth, and was waving 
it in the air in order to cause it to blaze before 
commencing his search, when a girl rushed out. He 
kicked off his slippers, and ran after her. The girl, 
however, fled to a neighbouring house, and called 
for help. On hearing her cry, the Tamil neighbours 
and passers-by assembled, and instituted a search in 
the house which the Frenchman was reported to have 
entered. He however escaped, and took refuge in a 
building hard by, which was in course of erection, 
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and had no outer door. The Tamilians, fearing 
to venture in, surrounded the house, and kept 
watch. After a while, the Frenchman issued from 
his hiding place, and threw clods of earth at those 
who were watching for him in the street. Four men 
approached from behind, and seized him. He was 
then set upon, and beaten by all the persons assembled 
there. The gold buttons on his dress fell off, and 
all his clothes were torn. His sword and cane were 
wrested from him, and he was taken as a prisoner to 
the house of the Deputy Governor. The beating 
which he received was so severe that his skull was 
fractured, and his life is despaired of. Whether he 
will survive the rough treatment to which he has 
been subjected, remains to be seen. The Governor, 
who was apprised of what had occurred, expressed 
his approval of the action of the people in these 
words : “ Should the Tamilians bear with the conduct 
of a European who enters a native house to outrage 
the women P They have done well in making a 
thorough example of him.” Those who were con- 
cerned in assaulting the Frenchman are not known, 
and inquiry is being held. No arrests have as yet 
been made. 
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NOTE ON THE QUESTION OP THE PARTICULAR 
ISLAND REFERRED TO WHERE THE NAME 
“ MA S UKEAIIAI ” APPEARS IN THE DIARY. 

After some hesitation I have decided to render the word 
Masukkarai , wherever it occurs in the diary, by Mascareigne , 
which is the equivalent invariably used by M. Vinson in 
his “ Les Franqais dam FInde.” The reason which has 
induced me to follow this course — thotigh rendering 
Chennapattanam as Madras, Devanampattanam as Fort St. 
David, Parangimalai as St. Thomas’ Mount, Parangipettai as 
Porto Novo , and Sadurangapattanam as Sadras — is that, 
although, in my opinion, Masukkarai, wherever used in the 
diary, refers to lie de France, there are others who incline 
to the view that it may sometimes allude to Bourbon. I 
have therefore considered it best to use the old French 
name, of which Masukkarai is undoubtedly the Tamil equiva- 
lent, and to leave it to the reader or critic to decide for 
himself which of the two islands known to the Frenchmen 
of Eanga Pillai’s day as lie de France and Bourbon is meant 
in each particular case in which Masukkarai appears. 

But, though adopting this line, I consider it desirable 
that some information which has been afforded by a friend 
who has given me material assistance in the work on which 
I am engaged, and by a note very kindly drawn up by 
M. Duvivier, Secretary to the Historical Records Committee 
at Port Louis, under the instructions of M. A. Paruty de 
Grandpre, the Chairman of that body, with which, through 
the courtesy of the Government of the Mauritius, I have 
been furnished, should be mentioned. 
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The former puts forward the following points : — 

I. M. Yinson, in a footnote at page 14 of his “ Les 
Franqais dans V Inde,” states that the Tamil equivalent 
of Masmreigne is Masukkarai, and adds that Ranga Pillai, 
more often than not, meant by this name, He de France, but 
that on the other hand it is known that it was really that 
of Reunion (Bourbon!, 

II. In 1647, the Sieur du Bois wrote a book entitled 
“ Voyages aux Isles Dauphine ou Madagascar, et Bourbon ou 
Mascarenne.” 

III. Fryer, in a letter dated 1682, in his “ New Account , 

etc. (London), 1698,” calls the island Mascarenas, refers to 
the then somewhat recent French occupation of it, and 
mentions in the same sentence “ St. Maurice . . . kept 

by the Hutch.” 

IY. In 1725 and 1744, Alexander Hamilton, in 
successive editions of his “ A New Account, etc.” writes: 
“ Domascarenhas is inhabited by the French ” and in a map 
he gives the name “Dom Masoharene or the I. Bourbon.” 
As regards thi^it is to be observed that in Watt’s Bibliotheca 
( London , 1824) the name Mascarenas is still applied to the 
island of Reunion. 

V. It is believed that the name is preserved in the East 
India Registers of the last century. The discovery of Bour- 
bon has always been ascribed to Mascarenhas, in or about 
1513. The statement is repeated in the Encyclopcedia 
Britannica, which states that Flacourt changed the name 
from Mascarenhas to Bourbon, in 1649. 

The interesting memorandum received from the Mauri- 
tius, which is presented verbatim to the reader, runs as 
follows : — 

“ The question of the discovery of the Mascarene Islands — 
a name still retained by the gronp composed of Reunion, Mauri- 
tius and Rodrigues Islands — has given rise to much controversy. 
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Tradition ascribes to Don Pedro Mascarenhas, the Portu- 
guese navigator, the merit of having discovered those islands in 
1507. He* would have called Mauritius Santa Apollonia, and 

* have given his own name to Bourbon. 

Some historians, whilst giving to that navigator the benefit 
of the discovery, assign to that event the date of 1528; (M. J. 
Guet — Origin* de L’lle Bourbon). Others, such as d’ Avezac, 
{Introduction aux lies d ' Afrique), Codine, {Memoirs geographique 
sur la mer dec Indes, 1868), de Bauville, {lie de France — Decou- 
verte — llistonque — Geologie, 1888), referring to Barros {Decade 
II, Book VII, Chapter 2), who states that Mascarenhas, com- 
mander of the ships of Garcia de Noronha’s expedition, arrived 
at Mozambique on the 11th March ! 512, ascribe the discovery 
to the pilot Diego Fernandez Pereira to whom Albuknerque, an 
officer of the expedition of Tristan da Cunha bound for Melinda, 

* would have entrusted the care of his ship ‘ Cii ne.' Pereira would 
have arrived at Bourbon on the 9th February 1507 on St. Apol- 
line’s Day and * would have giveu to it the name of that 
Saint, as was then the custom. A few days later he would 
have reached Mauritius, which he called after the name of his 
ship ‘ Cirne ’ ; then Bodrigues, to which he gave his own name 
‘ Diego Fernandez.’ 

Whoever be the true discoverer, and whatever be the exact 
date of the discovery, it appears from the old Charts and Portu- 
guese ‘ Portulans,’ that the name Mascarenhas which is now 
applied to the whole group was given to Bourbon and Mauritius 
indiscriminately. 

These islands do not appear on the map of Juan de la Cosa 
of 1500. On that of John Buysch of 1508 they are shown under 
Arabian names; Mauritius being termed Dinarobin-, Bourbon 
Margabyn ,f which leads one to suppose that they were already 


* The words “ would have,’’ which occur more than once, seem to be 
superfluous, and “ would have given ” should apparently be “ gave.” 
t Properly, Maghrabin. 



416 


ANAKDA SAMOA PHIAVS DIARY. 


known to that people. They appear for the first time under 
European denomination in the ‘ Carlo Universalis ’ of Weimar of 
1527, where the group is termed Y. de S. Aiolloma. On Diego 
Ribero’s map of 1529, Mauritius bears the name of Y. de Mas- 
carenas, and Bourbon Y. de S. Apolonya. Hondnns (about 1590) 
has ‘ do Cirne ’ for Mauritius, and ‘ do Mascarenhas ’ for Bourbon, 
and ‘ T. de Biego Roiz ’ for Rodrigues. On Mercator’s, 1600, 
Mauritius is called ‘ Y. de Mascarenas,' and Bourbon ‘ S. Apollonia.' 

When the Dutch Vice-Admiral Van Warwick took posses- 
sion of Cirne on the 20th September 1598, he changed its name 
for that of * Mauritius' The island haying been finally aban- 
doned by the Dutch in January 1710, the Erench commander, 
Guillaume du Fresne, took possession of it on the 20th September 
1715 and called it ‘ lie de France ' a name which the island kept 
until 1811, some months after its capture by the English, when 
the former name of ‘ Mauritius ' was restored to it. 

As for Reunion, it was better known by the navigators 
under the name of Mascarenhas till the French, who took pos- 
session of it in October 1649, called it * Bourbon.' 

With reference to the question at issue, there is no doubt 
that Ananda Ranga Pillai (Ranga Pillai) meant Mauritius (lie 
de France) when speaking of * Masukkari ,’ and that M. Julien 
Vinson has given the proper interpretation of that word. 

In his diary, Ananda Ranga Pillai states at the date of the 
12th July 1746, pp. * 23, 28, 29, that five ships came from France 
at Mascarene, on the 3rd February 1746, and arrived at Pondi- 
chery during the night of the 8th July 1746. 

In fact those ships were the Achille, the Saint Louis, the Lys, 
the Phenise, and the Due d' Orleans, which arrived successively at 
the He de France from the 28th January to the 1st February 
1746, and left this island on the 24th March for Bourbon ; then 
for Madagascar, which they left on the 1st June for India, and 
arrived at Pondichery on the 8th July. 


* This refers to M. Vinson’s Les Frangais dans l’ Inde. 
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Moreover, Ananda Ranga Pillai speaks, on the 7th October 
1746, of Mr. Bonneau as a ‘ Conseiller ’ of Mascarene. Jacques 
Antoine Bonneau was appointed on the 10th February 1743, by 
the French East India Company, ‘ Conseiller au Conseil Superi- 
eur de L’ lie de France.’ He arrived in this island in August 
of the same year, and his commission was registered in that 
Court on the 31st of that month. He died in this island in 
or about 1748, as is witnessed by the act of deposit of his last 
will existing in the Archives Office, wherein he is denominated 
‘ Conseiller au Conseil Superieur de L’ lie de France.’ In 
his ‘ Memoirs,' la Bourdonnais, speaking of Mr. Bonneau, used 
the same denomination.” 

Later on in the diary than is covered by the present 
volume, Ranga Pillai refers to “ Masuk karat and Maurice .” 
My view of this expression is that Ranga Pillai had but a 
very indistinct idea of matters, and confounded Bourbon 
with Maurice. That he would have giveu the first place to 
the island which was at the time that he wrote certainly not 
the seat of Government, or in any way of such importance 
as lie de France, which was up to this with one apparent 
exception, (at page 184), undoubtedly referred to by him as 
MasuMarai, is in the highest degree improbable. M. de 
la Bourdonnais was, in 1735, appointed Governor of lie de 
France and Bourbon, and all history distinctly shows that 
during the period of his government, which extended to 
1746, the former island held decidedly the first place, and 
Bourbon occupied in every way a far lower position. It 
may therefore, I venture to think, reasonably be held that 
no one referring to the two islands would put the less 
important (Bourbon) first. 

J. F. P. 
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It may be of interest to compare the stories of the murders 
of Nawab Safdar ’All Khan and of his son Muhammad 
Khan * — called in the diary Sahibzdda (the prince) — with 
those given in Orme ( History of the Military Transactions of 
the British Nation in Indostan). 

As this work is not generally available, I have considered 
it desirable to give here extracts of the portions of it relating 
to these. 

Orrne’s history first appeared in 1764 — some twenty years 
after the accounts given of the murders by Kang a Pillai were 
written. From what sources he procured his information, 
I am not in a position to say : 

Orme — !+th Edition , Volume 7, pages 1+7 1 1+8. 

“ At the time of that festival to which the Mahomedans of 
Indostan have the greatest devotion, all the Nabob’s servants 
asked permission to be absent for two or three days to celebrate 
it in their own families. Contrary to the usual custom of the 
courts of Indostan, the Nabob suffered all his retinue and guards, 
excepting four persons, to quit him : and so little was he 
suspicious of the danger to which he exposed himself by this 
unguarded indulgence, that he even desired some of the officers 
and menial servants of Mortiz-ally might attend him during the 
absence of his own. Mortiz-ally determined not to lose this 
opportunity, which was such as might never offer again, to 
strike the blow he had meditated. On the 2nd of October, the 
day after the Nabob’s retinue had left him, the victuals prepared 
for his table were poisoned. The Nabob had scarcely finished his 
meal before he began to be greatly disordered, and although the 

* It lias been ascertained by reference kindly made for me by Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Formby, the Agent for Carnatic Stipends, that the correct 
name was Muhammad S’aid Khan and not- as stated by Orme— S’aid 
Muhammad Khan. 
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strength of Ms constitution, with timely assistance, enabled him 
to throw off the mortal effects of the poison, yet it left Mm much 
enfeebled. Even this attack did not thoroughly awaken his sus- 
picions, wMch those of Mortiz-ally’s family, who waited on Mm, 
contributed to stitle, by representing Ms indisposition to be the 
access of a bilious disorder, very common in India. Mortiz-ally 
knew he had no time to lose, and proposed to some of Ms officers 
in whom he had the most confidence, to go and put an end to the 
Nabob’s life. It is said that all refused to serve Mm in tMs cruel 
commission, excepting one, whose wife Subder-ally had formerly 
debauched : tMs man, a Pitan, having- engaged some Abyssinian 
slaves, led them at midnight to the Nabob’s apartment, where 
the few servants who attended the Nabob were asleep round Ms 
bed. They were immediately seized, and prevented from making 
resistance. The Nabob Mmself instead of taking up Ms arms, 
attempted to make Ms escape through a window. The leader 
of the assasins seized Mm before he could pass tMough it, and 
upbraiding Mm with the injury of Ms adultery, and exulting in 
the revenge he was taMng, killed Mm with several stabs of a 
poniard. 

Meer-assud the Duan was in the fort, and the inviolable 
attachment wMch tMs minister was known to bear to his master, 
suggested to Mortiz-ally the intention of destroying- so dangerous 
a witness of the murder which he had committed. The orders 
were given to put Mm to death, when some of Mortiz-ally’e 
officers represented to Mm the necessity of preserving the life 
of a man, from whom alone he could obtain that knowledge of 
the affairs of the Carnatic, wMch would be necessary for Ms 
own conduct, as soon as he should be declared Nabob. These 
representations were dictated by reverence to the character of 
Meer-assud, whose virtues preserved Mm in tMs instant of 
imminent danger from the destruction to wMch he had been 
doomed.” 


Orme — Uth TSdition, Volume /, pages 55-57. 

“ In the month of June a wedding of one of the relations of 
Subder-ally was celebrated in the fort of Arcot. The young 
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prince, as being the head of the family, was invited to preside 
at the ceremony. The customary invitations were likewise 
given to all the other relations, many of whom were lords of 
governments in the Carnatic ; among these was Mortiz-ally. 
The young Seid Mahomed was taught to conceal the emotions 
he naturally felt at seeing the murderer of his father named in 
the list of his friends as a guest invited with his approbation. 
Such are the manners of a court in Indostan. It was thought 
that Mortiz-ally would not venture his person out of the forts 
of Yelore, during the first days of a new administration; but, 
in contradiction to this notion, he came to Arcot, and presented 
himself before the young prince, as one of the guests at the 
wedding ; and was treated with distinction and respect by the 
regent Nabob An’war-odean Khan, who was likewise invited to 
the wedding. 

On the day appointed for the solemnization of the marriage, 
twelve Pitans, with the captain of the band, presented them- 
selves before the young prince, and demanded their arrears with 
a more determined spirit of insolence than they had hitherto 
shown in any of their former applications. It is reckoned the 
highest indignity that can be offered to a soldier, to order him 
to retire by an expression of contempt ; and if any violence 
is employed to remove him, he generally resents it in the instant 
with blood-shed. These considerations were not sufficient to 
restrain the zeal of Seid Muhamed’s attendants from resenting 
the insult which was offered to their prince ; and finding that 
expostulations did not prevail, they seized on the Pitans, and 
turned them out of the palace by force. The Pitans suffered 
themselves to be removed with much less resistance than it was 
expected they would have made against a treatment so repug- 
nant to the ideas which these haughty soldiers entertain of their 
own importance. The same day they advanced again into the 
presence of Seid Mahomed, and apologised for their disrespect- 
ful behaviour : their submissions suppressed all suspicions of 
their conduct during the remaining part of the day. 

In the evening Seid Mahomed, with Mortiz-ally and most 
of the other guests, were assembled, and as soon as the young 
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prince was informed that An’war-odean was approaching, he 
rose from his seat, and passed into the vestibule of the hall, 
intending to pay his guardian the compliment of receiving him 
at the bottom of the steps, which led into the palace. He was 
attended by all the other guests, and many of his own officers 
and guards. The thirteen Pitans, who had made their submis- 
sion in the morning, appeared the foremost of the spectators in 
the court below, and distinguished themselves by the affectation 
of gTeat reverence in their manner of saluting - Seid Mahomed 
Khan, as soon as he appeared in the vestibule. After these com- 
pliments, their captain, with the appearance of a man sensible 
that he had offended his lord, and intended to submit himself 
at his feet, ascended the steps, and was permitted to approach 
within the reach of his person ; when the assasin drew a dagger, 
and at the first blow stabbed him to the heart. 

A thousand swords and poignards were drawn in an instant : 
the murderer was cut to pieces on the very spot ; and tea of Ins 
accomplices suffered the same fate from the fury of the multitude 
below. During this scene of blood-shed, An war-odean Khan 
arrived, and endeavoured to calm the general trepidation, by 
giving such orders as were necessary for the discovery of the 
conspirators ; for the multitude had already persuaded them- 
selves that the Pitans had been employed by some superior 
power.” 

It will, no doubt, be noticed that the dates of tbc murders 
of Safdar ; Ali Khan and bis son, as given in the diary, 
differ from those appearing in the accounts afforded by 
Orme. 

This is due to those in the former being according to the 
Hew Style which was adopted by tbc French long before it 
was used by the English, who followed the Old Style down 
to 1753. 

Although Orme's History was first published about eleven 
years after the Act of Parliament introducing the New Style 
was brought into force, the dates appearing in it are those of 
the Old Style. If those under consideration are converted 
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to the New Style, the results will be 13th October, and 
4th July. There is therefore, if the same style he used in 
either case, no discrepancy between the two sets of dates. 

When recording the story of the murder of Muhammad 
KM n. Ranga Pillai put down, as the date of the entry, that 
of the crime itself. 

It was utterly impossible that he could have heard of 
this event on the day on which it occurred, and the only way 
in which this very evident blunder can be accounted for is 
that Ranga Pillai’s mind was so full of the news that he had 
received that he, by inadvertence, wrote the date of the 
murder which he was about to recount, as that of the entry 
regarding it in his diary. Ranga Pillai speaks in this of 
Muhammad Khan as a “ child,” and in doing so he appears 
t have been correct. In an entry at page 123 of the diary, 
dated 6th July 1740, the son of Safdar ’All Khan, who 
could not be any other than Muhammad Khan— as his only 
brother Dost ’All Khan was posthumous— is mentioned as 
being then 2J years old. This would make his age when 
murdered between 61 and 7 years. According to an account 
given in a manuscript historical work in Persian entitled 
Siraj-ul-tawarikh or Faiz-ul-Azimjahi Muhammad Kh&n was 
five years of age when his father was murdered (1742) and 
would therefore, when he himself met his death, (1744), 
have been about seven years old. In either case, he was a 
mere child who could scarcely have acted as stated by Orme. 


J. F. P. 
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’Abd-ul-Jalil, 278. 

’Abd-un Nabi Khan, 118, 120, 214. 

’Abid Sahib, 161. 

Aohaiyan, 33. 

Acheen, (Achin), 60, 62, 129, 144, 180, 183, 208, 221, 260, 264, 297. 

Achille (ship), 416. 

Adi (sloop), 83. 

Adi Ananta Chetti, 119, 120. 

Adi Varaha Chetti alias Adi Varaham, 5, 315, 317, 323, 354, 362, 

Adiyappa Hayakban, 206, 244, 246. 

Adiyappan, 295. 

Afrique, 415. 

Ahmad Muhammad KMn, 202. 

Ahmad Tahir Khan, 202. 

Aiyi M6stri, 106, 107. 

Aiyam Perum&l, 139. 

Alambarai, 3, 6, 7, 29, 34, 41, 86, 87, 112, 122, 123, 328, 329, 387. 
Alankuppam, 199. 

Albert, M., 54. 

Albukuerque, 415. 

Alexander Hamilton — see Hamilton. 

’All Akbar, 381,382. 

’All Naqi, 157, 158, 175, 202. 

Ambalava Chetti, 138. 

Ammaiyappa Mudali, 106. 

Ammaiyappan, 66. 

Anundapuravi (ship), 116, 201. 

Ananda Kanga Pillai alias Kanga Pijlai alias Rangappa, i, ii, y, vi, yii, yiii, 
ix, x, xi, xii, xiii, xyii, xyiii, xix, xxi, xxii, xxiii, 3, 5, 12, 30, 35, 37, 48, 
53, 64, 73, 75, 83, 113, 149, 161, 245, 256, 315, 323, 325, 334, 337, 347, 
A 348, 354, 360, 367, 369, 397, 413, 414, 416, 417, 418, 422. 

Ananda Kao, 50. 

Ananta Aiyan, 29, 191, 199. 

AndH Chetti, 407. 

Andiyappa Mudali, 142. 

Angan, 195. 

Anjengo, 297. 

Annamalai Mayinar, 391. 

Antonio de Caetan, 303. 

Anwar-nd-din Kh an. 258, 276, 278, 281, 30o, 310, 336, 3o6, 389, 420, 421, 
Apollon (ship), 60. 
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Apolline, St. — see St. Apolline. 

Apollonia, Santa, 415. 

Apollonia, Y. de S., 416. 

Appaiya Pillai, Vizhuppuram, 252, 254. 

Appaji Pandit, 131. 

Appatambi, 188, 324. 

Appayu alias TiruvSnga^a Pillai — see Tiruygngada Pillai. 

Appn Mudali alias Appu, 195, 248, 267, 329. 

Arabia, 53, 258. 

Arcot (Arkadu), yiii, xxi, 3, 42, 44, 101, 119, 120, 121, 12G, 134, 135,138, 
• 145, 150, 204, 205, 209, 212, 213, 214, 215, 243, 250, 256, 257, 258, 267, 
305, 357, 382, 419, 420. 

Argonaute (ship), 175, 226. 

Ariel, M., xiv, xvii. 

Ariyankuppam, 173, 188, 228, 236, 243, 296, 297, 306, 307, 308. 

Ariyappa Mudali alias Ariyappan, 149, 316, 323, 354. 

Arulanaadan, 229, 253. 

Arumpatai Pillai, 51, 83, 141, 266, 267- 
Arumugam, 261, 266, 267. 

Arunachala Chetti alias Arunachaiam, 181, 315, 323, 354, 377, 379, 402 — 
see also Arunachaiam below. 

Arunachala Mudali, 51, 83, 402. 

Arun&chala Muttu Chetti. 401. 

Arunachaiam, 370, 407. 

Asaf Jah, 44, 234, 235, 239, 250, 341. 

Asarappa Mudali alias Asarappan, 106, 107, 191, 285, 313, 380, 391. 

Astruc, M., 144. 

Attock, 95. 

Aubin, M., 41, 51, 66, 226. 

Aurangzeb, 301. 

Austria, 115, 225. 

Auteuil, d’, M., 238. 

Ayay Sahib, 340, 406, 407. 

Ayezac, d’, 415. 

Azhaga Pillai, 155, 188, 253, 298, 367, 368. 

Azhagappa Mudali alias Azhagappan, 32, 167, 168, 263, 374, 375, 381, 403 
404. 

Azhisapakkam, 149, 198, 236. 

Bade Miyan, 214. 

Bade Sahib, 146, 157, 158, 159, 1G0, 231. 

Balrfix, 140. 

Balaiya Swamiyar, 264. 

Balasore, 269. 

Baloji Pandit, 118. 

Balu Chetti, 8. 

Balu Chetti, Koralla, 28. 
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Balu Chetti, Tiruviti, 7, 8, 9, 55, 56, 57, 58, 138. 

Balu Nayakkan, 272. 

Bandar, 24, 28, 33, 44, 409. 

Bangaru Yachama Kayakkan — see Yachama Nayakkan. 
Bantam Point, 31. 

Bapoji Nayakkan, 272. 

Bapu 109. 

Bapn Chetti, Pettukkani, 382. 

Bapn Reddi, Nallam, 306. 

Baqar ’All Khan, 131, 202. 

Bard, M., 238, 259. 

Barnet, Commodore, 384. 

Barros, 415. 

Barthelemy, M., 307, 308, 395, 396, 408, 411. 

Barville, M., 218. 

Basque, M., 411. 

Batavia, 153. 

Bausset, de, II., 290, 372, 373. 

Beaumont, H., 54. 

Beauvais, 87. 

Bengal, 54, 81, 100, 382. 

Benoit, St. (ship) —see St. Benoit. 

Benoit Dumas, M . — see Dumas. 

Benyon, Mr., 205, 244, 246, 247. 

Bhtmanua Mudali alias Bhiman, Ezhurtukkarn, 315, 323, 354. 
Bihzad Khan, 239. 

Birman, 105, 106. 

Blanche, La, M., 62. 

Boeage, du, M., 210, 217, 218, 238. 

Bois, Sienr du, 414. 

Boisrolland, Du, M., 178. 

Bommaiya palaiyam, 112, 204. 

Bon, Le,*M., 388. 

Bonneau, J. A., M., 417. 

Boscawen, Admiral, xiv. 

Bourbon, 413, 414, 415, 416, 417. 

Bourbon, Due de (ship), 19, 20, 55, CO, 65, 

Bourdonnais — see Mahe de la Bourdonnais. 

Boutet de l’Orient, M., 35. 

Boutrian, 265. 

Boyelleau, M., 75, 113, 140, 178. 

Brignon, M., 16. 

Brossay, M., 226, 238. 

Brun, M„ 203. 

Bruyeres, Madame, 104. 

Bury, de, M., 82, 245. 

Bussorah, 114, 224, 237, 408. 


M 
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Butler, de, M., 54, 58, 66. 

Cabul, 95. 

Calcutta, 269. 

Carnatic (Karnatakam), 272, 418, 420. 

Carvalho, H., 31. 

Chakkaraiyappa Mudali, 142. 

Chanda Sahib, xxi, 47, 43, 50, 57, 58, 64, 81, 83, 87, 106, 120, 123, 126, 
129, 130, 131, 132, 133, 134, 145, 146, 150, 157, 158, 160, 161, 162, 203, 
211, 232, 243, 206, 329, 357, 371, 381, 382, 389. 

Chandernagore (Chandarnagar), 17, 18, 20, 23, 24, 33, 36, 45, 49, 62, 81, 100, 
104, 109, 112, 127, 128, 181, 18 4, 190, 210, 237, 242, 259, 303, 304, 410. 
Chandernagore (ship), 54, 93. 

Chandramadi Pillai, 226. 

Chandra Muttu Animal alias Chandra Muttu, 353, 354, 367, 368, 369, 373 
402. 

Chandrasen, 214. 

Chandrasenan, 370, 371. 

Charles (ship), 254, 268, 269. 

Chauvehn (ship), 23, 24. 

Chennamanayakkanpalaiyam, 55, 243. 

Chennapattanam, 413. 

Ch5seaux, 251. 

Chetpattu, 135, 157, 160, 162, 209. 

Chicacole (Srikakulam), 340. 

Chidambara Chetti alias Chidambaram, 5, 315, 317, 323, 355. 

Chidambaram (town), 163, 172, 268. 

China, 10, 30,38, 86, 197, 297. 

Chingleput (Chengazhunirpattu) alias Chingloput palaiyam, 5, 6. 

Chinuadu Mudali alias Chinnadu, 316, 323, 354. 

Chinna Mudali — see Tanappa Mudali. 

Chinna Farasurama Pillai, 51, 83. 

Chin Qnlich Kh au. 44, 234. 

Chinna Sinappaiyan, 253. 

Chinna Sungurdm (ship), 118, 162. 

Chinna Uddandi Mudali — see Uddandi Mudali, Chinna. 

Chitrachavadi, 141, 142. 

Choisy, de, M., 18, 19, 269. 

Chokkanadha Nayakkan — see Vijayaranga Chokkanudha Nayakkan. 

Chola (Chozha), 64. 

Cirne, 416. 

Cime (ship), 415. 

Claude Visdelou — see Visdelou. 

Codine, 415. 

Coeurdoux, M., 378. 

Coleroon, (Kolladam), 63 64, 173. 

Colombo, 116, 153, 201. 

Comte de Toulouse — see Toulouse , 
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Conde , Prince tie (ship), 104. 

Conjeeveram (Kanjipuram), 199, 214. 

Coote, Colonel, x; 

Coquelin, Lieutenant, 51. 

Coquet, If., 411. 

Corarnandel (Chozhamandalam) coast, 14. 

Cordier, Captain, 20, 191. 

Cornet, M„ 184, 217, 227, 229, 384. 

Cosa — see Juan de la Cosa. 

Cotteril, H., 184. 

Coublon, Jean, M., 196. 

Courbezatre, M., 99, 210, 218. 

Cnddalore (Kndaldr), 14, 15, 135, 136, 140, 148, 172, 183, 185, 221, 222, 
290, 297, 299, 33G, 402. 

Cuddapah (Kadappai), 118, 214. 

Cunha, Tristan da, 415. 

Daruty de Grandprls, A., M., 413. 

Dauphine (Isle), 414. 
d’Auteuil — see Anteuil. 
de Bausset — see Bausset. 
de Bury — see Bury, 
de Butler — see Butler. 

Deccan, x, 161. 
de Chois y~see Choisy. 

Deconblan, M., 100, 255. 
de Cruz — see Dominic de Cruz, 
de Kerjean — see Kerjean. 

de la Bourdonnais — see Mahd de laBourdonnais. 
de Lachenaye — see Lachenaye. 
de la Garde — see Garde, 
de la Metrie — see Metrie. 

Delarche, M., 51, 279. 
de la Selle — see Selle. 
de la Touche— see Touche, 
de la Tour — see Tour, 
de Leyrit — see Leyrit. 

Delhi, xsi, 93, 94, 95, 189, 234, 235, 238, 271. 
de Loliere — see Loliere. 

Delorme, M., 12, 17, 19, 20, 21, 22, 26, 28, 82. 110. 
de Louche — see Louche. 

Denmark, 384. 
de Rauville — see Rauville. 

Deschesnayes Gilbert — see Gilbert. 

Desfresnes, M., 96, 99, 210, 218. 

Deshayes, M., 255. 

Desjardins, M., 16, 38, 118, 238. 
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Desmar^ts, M 154, 277, 311, 408, 409, 411. 
de Solmiaiac — see Solminiac. 
d’Espremeaib — see Espremenil. 
de Sb. George 8- -see St. Georges. 

Devain Tandavarayan — see Tan^avarayau. 

Devanampattanam, 413. 

Ddvana yaka Ghetfei, 207. 

Devikottai, 357. 

Diego Fernandez Pereira — see Pereira. 

Diego Ribero — see Ribero. 

Diego Roiz — see Roiz. 

Dmarobin, 415. 

Dindigul (Diftdukal*, 159. 

Dirois, H., 13, 19, 20, 50, 51, 59, 72, 81, 127, 128, 181. 
do Cirne, 41G. 

Domascarenhas, 414. 

Dom Mascharene, 414. 

Dominic de Cruz, 309. 

Don Pedro Mascarenhas — see Mascarenhas. 

Dordelin, M., 26. 

Dost ’All Khan, 3, 4, 29, 119, 122, 123, 124, 125, 130, 132, 145, 116,422. 

Drayidla, 64. 

du. Bocage — see Bocage. 

Dubois, M., 145, 216. 

Dubois, Rousseliere, M., 13, 14, 15, 31, 33, 31, 89. 

Du Boisrolland — see Boisrolland. 

Due de Bourbon (ship) — see bourbon. 

Due d’ Orleans (ship) — see Orleans . 

Duche-ise (ship), 49. 

Dugue, M., 250. 

Doguilly, M., 238. 

Duke (ship), 246. 

Dulaurens, it., 1, 2, 15, 18, 19, 36, 66, 67, 68, 72, 77, 92, 106, 112, 117, 124, 
127, 140, 175, 176, 178, 182, 222, 223, 243, 366, 367, 369, 373. 396, 400, 
408, 411. 

Dumas, Benoit, SI., viii, xix, xxi, 2, 6, 7, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 17, 18, 20, 
21, 22, 26, 28, 29, 32, 41, 42, 43, 41, 45, 61, 62, 64, 73, 92, 95, 96, 98, 114, 
127, 178, 182, 183, 196, 312, 316, 322, 359, 407, 409, 410. 

Dumas, Madame, 182. 

Dumas, Gabriel, M., 12, 51, 60, 104. 

Dumeslier, SI., 1, 2, 3, 12, 15, 17, IS, 19, 20, 21, 26, 82, 96, 97. 

Dumont, M., 410. 

Dupakkal Venkata per umal Najakkan — see Venkataperumal. 

Dupati, M., 54. 

Dnpleix, SI., ix, x, xix, xxi, 38, 45, 54, 81, 93, 127, 128, 185, 186, 201 215 
219, 223, 230, 241, 242. 244, 246, 217, 250, 259, 260, 261, 264, 277, 283, 
292, 294, 300 301, 322, 324, 347, 352, 365, 368, 409, 410. 
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llupleix, Madame, 36, 104, 196, 310, 311, 329, 342, 346, 406. 

Dupleixpettai, 244. 

Dnqueane, M., 298. 

Durga, 181. 

Dnrgan, 181. 

Duyiyier, M., 413. 

t^kambara Aiyan, 206. 

Ekambara Chet^i, 407. 

Elias, 11., 4, 27, 30, 31, 36, 43, 75, 81, 94, 181. 

Ella Pillai, 226. 

Ellappan, 96, 97. 

Ellappan Chavadi, 169, 210, 212. 

Emberumal Pillai, 267. 

England, vii, 115, 116, 196, 244, 246, 282, 297, 299, 384. 

Erama Nayakban, Madras, 379. 

Espr6m4nil, d’, II., 215, 216, 243, 296. 

Europe, 17. 18, 19, 20, 21, 65, 115, 116, 218, 282, 384. 

Ezhuttokkara Bhiman — see Bhimanna. 

Fath Miy&n, 214. 

Fath Muhammad, 278. 

Fatteh Sing, 134, 1G5, 356, 357, 358, 389. 

Faucheur, Le, M., 60, 62. 

Favori (ship), 260, 264. 

Febvrier, M., 26, 27, 82, 96, 100, 175, 240, 241, 255, 283, 28 1. 

Febyrier, Madame, 82. 

Felicien Da Sylva Medeiro, 269. 

Fidelgue, 305. 

Fidon, Jean (ship) — see Jean Fidon. 

Flaeourt, 414. 

Fleury (ship), 20, 104, 203, 238. 

Formby, Lt.-Col., 418. 

Forrest., G. W., sv. 

Fort St. Dayid, y, 31, 32, 140, 147, 149, 177, ISO, 200, 241, 215, 247, 248, 254, 
295, 299, 304, .305, 306, 325, 335, 336, 337, 365, 366, 413. 

France, vii, yiii. 17, 21, 22, 26, 27, 28, 30, 35, 41, 42, 43, 41, 45, 49, 54, 58, 
60, 65, 81, 82, 91, 95, 96, 98, 100, 104, 111, 11 1, 115, 118, 127, 128, 152, 
174, 177, 182, 186, 196, 203, 225, 220, 230, 238, 250, 253, 259, 273, 27l’ 
297, 408, 409, 410, 416, 417. 

France, lie de, 413, 414, 415, 416, 417. 

Francisco Pereira — see Pereira. 

Fresne, Guillaume du, 416. 

Fryer, 414. 

Fulvy (ship), 127. 

Gadilam, 149. 

Gallois Montbrun — see Montbrun, 
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Ganapati Pillai, 216, 217, 253. 

Garcia de Noronha — see Noronha. 

Garde, de la, M., 24. 

Gavinivasa Mudali, 252, 286. 

Gendi, 11S. 

Geneva, xxii. 

Geran, St. (ship ) — see St. Gerav. 

Ghulam Husain Khan, 125, 126. 

Gibraltar, 115, 116. 

Gilbert, Deschesnayes, M., 260. 

Gille, St . — see St. Gille. 

Gingee (Chenji), 119, 133, 134, 135, 150, 230. 

Giriyappa Nayakkan, 254. 

Goa, 153, 219, 226. 

Godeheu, M., x. 

Golard, M., 24, 28, 48, 72, 74, 75, 77, 78, 82, S3, 175, 180, 186, 259, 410. 
Golconda, (Golngonda), 29. 

Gopala Aiyan, 250, 380. 

Gopalakrishna Aiyan, 401. 

Gopala Narana Aiyan, 221, 222, 237, 239. 

Gopalaswami, 272, 273, 382. 

Gossard, M., 15, 268. 

Govindan, 395, 397, 407. 

Govinda itao, 29. 

Grandpr5 — see Daruty de Grandpre. 

Grignon, Madame, 104. 

Gnet, M. J., 415. 

Gnillanme dn Fresne — see Fresne. 

Guillemin, M., 251. 

Gnilliard, M., 409, 410. 

Guruva Che(ti, 242. 

Gnruva Pillai, Chevalier, vii, viii, ix, 21, 43, 45. 

Hakim Sahib, 163, 168. 

Hamilton, Alexander, 414 
Hari Das, 242. 

Hasan, 156. 

Hasan ’All Khan. 118, 119, 120, 121, 145, 146. 

Hastings, Marquis of, 161. 

Hayat ’All Klian Shamshir, 257. 

Hebert, M„ vii, viii, 68. 

Herbert, M., 32. 

Rercule (ship), 196. 

Heureux Marchand (ship), 11, 16, 32. 

Hinde, Mr., 247, 248. 

Hindman, Captain, 246. 
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Hirasat Khan, 204, 205, 256, 257, 258. 

Honduus, 416. 

Hubbard, Mr., 31, 180, 206. 

Hungary, 85, 266, 281. 

Husain, 156. 

Husain ’All B5g, 183. 

Husain Sahib, 131, 132, 209, 210, 21 1, 212, 256, 257, 258, 278, 279, 281. 
Husain Tahir, 163, 204. 

Hyderabad, (Haidarabad), 234. 

* Imam Sahib, 4, 11, 29, 40, 41, 44, 83, 84, 85, SG, 87. 112, 113, 114, 119, 121, 
122, 123, 145, 215, 235, 340, 40G, 407. 

India, xii, 20, 21, 53, 156, 199, 251, 258, 2G9, 332, 416, 419. 

Indostan, (Hindustan), 418, 420. 

Indula Narayana Savutri — see Narayana Savutri. 

Ingrand, M., 47, 77, 84, 92, 112, 178, 204. 

Irak, 258. 

Iran, 93. 

Irusappa Muttu Chetti, 227 , 229. 

Isfahan, 93. 

Iswaradan, 86. 

Iswaran —see Vedapuri Iswaran. 

Jacob, 202. 

Jaganivasa Mndali, 13, 192, 217, 313, 316, 319, 320, 322, 323, 342, 355, 362, 
363, 364, 379. 

Jamal-ud-din Khan, 213. 

Java, 31. 

Jean Coublon — see Coublon. 

Jean Fidon (ship), 192, 217. 

Jeddah, 54,104. 

.Jug ad? vu, 171. 

John Ruyscb — see Buysch. 

John, St . — see St. John. 

Joseph — see St. Joseph. 

Juan de la Cosa, 415. 

Jupitre (ship), 104, 111. 

Kadirampillaiyar Koyil, 307. 

Kalapgttai, 186, 187. 

Kalasapakkam, 134, 135. 

Kalatti Animal, 241. 

Kalatti Chetti alias Kalatti, 315, 323, 354. 

Kalatti Iswaran, 312, 369. 

Kalavaikkottai, 233. 

Kalladavi, 135. 

Kalyana Das, 242. 
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Raman. 154. 

Kanakammal, 6. 

Kanakappa Madali,’106. 

Kanakaraya Mudali, alias Kanakarayan, alias Pedro Hodali, alias Pedro 
ix, xxi, 3, 5, 7, 8, 9, 10, 12, 13, 27, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 39, 45, 52, 50, 57, 
60, 62, 63, 65, 66, 67, 68, 75, 77, 78, 83, 84, 87, 90, 97, 68, 102, 103, 104 108 
112, 113, 114, 117, 118, 122, 124, 126, 130, 131, 138, 149, 151, ' 158 ' 

160, 162, 163, 165, 167, 170, 173, 174, 175. 176, 188, 191, 194, 195* 

197, 199, 210, 211, 212, 216, 217, 222, 229, 230, 240, 252, 263, 266 

276, 277, 279, 285, 287, 293, 294, 298, 305, 310. 311, 313, 314 3 If;’ 

317, 319, 320, 321, 322, 323, 324, 325, 328, 339, 341, 342, 345, 346, 347,’ 
348, 349, 3o0, 351, 352, 353, 355, 3oS, 3*>9, 360, 362, 366, 367, 373, -374 
375, 376, 378, 379, 380, 381, 388, 393, 402, 404, 405. 

Kandanur, 118. 

Kanukoyi Kriahnaji Pandit — see Krishnaji land ir . 

Karadi, 135. 

Karikal, xxi, 50, 51, 52, 53, 58, 59, 63, 64, 82, 83, 87, 97, 155, 171, 173 
175, 180, 240, 242, 243, 255, 264, 283, 284, 287, 288, 324, 336, 337, 357* 
359, 381, 382, 383, 390. 

Karim ’All Khan, 27S, 281. 

Karukkilackeri, 50. 

Karnttarabi Nayin&r, 262, 263, 314, 316, 323, 354. 

Kasi Das Bakkanji, 203, 231, 235. 

Kastfhi Bangaiyan — see Bangaiyan. 

Katavaravan. 151. 

Kattu Baja, 281. 

KavSripakkam, 214. 

Kaviral Venkatesa Chetti — see Venkatesa Chetti. 

Kerjean, de, M., 386. 

Kosova Aiyan, 251, 252. 

Kesava Bao, 355, 357, 388, 389, 390. 

Khaja ’Abd-nllah Kh an. 243, 250. 

Khan Bahadur, 129, 132, 145, 146, 161, 163, 176, 197, 208, 214, 216. 
Kilinjaknppam, 408. 

Kodanda Eamaiyan, 32, 33. 

Kolaohel, 382. 

Kommapatkam, 345, 347. 

Konappaiyan, 329. 

Kondi Chetti, 315, 323, 354. 

KonSri Pandit, 33. 

Koralla Bain Chetti — see Btilu Chetti, 

Krimasi Pandit alias Krimosi Pandit, 287, 295, 298, 333, 334 341 39] 
Krishna (river), 171, 272. 

Krishna (god), 198, 205. 

Krishna Beddi, Tennal, 149. 

Krishnaiyan, 50, 52, 59, 380. 

Krishnaji Pandit, Kanukoyi, 131, 205. 

Krishnama Nayakkan, 206, 244. 
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Krishnan, 261. 

Kudaikkara Rangappan — see Rangappan. 

Kulasekaranpattaqam, 112. 

Kumara Pillai, 226. 

Kumara Pillai, Vangala, 254, 209. 

Kumarappa Nayinar, 105, 106. 

Kumarappan, Kalavay, 264. 

Kumbakonam, 216. 

Kunja Pillai, 142, 

Knppaiya Pandaram, 197. 

Kuvattftr, 200. 

La Blanche— -see Blanche. 

la Bourdonnais — see Mah5 de laBourdonnais. 

Lachenaye, de, M., 100, 111, 175. 

Lahore, 93. 

Lakshmana Nayakkan, 315, 322, 354. 

Lakshmana Prasad (ship), 269. 

Lakshmipati Chetti, 5, 57. 

Lalapettai, viii, 326. 

Lai Das, 266. 

La Paix (ship), 60, 62. 
laSelle — see Selle. 
laTonche — see Touche. 
laTour— see Tour. 

Laude, M., xiv. 

Lazar, Captain, 18, 24. 

Lazar Mudali alias Lazar — see Tanappa Muciali. 

Le Bon — see Bon. 

Le Faucheur — see Faucheur. 

Lefrauquerie, M., 12. 

Legou, M., 2, 10, 11, 21, 26, 36, 62, 91, 146, 178, 395, 408, 410. 

Le Maire — see Alaire. 

Lenoir, viii, xix, 2, 4,7, 17, 19, 20, 21, 26, 27, 28, 30, 33, 35, 36, 37, 38, 39, 
44, 45 62, 67, 70, 82, 96, 97, 262, 407. 

Leyrit, de, M., x. 

Lhostis, M., 218. 

Littre, 281. 

Loliere Puycontat, de, M., 37, 38, 95, 96, 116, 117, 180. 

London, 414, 

L’Orient — see ( Irient and Boutet. 

Louche, de, M., 372, 373. 

Louis, St. — see St Louis. 

Louis, xiv., 115, 116, 301. 

Louis Prakasam — see Prakasam. 

Louis, Port -see Port Louis. 

Lys (ship), 196, 416. 
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Macao, 159, 269. 

Macleod, H, Lieutenant-General, xv, xvi. 

Madagascar, 414, 416. 

Madananda Pandit, 276, 305, 307, 308, 309, 357, 365, 380, 389, .390. 

Madavaraya Pillai, 5. 

Madras, v, vii, xii, xiii, xv, 13, 17, 18, 30, 31, 33, 35, 44, 95, 104, 105, 120, 
147, 155, 158, 1G3, 177, 178, 191, 197, 204, 205, 206, 221, 243, 244, 245, 
2 40, 247, 24S, 254, 265, 270, 271, 280, 2S2, 283, 297, 303, 329, 334,’ 337’ 
369, 386, 413. 

Madura, 159, 161. 

Maghrabin, 415. 

Mahe, 20, 81, 104, 111, 112, 114, 127, 128, 151, 198, 199, 218, 219, 2°1 25*2 
223, 239, 241, 274, 277, 296, 297, 298, 324, 325, 334, 382, 408, 41L ’ " ’ 

Mahe de la Bonrdonnais, M., 49, 181, 182, 183, 274, 417. 

Mahe de la Villebague, M., 13, 14, 15, 31, 33, 34, 192, 217, 254, 269. 

Mahfuz Khan. 305, 307, 308, 309, 325. 

Hahnrdd Tahir, 131. 

Mahon, Port — see Port Mahon. 

Maire, Le, M., 277, 3S4, 396. 

Malacca, 34. 

Malaivappa Mudali alias Malaiyappan, 52, 53, 313, 314, 316, 319 3*0 3*2 
323, 352, 355, 353, 359, 362, 366, 369, 372, 373, 374, 375/376,’ 378, 379, 
380, 381. See another Malaiyappa Mudali "below. 

Malaiyappa Mudali, 402. 

Malaiyappan, Manilla, 227. 


Mamagham, 216. 

Mamuneyina Marakkayan, 200. 
Manalparai, 159. 

Mangaitayi Animal, 267. 
Mangalam, 135. 

Mangalore (Mangaldr), 219. 


Manilla, 13, 15, 31, 32,33, 56, 89, 108, 118, 144, 162, 189 192 *10 217 
254,268,269,270,297,341,387. ’ 

Manjakuppam, 149, 150, 299, 335. 

Mannappa Mudali, 186, 187. 

Marandai Mudali, 194, 195, 253. 

Margabyn (Maghrabin), 415. 

Mari Chetti, 394, 395, 397, 398, 399. 401, 406. 


Marie Joseph (ship', 200. 

Marikrisknapuram, 200, 222, 239. 305. 

Marquesac, Captain, 19, 24, 60, 65. 

Martinville, II., 51, 59, 81, 114. 

Mascareigne, vi, 49, 104, 127, 181, 237, 267, 274. 382, 413 414 416 417 
Mascarenas, Y. de, 414, 416. ’ ’ ’ ' 

Mascarcnhas, Don Pedro, 414, 415. 
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Masukkarai, yi, 413, 414, 416, 417. 

Masulipatam, 24. 

Mathien, M., 387. 

Mature (ship), 11, 81, 99. 

Maurepas (ship), 24, 111, 112. 

Maurice, M., 21G. 

Maurice, 417. 

Maurice, St.— see St. Maurice. 

Mauritius, 184, 413, 414, 415, 416. 

Mayayaram, 52. 

Medeiro — see Pelicien Da Sylva Medeiro. 

Meer-assud — see Mir Asad. 

Melinda, 415. 

MSlugiri Pandit, 6, 8, 10, 51, 57, 75, 83, 232, 387, 402. 

Mercator, 416. 

Mergin', 36, 145, 184, 208. 

Metrie, de la, M., 215, 269. 

Mettupalaiyam, 172. 

Michael — see St. Miohael. 

Minakshi Ammal, 175, 197, 242, 329, 370, 371, 386. 

Mir Akbar, 123. 

Mirapalli, 160, 207, 226, 234, 411. 

Mir Asad, 119, 123, 188, 198, 199, 200, 202, 203, 209, 210, 215, 243, 419. 

Mir A’zam Sahib, 309. 

Mir Ghulam Husain, 135, 145, 146, 188, 230, 234, 235, 266, 278, 281, 309. 
Miran, M., 4, 55, 62, 77, 84, 92, 96, 146, 178, 307, 308, 309, 388, 396, 397, 398, 
400, 

Miyan Sahib, 84, 278. 

Mocha, 11, 24, 25, 51, 55, 60, 81, 99, 100, 210, 218, 224, 238, 266. 

Moilandin, M., 27, 68. 

Monique, Captain, 49. 

Monson, Mr,, 206, 244, 245. 

Montbrun, Gallois, M., xiii, xiv, xv, xvi. 

Montbrun, Gallois, Arnrand, M, xiv, xv, xvi. 

Morari Bao, 234, 235. 

Moreau, M., 81. 

Morlais, M., 16. 

Morse, Mr., 244, 246. 

Mortaudi Chavadi, 198, 241, 242, 243, 244, 261, 262, 263, 261, 271, 292, 294. 
Mortiz-ally — see Murtaza ’All Khan. 

Mossac, M., 410. 

Moullineau, M., 226. 

Mozambique, 238, 259, 260, 415. 

Mudaliyarpettai, 295. 

Mnhimmad ’All, P., 123, 131, 146, 157, 158, 176, 257, 258. 

Muhammad ’Ali Khan, 204, 258. 

Muhammad Husain Khan, 202. 
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Muhammad Jamal, 210, 212. 

Muhammad Khan, 163, 192. 

Muhammad Sadr, 86. 

Muhammad S’aid Khan (son of Nizam), 213. 

Muhammad S’aid Kh an alias Muhammad Kh an (sou of Nawab Safdar 
’All Khan). 256, 418, 420, 421, 422. 

Muhammad Salar B%, 62. 

Muhammad Shah, 93, 94, 95. 

Muhammad Shah (ship), 216, 341. 

Muhammad Yawar Khan. 86. 

Multan, 95. 

Murtaza ’All Khan, 131, 202, 204, 205, 256, 418, 419, 420. 

Muruga Pillai, 188, 352. 

Murungampakkam, 226. 

Muttaiya Mndali, 242, 243. 

Muttaiya Pillai (chief of peons), 5, 56, 57, 83, 84, 96, 10o, 112, 113, 114, 
117, 118, 122, 124, 130, 131, 138, 141, 148, 158, 160, 163, 165, 166, 167, 
171, 172, 174, 176, 186, 188, 194, 197, 198, 206, 216, 222, 225,231, 237, 
239, 262, 263. 

Muttaiya Pillai (catechist), 402. 

Muttaiya Pillai, Madras, 243. 

Muttaiya Pillai (Court and Town accountant), 324, 354, 309. 

Muttirusa Pillai, 206. 

Muttiyalpeftai, 148, 197, 242, 247. 

Muttiyalu Sayakkan, 206, 244, 245. 

Muttu, 241 . 

Muttukrishua Pillai, 255. 

Mutlukumara Mudali alias Muttukumaran, 344, 391. 

Muttnkumara Pillai, 201. 

Mutturama Chetti, Sungu, 315, 323, 354. 

Mylapore (Mailapur), 13, 14, 15, 117, 188, 283, 337. 

Mysore (Maistir), 149, 266. 

Nachiyappa, Mudali, 142. 

Nachiy arkoyil, 63. 

Nadir Shah, xxi, 94, 95. 

Nagalapuram, 191. 

Nag-fir, 30, 337. 

Nainiyappan, 14. 

Nainiya Pillai, vii, 221, 247, 276, 280. 

Nakshtram Animal alias Nakshatram, 310, 316,319,320, 322, 352, 353, 
354, 355, 302, 363, 366, 367, 368, 369, 373, 374, 381,402. 

Nallam Bapu Re<Jdi— see Bapu Reddi. 

Nallatambi Chetti, 181. 

Nallatambi Mudali, 315, 323, 355. 

Nallatambi Pillai, 129. 

Nanak (ship), 269. 
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Nandi, 332. 

Nannilam, 66. 

Narakasnra, 205. 

Naranappaiyan, 155. 

Narasatma Pandit, 131. 

Narayanan, 320. 

Narayanan, Panayur, 103. 

Narayana Pillai, 406. 

Narayana Savutri, Indula, 45. 

Nasir Jang, 120, 175, 213, 214, 250. 

Nativity of St. John — see St, John. 

Negapatam (Nagapattanam), 64, 142, 147. 

Neptune (ship), 210, 217, 21S, 224, 238. 

Ni’amat-aliah Kh an, 243, 250. 

Nicolas, St. — i>ee St. Nicolas. 

Nimbaiisiyudosi, 214. 

Nizam-ul-nmik, 44, 234. 

Noronha, Garcia de, 415. 

Nossa Senhoia da Saude (ship), 32. 

Notre Da^ne des Steurs (ship), 200. 

Odavi Virappa Mestri — see Viiappa M§stri. 

Orient, V, 17, 100. 

Orient, Boutet de, L ’ — see Bontet. 

Orkandi B-angappa Nayakkan — see Bangappa Nayakkan. 

Orleans , Due d ’ (ship), 100, 108, 111, 180, 183, 184, 180, 410. 

Orleans, Duke of, vii. 

Or me, 418, 42] . 

Orry, M., 128. 

Ozhukarai, 141, 149, 158, 100, 170, 1S9, 190, 206, 207, 208, 210, 211, 212, 
223, 237, 254, 258, 293, 294, 406. 

Pachaikadai, 60. 

Palakollai, 135. 

Panruti, 136. 

Papal, 250. 

Paradis, M., 335, 336, 337, 383. 

Paradis. Madame, 104. 

Paramanandan, 227, 228, 229. 

Paramananda Pillai, 62. 

Paramunada Pillai, 341. 

Parangimalai, 413. 

Parangipdttai, 413. 

Paranjoti — see V§layuda Paranjoti. 

Parasurama Pillai, 138, 197, 267, 295. 

Parasurama Pillai, Chinna — see Chinna Parasnrama Pillai. 

Paris, xiv, 17, 35, 38. 
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Parma, 115. 

Paul — see St. Paul. 

Pavazhakkara Uttira Peddu Chetti — see Peddu Chetti. 

Peddachi Chetti alias Peddachi, 315, 323, 354. 

Peddap§ttai, 135. 

Peddu Chetti alias Uttira Peddu Chetti, alias Pavazhakkara Uttira l’eddu 
Chetti, 315, 323, 345, 354, 362, 364. 

Pedro Mudali alias Pedro — see Kanakaraya Mudali. 

Pegu, 145, 184. 

Pennar (Pennaiyaru), Northern, 119, 126, 214. 

Pennar (Pennaiyaru), Southern, 64. 

Penthievre (ship), 145. 

Penukonda, 234. 

Pepys, xi. 

Perak, 36, 100. 

Perambur, vii, 83. 

Pereival, 347 . 

Pereira, Diego Fernandez, 415. 

Pereira, Francisco, 47, 81, 83, 106, 109, 160. 

Persia, 81, 93. 

Perumal, 333. 

Perumal Chetti, Uppnttur, 261, 262, 263, 267 

Pettukkani Bapu Chetti — see Bapu Chetti. 

Phelippeaax (ship), 18, 20, 24, 100, 112. 

Phensx (ship', 16, 54, 5*, 06. 226, 238, 416. 

Piacenza, 115. 

Pierre, St. (ship) — see St. Pierre. 

Pilavoine, M., 67, 69, 73, 75. 

Pillai lluttn, 52, 53. 

Plr Itarakkayan, 201, 335. 

Pitt, Mr., 35. 

PolUr Muhammad 'All — see Muhammad ’All, 

Polttr Vara Pillai — see Vira Pillai. 

Pondichery (Puducheri), vii, viii, ix, xi, xiii, xiv, xv, xix, xxii, 3, 4, 5, 
6, 7, 8, 11, 12, 15, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 26, 28, 32, 34, 35, 42, 44, 45, 48,' 5o', 
51, 52, 53, 54, 56, 57, 58, 60, Cl, 62, 63, 66, 68, 81, 91, 92, 95, 9G 98 100 
104, 106, 117, 119, 120, 121, 122, 124, 127, 128, 132, 134, 138, 139, 140, 14l’ 
148, 149, 150, 151, 152, 155, 159,160, 162, 163, 166, 168, 171, 174, 175' 170' 
177, 182, 185, 190, 196, 197, 199, 200, 206, 207, 208, 210, 211, 212 215 217' 
218, 221, 222, 223, 226, 227, 235, 237, 239, 242, 243, 244, 245, 258,’ 259 
261, 2b3, 265, 26,, 2b8, 270, 271, 272, 274, 276, 280, 284, 289, 290 292 
293, 294, 295, 299, 300, 305, 306, 308, 310, 311, 322, 325’ 326,’ 327, 335’ 
337,338, 339, 345, 352, 365, 368, 369, 373, 381, 882, 384, 386 389 401 
408, 411, 416. ’ ’ ’ 

Pondichery Marchand (ship), 55, 382. 

Poona (Puna), 88. 

Poroher, M., 26, 28, 409, 410. 
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Porte-barre, M., 144. 

Port Louis, 413. 

Port Mahon, 115, 116. 

Porto Novo, v, viii, is, 11, 12, 13, 15, 30, 55, 60, 62, 111, 129, 134, 136, 139, 
141, 142, 144, 172, 226, 260, 264, 324, 413. 

Potti Pattan, 6, 7. 

Prakasam, Louis, 13 

Prakasa Mudali, 51, 59, 83, 255, 283, 284. 

Pratap Sing, 117, 356. 

Prevostiere, de la, M., viii. 

Prince de Oonde (ship) — see CondJ. 

Princess Mary (ship), 30. 

Pudukotta, 64, 161. 

Puel, M., 145, 238, 382, 383, 384, 387. 

Pnliyantoppu, 63, 264. 

Puyoontat, de Lolidre — see LoliSre. 


Qamr ’Ali;Khan, 86. 
Qaeda, 200. 


Raghoji Bhonsla, 147, 152, 159, 161, 102, 105, 382. 

Eais Zah&r Khan, 29. 

Rajahmundry (Kajamahendram), 340, 341. 

Rajappa Mudali, 270, 271. 

Ramachandra Aiyan, 369, 370, 387, 388, 402. 

Ramakrishna Das, 242. 

Ramakrishna Sastri, 256. 

Ramalinga Aiyan, 243. 

Ramalingan, Tirukami, 406. 

Rama Rao, 109. 

Ramesvaram, 265, 208. 

Ramoji alias Ramaji, 0, 380. 

Ranga Chari, 402. 

Rangaiyan, Kastdri, alias Rangaiyan, 288, 390, 393, 392, 401. 

Rangammal, 401. 

Rangan alias Ranga Pillai, 395, 397, 398, 400, 401. 

Rangappa Chetti, 40. 

Rangappa Nayakkan, Orkandi, 248, 254, 305. 

Rangappan, Kndaikkara alias Rangappan, 227, 229. 

Ranga Pillai, Ananda — see Ananda Ranga Pillai. 

Ranga Pillai (of the court), 253, 311, 374. 

Ranga Pillai, Governor’s accountant, 287. 341, 342, 313, 346, 377, 393, 402. 
Ranga Pillai, Wandiwash, alias Rangappan, 101, 187, 1SS, 263,401, 407. 
Rangoji Pandit, 50, 52, 59, 03. 

Rauville, de, 415, 

Ravanappa Chetti, Guntur, 231. 
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Raya! Aiyan, 119, 121. 

Baza Sahib, 381. 

Raza ’Ali Kh an, 258. 

Rebnty, M., 51. 

Reddipalaiyam, 293. 

Reunion, 414, 416. 

Ribero, Diego, 416. 

Rodrigues, 414, 415, 416. 

Roiz, Y. de Diego, 416. 

Rome, 29. 

Roussel, M., 51. 

Rousseliere Dubois, M . — see Dubois, 

Ruyseh, John, 415. 

Sadiq Sahib, 159. 

Sadras, v, 147, 149, 150, 270 , 271, 413. 

Sadarangapattanam, 413. 

Safdar ’All Khan, xxi, 120, 121, 123, 124, 125, 130, 131, 132, 133, 134, 135, 
145, 146, 150, 157, 162, 188, 201, 202. 203, 204, 205, 256, 257, 418, 419, 
421, 422. 

Safdar Husain Khan, 204, 209, 233, 

Sihu Raja, 356, 357. 

Sahuji Raja, 57, 356, 357, 389. 

Sa’id [Khan], 50, 57, 117. 

Saiyid ’Ali Khan, 131, 258. 

Saiyid Jalil, 309. 

Saiyid Yar Khan. 257, 258. 

Sama Rao, 381, 382. 

Samaiyan, 14. * 

Sambu Das, 131, 205, 265, 266, 268, 270, 271. 

Sampati Rao, 277, 279, 281, 282, 

Samudra Mudali, 246. 

Sandhi, 105, 106. 

Sankara Aiyan, 315, 317, 322, 354. 

Sankaraparik, 131, 265, 268. 

Sankaraparik (ship), 13, 31, 33. 

Santa Apoilonia — see Apollonia. 

Saram, 307. 

Sardar Khan, 209, 258. 

Sarfoji Raja, 356. 

Satara, 272, 357, 381, 382. 

Satghar, 204, 205. 

Sauveur, St . — see St. Sauveur. 

Savarimuttu Mudali, 106, 344, 380. 

Savoy, 115. 

Seid Muhamed — see Muhammad S’aid Khan (son of Nawab Safdar’AIi Khan). 
Selle, de la, M., 259. 
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Seringapatam (Srirangapattanam), 266. 

Seshachala Chetti, Sungu, alias Sunguvar, 4, 5, 7, 9, 33, 39, 50, 52, 50, 57. 59, 
75, 83, 84, SO, 87, 89, 90, 111, 112, 113, 114, 117, 118, 122, 12 4, 138, 151, 
165, 169, 170, 173, 189, 191, 194, 221, 222, 224, 229, 230, 237, 239, 242, 
263, 313, 314, 315, 323, 349, 351, 354, 362, 364, 369. 

Seshachala Chetti, Tiruviti, 205. 

Seshadri Pillai, 5, 0, 254. 

Seshaivan, 272, 273. 

Shaikh Rahim-ullah, 365. 

Sharif Sahib, 131, 164 . 

Shiyali (Siyazhi), 268. 

Siam, 95, 96, 117, ISO, 269. 

Siddi Zuhftr, 119. 

Sieur da Bois — see Bois. 

Sidhoji Dada, 57. 

Signard, M., 2, 12, 15, 30, 89, 92, 146, 151, 207, 208. 

Sinappaiyan, 29, 59, 60, 117, 169, 179. 

Slnappaiyan, C'hinna— see Chinaa Sinappaiyan. 

Singarikoyil, 149, 200, 26S, 298. 

Sita Venkatachala Chetti— see Venkatachala Chetti. 

Siva, 50, 134, 405. 

Siyalam, 367, 368. 

Solaiyappan, 116. 

Solminiac, de, "SI., 32, 81, 99. 

Sonagan (Arabia), 53. 

Soria, 281. 

Soude, M., 227, 228, 229, 410. 

Spain, 115, 116, 196. 

Srinivasa Pandit, 3, 51, 83. 

St. Apolline, 415. 

St. Benoit (ship), 38. 

St. David — see Fort St. David. 

St. Georges, de, M., 127. 

St. Oeran (ship), 41, 51, 66, 117, 259. 

St. Gille, H., 51. 

St. John, Nativity of 174. 

St. Joseph (ship), 36, 81, 111. 

St. Lawrence, 306. 

St. Louis (ship), 303, 304, 416. 

St. Loais, 49, 306. 

St. Maurice, 414. 

St. Michael, viii, 42, 43, 61. 

St. Nicolas, 31. 

St. Paul (church), 28, 98, 116, 146, 312, 369, 378, 393. 

.St. Pierre (ship), 238, 259, 260. 

St. Sauveur, M., 16, 89. 

St. Thomas’ Mount, v, 117,413. 
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Stuart, H. A., Mr., 293. 

Snbbaiyan (of the Fort), 50, 52, 62, 63, 216, 217, 253. 

Subbaiyan (agent of Imam Sahib), 40. 

Subder-ally — see Safdar ’All Khan. 

Sultan Kandu Marakkayan, 180, 183. 

Sumatra, 265. 

Sundaroji Kattigai, 50. 

Sungu Mutturama Chetti — see Mutturama Chetti. 

Sunguvar — see Seshachala Chetti. 

Simgurcim, Chinna (ship) — see Chinna Sunguram. 

SOp Sing, 269. 

Surappa Mudali, 324, 398, 399, 400. 

Surat, 81, 93, 94, 108, 224, 298, 408. 

Sdriyau, 324, 354, 369. 

Tahmasp Quli Khan, 93, 94, 95. 

Tamalacheri Venkatapati — see Venkatapati. 

Tambi Keddi palaiyam, 116. 

Tambioha Mudali, 402. 

Tauappa Mudali alias Chinna Mudali, alias Lazar Mudali, alias Lazar, 
148, 305, 307, 308, 309, 311, 313, 314, 316, 317, 319, 320, 321, 322, 323, 

324, 333, 334, 341, 342, 343, 344, 345, 346, 348, 349, 350, 352, 353, 354, 

355, 358, 359, 300, 362, 363, 364, 365, 360, 367, 368, 309, 372, 373, 374, 

375, 378, 379, 380, 381, 388, 389, 391, 396, 397, 398, 399, 400, 401, 403, 

405, 406 

Tanche, M., 242. 

Tandavarayan alias Tandavaraya Chetti, Deyam, 3y5, 397, 398, 400, 401, 
407. 

Tandayaraya Pillai, 155, 158, 283. 

Tanjore (Tanjaydr), 50, 51, 52, 53, 56, 57, 59, 62, 63, 64, 66, 82, 117, 150, 
268, 35o, 389. 

Taqi Sahib, 118, 120, 130, 131, 132, 158, 202, 204, 231. 

Tarwadi, 231. 

Tavalakuppam, 298, 305, 306. 

TayanOr, 135. 

Tellicherry (Tallacheri), 114, 297. 

Tenasserim, 36, 269. 

Tennal, 141, 149. 

Teperumal, 407. 

Thomas, N., 105, 191. 

Thomas, St . — see St. Thomas. 

Tillai, 406. 

Tillai Mudali alias Tillaiyappa Mudali alias Tillaiyappan, 315, 323, 355. 
Tiudivanam, 134, 135. 

Tipu Sultan, 53. 

Tirnkami Kamaliugan — see Ramalingau. 

Tirumalairayanpattanam, 50, 239. 



NOMINAL INDEX. 


443 


Tirunamanalldr, 254. 

Tirupati, 214. 

Tiruppappuliydr, 34, 140, 149, 150, 225, 263, 299. 

Tiruvakkarai, 209, 210. 

Tirnvannamalai, 48, 134, 135, 141. 

Tiruvfindipuram, 325. 

Tiruverigada Nayakkan, 200. 

Tiruvtingada Pillai alias Tiruvengadam (brother of Ananda Ranga Pillai), 
18, 148, 165, 216, 241, 254, 270, 372, 401. 

TiruvSngada Pillai, Perambdr, (father of Ananda Ranga Pillai), yii, viii, 
ix, 48, 83, 149. 

Tircvengada Pillai alias Appavn (nephew of Ananda Ranga Pillai)) 
xiii, 241. 

Tirnvengada Pillai, Wandiwaah, alias Tiruvengadam, 83, 255, 284, 287, 288, 
289, 291, 328, 376, 390, 391, 392, 394. 

Tiruvtsngadapuram, 149, 264. 

Tiruviti, 118, 136. 

Tiruvottiyur, 135, 199. 

Touche, de la, M., 180, 183, 265. 

Toulouse, Comte de (ships), 35, 36, 144. 

Tonr, de la, M., 51. 

Tranquebar (Tarangambadi), 64, 228, 264, 265, 383, 386, 387, 398, 402. 
Travancore (Tiruvankodu), 155, 383. 

Trichinopoly (Tiruchinapalli),xxi, 57, 106, 109, 120, 123, 126,134,141,147, 
150, 152, 156, 158, 159, 160, 161, 162, 165, 214, 222, 234, 235, 236, 239, 
288, 305, 325, 326, 329, 370, 382, 390. 

Tristan da Cunha — see Cunha. 

Triton (ship), 104, 174. 

Triyambaka Rao, 50. 

Tdkkanauipakkam, 200. 

Turaiyftr, 272, 371. 

Turani, 93. 

Turisarama Pillai, 267. 

Turkey, 93. 

Tyaga Aiyan, 401, 408. 

Tyagadrug, 141. 

Udaiyar, 63. 

Uddandi, 370. 

Uddandi Mudali, Chinna, 221. 

Upparu, 98, 152, 207, 289. 
ftshfo 141, 335. 
frtatdr, 56, 121. 

Uttira Peddu Chetti — see Peddn Chetti. 

Valikondapuram, 6, 119. 

Van Warwick— see Warwick. 
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Vanjiyflr, 240. 

Vasudeva Aiyan alias Vasndeva Pandit,, 38, 21, 75, 77, 253, 313, 369. 
Vazhudavdr, 32, 48, 132, 141, 148, 178, 189, 190, 198, 200, 209, 210, 215, 
277, 307, 309. 

Vedapari Iawaran alias Iawaran, 245, 270, 332, 333, 390, 391, 402. 

Yelan, 406. 

V elaynda Paranjoti, 6. 

Vellai Chetti, 120. 

Vellar, 64. 

YeUiniedm, 134. 

Vellore (VelCtr), 120, 121, 124, 126, 131, 145, 146, 158, 171, 202, 204, 209, 
214, 256, 420. 

V61v6ndra Mudali, 102. 

Venka Pillai, 216. 

Venkanna Chetti, ( i u nttiri , 8, 9. 

Venkatachala Aiyan, 221. 

Venkatachala Aiyan, Endapalli, 380. 

Venkatachala Aiyan, Kottaikattu, 273, 329, 370. 

Venkatachala Chetti alias Venkatachalam, Salatn, 7, 8, 56, 57, 231, 315, 
323, 345, 354. 

Venkatachalam, 264. 

Venkatakrishnan, 329. 

Venkatamnialpettai, 135, 263. 

Venkatapati Nayakkan, Tamalacheri, 281. 

Venkatapati Pillai, Wandiwash, 83. 

Venkatapernmal Nayakkan, Dupakkal, 272, 273. 

VenkatYsa Chetti, Kaviral, 203. 

Venkoji, 272. 

Verrier, M., 24. 

Vijayaragava Chari, 402. 

Vijayaranga Chokkanadha Nayakkan, 272. 

Villebague, de la, M . — see Malid de la Villebague. 

Villianalldr, 124, 141, 148, 149, 163, 167, 169, 180, 207, 233, 237, 239, 296. 
Vin&yagam Pillai, 197. 

Vincens, M., 35, 38, 104, 408. 

Vincens, Mesdemoiselles, 230. 

Vinson, Jnlien, M., x, xiv, xvii, 413, 414, 416. 

Vira Chetti, 287, 288, 390, 391 — see also Viraragava Chetti. 

Vira, Nayakkan, 199, 226. 

Vira Pillai, P61ur, 246. 

Virappaiyan, 60, 62, 63. 

Virappa Mestri, Odari, 105, 106. 

Vlrappan, 406. 

Viraragava Chetti alias Vira Chetti alias Viraragavan, Kangipati, 315, 317, 
323, 345, 354, 362, 364. 

Viraragava Nayakkan altos Vira Nayakkan, 261, 263, 264, 267. 

Viraragava Pillai, 241, 
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Vlra Eeddi, 33, 307. 

Visdelou, Claude, 28. 

Vital Pandit, 147, 148, 166, 167, 169, 170. 
Vizhuppuram, 239, 252. 

Vridhachalam, 141. 

Wandiwash (Vandavasi), 119, 120, 122, 132, 209, 231. 
Wandiwash Banga Pillai — see Banga Pillai. 

Warwick, Van, 416. 

Watt, 414. 

Weimar, 416. 

Wenlock, Lord, xv. 

Wolclis, M., 100. 

Xavery, M., 23, 24. 

Yachama Nayakkan, Bangarn, 281. 

Yanam, 111, 184, 208, 340, 341. 
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